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afforded by the publication of the conclud¬ 
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the patronage extended to it, as well by 
tlie public as by the Court of Directors of 
the East-India Company, whom he has the 
honour to serve. 

Nothing beyond this acknowledgment 
would have been called for, had not repre^ 
seiitations been addressed to the Court by 
individualfl, who considered that they had 
reason to complain of some animadversions 
contained in the work. The author, therefore, 
feels it incumbent on him to state, that for 
the views and opinions advanced, either in 
the present or in the preceding volumes, he, 
and he alone, is responsible } and he begs to 
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add, that he could not conscientiously have 
entered on the preparation of an historical 
work, or have persevered In the labour, 
except in the exercise of an unfettered 
judgment. 

Those familiar with the subjects discussed 
can scarcely reejuire to be informed that he 
has written in this spirit, as the opinions 
expressetl on some very important (juestions 
are not in accordance with those known to 
be entertained by the Court 
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iames CftTOc u Governor of Bumbny — Miniitt gn tht 

vimtitifl ov»ik}jli modn £Kf tu^atiii^ tbg Cnuuf |Jie Rajoli _ 
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wtorview — Arabitj&ii^ Tie»» nf the Rfljtkli-^Tbird iqtor- 
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marks on that Cunimunkn£iaii^L>iiskvowaJ gf Eiisiiaa 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

It nnglit have bc€Q expected that the arrange- chap. 
nieut of the conflicting claims of the East-India 
Company and the ministers of the Crowo^ ’which 
took place m 1833, woutd have been foilo’wed hj* 
at least, some brief period of repose; but such ’was 
not the fact. Early in 1834i an a]>plication on the A.n. 1S34. 
part of the Cro’wn was made to the Court of King's 
Bench for a mandamus to compel the Court of 
Directors, ” under the Act of 1793,^ to tfuusmit 
oertmn despatches to the East Indicts they having 
been directed to ilo so by the Board ^ of Commis* 
aiouera for the Affairs of India^ Those despatches 
related to the claims niudc upon the King of Onde 

* Tbe Art cil ISSS In a few InitaEtHSp wlikh did not 

include the in queitams) wu nrf>t to enme Into optrsmticiti till 
th* sand April. 1834. ITut of 1813 trna nlhml cm iMb iubjeet. 
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OH the part of somo of those Driprinciplert pluiiflerere 
with whom India alxiunde, and who Lover over 
miisgnverDed native Btate^ with the iiistinct tinder 
which birdti of prey follow tlie niarch of artniep. To 
tlioso acquainted with the mod cm history of Indin, 
it will he unnccessaiy to state that Oude^ l>he Arcnt 
and Tanjcn^> aBbrded an ample field for the exer¬ 
cise of tho arts of thepe perPonSi Tliough nominally 
subjeetod to a rcgolar goverumentj itfl state was 
actually tli at of anareliy. Its prin ces were general ly 
iiee<ly, and its peojde always oppressed. The Vizier^ 
Afloph-uUDowIah, like his brethren aroimd him. was 
frequently in want of nioney to allbrd him the <^on- 
tinued means of sensual gndifi cation or ostentatioos 
diHjilay. and, like tliemp ho was beset by hordi^s of 
rapacious ineiv anxious to minister to his iireces^<i- 
tiesp with a view tu eiiriohing themselves at the 
expense alike of the prince and his Htthjectg. The 
eni!itirrai*sed V^izier accepted the assistance of the 
friendly usurers^ and diSjHfnsed his bonds in acknnw- 
ledgraent of its receipt with truly oriental munjli* 
cence* Had these securities been satisfied in due 
conrsct the Vizier would lisive set au example alto¬ 
gether now in India. He did not thus violate tho 
jnineiple^ upon which Eaistcrn nilor^ ordinarily ad¬ 
minister their [pecuniary atlairs. All ex[scrience 
warrants the assertion that bis ereditow uevur could 
have expected tliat their claims should have been 
satisfied punctually, and to their full extent; and 
it niuy be regsirded as quite certain that-, liad the 
Vizier thus ogreettbly excecilcd tlicit expectations. 
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be would not leas Inivu exceeded the iiioaBure nf 
justice. Whetbej* or not nnj of tlie alleged debts 
were ftlcogetber fabricuted wus certainly tbe case 
in tlte Caniiitic and Tanjoro claims), it is beyond 
doubt tliat detnundB, wbicli in thdr nrigiu might have 
aoDie colour of justice, were, by those jtrocesses witii 
which Indiim oaurers are «o well acquainted, swelled 
to an amount calculated to excite a feeling of 
astonisbinent at the vast mass of rank vegetutiou 
Hjiringuig from so iriconsiderablo a Eced. Some of 
those iiroccsaes are intimated ju tbo following c.\- 
tract frfim the letter of the BriiUb resident at 
Lucknow, in tho year 1790, a period when these 
debts were in tbe course of manufacture. 

“ The rut nous system of borrowiDg aji pears nio ro 
an d (nttro daily to Imve liecn the cause of the general 
deeliuo of thisgovcmnieut. The debt has mcrtaiscd 
anuualiy by uniting principal and interest, at tldrty- 
six per cent., iuto new bondit, to which have been 
added new loam at twclTo niontbo, aiul some at 
shorter }»eriods; bills bearing tliscount, tcuderefl jii 
jilitce of ready money for tuncah^ nn tho aundls, 
who again cltargc intereat on tlic Citato for ajiticljia- 
tioit on their kists, while tbe actual appropriation of 
the revenues has lieen involved in the mysteriom in¬ 
tricacies of faihe intercourse with the annuls’ fuftra/jj 
debts, and separate allowances for purposes as con¬ 
fused as the general svstem of govern men t has btsen."* 

Tlio Vizier, after a time, made an attempt to re- 

* Letter frocQ rcfidcQt to the govemar-genemL 28 th Sep¬ 
tember, 
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lieve himself from his ctmvptieated cmbfiimssments 
by recfturso to a mode not ntiusual with J.'iiistoni 
princes: he proposetl to componinl «ith his cre¬ 
ditors, wliom he divided into ehisses. The division, 
liowever, appears to have been guided by no princi¬ 
ple having refenmee to the origin of tlu* debts, or to 
(itiy other point which might l>e supposed to give 
reasonable sanction to sucb an arraiigeuient. Tlie 
eloinis were all tainted by oslortioii. Some of them, 
perhaps, were fraudulent altogether, and others ex¬ 
aggerated by fraud ; but these considerations aeem 
to luiYc had no inlluence with the Visiier or his ad¬ 
visers, atid the distribut ion which they made hjignrdcd 
not the character of the claims: it was governed liy 
the birth-place of the parties iireferring them, and, it 
may be inferred, was ailoptcd with the intention of 
paying as little as [joaaihle in any rase. The claim¬ 
ants were divided into Europoana and iiatives: to 
the former class was offered one rate of composition, 
to the latter anotlier, more favouiuhle to the prince, 
and consc<tuently less advantageous to the creditor. 
Among the native claimants were certain bankers, 
who refused the reduced dividend tendered to them, 
claiming to be placed on an equality with tho Euro¬ 
pean creditors of the ViKior, and adhered to their 
refusal. The consequence of their pertinacity was, 
tit at they obtained nothing, and it was the protmcte<1 
wrongs of these unhappy usurers that, after the 
lafwie of nearly forty yeans, aptsealed so strongly to 
the sympathy of Mie hruiteli of the homo goTero- 
mojit, as to induce that authority to resort to the 
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CoQrt of King's Bench for the in eons of coercing 
the other. 

Asoph-uI-Dowlah died in 1757, the year aHor the 
coiMpositiou with his creditors was effected. To the 
teniiwrary reign of his supposed son. Vizier AH, sue* 
ccetled that of Saadut Ali, the brut her of As<»ph-ul- 
Dowlah, luvil, from the detiiutfve treaty concluded 
with this prince, any recognition of his obligation 
to dischiirgc the debts of hia jiredcccaaor was scnipU" 
lousjy excluded. In the jiretitninary engagement, 
there was a proYjsion for the lifiuidation of the "just 
debts” of the former Vizier, and, if the claims of the 
Usurious bmiherE could Jjare been regarded as fall' 
ing within the categoiy, they migJit have benefited 
by the stipulation, hail it been upheld. But in 
framing the definitive treaty this provision was 
omitted, and the following reason was assigned by 
the govemoivgencral for its disappearance:—"The 
obligation Contracted by the Nabob, fur the payment 
of tho just debts of his predecessor, is altogetlier 
omitted, not oniy as contniiy to that principle of 
iiou-intcrference in the claims of individnala which 
this government has invariably adopted, Iiut from 
the Gongidemtion that the stipulation would in¬ 
volve OB in the neoessity of inquiring into the jus¬ 
tice of all clarinB, and constitute the Gotnpany, in 
some nioasure, a guarantee for procuring the liqui¬ 
dation of them, which wouJd bo attended with vciy 
serious embamtissnicnt.”* Tho bankers, who hm] 
rejected the temig of composition accepted by other 
* Aliukitc of John ShcTre, 5lh Maich. 1798. 
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native creditoiSp were thna left, and properly to 
their unaEsi^ted mcaoii of inducing a prince, 

whose master-passioii was avarice, to j>ay debts 
contracted liy another. Their eneceaa w'aa such as. 
under the circiiinfitanceB, might have been extiected, 
and, prohahly, such ns they deserved. The precise 
^mrticulars of their claims are incapable of being 
investigated, hut it ia notorious that the debt, how¬ 
ever contracted originally, had been enoniiously 
swelled by diarges for interest, The precise rate 
of interest seems in some meosaro uncertain, but it 
was not less than twenty-four per cent, per aiinnin, 
and probably was iiB liigh as thirty-six per cent,—and 
a claim thus made np ivoiibl admit of very coiisider- 
ahla rednctioii before those wlio urged it could Iw 
subjectwl to any actual loss. The claimants had 
rejected a composition which others bad accepted— 
they hoped to obtain souiotliing mure, and they 
found themselves unaide to oblairi any thing. They 
made .an cxjierimcnt, and they suffered the coiise- 
(|uence9 of its failure. They were dissatisfied, na¬ 
turally, indeed, though not very reasoiiithly, for it 
has been justly oijscrved, that “loans at such an ; 
exorbitant rate of interest cannot Jnstly lie confli- 
dered in any other light tiian as gambling tmns^ j 
actions,"* The lendera in this case were too well j 
acquainted with the character nf the princely bor¬ 
rowers of Asia in general, and with that of the ^ 
Vistier in particular, to regard the loan as a regii- J 

• Report of t'omnutliM; of ConrcipoDileiice of East-lndis Com- 
pnny, 3lct Mhv. IS33. 
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lar ami wife transaction of business^ in wljieb grt^at 
jirfifit was to be realized, ihTbile no oxtra/irdiJiarv rii^k 
to be incurred nor my cxtraoniiuary 
eiicoimtered- 

But the bankep^ and tlieir representatives were 
not disposed In relinqul^ib their claim, lifiwever 
the cliaijce of Guforeiiig it. In aililition to tlio 
a|iplroationa made to die gnveruinent of C>iidc 3 ^ which 
it may be pit^^imed wert:* sufficieutly iiiiniomns and 
lirireiit, they submitted^ tlimngh a cnorpe of years, a 
tieries of appeals to the nritish authorities, varying 
in their tone os m the iuc»de in wliich they were 
preferred» Tiiieso were pr^jseoutod through on 

avowed agent,* u ho nmnifisted a degree? of KOal and 
liortinacity whiidi, if bo were nothing more than an 
Agent, may be regarded as singular^ if imt enpreee- 
<1ofited. He filed a hill in equity against the Com- 
piuiy, butt in little tnnvQ than a luoiith, applied for 
an order for its ditmiissal. lie tmnsmitted wietiicF 
rials and addressed letters to tfae Court of Birewtoro, 
nt one time praying that they would appoint an 
early pc^nm] for the satisfaction and discharge of the 
eliiiiunfhiN constituents—princljml and interest, the 
latter nccunnihited at the ratej4 already mentioned ; 
at another time, more morlestlrp imptoring that tlie 
court, would tmusmit instruct Iona to the government 
of h'ort William to eonipol immediate payment by 
the Vizier ; and, sulj^^equently, asking, with a fiirtlier 
advance in modemtion, that the court would record 
n stremg upJiiion in fhvoiir of the elalois, and direct 
• Mr. 0. Frcndirrgqit. 


GEtAP. 

X3l13£, 


8 


HmORY OF TttM 


CRAlP, 

XX JX. 


the local goTemiticiit to enter into negotiation witli 
the Vissier on the snbject. But the court ivere in- 
exomble; thor neither paid the alleged debt^ nor 
interposed to assist tlie ckiniants in recovering it. 
In Bengal the indefatigalilo tnonej lenders were 
rather more fortunate. During the administration 
of the Alarquis of ITastingH^ an application for the 
interference of government on their helialf was mot 
hy a declaration that the ease was not one u hich 
Cl mid receive the formal support of the BritLsh 
authorities^ but that, notwithstaiuljiig;^ the resident 
should he i ns t meted to state the cloini to the Vizieft 
with the opinion of the Bengal government thereon. 
The resident accordingly was thus instructed; he 
did, thcrenpon, state the claim ami the opinion^ and 
ret'ornmended that the former should be placed in a 
train of tti[justnicnt; but the recomtrmndation was 
not of a character to win the fuvour of the prince 
then reigning, who was the ucpliew of the man by 
whom the debts wer^ alleged to have boeti con¬ 
tracted. The Vixier^B reply was iinacco[jtahle to the 
claimants, hut It was at least distinct and open * he 
declared that he had neither inforumtion nor con-^ 
cern in regard to tlie suhject. And this was the 
sole result of the iiiterfcnmee of the government of 
Bengal. On being apprized of the application and the 
answer, the Court of Directors forbade any farther 
attempts of the like nature being made at the 
instaucG or for the benefit of any jiartics whatever. 
During the period which intervened between the 
failure of the application to the Vizier, under the 
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mlmiiiistrtitiDn of tbe Manjtiw of HoPtingE, anti the 
at]o]ition of the ciuim hy the Board of Commig- 
Biotjers for the Affairs of ludiu, the ngejit of tho 
eluimaiitB made severaj alMwiiTe Attempts to ndvtmco 
the cause of Iiis elient^^ Bometitues by applications to 
parliament* sometimes to the Court of Directors. 
These afford the only ndditioiml iiiridcnts Iielonging 
to the public hirttoij of the affair. There was, 
indeed, a Euccegeion of pritTite in trigut's scattered 
over nearly twenty vearp, all direetofl to abet the 
dcEigng of the iiniefatigabie mairera npon the tifinopfff 
of Oude, Some of these rest on evidence which 
bistoiy cannot receive, and the precise means by 
will eh the claim, after repeated rejections, found 
favour at the Board cannot be satinfactorily traced. 
This was, indeed, a period when the good fortune of 
those who were deairouB of preying u|mti the jieople 
of India tvag in the ascendant. Only two years 
before, a bill had been gncce«sfiilly jmsiieij through 
parliament to satisfy the evor-memoiabJe claimB of 
the creditor of the Kemiudar of Noiwecd.f The next 
year was signalized by iiii appttention for a man¬ 
damus refiuiring tlio Court of DirecEom to send 
out a despatch to aid tho demands of the hrm of 

* fa n BGlect committw uf tKo ffQute of CntnmDiu wafi 
oppointed to kqtii^ into the qUinaa i hue Uio oommltlc^ nrw 
reported^! fact lictlo to be rcgtT:tta?d, an tbe v^uc of tite 

of jinrHomentuy committm pppointed ta trttn 

p^rBimai mattcrB la luo ^aeralir kmrwu to aUow of theb: hitfing 
lUc Jilighte^t weight in mj qneitioii. 

t On thw subjeetp K?e Dote an ptM irol. ii* 
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rainier & Co, on tho Nianin ;* and now ft rfniilar 
uicai^ure was taken with regnnl to elaims equally re¬ 
putable with tho»o w'liich were the object* of ]mr- 
IiftmcutftiT and ministerial favour in the previmiB 
instftuces, A rule in the Court of Ivinas Tlencli 
was obtained b)' the nttomoy-ponoml on heliulf of 
the Board, but before the time arrived for shewin;^ 
cause against it, the views of the Board had, from 
some niotive, undergone a cbflnge, and tlic tlireat- 
eiu*d measure wna sufferc'd to drop. The firmness 
raaiilfeeted by the Court of Birectorw, without donbb 
Iwl to this result; the utter rottenness of the ground 
upon vvliich their opjwnents stood rendering them 
unwilling to risk further eoiitt'Bt with those who bad 
a gtHHl cause and the courage to mivintaiii it, Sixf 
ilirectotij Acldre8^^e<l a Jotttf to tlio courts avowing 
their detenuiniition not to affix their signature, niider 
any circumstances, to the olijectionaldc despateh. 
The deputy ebainnanj took the fianic course. He 
reiuftrked: “ I am quite aware that 1 am called upon 
to act ministerinlly only in signing the ilesjiateli 
of the iloartl, but there are cases where I can nut 
act oven ministerially. There are obligations sit- 
]»erior to that of yielding tdwdieneo to a man- 
damns, and there are acts which cannot be jicr- 
formed witlmut a violation of those principles on 

* See vnl. 11^. pp. 5BI* 5S3. 

t Willintt AitcU. Esq.: Campbell Miu^lmiifcs. Etq.; WH- 
luini \Vi|fnon, Eiq. i John lliornhilt, E*q, i Cbnrlw Mills, Esq. I 
Rufivftll Elliee, Bsq* 

I } limn' St. Uewrfc Ttitkerp Ehq, 
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which all law is founded.** Tbe chairtnan,* thouj^h 
lie did not mfij.qe to ajffq the despatch* stateih with 
j^Tcat force am! diatiactncsB* his utter disapjiroTal of 
its object, dcclanjjg', ‘^sooiier than be responsible 
for this draft, I would i^ign mj seat*” "Everv 
director,^ he sutwecpicutly filiserrod. ia hGiind to 
support the Conipanj by his heat arWiect counsel, aiid 
ftfiBiFtiince. I act I nit inrsclf of that obUjjation^ upon 
tbis occasion* by tbe cotinsoi I have given, and shall 
contirme to give, that the court ahoiild use every 
legal means in their jiower to prevent the trati^n 
mission of this most objcctionabie despatch.** Five 
other directoj^f recordcd their concurrence in the 
views of the chairmim. The patrons of the uinirioufi 
creditors of the Vizier Asoph-ul-Dowkli found their 
determination fail at the last mornctit, and the Court 
of King’s Bench were not moved to make tlio mio 
gmntcd absolute. But the attempt to com|>c! the 
Court of T>irectors to aid, by tlidr authority, the un- 
righteiiUN canse was too extraonJinnry, and had been 
too public to escape animadversion in parliament, 
Lrfird ElleniKirough gave notice of a motion in the 
House of Lonls on the subject ; and on the SDth of a. 
April (the rule in tlic Court of King*s Bench having 
previously Ixsen discharged), he inquired whether the 
Board intended to persevere. Earl Grey answered, 
that ho believed it was nut intended to proceed 

* Jalm LfOdhp 

t W. B. Buyley^ Eiq.; June# Rivrtt CniniiCp (new Sir 
Janiea R. Cmmi:, DoiiJi Henry AlcKmidiT* Ewj.^ 

JiUikin#, {u^w fesir lUchBird JenkhiSp O-C. B.)f Hmiy 

Sbuikp Eeq. 
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further. Lord EllenlK.rougli, tltereiipoD, put tliU 
further c|UC 5 tioii—Upon what ground the determi¬ 
nation of the Hoard had been taken? The premier 
naively answered, that he did not know. 1 he Ijord 
Chancellor* then iiilerposed, and after a few preli¬ 
minary remarks, said, *' Bveuts have taken place 
vhieh have quite put an end to the matter in qucij- 
tion.and have taken away the whole grounds of the 
case upon which the proeeediuga of the Board of 
Control were founded."! Hut liis lordship did not 
state what those grounds were, nor what were the 
events which had taken them away. On the 5tb of 
May, I.iord Ellenborough Bubmitted Ills notice, which 
was for papers connected with the subject. His 
lordship, in intmducing it. stated his reason to be 
the desire of preventing a mischievous mGasnre, the 
attempt to carry which, in one way, had Iteen frus¬ 
trated from being eficcted in another. He adverted 
to tho jnisemble condition of Oode, which he alleged 
must have been known to the Board, and dwelt on 
the pecnliar inexpediency of selecting sncli a time 
for pressing the claims in question. He inquired how 
the claims were to be pressed—whether hy re- 
proeiitation only, or whether, if nec('*i8ftry, resort 
was to he hud to force; and he argued that the 
former course woulil be vain and Iruitlces, while the 
latter was forbidden alike by law and policy. Aiicr 
cliecussing at some length the origin and history of 
the claims, he proceeded to speak of the agent* of 
• Lord BiouKtimii. + Minur of Paitimjciit. 

I Mr. Prciiilergpjstp 


BRITISH EMrmE IN tNl>IA. 


13 


the whom ho repn?«t'iiteil more tbaji 

an ngentf it boingf gPiiotiilly belie-vcd—indeedt hfe 
lordship said *" notorious, that be purchased the whole 
or part of the private claiai of the jFarty in whose 
name lie lias ajjpeared.” This puroha^se^ he contendetl, 
wafj. unlawfii] by the spirit and k^ter of the statute* 
probibitin^' British subjects from being oonecnied in 
lonjis to native princes; **therefore*” inhled bis lonf- 
ship, " I Bay on that grouiidt as well its tlii> other first 
mciitionerl bj me, that the letter forwartipd by tljo 
BoanI of Control to the Court of Directom was an 
illegal letter. It was in fiivnur of a claim which was 
entirely void by the English law—it was in favour 
of an jutlividual who claimed by virtue of haviug 
purchased the bond, w'hioh purchase was a mis¬ 
demeanour, and it directed the doing of that wliich 
could not be done without subjecting to the penaltiii^ 
of a nwsdetneanour the grivernor-gcneml of InduL 
Under tliose circumstances, I ani not surprised that 
the rule for the mmidamus has been discharged. I 
am perfectly satiefic^l that the Court of King^s llonch 
TOuJd not have granted the mandamus upon these 
facts l>eing made known to the judges of that court* 
But mOR' than that, I am (|nite convinced that when 
all those points should have Ix^n brought before 
the noble enri fit the head of bis Maje**ty^s govern* 
ment, he would have agremi with me, that to send 
that letter to India wfis EmpUftHihle; tfiat it was 
moat unjnst and unfair to the govomor-gencral of 
India to call upon him, contrary^ to treaty^—contmry 
* S? Geo. 3, cap. 142, 
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to Isiw—coutfflry to ot|aity—to Hso force whore force 
was proliibitod by Act of ParlianieatT and re[iiig:iiEiJit 
to the feeliuga^ tbo Imutmrp and tho ]Kjlicj of tbm 
nation. Tborefore^ I do uot tbaiik the president of 
the Bi^sird of Control for withdrawing tliat Jotter^ 
and not |^reasing for the nunidatnus- lie could not 
liavc Bent tbe letter or obtained tbo mantlaujus.”* 
Lord Ellciibotougli then, with rel’orence to tbe 
possible reTiTah in anotlier sLape^ of tbo abandoned 
orders on tbe claim, proceeded to argue tbe questlou 
on gKniJids of general policy^ and concluded liy euti- 
tnitting bis motion. 

The Lord Chancellor, whose withering' exposure 
of tbe Noozecd affair/' two years before, bad eom- 
inanded tbe ailmiratlon of all but such us were in^ 
temtc<i ill the matter^ now appeared tbe ebampiun 
of claima quite sis r|uestloiiabIe thoae which be 
had fcjmierlj denounced. His lordship entered upon 
a yebeiiieut defence of tbo agent, or alleged ageiiL 
of tbe creditors, denying that he ]ml purchased tlso 
claim of tboBO whom bo professed to repret*ent^ but 
At tbe same time maiutaining that if he bath tlio 
purcliASC might have been made Itcforo the Act re¬ 
ferred to by Lord Ellenborough came into opemtion, 
iu which case it would not have been tiunlcd with illc- 
gabty. On this point the noble and learned poor was 
very indignant, obbcrviiig, in reference to the imputa¬ 
tion cast by Lortl Elleuborougli u|hhi tlie agent of 
the claimants, and by miputation upon tbe president 
of tbe Boards “ Happily, the venom of this attack 
• Mlmw af FWlinmuot. 
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is&ccoTnpanipdbyits mitiilote.’'* The Lord Cliiuipcl- 
ktr then proeeedetl, at great length, to examine and 
defend the character of the clitims, and, nearly at 
equal length, to argue that the intention of seJuUng 
out the oflbnsiTe de^jiateU haring been aliaialoniHl, 
ihero was no pretence for Lord KllenborongJi’a ini>- 
liun. The Duke of Wellington mipported the nift- 
tion, and ex pressed strong feelings of cnncerri ami 
surprise at the attempt to enforce upon tlie Court of 
Directors, by the opemtioti of the law, the incasurea 
eon tern plateil by the Board. Lord Plunket, the 
LodI Chancellor of Ireland, supported the views of 
the Taird Cliancellor of Bngland, and the ilehate was 
tcmiinated by a reply from Lord Ellenborougli, in 
the course of which he used language highly lauda¬ 
tory of the Court of Dlrectors.f The motion was 

* Mirror of Paiiijmictit+ 

t Hta iDitlabip Pfliid, ** There i* Anatber body nf pprioni on 
wbofle befudf I wijh to srj n few wordu, Tlie ooblc Anti leant<d 
lord on diB WQoJ^ck did ntiit tlirow any redcictiiui on tbc Court of 
Directurt, but Uio noble Jind Icunu^d lord oppoeite (lArd Plunket) 
did do BO. My lords ^ 1 muMl t&y tliAt tbe t^onduot of tlie Court 
of Dinrgtw^, in ihw imnRacHoc, Tedecrtu grsit hern™- on tbriUi 
[t dueti eloE tnutber to tkcui wbetber tbe recfomtncndnticiH of Mr. 
Gmit be ndopted or not ; they Rre in iw rcipccE intirreatedp radspt 
u the guardltniB of the houaur ami ^nnd faltb of the 
tion nf tndift t ra mdi^ ■cting' u[]on tfaeir iraipcniHil^llity—urtiiig^ 
In tbe dtsclmi^ p| %hck duty lo ttiuse wbo uketed them, and tbe 
people of Indiflr they me deteimined ta the order of Mr. 
Grnut: in dnini^ they dewiwe woE of tbe people of ludiiL, and 
of those who intrusted ttiem with tbc nluign wLicb llu?y bold. 1 
think it a subject of eon^frotnUticin to tbe eouiitry thot 

tbs ofiairB of the Compuiy me idminijtcrocl by gentkinen of inck- 
peDdnico.^' After uriftirtiii^^ to tbe ofend by the 

diii^nt member^ of tbe courtp to the fact that eiglit member? te- 
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CHAP, carried ^ but this was a point of little tiicractiti the 
object of bringing St. forwartl being to obtain a jnjblic 
diBcufision of the qucation. 

It was not to l»e expected that the extraorclinnrv 
proceedings of tbc Ihmrd of Cfraimissioners for the 
Aftaiis of India woulrl pass without notice in that 
aesembly, whicli has been teimed the grand inquest 
A.D. IBM. of fijigland. Aecordinglj, on the t<th of May, Mr 
Herries, in the Uouse of Comtiions. moved for some 
papers connected with tlu.^ sniiiect. ami the motion 
M'as carried Hutliout opposition. On the I2th, Mr. 
Herrieg put twn questions to tbc nijnistry^—first, 
whether the proceedings in the Court of Kings 
Bench bad hcen ahuiidoned ? atid, secondlj, whether 
it was still the determiiiution of the advisers of the 
Crown to employ the authority of the government 
of India for procuring the settlement of the claims 
of the bankers ? The Chancellor of tlie Exchequer, 
Lord Althorp, in the absence of tlie president of the 
Board, answered distinctly to the first, that the legal 
proceedings liad been ftbandonedto the secoml, he 
declined giving any reply. Somo further pnpers 
wore granted on the 15 th of May, on the motion of 
Mr. Charles Rosa, and on the 2Sth of July, Mr. 

fused to eign the despatch, dvien miniiUriallj, and, liat oUici’ 
formally duchumed nil rwptjnubility in legwd to it, ^ loidihip 
passed « high oaMiniiim cn the cLnraeter of the ehairman. Mr. 
Loch, founded on offidiJ intneoUfM. and then asked, "la It ps»- 
fible for any mini to say that there mn he no doubt nn to the 
eorrectnese of the Board of Contnili when fonrtecn out of twenty* 
four direetora view it in thia light, and when twenty-three out of 
twciltv-fouT refuecd their wnent to St ?’* 
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avnileJ him^ulfnfnn Dpeoing whi^lr yccarrecl 
for bringing tlie matter to tlio notico of tho 11 om^ 
more distlnetlj and promuieiitly* ’^vithpnt the neces¬ 
sity of submitting miy motion on the subject. After 
uurnvtiiigi "with some minuteness, the fftcts of the 
lUffbreueo tetween tlie Board of Commissioners and 
the Court of Directors, Mr. Herrios thus |>oiiitedIy 
placed the tiattire of the ijuestion at issue before liis 
amlitors:—Tbo lionise mU nfiturallT ask, what 
has been the cnoso of all thiftl Is it some great 
[mint of Indiau policy? Is it some scheme for the 
better runmigCMiient of that itnp<irtimt part of tlio 
empire? No. It is neither more nor less than 
this — ^tlie settlement of im otdi u^furions job of forty 
ycars^ standing. This it is whieh has induced tho 
India Board to act as it lias done/^ He then pro- 
eeedetl to exandne the history of tlie claims in detaih 
and conduded by calling on the president of the 
Board for esplaimtion. Mr* Grant followeih but his 
s[>eech. though uhlo and ingenious, aflTorded no in¬ 
sight into the reiL80US which had induced liiun 
fifft to apply for the mandamus, and then to with¬ 
draw the apjdicatiou. He rnaiutained the justice of 
the claimss, and defended tho demand for intercut at 
thirty-six per cent, upon the ground that it was the 
market rate in ludiii. To an allegation of Mr* 
Herriefi, tliftt he had not met the arguments of the 
Court of Directors coutidaod in their reply to the 
cDumiuiiicatiop of the views of the Board, the an¬ 
swer of IVD. Grant appears veiy insuflicienU It was 
to the effect that the coiTt.*?)iondeucc, of which that 
voi*. VI. c 
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letter formed part^ was not l>etweon the public and 
tlie Iinlia Boanl,but between tlie Court of Directors 
and that Boardtbat both parties liad nil the facts 
before them, and were intimately aetjuainted I'dth 
all that hall hcen written on tlie subject; and that 
coneequently, it was unnecessary to answer theargn* 
ments of the court, mofo ep])ecially as the views of 
the president had been nmde known to the chairmaTi 
and deputy-chainnan of the Company by personal 
comnuioication. This mode of dealing with the 
matter would secTti to justify all the apprehensions 
eiprossed by the court during the discussioo on the 
recent renewal of the Company s term of govera- 
ment, as to the effect of refusing a rule of publicity 
in cases of irreconcilable diftcrence between the two 
itOTue authorities.* 

• The ccplBiMitiein of tlw pofaident aeemB to be nothing more 
tlinn the old Sic wfo nejubm" noTnewhiit cliluted. To aniwer 
a nrniy trf fucte oftd HyllogUma by a iranikBiii* inar 

ifoy coacliieivei but io not Twy ooDvinciog. T^e l4?lT*J r®* 
fen^d to woB thne chometeriHed by Mr. Hettie#:—*' Thla letter 
contHPi one of the woflt able argiunentH I ever read m the whole 
of my life. If bommiublc menabers hnvo not iwil thii letter^ 
and. being ronnected with an tndwn wihject. I fcnr tLiit few hnve 
done so—1 wuiild ennitBtly irconJincnd them to ]K3ii3e it, for 1 
CDiuidcr it the very ablert public documfiit which hai cwnie under 
my obKrmtioQ for tnimy ye«a, It omito tta single point of the 

controvmy_there is no tutariEnl refi;«iicc which i» not mr* 

ried to its Twy source—no autbority which hsa l*en quoted in 
the whole enuwe of die ilLspute that is not elnbamtdy set forth i 
in short, it does not lenvc a ihrtd. n patch, or n shadow of 
nn w^meiit in the case ufttouched. I know not who tEreW 
up >bi« paper, hut. whoever he niity be, he is bd honour to the 
•Court of DiTeetoi*.'" Tlic dnte of the letter rcfeitwl to was 
the lat of Match, 18M. and the greiitw part of it will be found 
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Sir Robert Peel followed Mr. Grants and placed 
the qiiestioa on its jnst grounds in the simple form 
following :— In point of fact, this question lies in 
the narrowest compiLSs, and 1 wish to addro^ss ni}‘self 
to those ejentlenten who are not convertant with the 
<]etai]a of it* and w'ho know nothing of the Dosses 
or the Asoph-nl-Dowdaha, nor hnve oTor heard 
their named mentioned until this night. The ques¬ 
tion is this;—a debt was contracted hj the King of 
Oude, forty ycMirfl ago, for which he was to pay in¬ 
terest at the rate of thirty-six i>e^ ; yarious other 

debts were nlflo contmctecl hy the sanio indiyiduaJ. 
During the hqjse f>f those forty years, diflbrent gr^vem- 
monts in India have made amicahlc applicationa to 
the King of Oiido for the payment of this debt; 
but they neycr resorted to other measures,, conceiv¬ 
ing themselyes precluded from doing so hy their 
imiicable rclatiouE with that country; and the ques¬ 
tion now is, whether, after the lapse of forty years, 
the peremptory authority of the Court of King's 
Bench shall ho used, to compel a reluctant l>ocly, 
responsible for the govomment of India, to select 
one debt out of an indefinite luimber for the pur¬ 
pose of enforcing its liquidation."' Iti answer to an 
argmnent, employed by the pirsideut of the lloarrh 
that a wrong Imd been done to a British subject, 
nud that we w^ero at lilierty to reilress the wrongs 
Sir Robert Peel said, “ The whole force of the nrgu- 
Tuent depends ii[Km the fallacy of confounding the 

LQ the Appeadki to toI- v. of th» wutk, eateiuling from pfige 434 
to 445. 
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liuTi-payiiicHt of iL debt witli a wrongs ^V bt^ii did 
ever the Uniteil States cuustmo tlie non-paj'uieiit 
of a debt into a wrong? If atiy subject of the 
Crown receive an injury from a foreign state^ you 
liavo tt right to af^ply for rcilres^T and* if refused, to 
compel it; but it m u perfectly noved doctrine, and, 
in the present state of the world* most inciinvenient, 
til at the noii-i»a)Tnent of a debt dne to lib subjects 
gives a right to the King of England forcibly to 
interfere with foreign states. 011 1 how delighted will 
the creditors of Sjiain be, when they hear this doc¬ 
trine! Why, the bonds of the Cacique of Poyals 
even, will Ih? established and miseil to a premiuiit, 
when it is known that the right honourable gentle- 
iriaii has dticlartHl that the non-pay uvent of a debt, 
duo to a British subject by a foreign state, b a 
public wrong, and gives the King tho right to in¬ 
terfere with force to compel its payfuent."* Mr* 
Grant had said that lie did not intend, or con- 
teniplate^ the employment of force, and to this Sir 
Robert Peel answered that tho Court of Directors 
miderstood that tho use of force was intended ; that 
such, indeed, was the only con.stniction that could 
properly be put upon a particnhir direction in the 
mtiditated de^fimtch^ and that the president, though 
uw'ure that the direction w^as so understood by the 
court, mado no attempt to show that it w'as un¬ 
warranted. After many further rcniiirks. illustrutiag 
the impolicy of taking up the claim of the bankers. 
Sir Robert Peel concluded by referring to the po®Bi- 
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lile assumption of tlie government of Oude liy the 
Uritifih, and Bolemnly dopreratofl, in that case, the 
commencement of the cTcerciao of BOTereigntv, hy 
appropriating eleven iiundrcd tlionsand pounds stei^ 
ling of the jiroperty of the territory to the liquida¬ 
tion of ft claim, for which it lUd not npin-ar that the 
Hritisli State Imd ever made itself in the Etiglttest 
degree rcspousible. Only one spwiker more ad¬ 
dressed the Hoiii*e, Mr. Hume, who defemled the 
claim of the hankers, alleging that it was a pecnliar 
CBse, iniwmuch ns theira waa the only dei.t remaining 
due to » British subject," He maititaineil that the 
debt was just; tliat the illnstmtions odduewi by 
Sir Rttbcrt Peel wore not nppoflito; imd that it 
was disgraecful to the Rritisb government that tho 
claim should have been permitted to remain so Song 
unsettled. But, while agreeing in the views pro¬ 
pounded by the president of the Board, Mr. Hume 
passed a censure upon that minister. The right 
bonnuralde gentleman,” he saiil, “has taken no step 
to enforce the payment of that which be has this 
night so ably proved to be a just debt ', for if, in his 
opinion, it 4 not a just debt, then it ivas an act of 
great weakness to have proceeded bo far as lie has 
(lone. But, persuaded as 1 am that the debt is a 
just one, I think he ought not to have been pro- 

• This does not ipp«r to he TOirect. It i- stated in n rrport 
of the Committee of CorrMpondtoce of tJit Court of Dirtotoui. 
dated the aut Msy. and printed in die parii^sot^ 

pape«. that Mr. fl™«, on Buropena cittlitnr. Uavmg the 

compoFitiou accepted by hh fcU^.cLumaiiti, ” lo#t hn whde 
deist, mitiDuntliig to lU. 430,001^ 
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Tent^rl from following op those proceedings, until 
the parties hart Imrt full justice *1 ouq to 

Tlnis eotlGd tho debate, and here teniiliiated au 
arthir in wlilch^ happily, moral strength was success¬ 
ful in resisting an wiirtoe eserciao oF legal power.f 
The course of the home goTemment of India was 
not, Lowever, dc^tiiiert long to mn pmoothlT. In 
the month of August* a letter was received by the 
chairman of tho East-!artSa Company from Lord 
William Bontinck* tendering Lis lordship’s resigna-' 
tioji of the office of govemor-gencraL Sir Cliarlea 
Metcalfe,I a highly distinguished ciTil ficr^^ant of the 

• TliLi (|UDtatlQt;i ii made from tlae report contfiiru^l ta ttie 
Afirror of Fuluuiifint,^' pa Trhich ocriiroKe aiithgnty litE pre- 
CfsiiMiif QQtlC(!^ of fidtue pf tiue pmOi of Mr. Hmoe'ii Fpw;eli also 
rMts- In another higlilf trustwortby w^rk, " IfnJisiml'a Voj^ 
lioiDPnhuy Dcliate?/^ the? fallowing giwa na part of the pro- 
c^mhIih^ of the House of Cointaons of tlie 4tb July, 1S22, when 
Mr. Drongham moved that a petition on thb dohn nhcmlil be 
TcfrrmJ to II commiitee.—" Mr^ IIutoc, instond nf luokitig upon 
this ae a matter fit for pablic inquiry, tliou^bt k a priviatc sabjeot. 
Lord Coniwallb biid declared that the gorenmieDt ought not to 
mtudbro With mat ton of piiviLte debt in India, and if the Mar- 
quesa WHlesley ernisid^ed the prceent subject fit for public in-H 
terfereore, he had bad abkmdant opportunities of protootliig 
inquiry Into tha transncHou. [f the House tolomted an inquiry 
Into thia case, they would^ oeit ses^4uD^ have five th miam d appli- 
eatipii^ of u ^ipiilur nuture*" 

t A very Jible pnmpblcl oo the tubjecth in the form of a letter 
to Mr. Onmt^ appeared from the ittn of Eneait MaeDoimel, 

It wik Tfipay the penieal of ihoM who take an interest in ImJiiui 
nffaba, by ito dear expositioti of facts, and the biting comlncnts 
mnde oa tbem. 

I It trill be rectillcf^tod, tboi he was Mdeeted to lucoccd Sir 
FJavid Dcliterlony m tbe mana^ment of the Britith TckliunH 
with Bhuitporo. Sec vol, p. 13 * 4 , et eeq. 
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Company, had been appointed to be the provigiounl 
Jjiiccessor of Lord William lientinek i and, on taking 
into cousiilemtion the communication of Ills lonl- 
«biit’8 wifb to retirti, the Court of Directois came to 
It resolution that, **adverting to the public character 
iiiitl services of Sir Cliarles Metcalfe, whose know¬ 
ledge, ox jieri cnee, and talent^ cmiiicnLly qualify him 
to prosecute successfully the Tarious importaiit mea- 
eiircB consequent on the new Charter Act, this Court 
aroof opinion that it would be iiies|it!dient at present 
to make any other anangement for supplying tbo 
uflice of govemor-gcncfjiL” This resolution having 
been communicated to Mr. Grant, drew from that 
gentleman an answer, annoiuming the decidenl opi¬ 
nion of the King’s niiiiisteiB, that no time should bo 
bwt in appointing a permanent successor to the 
retiring governor-general i tmd iiitiniatiug further, 
that with respect to the appointment of any servant 
of the Company, however eminent his know ledge, 
talents, and experience" might “confessedly he, the 
ministry agreed in the sentiments which Mr. Canning 
had, on a former occasion, expressed, “ that the case 
can hardly be conceived in which it would be expe¬ 
dient tbat the M^hesl office of the government in 
India should be filled otherwise than from England; 
and tbat that one main link, at leost, between the 
syfiteniB of tiie Indian aud British governments 
ouglit, for the advantage of both, to be invariably 
maintaineil. On this principle," it was addetl, “it has 
usually been thought proper to act, and in the various 
important measures coiiscfjueut on the new Cbar- 
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ter Actr lii& Majesty's vijinistcrs i*eD much to enjoin 
the continuance tlio goneral pmeticctbut notliiiig 
to rifconiiucTH] a deviatlou frotn 

After this intiniatimu the Court of Directors 
abstained from pressing the claims of Sir Charles 

• Aj neitlier the ik£miat|¥e- oor tLe £ki:>^tiv« pnrt the mials- 
tcrifil vlsm h eipouadedn it Smpofisibic to ar^ that p«culiEi.r 
part pf the que^tujn nt ia?iiE which rcktee bo the operatiou of the 
Act thui fijcently' und which is jrcferml bo fl» the now 

t-hnrter Act," l*he geaend question haTing hci^ d^^is^ed in 
val. pp, poE necMsaiy to re-open it id ihia plncc* 

buE Ie ii ccrtAiDlj notemiiy to Dndcratand upop what priDclplea Ehe 
liHvm of Mr, Camuiag, held fatal to the doiiiu of Sir C, MeEcnIfe, 
wpH ha>ed. He ludd that the highest office id tbt i^vernirvent of 
India should inwiably be filled from EiigLiind. A* it DtvdT wcos 
propoaed tu confir it upoa any other tbnti e^i EngliAhmLLLi lioru, 
thtB liEckratlon mtifit be undcnti>oci to andunt, in fact, to an an.- 
DouneoinCDt of the opituon of Mr, C«ming, that the office of 
(j^Tcrnsor-general shodld not be filled by a serrunt of the Cow- 
pany; that cleganC rhetorician haTing, probably from a ftdJcig of 
courtesy^ left this to be JnfErrred In preference to ahibrng it directly, 
llie opparent result, ihmfore^ h this : that if, in addition to the 
other requisite quollficiitiooa for the office cd gwvernnr-getiura]. a 
cfuididate happen to poeatrij Incfll knowledge andcaperienee, thest:'^ 
faiiii acquiBitioiui ehnll operate lu a bnr to bla clfiiro* What la 
^d of niBantftiniiig one main link at leiut between the two coQnbi» 
I* obrioLisly iMre for eu all the holders of Lieli offiise arc 

nativea of the IMtifili iohindH, and the goveruor-gmiend wouM 
under any circtiffliitancea be a ftatire of one of them, there muat 
nlwaya be links to CDnjtitiite a tolciubly weighty diam. 

It will be repmllrcted that the chief urgucnenE oj*€?d in ia07 againet 
the Compaoy’a svminta wat, that the gorcmor^gmcrml tbould bu 
a nmii of rank and hmilj, Mr, Canning* howevtr. who subsc^ 
qucntly Ldd down the brond rule of eirkiaion quoted by the Hoard 
in IS34, himaelf aspired to the office of tfOTenior-gnneriil* and hii 
talentji and repu tathm jufriified him in so B5piring—but it muat 
not be forgDlten that he wnnte i that qualificflE ion which, in ISOJ. 
was decLircd to be Mfcntial, Mr. Canning won not a m£ii of 


llftmSE EWFJRE IS INDIA. 


Metmlfc; but they did tiot ijjufler ihe objection to 
\ih appnintiii0tit to remfLin uuaimwered. A letter 
was addrmscd by the court to Mr. Gnintt in aiiswer 
to his eommunieation^ in w^hich letter* after express¬ 
ing their eoucurrence in tlie opinion of the King's 
ministers that a permanent appoiiitment waa to he 
jireferred to a ten^poraLry one, and their conTiction 

rank tmd family. His fnllict vfua in tlir po&lti0n of i gvatlemaa, 
hut liiH fimiily wela not amon^ of Uio ankles of tbe land f 

the in other of l^fr^ Cbuqiii^ lA-as an actresi, the wif^ hi vuo- 
cesAinn of three boBbaiidA, one of whnbi was nn aotor^ anolbor 
e proinneiail tradcsffiiflii. Upon what, then, did Mr, Canikiii^'fl 
dalm T^t ? Upon a hrilliiuat iobool njid eoUege cdni;?ntioTit 
fLpUoaTd by the exhibition of ihowy lltCTiLry LaJenC, Bind of extra¬ 
ordinary power* OB a parUnmentiny ^peakeTn. He wm a pchnW, 
a wit, an orator* imd—for this Mttns tbe moat impomnt point 
of aU—he had nerfr been in India, At the period of hie en¬ 
trance into pnblk life* Mr. Canimtg'a fniliioc was extremeljr 
Hmoil; and if* m&tesid of aeeldng to improro it by official employ^ 
taetit at homCi he hod poreund the ^luhc end in tbe EcirYic;^ of tho 
Eo^t-Indiik Company, a baa of probibitiDii would ha^e ^tood 
tween him and tho first place hi the j^nFcrmnnEnt of tndro^ "rhe 
moral of the whole appears tn bn thbi; that with ttgajrd tn t^uali- 
fications for Bfirice in Tndin, the reveree of what is held to apply 
to Europe form* the just ttde. An upirant bo tbe pwainrehtp 
would ant ht thnu^bt the wor?e quditied for having; spent twenty 
yean nr more in offii:^ of inferior importam;;!?, haring 
through gradallnns biToIxing mrioiLi!. and continiully increasing 
Tnensurm of mpomihility. Bnt with regard to the governor- 
ge acral of India it is differEnt. A crandidate jnay prepmr himself, 
os he may prefer, either by embarking in the atnigglca of faction^ 
or by gilding tbnpugb the cntTcitig circle of enjoyuvents wbicli 
fashionable life preaents; but he must rtot have too tanch Imow- 
ledge of tbe coonhy which tic b tn govern. If be poaacsi the 
aiiinintagc of rank^ the latter mnn ciJiii courac, of ftndy, may be 
iul^dciit. If, like Mr- Canning, he want this ailrantugc* the dis¬ 
play of zcfil imd ability aa a potiticsd pEUttzun seems [ndlspens^ 
able; but senkw in India diirfjiiahfiw utterly, hojwUfisly, and 
irncrocnblya 
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tliat Sir Charles MutcalfG ^ms a fit fKjrson to have 
beea i^ertnauewtlj' appoiDtedr the Court thus dealt 
with the general question : “ The Court of Directors 
have leamt with deep regret that Sir Charles Met¬ 
calfe is consfidered bj his Rlajesty’s goTemment to 
bo ineligible to the stutiuli of govemor-geiiemi,* 
and ti[>tin grounds winch would exclude the whole 
service of India fwm that high office. The Court 
of Directors feel little disposed to engage in dis- 
enssiug the merits of an opinion which his Majeaty^s 
ininiaters appeair to have adopted upon the authority 
of Mr* Canning- They will only observe* that the 
whole course of oar transactions in Dfitlah India 
may be referred to^ as furnishing the nio^t eonciusi vo 
evidence that the Eervants of the Company, Ixith 
ttivil and ruililafy, are eniiiiently quolifiod for the 
highest public trust, aud that the important office of 
governor-general has been held by eoveral of them 
with the utmost advantage to the nationa! InteneBts* 
The court will not unnecessarily recsdl to the re¬ 
collect lot i of his Majesty's minis tens those names 
which have rendered the service of India LUuatrious 
’— that service to whose merits, to whose talents and 
high tone of character, tho Jale Mr. Canning has 

* hh DQt the Icas^reinarkfible of th-e rcouirkikblfE draanatniice^ 
of thii case, that Sir Chojlci ^fctcidfE]. who wm dcciacd inclJ^hlQ 
for oifice m Indk. Wth, by thu minktrj- wMcJi rejected liiin, and 
liy their fiaccewon who pasted litm over, deemed digiblc for tlic 
appointmeixt erf goTernor af two diitnat oolDiiial poa«*gioTifli 
neither of whleh he lukd crier seea dll he went to iidimtiistcr the 
gcTvmmeat. For Indin, wliere he hod makuy of cxpoHcacct 
he iDcligiblc^for iauioica and CanidaH wber^ lie tmil hodUh 
he riigihlc* 
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hime^if bonie the moat ntiquoJifietl testimonj. But 
the court caonot Tcfntiu froni obserriugf that, in- 
ile|jciidentlj of the impolicy of putting forth any 
gcneml declaration of ineligibility, his Majesty^s 
ininiaterB appear to them to bo acarcoly justified in 
proposing to narrow tlio choice of the court, by ex- 
eluding any class of tnen, possessing the ncces^ry 
qualificaiion^^, from the office of governor-general ” 

After expressing the de&ire of the court to act in 
concurrence with the advisem of the Crown, it was 
intimated that the expodieiiey of making an ar* 
nmgetnent for filling up the office of governor* 
general would l>e taken into cousideralinn at tf]c 
proper time—for it ia to bo observed, tliat, though 
Lord WilltJini Bentluck had tendereci his reHjgnation^ 
such tender did not^ in the eye of the law, amount 
to an aetual resignation of oflScc.* The jirosideni 
of the Board, however* appears to have talcen a 
difTcrent vi€Hv\ and to have informed the chairaian 
and dcpnty-chaimian that, in consequence of the 
j>roposal of the court to continuo Sir Charles Met¬ 
calfe, tlie miTiistry did not hold thetnselTea bound 
to refmin from making an apfiointmerit under tbe 
provisions of the law ; accoDlSng to ivhich^ tbo right 
la[)scd to the CroiiTO ufter a delay of two months from 
the notification of a vacancy* Tbe opinion of counaci 
was taken on tbe question, and that opinion lieing 

^ DeportoTEr Ihim India, with intcui, to Tctnm in Europe ia 
tantamount to a ns^antkmp RcaignifiDa in Incliu jauhl kio bj 
u doclttratlDn in writiug under bund tmd licnlii delivered to tbe 
secnctaiy in the publie department, for Uie purpoM of being tC- 
c:urdc4. 
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favnursible to tlio court, the prcaident of the Boaul 
mtiinatod that the power of the Crown would not 
bo exercisetl to appoint, without giving a niotitli’s 
notice to the Court of Directors. This was eortoiiily 
no great or generous concession, seeing that by law 
they were eatitleil to two montlis. 

The intimation was given in October, 1834, and 
thus the matter rested till January, lH35,*hy wliicb 
time, the ministerial revolution, occasioneiI by the 
death of Earl Spencer, and the consequent elevation 
of his eon. Lord Althorpe, to the I louse of Peerti, had 
introduced a netv cabinet and now ctumsels. The 
foimer wtis framed from the party who lint) Iteen 
excluded by the Kcecfision of the Whigs, and Sir 

" Tbe mlajjten being; nn^ioiiii for tbe nppointiocnt of m s-ne- 
^Bsor to Lord WiniRm Bcntctickp it idrj Mem iEbexplIcmble that 
the subject ahciuM liiLve been suffered to ^ilecp ; but it is under- 
htood tlsiit they were dcOTous of the appOTUtment nf Mr. Orimt 
to the mid tiuit the iLutlioritiefi of die Campuiy wert^ 

opposed tberetoi TIlu does not nppesr in any sutbon?;ed 
filuipep but the fhet wa$ publicly atfitoii ut u gcnmiL court* on 
the lath of July* 1^3^+ and not licnled. Hate ia n frt±h lUnis- 
tmtlou of the citraorduiBLiy operation of the pfhaetpie innln- 
talued by Mr. Cimnin^ und hia foliowers. Mr. Grant wa? b 
man of talenti and be powsseJ caiiob lufurmatlnn TCladns to 
Kudin i thuq furp npon the priooiplea of cominoo aciuep he wna 
dibble for the office of gOTemor-genend; but further^ ho hnd 
nerer been in India, and^ upon the principle of Mr, O^nln^, thh 
made him more cligihlo* llit father af JVfr* Gmnt, Hks hi* wn. 
trafl a man of tnient^—this ia weU^bia konwlcdge of to din was 
gneateTi more minute, and more aminite rhan cqnld he that of tui 
Ban : thia would «ecin to add to his qunltficaidoai^ but not ao—tbe 
Tcry idreumatance which, inofc than any other, condurod tn the 
extoutt accunveyp and preemiou of hia knowlod^,, put him out nf 
the pale of appointment - be bnd njequlfed bia information in Intlipi* 
and he would, therefore^ bate Iwn ineligible. 
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Kobcrt Peel, for the first time, bold the cbief jilaco 
in it. Tbe difficulty wLicb hatl |irevioijaly itniicded 
the cboice of a go veriior-geuoral no longer oAist- 
tng, the Court of Directors proceeded to exercise 
the power of uppolntmeiit. Their choicti fell 
upon Lorrl Heytesbury, whoso appttmtmeut wiis 
immediately approveJ by the Crown. Sir Chorleti 
Metcalfe Wiis again selected proviBionnIly to suc- 
iHjed on any viicancy that miglit occur by the death, 
resignation, or depirturo of the new govern or'^geue- 
ral. Lord Hoytesbury was sworn into office, and, to 
all appearance, tlie duty of appointing a successor 
waft not likely again to bo eallt^ into exercise until 
the eompletioti by his lordBhi() of the ordinary period 
of service. Hut so far from comjileting that period, 
I^ird Heytesbury iievor commenced it. He took 
the oath of office, and this was the last, as well as 
tho first, of his official acts. 'I'he ministry, under 
which his appotiitnieot had boon sanctioned, pos¬ 
sessed the confidence of the Crown, but failed in 
obtaining that of the House of Comnioufl, A ditso- 
lutioii had been resorted to, but the first division wliich 
took place in the new parliament left tbo ministers in 
ft minority, and, after a brief endeavour to stem the 
tide of op[iofiition. they retired, making way for the 
return of those whom thoy had hut a few months 
before displaced, 5Ir. Grant diil not return to the 
office of president of the Hoard of Commissioners fur 
the Aftairs of India, but became Secretory of State 
fur the Colonial Department, Lis jdace at the Ikwird 
being assigned to Sir Jobn Hobhouse. The prepara- 
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tjons of Lord Heytesbuiy for bia departure were 
complete; but no sooner was the Whig miniatry 
again in office, tban bo rooeivcd an rntimalion of 
the wish of government that ho should postpone 
it. Tliia, after the expiration of three days, was 
followed by a communication to bis lordabip of tlie 
intention of niiniftters to advise bis Majeety to re¬ 
voke the appointnjciit. A confidential communica¬ 
tion of this intention bad been previously mado by 
tlie president of the Board to the ebaimian aud 
cleputy-cbnirman of tbe Company, aud on its being 
cameil into offect, it was formally announced in a 
letter from the president, in which he further stated 
that Diinifitcrs did not intend tn reccjmmeijJ the 
approval of any successor to Lord William lienfiuck 
till that nobleman should have arrived in Englanih 
but that no advantage woubl be taken of the delay 
to exercise the prerogative of the Crown, to the 
prejudice of tbe right of the Court of Directors. 
The courts however, wore by no means satbfed 
with the course that had been adoptedt tbe cfleet of 
which was, to render tbo office of gnvemor-geneiiit 
one of the prizes of party conflict; to connect tbo 
government of India with the parliamentary strug¬ 
gles of tbe United Kingdom, and to isacrifiee the 
interests of tile former country to the alteruftto 
gratification of rival factions in the latter^ They 
conae^iueutly reraoufitrated against the step which 
had been taken. After adverting to the circum¬ 
stances of Lortl Hcyteabuiy's appointment, they 
f^ointed out the diflerence between the mode in 
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which the roytil prerojfativo linrt in this case been 
exerciseJ, and that followed on the only preTioua 
occasion in which the like course had hecn resorted 
to—that of the suj>erBeB5iou of Sir George Barlow 
in 1806, In that case, it was observed, there waa a 
pieviona ititerchauge of flentinieiits between the 
King’s minifitera and the court; and the net of re¬ 
vocation was accompanied by an explanation of the 
grounds upon wiiich it had been advised, and would 
l>e justified; while in the instance ntider examina¬ 
tion, tn* previous coramunicatioa had been mode to 
the court, no opportunity ^vas afforded them to 
state their objections to tho measure, nor had a sin¬ 
gle reason been aBBiguctl in its jaBtification.* The 
discrepancy of the views of tlio ministry, as to the 
expediency of postponing a permanent appointment, 
with those which they entertained a few months 
befoie, when they deemed an immediate appoint¬ 
ment indiB[>enflahle, was pointed out, and, in the last 
place, tliG court thus dwelt upon the danger with 
which tho act of the ministry was fraught to India, 
and the indcpcmlonce of its govern meat:—“The 
court do not forgot that the nomination of Jjord 
lle>teabury was made and his appointment ciim- 
pletod during tho late administmtinn. But this 
fact, connected with Iiis removal by the prewuit 
ministers, Jills the court with apprehension and 

• Sir Jolm Hobtfluso bod mbiiintcd the coutm about to he 
taken to th-c ctuumiiui imdl dciptity-'CltaiTTfiflJii + but the wnuniiiii” 
catiun waSp an olreitdi' obicrred, confidtntml, and iDorcufer, it 
WHA ijaade only the liny preceding that on irhstb the president 
wrote to l^ord Hcytcubory, reqUCfttiiig him te liefer hii depitfttirc+ 
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nlarni, as respcct-s botL India and tliemBeivea. It 
has aJwnvs been the court’a endeaTom in their public 
acts, and oBjieciallY in their nominatimis to office, to 
divust themselves of politiciil bias; and in the same 
spirit tliey now consider it ti> he their duty frnnicly 
and firmly to express their decided conTictioii lliat 
the vital interests of India will bo sacrificed if the 
appoititmentB of goveniore arc made subservient to 
political objects in this country; and if the bical 
authorities, and, through tlieni, all public BeriiTintti, 
are led to feel that tenure of office abroad is de¬ 
pendent upon the duration of an administration at 
home; and. further, that the revocation of an a)i- 
pointmeut, such as that of Lord Heyteshury, for no 
other reaflon, so fitr as the court can judge, than 
that the minifitry has ciiangml, must have the eftbet 
of lessening tlic authority of the court, and coiise- 
(pientlj impairi ng its usefiiloeEH and efficiency as a 
body ititnisted 'oith the government of India,”* It 
is scarcely necessary to ohserve, that the remon¬ 
strance produced no eOect, and certainly none wos 
expected. It u'os not in the hope of shaking the 
decision of the ministry that the remonstrance was 
transmitted by the court; it was dosigned to vindi¬ 
cate their oivn conduct and posilinii, and to place on 
record a ]*ratest against an act which, though un¬ 
doubtedly within the letter of the law, was not less 
undoubtedly at variance vidth its spirit and iiiteti- 
tion. 

To ascertain, beyond the possibility of dispute, the 

* Letter of rtmnnui wd dEiiuty-cIwirnmii, Bill Msy, IB36, 


r 

BHinaH ^FlUE IN T5i"t>lAH 33 

precise extent of the pledge given to refrain from 
tbe exercise of the royal prerogative to appoint a 
governor-gcncffil, shonlil tbe right lapse by tbe ikday 
of tbe court—wliich delay was not their own act, 
but virtimllj imposed on them—amolher letter 
was addressed to tlie prefiident, in wbicli it was 
asaumci] to be the intention of tbe ministry' to con¬ 
sider tbo two months allowed to the directors by 
law for making an appointment as eommcncing 
from the arrival of Lord William Bontinck in Eng- 
lamb The answer of the president dificlaimed tliis 
intcr|>retation, but, at the same time, intimated that 
be was ready to give to tl3e pledge the more ex¬ 
tended sensCf and to construe it in tlio way most 
agreeable to the Court of Directors. Indeec!, if 
tbe coniluet and language of Sir John Jlobbouse 
throughout this transaction be conaidcred apart from 
tbe act of which be W’as either the mover or tbe 
instrument of carrying into eftect, it must hi jus* 
tice bo regarded os courteous^ conciliotoiy, and 
liberoL 

The arrangement by which the choice of a go¬ 
vernor-general wati to bo jKistponed till the arriva] 
of Lt^rd William Bcntinck was discussed by some 
directors, and a diBsent from it was recorded by Jif* 
LyalL Tho cldef ground of bis objection was, that 
before the arrival of bis 1ordshi]i, the period during 
which the court could claim of right to fill up the 
vacancy wouJd havo expired i that, cjunse^jncntly, 
thev would forfeit not only the right of appointment, 
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but tho fiir more important power of recall.* He 
atlmitted that tbo pledge of the president of the 
Boani was satiafactory, so far as himflolf and lii» col¬ 
leagues were concerned, hxit he apprehended that it 
wonhl not be obligatory on a eucceeding administra¬ 
tion, should another change take place before the 
vacancy were supplied. But, iudej«endently of thia 
danger, he objected to the principle of permitting so 
valuable and important a trust that of appointing 
the goTernor-gencral of India to pass from tho 
keeping of the court Tolnntarily, vrithout corre¬ 
sponding advantage, and upon grounds slight and 
inadetiuate. " If,” he continued, "his Majesty’s 
ministers ore impressed with an idea that any i»ajty 
or political feelings would prevent the court’s acqui¬ 
escence in the appointment of a fit and prnpwf per¬ 
son for that high station, I sincerely believe such an 
impression to he quite unfounded. I feel assured 
^hat the court, without regard to any ]JBrty, arc only 
desirous that a person should be selected, whoso cha¬ 
racter and qua] tficati tins shall fit him for an office 
which mny be considered, perhaps, the most impor¬ 
tant in the empire, not only in regard to British 
interests, hut more particularly m affecting the w'cU- 
being and prosperity of a bundreil millions of oux 
fellow-creaturea, whom the inflcnitahle wisdom of 
a Divine Providence has, in regions so remote, placed 
iitider our protection, and snl^ected to our rule- 

• The court ure preeluded by Irw firora leciilling no oiSwr 
Kpfpcnnlcd hj the CraTP n- 



unman empire in inbia- ^ 

Deeply sensible, tfacrefore, of the important trust 
committed to oui charge, I feel it to be our bounden 
duty to maintaiu iuTiolate those powers which are 
conferred upon the court for public objects, and of 
which, tf wo dleiitly suffer tho cfiicieiicj to bo im¬ 
paired, we sbaJl be lending oureolvca to mcaHnrea of 
which our cojistitnenta, jrarliament, and the public at 
large may justly eomplaiti.*’* Sir Hichard Jenkms 
recorded his general concurrence in the views of 
Mr. Lyall. Mr, Tucker, wlm had held the office of 
chairman at the time of Lord IleTteflburv’s appoint- 
ment, subsequently addresised a letter to the court, 
in which ho defended the character of Ijord Hoyteft- 
bury, and justified his own conduct, with regard to 
the choice of that nohlcman for officci He referred 
to the diplomatic senices of his lordship, and to the 
sense entertained of them, not only by those agree¬ 
ing with him in political sentiments, but also by 
some of tliB leading m embers of the party of the 
Whigs. He shewed that Lord Heyteshnry had been 
cniitiuued in tlie office of ambassador in Jtussia Ity 
his political opponents; tliat it was at his own ex¬ 
press desire, made in consequence of tho failure of 
his health, that he was permitted to ret ire t and that 
he then received from Lord Palmerston, the Secret 
tary for the Foreign Department in tho mimstiy by 
whom his lordship was now displaced, a most flatter¬ 
ing testimony to hi? merits and services. But the 
case of the individual. Mi. Tucker oljecrved, was of 
minor considcintioii; the pubUc priuciple involved 
• fJiuent of Lysll t^th Jime, 1833. 
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™ tbe «1uef pint at iesue. “ Ah open attempt,” 
he remarked, “has hcenmatJe to cancel an unelijec- 
tionable appointment, for Tuet® f arty puqiosea, ) 
rendering the governors of India the mere dei^cndent 
nominees of the ministry holding office rhmng plea- 
anre, the adniinistratioD of the day vrill acquire a 
p^-er and influence vrhich will enable it to assnime 
and dispnse the Ineal patrenago of India clandes- 
timlv, without TceponBibilitv. and (wben bad men 
bcar'snny) for corrupt purimsea, for the piniiose of 
obUiining political power in this country, in utter 
contempt of the provisions uf the legislature, 1x)t i 
Rs they relate to Indian patronage, and to the ob* 
jeeta of those more recent cnactmente whicJi profess 

to secure purity of parliament- 

And what will be the situation of the governor 
ulio holds under this precarioiis tenure? Will he 
command the same authority and influence abroad ? 
Certainly not. WiU he be able to govern and keep 
in order that largo and mixed community, among 
udiom are found so many elements of discord? I 
fear not. Will he not be regarded as the mere 
pageant of the ailminiatrtitioa at home? as tho ser- 
Tilc instrument of dispenaing its ptronage? Will 
imv man of honour, of high spirit, of independent 
principles and indepudent fortune, be found to 
accept tho office, and to embark for a distant 
country, when liable to be sni>erscded, upn consi¬ 
derations of plitical conveniency. on any of those 
changes of administmtion which hare been so fr^ 
quent of late years? No doubt tho station will still 
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be tbe object of desire to the mercenary and am¬ 
bitious ; but not to those cmiuoiit and (lisinterested 
men, who alone ought to be selected for so great n 
national trust. And what will bo tho consequence 
«f this attempt to iutroduce tho distiiictious of 
jiurty into India ? What ’i^'ill be its etiect upon tbe 
public servants, the European comiiiunitj, and the 
native i>opulation, which is mpidly acquiring Euro¬ 
pean notiotiB and Uitbita? Our aervauts, imicli to 
their honour, have hitherto looked to distinction 
and promotion as the reword of merit iiuJ useful 
service. Tiiey hove known no party. They were 
actuated by on ardent desire to promote the public 
interests, well assured that tlioir political opinions 
would never he ejuestioned or thought of. They 
acted together with iicrfect cordiality, to promote 
QUO great cud, the public gfx>d, without reference 
to political principles or party connections iti this 
country, ludia was of no [larty, and the Court of 
Directors were considered to be perfectly inde- 
{icndcnt of all political influence. 

«But we aw now to introtluce tUo limigos of 
{vorty into India! The Eurepcaii couimuiiity is to 
be broken iuto those factions which so often agitate 
the public mind in this coimtry, which ao often 
bre«;d <liscord timl tUaturboiice, and cause public 
principle, tho public intorcKts. and tbe fnretings of 
patriotism to be sacrificed to party objects. That 
uuiou which has hitherto constituted our niiuil 
strength and superiority in India will be at tin 
endi and our native subjects will learn to place 
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CHAP, confidence in their o^ti nombers and resourceR, as 
they perceive the foundations of our power to be 
Bhflken. Promotion in the service will be soi^ht 
as the reward of political subserviency, and disttne 
tion and offiee will be bestowed to pnrebaso the 
base and sordid services of political partisans in 
Knglaud, That higli and independent tone of char 
racter which has hitherto distinguished our sorvico 
will degenerate into selfishness; while the business 
of managing adverao parties will bo superadded to 
the multitudinous and ardnons duties which already 
bear so heavily on our govemorB, and which seem 
almost to transcend the onlinaiy powers of man. 
Greatly must the difficulties of the situation ho 
aggravated by the want of permanency in the 
tenure—by the want of confidence on the part of 

the public_by the dim inution of tliat intluence 

which independence usually bestows; and serious 
will be the injury to the public service if the higli 
functionaries of India, feeUng that their situations 
are held only from day to day, should he discou¬ 
raged from undertaking those extended works of 
improvement which require time and persevering 
labour to bring thorn to maturity"* In ctmcln- 
iion, Mr. Tucker defended himself from what be 
regartlcd as a charge of having comjiromised tho 
rights of the Court of Directors as to the appoint¬ 
ment to the office of governor-general, by permitting 
the prescribed period of two months to elapse. 

* Utter frmii H. St. G. Ticker, E«i.» to the Court of Diwc- 
tort'j 0th JnljTi 
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On tlie 29th June, the attention of the House 
of Commona was called to the question hy Mr. ^ 
Praed, who, oil the motion of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, that the order of the day for the 
committee of supply be read, moved an amendment 
caUing for the production of any communicationfl 
that had passed between the Board and the court 
on the subject of the revocation of the appointment 
of Lord lleytesbury. After narrating the eircum- 
stances of the case, the mover of the amendment 
inquired, whether there were any reasons tor the 
objection mado to Lonl Heytesbury whether the 
president of the Board would say that he did not 
consider the goveninient of Iiniia would he safe in 
the hands of Lord lleytesbury—whether he thought 
that tho commands of the govemmeat, here, would 
not be obeyed by the noble lord in India, He ad 
verted to his lordship’s diplomatic services, and to 
tho approimtlon which they liad received from the 
government; he argued that the power by which 
tho appointment hwl been annulled was not a 
matter of piiro prerogative, but was given y 
statute, and that the obvious purpose of the a 
under which it was eserciseJ. and the avowed 
intentions of its fmmers, proved that it was not 
designed to apply to such a case as that under 
iH)n si deration. He referred to the famous contMt^ 
on Indian affaire, between the two great poUtii^ 
parties, which terminated in the tnumpll of , r- 
Pitt and the passing of the Act of 17134. o 

House,” bo observHl, “ h> timihar with the cir- 
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cTirastances uinler ivliich tliat Act was paHsed, 
The groat diflbroiice between the bill ef Mr. Pitt 
and tliat which had been picvlouBly introduced by 
Mr. Fox was this—that the latter went to vest the 
whole patrona^o of India directly in eommiasioneTBp 
while tho former [ilaced it in the hands of the direc¬ 
tors, subject^ howeTrcft to the control of the Cro^'^ ii 
exorcised by the Boanl of Control, in cases where 
any abuse loight exist- If a mere change of minis¬ 
ters ill this comttry wero to justify n change in the 
government of India, how aljisnrd wfis it to leave to 
the Court of Director?, a body fleparate from ant! 
independent of ininistem, a concnrrctit share in the 
choice of the person by whom the govemment of 
India whould bo administered. The Act ot Mr» Pitt, 
which gave to the Compniiy a concurrent share in 
the choice* conld not pofisibly cont^^tnplate a change 
of the 1 person chosen for reasons in which the Com- 
|iftny had no concern-” In illustration of the spirit 
and object of tho arrangement of 1784, Mr. Praed 
quoted the following explanation, by Mr* 1 ilt, of the 
powers of the Board* "Tho prinuijml fiowers of 
the Board would consiflt in directing what political 
objects tlic Company’s Bcrvants were to pursue* and 
ill recalling such a? did not pay obeilience to such di¬ 
rections, or give satisfactory reiiiK>iis to shew that cir¬ 
cumstances ri!ndere<l disobedience a virtue* ’ ” This, 
then,” continued Mn Praod, “was the jmwer of 
revocation possessed by the Crowiu It waa to be 
exercised only in case of di&oliedience of orders, nr 
for gross abuse; ami this power was continued to 
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the CroTvn, as was also the patronage of the direc¬ 
tors continued to them, by the Act of tti33. If it 
were desirable that the extraordinary power thus 
Tested in the Crown BhouJd be sparingly exercised 
under the Act of 17t^4, much more deemible mifl it 
under the Act of 1833; fur under tlie Act of 1784 
tho Company existed os a trading coiupany; under 
that of 1833, as a politicfti body only. Ho^ unwise 
is it to interfere thus arbitrarily irith tlie govem- 
nient of India by tbo Cnnipany, just when we have 
dctemiinefl to maiutain the existence of the Com¬ 
pany solely for the Boke of its utility in tho govern¬ 
ment of India.’- Mr. Praed then referrcl to the 
supposed precedent afi-orded by the case of Sir 
Cwjrge Barlow, which he mainUL’nicd was in fiset no 
]»recedeiit, tho ciroumaUmces being differraC lie 
painted out that when the appointment of Sir George 
Barlow liad been approved, it was upon the under- 
atanding that it was to be tem}mraiy* 
that it v,i 3 S the aamo goverameut which had sanc¬ 
tioned tho appointment which caused it to 
invoked. « The appointment,” said the hononroble 
member, “ might have Itecn judicious or hasty—the 
revocatioti migljt buTe been prciper or unw iso r 
at ail events, since the iipiK)intnient and the revoca¬ 
tion ]»roceeded from the Baine ministem, there was 
iu that case no such nttera]tt as h)is lieen made in 
this, to make the contiuuamm of a gnveraor-gcneral 
iu his station dependent ni^m the continmmee in 
power of the imlitical party by which he was |daced 
there.'' An irregular suggestion having been oiiercd 
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across the House, to the effect tlmt Lord Heytceburr, 
Dot liaTing actually assumed the jijovenjnioiit, was 
Dot “ in hJB statioD,” Mr. Praed proceeded thus to 
combat it: — “ The nppoiDtineDt was couiplete by 
the Compmiy—^ttie apptoTal was completo by the 
Crowu—the forms bad all Wn gone through—die 
expeDse hud all been iDciirred * If the mere irant 
of political sympathy with Lord Heytesbury Diakefi 
him nDfit to hold the goTernmeut of India duniig 
your admiDishratioDi it would have warranted you in 
recalUng him from Calcutta; if it do not make him 
so unfit, it does not warrant you in preventing him 
from proceeding tbitlier;' Ho then reminded ibo 
House that tho power of revocation by the Crown 
WHS not limited to tho office of govcnior-general— 
that it extended to all subordinato officers ; and that 
while it was exercised with regard to the occupant 
of the highest office under the Company to-day, it 
might to-morrow lie employed for the rcmoTal of 
tho most humble of their flervanta. After refer¬ 
ring to the injury likely to result from the course 
taken by ministera. to the just influeuco of the 
Cfimpony in India, and its efficiency as an instru¬ 
ment for governing that country, bo quoted the 
rcToarks of various members of Iwth Houses of Par¬ 
liament, all belonging to the political party opposed 
to Lord Heytesbury, bat all maintaining the impor- 

• A nun prepOTtianed to ihfi luph stailMii ol the office 5* jiAid 
to m outgoinSf goTeraor-gcnenil for outfit. This lind been 
re«ivHl Mid Mpended-thc purpose cf ito «praditor^ beoiff 
fniJtTBtcdr th« moBEj CQO«i:pififDdf 
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tonce of uplMilding tbe Company on the groimd of 
its freedoin from party feeling,* 

After some personal remarks, to which it is un¬ 
necessary more particularly to refer, Mr. Pined thus 


• The first iiwtatian ’una fttiin a spetcli of Mr. GharlfiB Hnin^ 
during the discqssiDn of 1833. in whicli tw 

[mother most important considenniffli in coOMcdon with the 
tcnewBl of tl* dmrter. By the interposition of the Campstry 
between tlie govcinment and the people of Inrlin, the latter, m 
prevented fronr bemg «pe««i to sU thtee eontinued 
of politicnl feclmga and parties te which they must have been 
■objeot had they been under the direct dnmiman of the “ 

Jid^d. Had this been the cfl«. I cannot help fEding ^ 
state of poUtical esci teiMot which wnohl iK 
have led to disaatrons conEwpienee-i. that mj!clne& of all ^ 
wcuM liftfe enmed* and void hn.ys fbirmed an iiiiimnOTiii ^ 
bairicr to the advance and imymvtsmuat of the P“Pln, I Mnn“ 
eonocive any thing more disadvaDtegeone to the people t . 
being madi: the sport of party poaeiotia and pchtwwl f 5* 
wluch take plwit in tins ccriintfy# 

Mr. Prawl’a awond qtiaation was from a •" 

the year 1833. by the Mamuia uf I^ansdowtus. w^ achnn ed^ 

CMupon, i. keq^ tbe inlnaiU of In^ ..du-W u ■ 

-t 

veiling body In the posseaMon al patroiu^ win-. 
be acnwobled for by the gladiators of 

Thu third and iMt quotation was from - .l«d» of Mr 

ddh-rf!.«»■r.’ti ,— 

u i-r.riaaw._S'lT WB wwl a » mfScpenucDs 

It TM ftH lOiliaWl . WkiPt'l a - t .taavll lisa 

of the Crown, and no more tbsa indE^dir^ ^ ^ 

neither the tool of the ministry nor of the 

easy in a counrty liho thia to eonatituie such n body - . 

heard luggeated would be sm-h * ““J ■ Whatever 

stnwiic as its mmstitatioii may appear, » such a y, 

-s^' “• tL" "* 

wrongly, it docs not act from poUtiral ron-idcrntwita. 
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concluded When public ecnants are sent to 
ludiii, it is next to impossible, from the nature of 
their education and their habits, for them to judge 
of (juestiomt coiicemiug the Indian government ex¬ 
cept uiw>n local iufonnation- It is, therofure, the 
duty of a govemniont to send out the most unpre¬ 
judiced tuen, Biid not to add to the ignorance of the 
stTunger the zeal of the partisan. On the 6aiue 
principle ought the House of Commons to act in 
passing their judgment upon official appointmeii^ 
to the goTenunent of India, or otherwise it will 
adopt a course which by gencml admission must be 
most detrinienfid to the public interests." 

Sir John Hoblioufie, as might be c!Cj>ected from 
his official position, took the lead in defending the 
cemduct of the minietry in superseding Lord Heytca- 
buiy: and after declaring bis intention to refuse the 
papers moved for, making aomo remarks, according 
to the practice of all lumistcrs on such occasions, on 
the inconvenience of producing paiHjre, and riuoting 
the authority of Lord Grenville on tlie subject, pro- 
cf:e<led to state the ground on which the cabinet 
had acted ; that greutul being, that Lortl Ileyteihujy 
did not iioEsess their confidence. ** The King’s go¬ 
vernment," said the right honourable baronet, had 
to consider whetlier it would be answerable for Lonl 
Heytesbury’s govcniment in ludia or not; and, not 
wl:jhing to Ite anaw erahlo for it, the courwi it liad to 
take was simple and obvious. I re|n?at than, that 
not only were we justified in vacating Ids appoint¬ 
ment, hut we were called upon by the coustitutirui 
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to do SO ; for it h one of the first principles of the 
coJiBtitution, Uiat there shall in all cases be respon- 
sible advisers for erery aiit done. This is the i^l 
cause of Lord Ueytesbury’s not going to India.” 
Proceeding to assert the right of the Crown to re¬ 
call, or cancel an nppoiatment, he agoin referred to 
the authority of Lord Grenville, find ijnoting a de¬ 
claration of that noblemnii, that it was alwap in¬ 
tended bv the Act of 1784, that his Miyest/s 
ministers should have the power of recall at discre¬ 
tion, he asked. « Now, if the honourable member 
admits thiSK-if he do not mean to .llspute thot h,s 
Majesty’s ministers have the power to recall at their 
own discretion—what just cause of complaint has 
he to make, because they now, at their deerelion. 
have ventured the exercise of it ?” Sir Jolm 
Hebhouse noticed, os on unpropitlous for the 
mover of the amendment, thot he met with no sj-m- 
pathv from those connected with India an mter 
csted in its welfare; especially, the prepne- 

tom of East-India st<«k * He admitted that what 
l»d ben done ndgtt oponit. inoon,onu,-nt^ v.,th 
Kjanl to the autboritj- of tl.o ComponT: tat ho 
mltained th.t it vould ta n ta n o»o n.u^t 
tta feding of oordtait,. so nccMsarp to ta mp- 
portod. tatweon the hood of tta Inflta. go^^nol 

L the eelnnel et tame should ta deetrojed. He 

• The sobiert W cit El that thw been ^"8^* 

propnotdre; but «t a by the bulkO, for the 

parliament. 
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quoted nil opinion of one of the diroe tore of tlip 
Efist-lndia Company, to the effect that tlie governor- 
general of India had always been a political ebanuv 
ter of distinction coTinected with the goTernment at 
home, and that ho must possess the confidence of 
the nntiomil government * After some remarks on 
the pCTWtial topics mtioduced by Mr. Praed, Sir 
John Hobhouse passed to the allGgotion that tio 
corrcapondonce bad taken place 1>etweeii the Board 
and the court on this occasion, in which respect tho 
case vaiied from that of Sir George Barlow. The 
answer of the president of the B-mrd w-aa, that such 
correspondence was uimeoeasary, imusmucli ns it was 
itidispntable that Lord Heytesbury had not the con¬ 
fidence of his Majesty’s ministens, and it was quite 
impossible for tho court to coimnce them that lie 
poflseascd it, and be added: ” To delegate high and 
importaiit duties to meu not politically or personally 
attached to us wonhl be on the part of ministers 
B feeblenefis; not only foolish, but fatal. For after 
having jiclded in the outset of the coiUcat to a diffi¬ 
culty of oui own creating, and which a duo regard 

■ The dirtctor nlluded h) ww Hiiuiy St. George Tii«lc«ri ft**!-* 
who, in a Irtier whleh he rahMqiiendy addrawd to the Co«tt of 
Dheetori {part of which is fiuoted wi gp. 36—3S>. yindiented hi»- 
icif frntw what he conceived no injorMnw chu^. 'Oie paseiiB® “i 
Slf John Hqbhouec’e speech wm quoted by Mr. Tucker £twn the 
report of n dnily newipaper, end d«e not prediely corresitoiid 
with whut ia itited in the text, which « founded on the report 
the ‘'Mirror nf Perlieiuent." The word* of Mr, Tucker. »• 
quoted by himielf from paper* leconlcd by hltn. viiy digbUy 
fron the reporl of the *' Mirror of Poriiaineat.” but very matcriully 
from that of the newipapar. 
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to OUT honour and interest told us that wo ought, at 
whatever risk, to incur, we should have dropped 
fnuu oonccasion to concession, till at last losing every 
rciniiant, not only of power, but of character, w© 
should liave fallen, and deservtully fallen, covered 
with the bitter acorn of our enemies and the con¬ 
temptuous pity of OUT frieuds." In coudugion, the 
president rc|»eated the expresaion of his detennina- 
tion to wjtliliijld tbe paii^srar 

Ml. Hogg* replied to the arguments of Sir John 
Hobhouse, and referred to the circumatancos under 
which, ill 1784. the power of vacating the office of 
goTcraor-goneral Itad been vested in the Crown, aa 
proving that this iiowcr was never meant to bo 
esercised but in cases of gross misconduct, that it 
wns never designed to be employed for party pur 
poses. He referred to the case of Lord Minto, 
appointccl under a Whig administration, and i>er 
mittod by a Tory one to retain his office unmolested; 
Olid to the still stronger case of Lord Wilham Bcn- 
tinck, who, having been appointed under the admim^ 
tration of Mr. Canning, was allowed to retain ha 
appointment by two successive premicr^I-o^ 
Godoricli and the Duke of WelUngton-althoo^i. 
like Lord Heytesbuiy. he had not embarked ffir 
Indio, and oltbough, with regard to tbe ® 

two ndiuinistrationa, that of the Duke of V, ellmg- 
ton. Lonl WiUiam Bentinck enjoyed its confidence 


• ItiDBV be proper to notiee tint Mr. Hopf. »>w a 
of the Eo^ulndis Co«i»njf, wm act » m the time 
ilcbate. 
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to no grefttar extent then did Lord llejdesbnry 
thnt of the cabinet of Lord Melbourne. He con 
eluded with an enii>hatic warning, well deserving 
of being (luoted and remembered. He said, 1 shall 
l,eg the attention of the Hoiieo for a few inimitca 
to the confloquences in India of making the pi- 
Tortior-generul a political 

resided ill Calcutbi for ftercntocll years in a situation 
wholly onconnectetl w'ith the Bervice,* I «>fty ^ 
pofinitte<i to bear testimony to the merits of that 
service; and I will venture to assert, that in no 
comitiy was there over a body of public servaMs 
more dietinguished fnr talent, intclligenoe, integnty, 
and a high senso of honour, than the civil and 
military sorvonte of the East-lndia CompanT. To 
what. Sir, do I attribute tUe great efficiency of that 
service? tnianly to this—that in India patronage 
has hitherto been purely and jnstly distnbuted, free 
from all fjersoiuil and political iulluolice, ilen have 
lieen appointed to public offices from their sending, 
cxr>eriencfe, and fitncas. without reference to poli¬ 
tics; and you have, therefore, had able and di»- 
titiguisUed public servants in India- What, Sir, must 
be the const^tuence. if the appointment be con- 
siderc*! a jiolitical one; if a Whig goverament must 
have a Whig ^vemor-gencml, and a Tory govern¬ 
ment a Tory governor-general? The person so 
named will carry with him to India his political 


* Mr. Hogg bdd oJEm of high tniit In tlw Supreme Court. 
an eetnbliahmcat with which ndtlier ^ Coart of Directore nor 
the locnJ govcniment have .my coiuiectiaB. 
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feelings ftTid nnti will there ^ii<tribiite hie pa- 
tmnage for electionecritig iind political pxirposes. 
irithont refcrencG to the mcrita of the indhiiluals; 
awl the public interests will thus he sacrilicwl and 
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Sir Robert Peel took the same side, and with re- 
fcrt'Uce to the admissioti that, if LopI Heyteshun 
bad been in Tijdim the new adminbtnition would 
not have reealletl him. he Justly inquired, “ Why 
not ? If a want of confidence in Lord tlejieabury. 
grounded on dilTereiiccs of poUtiod opinion, justifies 
tbd revocation of the noble lord’s appointoient, 
would it not also justify bb removal from the 
moat of Indisu Hupposinglie had a^umed 
material for debate liadJiowevGf. been sa coiniikdely 
pxhttusteil bj preceding speakers, that neither ir 
Robert Peel nor the ininistcrlnl lemkr, Lord . o n 
Russell, by whom he was followed, could do more 

than pass ogain over the trodden ground, and endea¬ 
vour, bv iRime additional iUii-Stmtion, to give au ap¬ 
pearance of novelty to old views and argumenta. 
Rtsidea tiie memln'fs already mentioned, Mr. Sydney 
Kerbert and Mr. Cresaett Pelham spoke again-st the 
ministers ; and Mr. Cutlar Fergusson (who had just 
roHmiuishedthenflicc of an Ra^t-Indb director for 
« ministerial appointment), Mr. Silk Bnck.ughnm, 

and Mr. Vernon Smith, in their favour. t>n a divi- 
,s1on. the motion for the pnKluction of the lepers 

The queBtion whioli formed the subject of delate 
voi.. VI. E 
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has hGcii SR fully <liscuRsed in n former place,* tlial 
it must be unnecessary to add any thing licre to tlie 
ample referenoGs wbicb have been made to the nrga- 

mcnts employed hy the controversialists, i»tb In and 
out of parlia^mnt. The revocation of the appoint¬ 
ment of Lord Heytesbury was an act of similar cba- 
meter to that by 'alnch the appointmeiit. of Sir 
George Harlow was aniudleii, but the impropriety 
was of a more aggravated nature. It was one of 
the strongest instances on recorrl, in which a power 
was exercised within the strict limits of the 
but in a manner altogether at varinnee with ita 
spirit. It was one of tliofie acts by which n political 
party loses far more in character than it can jmssiWy 
g!Vin in any other way. 

Lord viaibam BentineV, whose approaching re¬ 
tirement Imd letl to the disputes and discuBaions 
which Imve lieen narrated, quitted India, as already 
notified, early in 1835, and Sir Charles Metcalfe 
succeeded, hy virtue of his provisional apiiointnient, 
to the chief seat in ermneiU His ad ml nfst ration was 
riiort, and was disiiiignisbed by little deserving of 
especial record. It will chieHy be reniemWrcd by 
ono act. >v1iich can scarcely fail to have a powerful 
elfect, either for good ttr fer evil, upon the interests 
of Indio, and of the British govennnent in that 
country. This act was the removal of the rcatnc- 
tioiiB to which the public press in Indio wm pre¬ 
viously subjected. For a long period precdliiig the 
* VOI- p* Sfir 
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year 1818, the prees had been subject to a cen- 
sondiip, a measure first resorted to duriuff the wap 
with France, with a 'I'iew of preventing the emis- 
Eiarieft of the enemy in India conveying intelligence 
derived from the newetnipers imbli&hed there to the 
French eniizers in the Indian sens, Tho Manquis 
of Hastings wos imlucwl to intDJduce a different 
ejstem — partly, it may be presumed, by the iiifiu- 
ciicc of one of his ruling passions, the love of popu¬ 
larity, but partly, also, by another motive. The 
editors of newspipers were generally Europeans, 
and dieulvedience to tbe orders of tho ceosunito was 
liable to be visited with dejiortatiori—the Com¬ 
pany’s gnverument having at that period the power 
of removing, from all parts of India, any person, not 
native born, whose residence there was considered 
dangerous. An Anglo-Indian* editor, at length, re¬ 
collecting that this pnnishment could not be applied 
to him, set the government at defiance, and refused 
to be restrained by the directions of tbe censor. Tho 
government then made u merit of necessity, and re¬ 
moved the censorship, but substitnied a set of rul^ 
to which they reqnircd tho coiuluctotB of the periodi¬ 
cal press to conform.! Tliis was regarded ns equi¬ 
valent to the eatablishmcnt of a free pTvss, nr at 
least it was professed to be so regarded by those who 
wished to commit the govonior-general to such a 
measure, aa well os by the governor-gene rat himself, 

• A miHi of Eunppeaii JmccpI. bm bom in laiiio. 

t Eridcacc of C. Lushiagten, Eaq., mmmittK of 

Hp«ie of CQmmaiu^ 1032* 
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who luxuriated iu the public con/?ratulutioiia poured 
in upoQ Mib wUli rt'fcrenco to tliii* oxtnutrdinarT 
exercise of lilienalitv- The press, indeed, 'was re¬ 
lieved from the ceiisurate, but editors were en¬ 
joined to etuuply with tlie rules intn>tlucefl in tlie 
plaeo of that more direct clteck ujam publication— 
they were rebuked by the gnverimient, of which 
the Martpiis of HasiingB was the head, when tiie 
rides were disregarded, autl reproof, on these ocea- 
aioris, bbs not umningltd with referenco tnthe power 
of inflicting summary punisliiuent u|ioii Luropeim 
offenders. The governor-genera!, indeed, who iiad 
euloginetl a free press, lUid taken crciUt for bostow- 
ing this boon upon India, could not w'itb decency 
be n party to tlie infliction of such piinishtneut for 
using the privilege which lie had professed to grant, 
His immediate succesiMir, Mr. Adam, was not so 
shackled; and an editor who peraevered, after many 
warnings, in iiassitig the bounds prescribed by the 
rules, was ordered to quit the country. The autiio- 
rity of the Supreme Court was suiwequontly obtained 
to tlie pasEfing of more stringent rules, and under 
tiieso nilea one or two newspapers were aiippresMHi. 
The alxjve were the cliariges to winch the press was 
mihjected in Ueiigal, At Madras, the cenEiorship 
had never lieen aliolislied, At Bfimbay, the regub- 
tiodfl of the ilarquis of Hastuigs were introduced 
by Mr. ElpbinstoiK', and the censorslilp .abandoned. 
The more severe regulations, established in Bengal 
under the government of Mr. Adam, were aubse- 
quentiy ailnpted at Bombay; but, as tlie Supremo 
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Caurt refused to register tbem, their elTect was 
limited. Such ires the state of the press wbeu Lord 
William Beiitinck arrived iu India, and his lonl^hip. 
though an oiitentotioua uplioUlcrof lilieral measures, 
made tio change. Du ring h is adm i nistmt ion, indeed, 
little or no interfcreiicc with the press took place; 
either tiDno was needed, or Lord William Bentinck 
was from principle averse to iuterferonce, or it might 
be that the [iress was, for the most part, laudatory of 
the governor-general and hia measures. Some at¬ 
tempts were made to induce liim to take a more do 
cided course, and his lordship ansarcred, that the sul^ 
jeet Was under considerction. Consideration, liowcTcr, 
was all it received, and it wiis left to Sir Charles Met¬ 
calfe to reap the haireat of popular ajiplause conse- 
*|acut upon renioTiiig all restraint upon thepablica- 
tifiii of opinion. Under his brief and temporury 
administration, an Act was juissed reiwaling tho ex¬ 
isting regulations, and giving to tho press, hi regard 
to the t>u1dicatioti of jiolitical periodiculs, a greater 
ilcgrec of freedom than is enjoyed in Liigland, 

On this measure, iifl may l»e supimscii, opiiiionm 
both in India and at home, widely diftbred. By fiomo 
it WES eulogiijed for its liberality' hy othera con 
ilenined for its imprudence. Of this latter quality 

it seems impossible altogether to acquit it. Wlit- 
ther the rejical of all restrictiotifl on the press were 
or were not good in itself, aciinus objections lay 
against tlie time chosen for eftbeting it, and the cir¬ 
cumstances under which it was accotuplished. Sir 
i'liarlijs Metcalfe held the reins of goveniiuent hut 
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aa the substitute foi anotlier. He wtis aware, not 
only thiit bis administration was temponirv, but that 
its term would be sbort. He bail reoson to beltCTe 
that bis Bueisessor was on the sea, and lie knew that 
with tbo arrival of that siieoeBSor bis authority coded. 
He might readily imagino that the expected go¬ 
vernor-general would be In poseeosion of the riowe 
of the hfinie authorities on so important a subject, 
wliich Sir Charles Metcalfe certainly wm not; ami 
this adds greatly to the anioiint of bia imprudence. 
He knew that, in setting free the presa, he was 
binding the government to mi Act wbieb could 
not be recalled without multifold iueonTcnience, 
Tiie home authorities bad indeed the legal power of 
rescinding the law, but such u stop would have been 
attended by ctmsequctices which, to a mind so acute 
os tliat of Sir Charles Metcalfe, could not fail to 
present themselves. Ho ought not, therefore, to 
linve placed them in a Bituation which rirtually de¬ 
prived them of the power with which the law in¬ 
vested them. A governor-general permanently afi- 
liointei) ought not to have thus acted—still less 
should such a course have been taken by a govemor- 
gencral acting only provisionally. If be thought the 
press ought to be free, it was his duty to represent 
his opinion to tlieliome authorities, atul to ask their 
sanction to the passing of tui Act to give to that 
opinion eftect. The great danger with regard to 
govemmeuta at a distance from the supreme power 
lit home is, that they should become in practice, 
if not in theory, aljsolute am! hide pendent. The 
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evidence of liiatoir strikingly illnstmtes this prin¬ 
ciple, mid every advance, in fiueU a direction, should 
bo carefully restriuned. 

These remarks ap|<1y especially to the position of 
Sir Cbnrk's Mctcalffc The qaesuon, whether or 
not the press, in a country situated as is India, 
should be free is not perhaps so easily miswcred. 
It may readily be conceded that in England, and 
ill every country siinilarlv sitnated, the press should 
enjoy ^wrfect liberty—that every individual should 
have the right of iiublishing, without control, what¬ 
ever may jilease him; mid that, after publicntion, ho 
shoulii be lialde to no legal penalties. esc€|it in coses 
where ho may have offended against the laws of 
nionility, or given utterance to that which is false 
as well as scaiidaloua. This timcli may b? gnmted, 
blit then follow the tjnesttoiis—Is India in the same 
sdtuatiou with England i and, if not, can the swno 
dcgi-ee of liberty which may bo safely cruoyed m 
England be safelv conceded to India? No one wdl 
answer the femier question in the affirmative, mid 
before replying to the latter it would he well to bear m 
mind the many peculiarities of our |POsitioa in India. 
A handful of foreigners cjtercise rule over niilliona 
of natives—some of them of warlike habits—many 
of excitable tenipcrtiment. We hold our doinmioa 
l>v a native aniiy composed of wen such as Iiav^ 
just been described. The people of India too, it 
should he remembered, have never been accustomed 
to the use of a free press, nor to any free com- 
mLinimtioti of opiniott — huve no experience 
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of free i])StitatioDs at all—such itistitutieJis liavo 
net, as ivitL the great Sasoii communities, grown 
with their progress os a peo[ile and gatlierc«l 
Etrength from their gnulunl development—tliey are 
in India exotics, and, like other exotics, are in 
danger either of perishing from neglect, or, from 
iiijndieiouB cultnrc, of mmuiig into wild and rank 
exiilierance. If there be ono institatiou of which 
Englislilneu are jusllv proml, it is tliat of trial hy 
jury i but trial by jury caJinot exist, to any benefi¬ 
cial porpfise, excepting in countries where a senso 
of justice and a spirit of independence are genemUy 
diffusetL All cniightDiied men are sensible of the 
advantages of representative government; hut no 
man, whose opinion is worth taking, would say that 
representative government could be introduced with 
benefit, or even with safety, into India in its pre¬ 
sent ctinditiou. As, therefore, exceptions exist with 
regard to institutions unqucHtioiiabiy beneficial in 
conutries prepireti to use them, why should it be 
thought that there can be no exceptitm to llie 
liberty of the press ? Vet it appears that there are 
tboee who tlms think, for the advocates of an uti- 
reatricted press in India seldom attempt to ilefeiid 
it by argument; they content themselves with de- 
clmuation on the natural right of man to publish 
his thoughts, on the advantages of knowledge, the 
tyranny of restraining the free communication of 
opinion, and topics of the like description. Among 
the more distinguished champions of tlie frcoilom 
(tf the press in linlia. Is to be reckoiieil the author 
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of the medsuro wliich it was establiithei]. Sir 
Chiirlcs Mctcalfc himself. The inhuhitatits of Cal¬ 
cutta n,i I dressed Tiiiu iu terms of congratulation on 
the occasion, and he rep lie*] in a manner which, if 
not perfectly suited to hjs station as goremor-gene- 
rul uf India, was distinguished by the talent and 
energy of an aide and sanguine adTocate, Such an 
advocate, uiort; esjieclally when speaking iu his own 
case, ifl entitled to be heard, and juBtico it-qiiirea 
that tbo chief argumetitH of the lihcml govemor- 
geiicrttl should be presented. Tho fidJowing may 
he considered to be the foremost in importance: 

•* To all who doubt the espeilieticy of the liberty 
of the press, 1 would say, that they have to shew 
that it tniist neecissarily cause imminent peril to tho 
]>ub1ic safety, such as would not exist without it, 
and cannot be averted by sidutarj' laws j for other¬ 
wise tlicm can be no doubt that freedom of public 
discussion, which is nothiug more than the freedom 
of sjicaking aloud, is a right belonging to the peo¬ 
ple, which no govemniciit has a right to withliold. 
It also rests with them to shew, that the entonmui- 
cation of knowioilge is a corse, and not a lienefit. 
and that tho essence of good govcrnmcnl Ls to cover 
the land with darkness; for otherwise, it must lie 
admitted to bo one of the most ipipcrwtivo duties 
of a govcrunient to ooiifer the irnmlcuhiUe bless¬ 
ings of knowledge on the [leoplej and by what 
means con this 1m? done more eftectuolly than by 
the unrestrained liberty of piihlicatlon. and by the 
stimulus which it gives to tlie isiwers of the tiiind? 
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If their argumont be^ that the spreail of know[edga 
may eTeiitufilly be fiital to our mlQ in India, I 
elc>3€ with tbcRi on that point, and maintain that, 
w’hatever may be the consociuencet it is our duty to 
commanicato the Ijnaunfits of knowledge^ II Inflia 
Cl mid only he preserved as a part of tho British 
empire by keeping ita inbaljitants hi a state of 
ignonitioe* our domination would ho n curse to tho 
comitryi and ought to ccoftp. 

But I see more ground for just apprehension in 
Fgtioranee itself. 1 look to the inrreaac of know¬ 
ledge with ti hope that it may strengthen our empire; 
that it may remote prejudices, swiften asperititsSr and 
substitute a mtioiml ennvictiou of the benefits of our 
government; that it may unite the people and their 
rulers in syiuiJ^tby ; nnd that the di(Terences which 
sej>firate them may be gmdually lessencsb mid iiUi- 
nmtely nimibilated. Whatever^ Imwever, bo the will 
of Almighty Providence respecting the future govem- 
meat of ludiat it ib clearly our duty, jls Imig ua the 
charge bo confideil to our hands, to execute the trust 
to tho best of our ability for the good of the people* 
The promotion of knowledge—of which the liberty 
of the pressi is one of the most eflictent iastmtiieiits— 
is inanifestiy an c^■st‘iltiaI ^lart of that duty. It cannot 
htv that wc are permitted by divine authority to lie 
here merely to collect the revenues of the country, 
pay tlie establishment necessary to keep possess!otu 
and get into debt to Hii]iply tlie deficiency p We are 
doubtEess here for higher [jurposea; one of which is, 
to pour tlm euliglileiieij kimw ledge and civtiizatiom 
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the arte and Bcicuces of luirtipe, orer the land, and 
thereby improve the eondition of the people. No¬ 
thing, surely, ia more likely to conduce to those 
ends than tlie liberty of the press. 

“Those who object to it ore further bound to 
show' that it is not j^alutary for the govenuneiit and 
ite fiinctioiiAries to have the chock of a free press 
on their cod duct, and that the exercise of arhitniiy 
power over a restricteil press is prefcmhle to tha 
control of the laws over a free one — -asatiniptioiiB 
which cannot be maintaiued." 

After diverging, to pass n lofty panegyric on Hr. 
Adam, by whom the severer restrainte tiima the press 
were introduced in the year 1823, and conjecturing 
' — on whut ground does not appear — that, had tluit 
geutlemon been alive, and at the bead of the govem- 
tnent in 1335, he wonld have been tiie foremost to 
propose the abolition of liia own law, Sir Charles 
Metcalfe thus mlverted to the difficulty of legislating 

on the sulyect of the press ; — 

“ You have alluded most Justly to the difficulties 
that beset the fniming of a I*''*' to restrain all ci- 
cesscs and injuries which may lie committed by 
means of the press. On this point, I fear, legisla¬ 
tion is set at defiance. e cannot apparent I j enjoj 

the liberty of the press without being esposed ite 
licentiousness. We must submit to the attenihmt evil 
for the soke of the predominant gocKl, Although the 
IjDundary between liberty and licentiouHncss is per¬ 
ceptible enough in practice, it con hardly be defined 


CHAP. 

XXIX. 


60 


mSTOBV OF TRE 


CHAfr 

XXIX. 


I>v law ivitboTit tlip danger isf encfoacliing on usoful 
libtfrty. The Itiwi of Englanil havi* utterly fkileil U* 
pniTtnt the licentinnsiieiffl of tbe presj, aiiJ yet, jK?r- 
haps, coulJ liuTiUy be mftcle more efliciciit without 
i^ndungering its frec<1i>m. Mueb, therefore, iicces- 
Barily tlepenfls on the gootl senae and g^ood taste of 
those ivho wield the ^lowcr which the press confers. 
The worst enemies of the press are such of iU con¬ 
ductors as destroy its iuttuence by ]»rosti luting its 
use, for tbe gmtification of base passions. Wiiou 
]ni1ilic measures arc folly and freely dJiieusBed, tuid 
cenaurcEl or approved, as may lie, in a spirit of eaiv- 
dour aiid Justice, the influence of the preaa must be 
great SLud beuoticitd. I3ut when men find themselves 
the object of gross personal twiirrility, without any 
refereace to public mcosurCiA, or real chamcier and 
conduct, they may at first feel ptiiu ; because sensi¬ 
tive men, with benevolent dispositions towards all 
their fclJow-creatiires, grieve to jicrceive that they 
have rancorous foes, busily employed against them, 
but lurking in conceuliuent, tbe cause of whost* en- 
111 ity they know' not, arid whose wmtli they huvo no 
[lower to appease. Hut they cannot resjiect the iu- 
utrument of unjust viruieucet they must know’ that 
such attacks proceed from [lersojml hatred or w'antmi 
rnoliguitv; aud they must learn to despise caJuinny, 
which cumiot be guarded against by any goodiief« 
of ineasuies or any correctness of conduct. Tho 
prtipor iuftuence of the press is thus ilcstroyed; and 
iiltiniately, just censure, which would otbenvi&c tic 
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respected uiid dri^nfledt is disrcgarile^] and diHeredlted, 
Biid l>eiDg confoiiiidetl with the iuebs af iitdisjcriiiii- 
nate abuse* Ic^es its due cflect ” 

The ruinarkfl of Sir Cliarle^ Metcalfe hi»ve been 
fjuoteii more freeljthan might liave npjieflred neecsi- 
Rirv, in onler that tils own defence ef hi^ oven casi' 
might be ealiibitefl with suiJie degree of fill ness aiifl 
fompleteaess^ Ol) first reailing, it is* not ill caleu- 
kted to impose on tlio ear of all. nivd to cany owuy 
the judgment of those who are not aecustomet] to 
subject argument, or that which ia iutenderl to pai^-' 
fiir nrgumeut, to aiij rigoroufl examination. To 
readers of a diffoneiH class, it will appear little more 
than a string of plausible fatlocles, enforced with a 
degree of jamip and au ostoiitatioiiS show of convic- 
tioii which may partially conceal the utter want of 
precise views mEuiifeat throughout, but which cannot 
supply their place. The first fallacy to be noticed 
is, that of con founding knowledge—the w'ord bemg 
used without qunlification or explanation -witli 
political discussion, political doclnmation. and 
Utical invective or abuse. It was against news- 
papers that the restrictions on the press were mainly 
ot>eralive, and against them only, inasmuch as they 
entered into political questions in whieh l!ieg»«orn- 
nient might be iuteieflted. Now, that which was 
forbidden to puhlishcii was iml knowledge hut 
opinion, the only exct'ption lieing aiforderl by the 
prohibition, during the war, of publishing nautical 
intelligence which might have been available to the 
tisi* of the enemy. It was the publication of opimoii 
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that was in ordinary cjjtfM?s restricted, md that alone. 
Where, it inay bo coafidcntly a^jked, are tJie in¬ 
stances c>f govemnient uiterfering to check, ij) anj 
degrcct the didiij^ioii of tbiit T^'hich may be properly 
called knowledge, whether hi^itoricai, idiyfilcal, or 
abstract? The rulers of British India have lione 
mucli to aid the sproad of kitowlcHlge*- nothing to 
impede it. The wariuegt advocates the difftision 
of knowledge, in India, may doubt the expediency of 
expofliiig the mintis of itf* people to the influence of 
political agitatorst and they are not, therefore, hound 
to shew that the eascuce of good goveranicnt is to 
cover the land with darkness ” though even darkness 
is preferable to the false arid dangerous Tneteur 
which shines only to betray* The assertion that, if 
India could only be preserved as a part of tho British 
empire by keeping its inhabitants in a statn of 
igiionince^ our domination would be a curse to the 
country, and ought to ccase^” is a striking in^itanee 
of the looseness and Tagueness which pervade the 
entire composition. If Rngland coultl only maintain 
her l iiilian cm]nre by koeplrig the peojde in igno¬ 
rance, and were dii^posed so to maiiiiain it, how dues 
it follow that her domination would l>e a cutsc, and 
ought to cease 1 To make this ti)i|»areiit, it inust he 

* The Euat-ludiii CompikPT (uid their gavernintat haTu act 
obtained the degree of crtdJtp is this respert, whkb they deaerve. 
Their effotts to difEb^e a knrawledgo of Edeoce, iroii more ea- 
peCinUy of those depsrtmeiiitSp aa medicine iiad eiargcry, which sn! 
most closely caniiected wish the well-being of rontikind^ Jiave been 
great, though from the rimple and unofttentadotui majiacr in which 
they have b«u made, they have mttmeted little niaice. 
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fiiiewn tliatj but for the douiiimtion of Etrj^Iand, 
knowledge wouli] beadvimeed and extendCotiltl 
this be hoped fo r frtnn tbofte hi hi whose hands the 
jjfFVomment would fall, were the jiower Imnsreirod 
from the hands \rhich uow holtl it ? Have the Native 
flowers of India been genemlJj dktingubhed 
encouragers of knowledge, or ia there any rational 
ground of hope that they will soon become mtthl 
It ift, indeed, our duty to give to the people, iu the 
meaauro that they arc prepared to receiTc them, the 
advantages which we ouraolTBs cujoy; but if wc fail 
of the just performance of tliis duty — if we render 
tho c^mditioii of its people no Tictter than it won Id 
bo under their Native rulers — it cannot justly be 
said (if we make it no wm^) that our dontinatJon 
is a curse, and oughts therefore^ to eeaiw. 

So again, the as^iertion t!iat, if wo ileny kuowletlge 
to be an evil, we must admit it to be one of the moat 
impcititive duties of goTerament to confer its bk'ss- 
ingB on tbe people — this is one of those a weeping 
a^sumjitioiis which require to be cfiiLshJeitiblj quali¬ 
fied tiefore they be cither admitted or denied. In 
a country^ like India, rerjnJriiig an extenial impulsct 
it is desirable that the government ^^bould actively 
encourage the extension of kutiwlcdge- There, n 
maxim which has been laid down for the government 
of kingdoTiiSt but vi’hicb is most iin-*iuitetl to the 
state of England, is strictly oppli^’nblo—to do cveiy 
thiug for the pcoph* — little or nothing by thom^ In 
England, and countries in the like situation^ where 
a [lortion of the jieople have attained a very' higli 
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State of montal cultivatioD, an nctive intcriepenpo 
on the part of goveniment is to be deprecated, as 
tending mtlier to embarrass than to aid the progress 
of knoTTlwIge. But it is remarkable that the posUmii 
laid down is not consietent with tliat which follows, 
mid which is, professedly, itttended to point out the 
means by which governments are to “confer the 
blessings of know ledge" on the governed. One ouly 
is stiggeated, and that ie, the (lonnission of an “ un¬ 
restrained liberty of publication in effect, a total 
alistineuce frfjni interference of any kind. The 
comtnuiillation of knowledge to the people is stated 
to be one of the most imperative duties of govern* 
mciit; and if an inquirer demanded how is this 
duty to be performed, the answer is, by doing no¬ 
thing. Let this modo of dealing w'ttU knowledge 
he applied to that which is unquestionably one of 
the duties of goveratnent. It is the duty of govern¬ 
ment to protect life and projicrty by laws, wisely 
made, and Justly and efficiently administered. What 
would be thought of the statesman or legislator, 
who, in answer to the question, in wlmt manner may 
tills dutv be best dtschaTgcd, should say, by ab¬ 
staining from all intcrft'reuce witli the people, and 
allowing them to settle their <lis|nites in their own 
way ? 

Sir Charles Metcalfe, it will be observed, ex¬ 
pressed great apprehension nf the effects of igno¬ 
rance, and great hopes of the good effects of dilfusing 
knriwledge in India. His npprehensions will, to 
many persons of stunul and soljf'r judgment, appear 


BHITTSTI ™FrRE m INHU. CtB 

clkinipricfil; but hb linpcs arc tboee ivhk'li iiU good 
iiiDn would desire to eberish^ He btitlj Lowover, 
previuuslj taken muck higher mill btrosiger gnmiid 
as the oliumpJon of knowledge, by dodoring ibaL, 
though its diffnsioti eveutmllj, prove fatal 

to our dominion in India, our dnty was the same as 
though no such results were to bo looked for — and 
this is the just mode of regarding the matter* Wo 
ate notf from selfish motives, to withhold from India 
that which its people have as good ii right to enjoy 
as our own* We are to confer on India all the 
g'fwd in onr power. We are to allow truth free 
couTSC* without regard to personsd or iiationjU con- 
sequozices* This is plainly onr duty ; and it is to he 
lamented that it should be obscured, or TeudertHi 
doubt fill, lij being maiutnliied in language and upon 
prljici]iles borrowctl from a Ijiid school* The sneer 
in which Sir Charles Mctcidfe intlnlgOfb in remiuiliog 
Ids auditors that we were hi India for other y\iT^ 
pojies than merely to collect tlm re venues* ]»ay the 
establishments, and get into debt to supply the 
deficiency* might have beoii sjiared; for no one 
know bettor than himself that those other pur- 
|wjses had been kofat in view, and great sacrihees 
made to proiiicite thettii And never, perhaps, did 
there occur a more Btrikhig instance of begging 
the {|ueBtioiii than in the sissuiuptjon* that no¬ 
thing wofl more likely to conduce to the spread of 
“the cnlightenod knowledge and dviliKatioTi* the 
arts and ficienci^ of litjropo, over liidb* than 
i a Jiccntiong and utibrIdled [Hjlitical pre^^s. 
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Those who olyect to the acting goTemor-general’a 
views are required by him " to shew that it iB not 
salutary for the govenunent and its fuiictlonarica to 
have the check of a free firess on their conrluct, and 
that the eierciso of arhitmry itower over a restricted 
press is proferftbie to th© control of the laws over a 
free one—ossnniptions which,'* he says, ** cannot Ite 
maintained.’* This last assertion is remarkable, see¬ 
ing tiiat, in some sense and to some extent, they 
must have been maintained by those who estalilished 
the reatrictioaa which Sir Charles Metcalfe swept 
uivay. But [massing over this strange instance of 
oblivion, it is evident that the vrcll-Eontitlingsciitciioo 
jnst quoted involves a fallsey cot less gross than that 
previously de tected. 11 is the fallacy of wssnming that 
which [B good in particular cases, to he good in all— 
of broadly laying down principles os univeraally just 
and true, which, with certain coiulitiutis and under 
certain circumstances, arc Jost and true ; but which, 
under other conditions and other circumstancioB, are 
erroneonB. It is most salutary that government ami 
its functionaries ehould have the cheek of a freo 
press on their conduct, in a countiy like England, 
wlicre all existing institutions ore free—where a 
large portion of pnwor has been for centuries vested 
in the people—where the people ore daily colle<l 
upon to take part in the administration of the laws— 
where the public, though comprising the advocates 
of antagonist principles, and of various modifications 
ftf those principles, are yet one natio'U, governed hy 
rulers of their own race and country, defended hy 
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soldieiB and Eeameu who are their fellow^conntTy* 
men^ and held togothor by the bonds of a CiJinmti- 
nity of origin, of Iringnage, of political rights^ anih to 
a great extent^ of religious belief. It would be 
worse than idle to ask whothorthe situation of India 
bears any resemblance to this; and, wbeie evpiy 
thing else is difterent^ why should there be uni- 
fonuity upon one point, and one only ? Would Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, or any other advocate of the un¬ 
limited freedom of the j»resB m luflia, be wilbug to 
commit the interests of that country to a llotise of 
Conimnns chosen by and from its people in the 
same manner m is that of the United Kingiloni? 
Would it be advisable to issue writs, calling upon the 
classes of persons who, in I ndia, may appear to possess 
some degree of resemblanco to the forty-shilling 
freehold ore of our eounrii?s, nod the burgesses of our 
towns, to elect the menil^rs of a Houi^e of Parlia¬ 
ment to be assembled iu Calcutta for the e^crrlse, 
with regard to India^ of the powers possessed by the 
body thus elected at home ? Such a form of govem- 
ment mav« at some future time, become ^e, and 
when safe^ it will bo expedient; but ages must 
elapse before India is prejtarcd for insti tut ions a^ 
free as those of Uritaln. None will say that India 
is 09 yet prepared for them; and while it is nocec- 
sary—avow^edly neccseary by the oomnion consent 
of all—to withliohl from the ponjde of India &ome 
of the mom solid and valuable pritilcgefl of our mom 
advanced state, Iiow doea it happen that it sliould 
be absolutely impardonablo to deny them the plea- 
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Bnrc of rctwl ing unlicensed neufli'iipcffi ? Thoeo vvli o 
object to a free press in Imlia are not lionnH, as Sir 
CliarlGB Metcalfe would coiitentl. to abew that it is 
not salutary generally t it is eiiough that, like mans 
other privileges of the like kind, it is not (itteil tor 
India in its present state. “ The freedom of public 
discussion," it is said, “is notliing moro than the 
freevlom of speaking aloud," which, it is added, 

“ ia ft right Ijelonging to the people wliieh no go¬ 
vernment has a right to withhold." Here, nguit), 
is great looseness in the nse of words, anil a conse¬ 
quent confusion of thiugs widely diHerent. To say 
that the freedom of public discuaeion is nothing more 
than tlie freedom of speaking aloud, ia true, so long 
ns oral disousaioii ifl meant; but it is not in the sense 
in which the writer must have intended to use the 
words; for by public discussion he must have meant 
discussion by means of the press. This difTcrs from 
oral discussion in more than, one point. It is niiiin- 
portant wliether a government has the right of with¬ 
holding from an individual the riglit of speaking 
aloud, because, whether it have or not, it has not the 
ability, without depriving the man nf the power of 
B|M?ocli; so long as he retain that, he may give utter¬ 
ance to vihatfivcr he may pleaw. You may punish, 
hut yon cannot prevent. This is not the case with tlie 
press. You nmy interdict or limit its nee, and you 
have the power of ennying your restminta into 
cllect. Again, the iiiHuenco of the press is much 
wider tlmn that of speech. A man can influence but 
a coinf^omtively small circle, when restricted tu the 
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poison aI communicatioti of bis opinions. By tho 
introduction of tbo press, his power of diHusing them 
Li roinlered almost unlimited. 

It appeots that Sir Charles Mstcalfo iivas aware 
of tile dangeis attending his favourite measure, and 
tliat he liuowinglj- risked those daugera iu carrying 
it out. Alluding to the difficulties of framing a Jaw 
to restiain tho excesses of the press, he expressed 
his belief that, on such a point, legislatiou was set 
at defiance—tliat the enjoyment of tho liberty of 
the jiress involred the tiecesaity of being expnaed 
to ite liceiiliouaness. The laws in England, he re¬ 
marked, had failed in preventing the licentiousness 
of the press;, and he intimated, thougli with some 
appearance of doubt, that they could not bo made 
more efficient without endangering its freedom. 
The expression of douht was superfluous. Any at¬ 
tempt to give to the loiv additional means of curb¬ 
ing the licentiousness of the press would, certaiuly, 
destroy its liberty, and, in England, we must, in the 
language of Sir Charles Metcalfe, " submit to the 
attendant evil for the sake of the predominant 
gtHid.” But here the good is predominant, A man 
ill robust health may indnlgo in exorcises which 
Would ho injurious to an invalid, and may derive 
benefit from them. A man of mature age and com¬ 
petent knowledge may direct, to bis own benefit and 
that of society, those powerfiil elements of nature 
which, judiciously emidoyed. become useful minis- 
tera to the watitfi of man, but which, in the bands of 
a child or of one uoactjuaiiitcil with their manage* 
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ment would products nothing but wiscbief. ^rhc 
child, lu time, may becomo (juidifitsd to guide them 
aright, and India may, m time, be prepared for an 
extent of freedom not inferior to that eiyoyed by 
the nations most favoured in this respect. But 
time is wanting. The freedom of Biiglishmon is 
tlie growth of centuries. Why should it bo tliought 
that in India the samo resiiltB can Ijc suddenly at¬ 
tained by inscribing words on a jiiece of paper or 
parehraent ? 

In nil colonial communities—or communities 
which, though not strictly colonial in their origin, 
are in the position of dependencies—the character 
of the press is ^ inferior to that of the parent, or 
protecting conntry—inferior in talent, knowdedgo, 
and high principle. Local squabbles—for it would 
be wrong to give to such disputes a more diguiliod 
natne-^fumish a large proportion of their material, 
and local libels supply the place of better sources 
of excitement.* This difference of character Sir 

* la rodia, perhaps, this ii fl&t ta much the ewse fli in rotae 
othpr |slafca. But LnabmcH [iii|*lat readOf be addciced te sh^w tliat 
this remark is not LTiappJictihl& even there ^ For eiamplc—the re- 
cfiiiE disputed abaut tbo incH^ wd Erlrgiimetanc^a—far it wu* only 
the made end cireunuttimcea—of carrying on ftteiun ctidniiiujiita'p 
tloti between India and England^^—not only colled forth a degree 
of heat dhiproportioned to the occnmoti, iwid a diapbiy of magnT- 
k>qn^re aniuited to any occnaUmc bwt Weto condacted with a 
spirit of pci^onality offenfive to good taato^ andp nltogclher, in a 
Tniinficj tkA dicficioiit ifi dlgnltyj am were some of the qudtiona difl- 
puted about in hoportMiEire. 

The clmLTBiCtjC'r of part of the Indlaii prese, Mmti after the peHud 
when it wa§ thought e:apedieut to wt it fire, ia tbua ike^ribed by 
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Cliurlts Motcalfe seems to buTo posaed over, for ho 
roold not hfive be^n ignanmt of it. With him^ fl 
free press ’^visa ti blessiog not onlv whatever might bo 
tlio circuni Blancos of the country, but, apparently, 
whatever might be the character of the press. It 
ifl true Chat, in the course of bis addresE^ he did 
advert to the po^ibility of freedom being abiifled, 
and that he read the editorial world n lecture, by 
which, it is cluupitahly to be boptHi. they were edi¬ 
fied* It is tnic, lie warncKl them, that by the abuse 
of tlie freedom of tbc ** its proper influence" 
was destroyed 5 but it does not seem to have oc¬ 
curred to him that it Ptill might have an influence 
which, though not "proper,” would be wide and 
powerful—jujwerful for ovil, though feeble for good. 
He oi^cued the fliHwI-gates, and then conjured the 
water to flow softly.* 

■ODt of tiac meat r&yfwctHlile of ladHiil jqiinuJi:—** The ZJpjf4i 
Ga^t^He nimcmncfis tLo renrctupnt of tiifi editor (rf that pnptr La. 
fjoiaiicqtutacfl of tie Tiotent and pcf^ioMl of ihe attuck of 

tins J^ra Uktar. Wa think llie toae of tbff jotmwJi 

Ui'n'ordi each Dthtir ia wry di^Cradltablc to the pTCHa, laid highjy 
ptvjudLdal bo its heftE interesta. Nobody unwilling to *11111 ^ 
nanck" ahould iindcrtuke tlie o-ffice of editor bejoreid the Mah- 
mtta ditcb j withio Ll we do now^ and thiso indylg* in 1 gcudis, 
aomEstEinca a raltnid hdak pMsagr of u™ ; bot our br^tbten of 
the Jklnfus^il ae«m to think It the gn:** object af tbiir editori^ 
life to bHpatter each other with mad in every number of their 
reijHictiw joumala/^—//urAcm, Majeh 15th, lb3G* 

Tbeae ^jditors wem to Uve been Iktk beneatod by Six Charlfia 
Mctcalfe'i good ndFioo- 

* In oofo pwiitg tlic colooiftl pnE** with iLflt of the tcotJiei 
countjyp the few foul and filthy ptiala »bkli eawt In the latter, 
to the diigmoc iJikr of theif condortwa imd their reflddw^ are 
of Mum f xciudnl from comidemtipn. The eharocter atstgoed 
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Tlio celebrated Presa Lav wop pnpseil on the 3rtl 
of AugTipt, and on tlio otli of March fdllowlng, the 
nuthority of Sir Cltarles Metcalfe iras aupcisedoa 

to tlic {vraa of the Uaitcd Kbgdom U bflMtl on that of ihn (Mjr 
itiaming nnd tnaw^ papers of the tnetrop^ia. and the wore re- 
apectahlc of the weekly papers, tOgctLer widi the greet masa of 
provinbal prints, whbL. for the mort pert, cantriUnle to miila- 
tikin the n!jjutatlon of the press hf fflUowing the honourahls es- 
nmple eel by their metropiilitaii leaders. 

The oploion of a Tety high authority—pethupa. the vrry higbeet 
living Mlhority on Indian affuirB— upon the freedom of the Indhm 
preae, camnot fail to he hath inatruetive and intereariDg. In Lin 
mifwer to a eeries of quesiHnua cLrruIatcd hy the Board of Com- 
miiainncre in ISaS, one of whieh related to the prew. the HonotW' 
able MomntsttinJrt Elphinatone. after adverting to the rcatiictiun* 
theu exiistipg, thus declared hie views — " It may be tnhen fcT 
gnmlEtl that if the Eorejicttn press bo free, tha native one cwmot 
lung he otherwise. If rU he fttc. we shall be ia a iiredicamcnt 
such as no statu Las yet espericneed. In olher eountriea the use 
of the press hm gradusUy extended alDng with the improvements 
of the goverument and the intelligciijcc of the people; but we shall 
hare to contend at once with tlic most refined theories of Europe 
mid witli the prgudicwi and fanaticism of Aria, both rendered 
doubly fonuidablc by the imperfect edneufjon of those to whom 
every appeal w31 be addressed,'’ Thew. it should he remem¬ 
bered, Sit the stetiments, not of a hignUd oppotlciit of impruvo- 
ment, hut of u etatesmon ol laige and enlightnaed riows. wbn« 
ram,. Is inseparably aMociated with the ouise of cdacatioii in 
India—a cause of which he was the esmeat advocate and realoua 
patrau. 

It is remari^hh; that Sir Charles Metcalfi;. who took ndvan- 
tsge of hi* Icioporaiy octtiimtion of the offico of govewot-getje- 
lal to relieve the press from all ratraint, aol many yenre before 
expressed himseE with wine sharpness on the ineenventence 
arising fiom the proceedinga of govemtaent fiiuling then way 
into the newipnpers. This was in a minute recorded hy hit” t® 
die l@th of October, ld3U. In less than five yenra afterwards h« 
deprived the government of all power of preventing the cv3 of 
wbu:!! hn cotniilflJiied. 
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hy the arrival of his eiieceBsor, TjorU AuckJfln<1| who 
had some moiitha before been nomiDiitijd to the 
o6itf:e hj tins Court of Directors, and confirmed in 
it hy the approbation of the Crown.* 

• Hifl Jurdilup WTL5 tLe lOD of Ptie df the mtAt steiii^ sd- 
liiir^Dta of tbfl admimahutitifl of Mr, Htt* tmiJer wBcli bw 
vices were rewarded hj a peenigd^ Hfi icquiml liiitinctiaii as a 
Mid iko u a Btatutietd and eeuaDmral writer, Hift 
soci forsook the politics of bis family and attached biiwir to the 
Whig party. 
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Cll AFTER XXX. 

The Tcstr lu wldcli Lord Auckland arrived in 
XndiEi WBLii eouiploti^tl witliout tta occurrence of any 
event Bufficletitly remarkiLble to netjuire notice, 
and the first Imlf of the ensuing year paasL^d with 
equal tranquillity* The calm was then interrupted 
liy some violent proceedings in that per[>etual &eflt 
of trouble and di&qoiet, Oude. These wero conse¬ 
quent upon the death of the King, of vrbom^ it is 
not ttKi mneh to Bay that^ low as is the orthnnry 
Btandanlt whether of mind or momls, attainofl by 
Llostern princeSr he fell far below it hi both respect®. 
One of the mast profligate, lie was at the pamo tinio 
one of the moat weak. His crimes and his excesses 
were terminated by death on the 7tli Jvily, 1837* 
The British rceitlentp Colonel Low, on leanilng that 
the life of the King wa^ considered to bo in datiger, 
wrote without delay to the brigadier eomraatidiiig 
in Ondc, to have a thousand men in readiness to 
march at a momenta notice. Having despatched 
the order^ the reaideat proceeded to the palaco with 
two oHjcers, one of them the resideucy surgeon. 
Thev found the King de^id, and such precautiona a^ 
were at the moment available were jmmtHiiateiy 
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takoTi for guarding the palace and protecting the 
property which it contained. More effectually to 
provide for these par[>09eS| a second order wtis 
despatched to the brigadier in command, requiring 
him to send off live compomes in udvanco to the 
palace, and to bring down all the disposable troops, 
both infantry and artillery. In the mean time nica- 
Eures were taken for investing the successor reeog* 
nized by the British goveminent witli the ejcternal 
ensigns of sovereignty. This prince was an unde 
of tho deceased King, and the grounds upon ivlikli 
lie was supported by the British g<ivemment were 
tlicao. Saadut Ali, the grandfather of the monarch 
just c1c[)aricd, liad tea sons, the eldest of whotn, 
aamed Gazoc-oo-doeii Hyder, atioceedcil him. Ga- 
Kee-oo-deen had only one son, Nusscor-oo-deea 
Hyder, tho unhappy prince whoso death had led to 
the neoessity of making provision for tho vacant 
throue. Nusseer-oo-deeu had at one time ackiiow- 
iedged two sons, but he had mbsequently disavowed 
tbeni, aiiil their pretensions were believed by the 
British authorities to W unfounded. The right ot 
saccesaiou wonld, therenjwn, have passed to the 
second of the sons of Saadut Alibut lie Iib<I died 
previotialy to Nusseer-oo-tteeii, and, by the Slalionie- 
dan law, the death of ati heir before his right to 
succeed baa accruetl nullifies tho claim of his chil¬ 
dren. No claim ie transmissible through one who 
has himself never enjoyed jHtssession of the thing 
clainieil. The succession, therefore, )Hissed to tho 
third eon of Saadut Ali, a prince named Nuaseer- 
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ood-Dowlatip and lio itivas wijom it avm proposed to 
Dlevate to the xacant tiiusimd. Thio intoiiiton ATas 
not carried into clfect without a strugi^le. The 
re^iulent apprehended that the Pailshah Begum, or 
Q.ueen Dowageit niight attempt Bome movement in 
favtnir of one of the pretended eons, and he bad 
despatched a message eiyoining her to reinain at 
her DAAn it?sideiiee, situate aljout four miles tl*G 
regal ]ialaee* The messenger found the Begum’s 
fulloweni r^dy to advance upon the city, anti re- 
tnnicd to communicate the intelligetics to the resi¬ 
dent, bringing with him a vakeel from the Begum» 
entreating that rfie might bo permitted to boo th# 
coqise of the deceafied flovereign. lu the meantime 
the new King had been conducted to the jiatace, 
AvhcrtT he arrived, about tlirce i/clock on the morn¬ 
ing of the 8th of July, He was a man advanced in 
years and in feeble healthy and while he indulged in 
a abort repose before entering upon the tatigne of 
being enthroned, the resident and his asaistants 
retired to arrange the ceremonies with which the 
event was to be accompanied» Tlieir conforence 
waa disturbed by the urrival of inteUigence that the 
Ik'gum'a troops w^ene approaching the city* and were 
close to one of the gates. They were iiuickly be¬ 
fore it, and njiou the refiieat of Captain l*ntoii* a 
British officer in attendance on the resident, to 
allow it to be opened, they resorted to the strength 
and sagacity of the elephant to effect an entrance 
for them. The first animal which made the at¬ 
tempt ftiilod; a MHtondj vigorously mged on bv on 
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adroit driver, liueceeded in dasbmg in oiiO trnf of 
tliu gnte, Captaiti Faton narrowly escaping being 
cruslieil by its fflll. An ojianiug being tbim efteeted, 
the Begum’s followers rushed in, Cajdain Faton 
toeing knocked down by them and mailo jirisoner. 
After a few minutes spent in parley, the intnirgents 
piii^he^l on for the paliure, which they eatereil. 
Further orders directing the advance of the British 
force bad 1 )ccn jirejiarecl, but the Boguni's followers 
having [lossesaion of the gates, both of tlie palace 
and the city, tbor® was no opportunity of deatpatcli- 
uig them, and the reaidont with his few atteiidanta 
were, for a short time, virtually prisonciB, The 
prtteniler, who had arrived in company vi-ith the 
Degnm, was formally seated on the throne. The 
resident, with some difficulty, obtained admission to 
the jilnce where the ceremony was performed, and 
after somo fruitless endeavours to persuade the 
Tiegum (who was present in a covered jwlanquiti) of 
the utter hopelessness of the attempt in whicli she 
had engaged, he succeeded, by the aid of one of tier 
servants, in escaping, together with his attendants. 
Captain Patoa had pnwiously been released frnui 
durance by a small party of the British force, de¬ 
tached for the purpose. The five wlvanced comp.a- 
iiics soon arriveti, and were followed, after a short 
interval, by the remainder of the British force, with 
sonio guns. Communicatioiis between the parties 
now took place. They ended with an intimation 
from the resident, that if, within a (luarter of an 
hour, tlie Begum did not surrtmder, aud repair to 
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tliG place wliere lia woe Btaading with tlie an 

attack would bo comDieiiced. Tlie time espircrU 
and tho Begum did not aTftil herself of the opportn- 
tiity ottercfl for averting mischief. A firo of grape 
was then opened, and a party of British troops pro- 
cee'k’d, by various ways, to effect an entrance into 
the building, in which the mock King, with tho 
Bcguiii and her followers, wore acting tiieir respec¬ 
tive parts ill the pageant of the court. The insur- 
jirrats were soon dialodgerl, and the Begum, with the 
unliappy boy who had afforded the pretence for the 
disturhance, were made prisoners. Between thirty 
and forty of the Begiun’s followers were known to 
be killed or wonnded during the assault, and tbo 

nutnl>erofwounde<l was probably greater, Biiico tKimo 

in tills sitiiution may bo supposed to have egeapod. 
A few of iho British sopoys suffered, hut the resident 
iiad tho satisfaction of finding that the new sovereign 
and his family were safe. No time was lost in 
giving to his title all the strength that it could 
dorivo from the display of his possession of the inns- 
uud {a point of great importance in Eastern states), 
and as soon as the hall could be cleared of the 
painful evidence of the recent affray afforded by the 
bodies of the slain, NussecrHiful-Dow'lab vma so¬ 
lemnly placed on tbo throne which the pretender had 
scarcely quitted. 

Tho ontbreok, thus terminated, Booms to have 
been, from the commencement to its concluBion, 
siugnlarly ill-judged and hopeless. With a band of 
foHowere not considerable in point of nmiiber, and 
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who, it appe^T^, might be regi&rded rather os an 
armc^il mob than a regnlar forco^ the Begum tenturtn] 
to oppose the BritLsh government^ whose force, 
til fHigh numerically weak at the time, was capable of 
bciug incrcaeecl, within a very short period, to a 
degr^ie of fitreogtli which wnulJ render f^ceesaftil 
resistance impossible. When in possession of the 
palace, thu insurgents Becmi to iiivve had no titled 
piari of action. They placed thdr puppet on the 
tliroDo, and appear to have been content. The King 
Wfu^ in their jjower^ but they neither attempted to 
remoTe bini beyond the reach of British aid^ nor, 
what wivs perhaps^ moro to be expected, did they seek 
to got rid of his claim by the sacrifice of bis life. 
This, perhapo, wns owing to fear rather than to any 
l>etter feeling; for though they abstained from any 
attempt on tho lives of the King and liis nttendaiits, 
they tpeat£‘<l them with insult, and vented thdr 
hat ref] in swaggering, threatening Intigtiage aiitl ac¬ 
tions. It is to be kmcJited that the British force 
was Tiot at the first snfliciently fftrong to have over¬ 
awed the inSTirgTentfl, and deterred them from even 
entertaining a thought of rcsLijtaiioeInit Jt fi|ijK?ats 
that tho whole Britisli force hi the city amounted to 
only two companies and a half, ono company being 
employefl as the treasury guard, half a company as 
tho gaol guard, and tho remnioing company os the 
lionomry guard nf the resident. From the two 
former iluties few ineu could of course be F-paroik 
and those that conld be taken were required at 
other poiuts where plunder was to be apprehended* 
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It soema cxtn^ordmary indeed, after alloving ft.r all 
the5« eirennistoiicea. that the Begum's party t^hmiM 
so readily have gainod admission te the palaee; bat 
it ia to he remarked, that the defence of the ^laee 
was ill native hands, and it ia probable that it ivus 
not morely want of courage, nor vrant of ngdanre, 
nor want of military skill that led to the result. 
The following paseage from a i«iper drawn up by the 
seennd-assbtaut to the resident may elneidute the 
matter“ The amnllncas of the guard at that outer 
gate, there being no force placed on the outhido of 
it. as the minister positively dct^lares had been 
ordered by Hm, and os waa actnally done at Bcveral 
of the others which were iJoasud by Lieutenant 
Shakespear on hifl road to the Nawaub Kusseer- 
ootUDowlaL; tho supiueness of many of the palaco 
guards and aervmits; the perversion of orders sent hy 
the minister on different occasions; his declarauon 
since, that there were many traitors in the palace 
all tend strongly to induce the suspicion that the goto 
was loft purposely unguarded to die attack of the 
Piwlshah Begum’s troops. The latter, however, hid¬ 
ing once actually entered within tho palace walls, 
could, from no jTOsititmp been eo bnpi^i J 

expelled with leas loss to oar oivu troops and inoie 
disgrace to themselves, than from the Burm-durree, 
the scene both of their short-lived triumph and o 
their prompt and weli-doserved punislnaent. 

Tho residence of tho Begum aad the prtUoader 
to (he throne, in Oude, being found likely to cu 
• Tte ImU where thp enthTOnssaent took phn*- 
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danger the cuntinuanco of the [mblic jH?*ce there, 
tlufy were removed into the CoTiiiianj's territorififl ; 
and ihh step }»ut an end to all to asauJI the 

authority of tho ruling prince by fores. Hia titlct 
boweveij was impugned by Yetneen-ood-Dowlaln tbe 
eldest sou of ^I nimfr -oud-DowIaln The person lost 
named was the second son of Saadut Ali^ and the 
eldor Imither of Nnseesr-^ind-DowlalH the prince 
whom tbe British government had recently placed 
on tbe miii'ti.nd of Oude. Had Shiims-ood-BowIab 
survived bis nephew, the deceased king, be would 
uiuloubtedJy have been entitled to succeed to the 
throne; but> djing before liJint he could convey no 
right to his children; the Mahometan liiw* as already 
explained, not admitting tbe d<jetrii]o of represen- 
tatiim. Of this, no onci baring oven u slight ao- 
(|uaiotaiico with tbe subject^ is ignorant; yet \emeou- 
ood-Dow!ah set up a claim upou gTounds which* 
though recogiiizsod as valid by the law of Ijtigland 
and many other coon tries, are rejected by the inter¬ 
preters of the code of MflJioiuet. It ia but just, 
however, to state that, on an mtiniatinn that hjs 
claim was inadiuissiblCi ho acquiesced at onco in the 
decision* and made no attempt to push his pretensions 
further. A new ckiinaut thereupon anise in tho 
jierson of one named Akbiil-ood-Dowlah, alleged to 
be tbe second surriviiig son of Shums-ood-Dowliih, 
but cailiiig him&elf the eldest. This personaget 
under European advice, prucoedod to England, and 
there uddressetl the Court of Directors of ibe East* 
India Company, The foUy of undertaking a li>ng 
\ai_ vj. ^ 
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Toy^ to assert a claim kuowa to be olisolutelj 
jm'd iindoubtedly bad, and 'Fkh a certainty of its 
being rejected, need not be dwell upon- Wbat 
profit the advisers of the claimant derived from the 
expedition cannot be knoini i but they were fully 
aware that none would accrue to tho person on whosa 
behalf they affected to act. Such occurrences are 
not, indeed, niicommon in the history of British. 
India; and they will probably never cease altogether 
until native powers shall aetjuire enfficient acquaint¬ 
ance with the principlca of British poUcy to pre¬ 
vent their becoming the duties of unprincipled 
ad venturers- 

The origin of a very evootful sericB of operations 
should now, according to the order of time, be re' 
latcd; but, to avoid needlesaly breaking the con¬ 
tinuity of the narrutive when begun, it is ^jostponed 
for the purpose of directing attciuion to certain 
proceedings affecting the throne of Sattam, which 
strikingly illustrate the renuirks called forth by the 
idle and ridiculous claim of Akhul-ood-Dowlah to 
the throne of Oude. 

It will be recollected, that the Riyah of Sattaia 
was the nominal head of the great Mahratta con 
federacy, but that, for a long period before that 
confederacy was broken, all power had passed from 
Lis hands into those of his UBurjiing officers. When 
the Marquis of Hastings overthrew the Peishwo, 
am] held at his own disjWEal tlie forfeited territoricfl 
of that chief, he. witli an unwise liberality, drew 
the Rjyah of Sattara from the situation of a capti'c. 
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End restored to bim much of the diguitj aiid some 
of the power wliich be elnimed to passess^ hut had 
never before obtained or exerdfled- Credulous, iri- 
deedp must be he who relies on the gratitude of 
native prince«. The Marquis of Hastings professed 
so to relj^and^ perliaiiSihe was sineere* In the case 
of the Rajah of Sattam the result was that which 
has so froqiiently occurred^ and which might reason-^ 
ably be looked for* Tho Rajah, at lengthy liecama 
suspected—iuquijy took place; it wiis ascertained 
that, in coatraventjoa of the trraty to which ho owed 
his jHiwer, he was liabitiially eonylng on corre- 
Bj>ondenco with various parties, some of whom were 
enemies of the British govenmicnt'—that he w'as 
fonientjiig hostilities against that government—and, 
furthert it was alleged, and to the satisfaction of 
many proveil, that he had attempted to sednee some 
native o Hi ears of that government from their alle¬ 
giance* It w'ns proveil that he bad, for a long courae 
of yoarsi, carried on a correspondence with the 
Portuguese authorities at Goa, the object of which 
Was to engage them in an alliance against the British 
government, Portugal was to fiiroisb an nimj to 
recover for the Rajah the Mahrattn territories* of 
which the confederacy had been dispossessed by the 
English; and when the task was completed, tliey 
were to receive a due reward in money or territory, 
or both. It is ohvioas that these dofiigns wem too 
wild, ridiculous, and eitravmgntit to be entertained 
by the most ill-informed European ; but they were 

o 2 
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Tint beyond tins Iselicf of an Oriental prince, i»'ho in¬ 
dulged in follies -which entitled him to he ranked 
among the weakest of hif» imliecile order* 

With Appa Sahid, the infamous ex-Rajali of 
Wogporc, the Rajah fif Sattara api>enrs for several 
years to have carried on a treticherons iiitercourae. 
TJie faetnf his tampering with soldiers in the Britisli 
service seems hardly more doubtfiiL Certain native 
oflicera in the Compaiiy's florrice professed to have 
received from a Braliniiu communications indicative 
of a jiowerfully hostile feeling towards the British 
government. Thesp comimitiieations being repented, 
the oflicers reported them to their Biiperioia, and were 
instructed liy them ass to the cotirse they were to pur¬ 
sue. They were siilrsequently ndiiiitted to the pre¬ 
sence of the Dewan, and, ultimately, it was said, to 
that of the Rnjah liimflelf, -wLose language, at the 
interview, was similar to that which bad previously 
been held by tlse Dewun and the Brahmin. It ciionot 


• tte Haj&h':? nitinfli Ima become wesik to 

din^rj (Jegree is hut too efiilciil lU bia occions. He hw IfltHf 
foimcd B eompimy of them lA'iOi tnuakefei 

e^n them to the ti 3 &£in|,'^ment of gtmi* caat nnd amuntc^ 

rxptei^y for the purpoae, TVpmen stfe alM taught to TnauF^ 
elephnote, to net aa ohabdais. tiKHjaidii, &e_ Every deaagniufi 
gxjsmm or fut^ueer, ofl^iriug hi* ncrrice* to propllinto the 
ID favtinr of hit wifihea^ b attended, to % nnd^ ot thl# time, ihree 
seen of BnihminB are performing muiciataD cen-monieSp nl n 
hesivy np^nw, to icoiue the departnr^! of m ghoet iuppooed to 
haunt the pEikce^ and for other abjecta eqaally abfurd sud con- 
trtnptible/'—Letter from Calonel Lodwicb, nsidcciits to Sir Ro¬ 
bert Gnntp ^enior of Bombay* I3tli Septemberp 1 
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lie denied that ujxtu the facenf it maidi of the aliove 
statement is iinprohable, but ttinngh tiieopportnnitj 
was adurded him, the llajah was unable to shake it; 
utid the iniprobabilitj* is greatly lessened on recol- 
leetiug the weak and wild chnraetcr of the prince 
against wdmm the cliorge was made. l'*urtber, tlic 
dillieulties of dialielief appear to lie greater even 
than those of belief. Part of what was stated was 
certiUJilj true; and tlioagb it lins liecii alleged ttiat 
the Bclieme woa ititended to advance the interests of 
the brother of the Ilajab, at bis ex]ieii9e, no reasoii- 
nble hope of promoting such on end by such ineaiin 
conld «t the time have been entertained^ indetH], 
the possibility of connecting them would have been 
almost iuconceiynble, and this view of the matter is 
more incredible than that which iinplicatee the 
Rajah. But whether he were guilty or innocetit of 
the last charge, he had unquCEtionably deprived lilm- 
self of all claim to plead against the English govern- 
meut the obligationa of the treaty under which he 
had eschanged the condition of A titled slave for iJie 
exercise of actual sovereignty; for the conditions of 
tliat treaty bo had tiotoriously broken. Still, there 
wsis A dispositioii to view his cause witli favour, and 
he might liave preserved the |)ower which he had 
abusod, if he bad not unhappily followed tlio exanin. 
pie of other weak and infatuated Indian jiriiires. He 
distrusted the British govenmn-nt, but he gave credit 
to the profcssimia of certain Europvan advisers; to 
them he committed hiuiuelf ami Lis interests, and it 
will lie seen with what auccess- There was the liest 
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disposition to treat him with kindneBa ami imlnlg' 
cnee* At the time when it beewne necesaary to 
dispose of the lUjuU's cose, a new governor arrived 
at Boiiibaj', Ho was a man who in former j’cara^ 
when employed as a servant of the Company in 
diplomatic duties, bud establishcr] for liimself llie 
character of being eminently the friend of nativo 
princes mid of the native comiimuitj. No man ever 
enjoyed greater popnlarity in India than Sir Jntnea 
Camac, who bad now netnroed to take the chief 
place in tbo government of Bombay * He arrived 
there on the 3()th of May, and on the 19th of June 
be recorded a minute eipresfeive of hia opinion on 
tlio case of the Hajnh of Sattarn. This paper com¬ 
menced with an avowal that the criminality of the 
Hajtth had been clearly proved, and the govenior 
then proceeded to iiHpiire how, under the circupi- 
Btatices, the oflbiider should bo dealt with. Three 
modes of treating the case were pointed out ■ first, 
by subjecting the Itajah to a fortnol trial, and after 
inquiry made and sentence passed, visiting him with 
apjiropriato puiiishiriont; secondly, by proceeding 
in the mode by which wrtniga between independent 
states are avenged—commencing hostilities, taking 
possession of the Rajab^s territory, and acting us 
ciicumstances might Jnstify under the right of con¬ 
quest; thirdly, by bringing tbo Itajah to a sense 

* It h Siid that fintiveB who reTiierobcrcd ihs vtrtuc* 

of Major CamaeF when reBident nt BarodE, a^clajmedp flu h^njin^ 
that Ilf? wfiB retortibg in the hlghEr chiracter of goT^niflr ti 
" All will he wdl now/' 
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of liiB errors by reinoDstiiineOf ftntj tlien him 

an most j for the past, in the hope that hia futnro 
conduct might 1)0 more TForthj of his stutioD and liijf 
relation to the British goYomment* To the adop¬ 
tion of the first conrse several objections es^isted* 
There was no ordinary tribunal to whieh the Rajah 
could be made amenable, at id a special one must 
have been created for the ptirpn&e* Agaimit ^nch a 
tribmiii!, however constituted, damonr would be 
lourL ** I know/' Bald Sir James CamaCt " that 
from the cm I and military services of India there 
vpould be no difficulty whatever in selecting com- 
niissioners who would perform their ilutj with nut 
regard to any thing hut justice ? hut I need notfidd, 
tlud in the conduct of states* as of iiidlvidualB, it is 
most important^ not only to avoid wrong, hut to 
make tliis avoidance apparent* and to place the cha¬ 
racter of the state for integrity and good faith beyond 
the possibiUty of question.” Further^ the compe¬ 
tency of such a tribunal might have been plausibly 
quest ifine<h By asanming the power of subjecting 
the littjah to a legal trial, the British goverament 
would have placed him in the situation of a subject, 
Mherttua he had always been tTcated as a sovereign. 

The iKisitJon ef the princes conuceted with the 
British governnient like the itajah of battara is^ 
indeed* anomaloue^ and periiapa incapable of being 
settled, with reference to the principles of national 
Jaw, with any degree of precision# But, from tho 
attempt to deal with the Rajah as with an ordmaiy 
subject, the minds of many honest and enlightenefl 
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men would have recoiled, and many more, neither 
honest nor enlightened, wonld have pretended to 
recoil from auch n eonrse. All, whoae malignitj 
against the British government had been inflamed by 
dlsappointmcntB; alt, whose hope of subsistence, or 
of wealtli, might rest upon the exercise of their 
talent in taking advantage of the ignorance and fetal- 
jog the prejudices of native princes, would bavo 
allected the horror nf virtuous indigoation, and have 
lent their voices to swell the chorus of pity for an 
injured princo, and of wrath against his powerful 
neighbour. It is, indeB<I, the part of wisdom to 
disregan! such ebullitions (they being generally tlio 
jiroduct of self-interest, and not of even mistaken 
philanthropy), but it is also the part ofw(s«lom to t»e 
careful not to afford to those whr» raise them a 
decent pretence* “This jjoiiit,^ Sir .James Camao 
observed, “ would, I fear, bo taken up by all who 
have any feelings of hostility to the liritiBli govern- 
inent. We should be accused of degrading a 
sovereign from his acknowledged rank, of offering 
violence to bis feelings and dignity, and of asBuming 
a right of anperiority to which wo have no just 
claim. It is not necessary to ask whether these 
charges would lie well or ill founded t it is aufficient 
that they would he mmle, and without necessity the 
British govemincnt ought not, in my judgment, to 
incur them,” If a hostile course were inevitable, 
the governor declared that lie Bhoald much prefer 
the second course—that of jirocccding against the 
Itojah as a prince bound by treaty, but who, having 
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vlojated the coi^diliotie i*f Uie engiog^meutt was git the 
inert-Y of tlio other party thereto, which party woa 
at liberty to enforce it^* rights by wnr or otherwi&e. 
But the neee^ity for extreme nieafttires he thought 
did not exist. The fojah, ho remarked, could not 
be rugtirdod aa a very fortniJahle foe to the British 
empire, and tfjose with whijni lie had been con- 
liceted were ob little formidable aa lumfielf No 
resnltR, it wsis observedt have followed^ ** except the 
transfer of mooej to agents and adventurem"—^tliose 
standing €ll^^^ea to Indian prinees. The liajali had, 
indeed, aa was stated in the mmute, manifesteil 
great weakness and no inconsiderable portion of in¬ 
gratitude; bat it W!iB addedi “ we have nothing to 
fear, and we can afford to act with generosity. 
Under the inFlacnce: of these views, Sir James Camac 
gfivo A decided preference to the mildest of the 
throe courses of proceeding, and lie anggeated either 
that the resident should make a fitting representa¬ 
tion to the i^Jah, or that this duty should be dia- 
charged by the governor in person^ the latter cout^ 
beings in his judgment^ more adriKtble. This being 
done, and the Admonition duly received and re¬ 
sponded to by the Rajah, it was intended tbat he 
should be frankly foigivcn* 

On the following day the governor reecinlcd ano^ 
ther minute, descriptive f>f the moile in which the 
intentions of the government to^^Tirds the Rajah of 
Hattaui should be corned into effect* The spirit 
in which it was proposeil to deal with the offending 
Itajah may be understood from the ffilloMring paisage^ 
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Tillich occurs near the commencement of the mi¬ 
nute It will be incoilsiBtent with our prejHJsed 
Bjniietity for the pnat, to make any detnanci wbieh 
cskix justly be regarded as a punishment; and under 
this impression I at once abandon the measure 
whirli appears to have lieen thought of hy the 
government of the late Sir Robert Grants* of re¬ 
quiring the Rajiih to maintain a contingent of horso 
for the Service of the British goTcmment# Our 
demands should be limited as much as possible, and 
shnuld be conlined only to tliose which ^dll again 
place the flajah in the precific situation intended 
by the treaty of September, 1619i and will insure 
the most efficient protection to all |>eiraons who 
have become ohnoxiouft to him in consequenco of 
the part they have taken in recent proceedings,^ 
The vie^^ of Sir Janies Gamac were adopted by 
the other nicmbers of tlie Bombay government 
{thought as to the important question of how the 
Rajah should be treated, opposod to their own), and 
the govemor-general in council having sanctioned 
the grant of amneety to the Kajah, the proposed 
conditions of the grant, and the visit of the gO" 
venior of Bombay to Sattnuu Sir Jame^ Camac 
set out with a sanguine hope of rescuing tbe Rajah 
fn>m the dangerous position in which he had been 
placed by the evil counsels of designing men, mtd 
of restoring fricinlly relations between him and the 
British goveroraent. Ho arrived at Sattara on the 

*■ Predtceiaor of Sir Jmnia Cdtoai:, Hod wlicwt dfiadi kd t« 
H|i|K>uitD)eiit of the IaUct. 
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22iul of August, nnd oa tlie23rd liad his firat inter- 
\iew viitli the l^jELli. lie explained in firm hut con¬ 
ciliatory language Lho position in which th^ Uajah 
stoodj and the iateutionfl of tlio British govertimoiit 
towards him; and among tnnch adniirablo advice, 
not the IcMt Tahmhle jiortion was that referred to 
in the following pn^Mge of the rei^^irt made hy Sir 
Jumea Cariiuc to his council on tlio subject of this 
intervieiv: — “T rucalknl to his recollection the 
warning long ago given to him hy his friemh Mr. 
Elphinstone, agatnst placing Ins trust and confi¬ 
dence in vakeels and low and intriguing agents 
and eamestty urged liim to discard from hi.'i cmin- 
cjifl the nmnenms ageiiciea he had established.** 
The eonditioiia of the intended amnesty had been 
embodied in a memorandum drawn up in tho Hah- 
ratta language for tho inlbnnation of the licifah, 
and this was placed in hi^ hands. This paper, after 
referring to the infractions of the existing treaty 
by the Rcijah, declared the roadiaess of the Ilritisli 
gf>vemment entirely to overlook them on the con¬ 
ditions which fulluw^ — that the Hajah should now 
hind himself strictly ami in good faith to act up to 
the articles of the treaty of IfelO ; that he should 
agree to certain 9j>ocified arrangements aftecting the 
interests of hi9 brother; that he should dismiEH from 
his councilfl and excliiJe from his territories an of¬ 
fensive and dangerous mini&tor, who was named, WJid 
confirm a guanintee of safety given by the British 
government to certain parties. Thc^i^ were the 
w'hnle of the conditionfj ilemandcd from the Itajah 
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-and ttese he rejected. No sscrffice iviw refiuired 
—no peDflltT iilHLctcd—hut the lUjali, TritU a per* 
Tcreenew rarelj cquaUed, spurned the friendship 
T^hich wna tendered liim on tennis neither biirdcn- 
Bome nor dishonourable. He demanded in v^liat 
Ijarticnliira he had violated the treat}' of 1819, aiid 
on the three points being stated—^the intrigues with 
tlio Portuguese government at Goat the holding 
treacherous intercourse with the ex-Kiyah of Nag- 
pore, and the tampering with the troops of the 
British govcmmcnt^lio made no remark on cither 
the first or third, thus tacitly admitting hie guiit 
on those points. On the second, he took a coiirei' 
which would have licen very projier in an advocate 
defending a client on legal and technical grounds, 
lint which were scarcely consiateut with a consciona- 
ness of innocence when adot>ted by a principal in 
a conference not partaking in any way of tho nature 
of a Segal inquiry. Some interceptwl lettere from 
the ex.-lUjah of Nagporo to him being adverted to, 
he did not deny having been engaged in wtrrespond* 
ence with tlat person, hat dwelt upon the iact of 
no answers from him being produceable, A aecond 
interview took place, but with no better result. The 
Itajah declared that he had threo times refuBed to 
sign the original treaty, which, whether true or not, 
was by no means ineonsisiont with jtrohahility. 
Evidence esisted to shew that so far from being 
grateful for what tlie bonntT of the British govern¬ 
ment had conferred on him, ho was dissatisfied tliat 
he had not received more — that he had aspired to 
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restore the tbrntto of t^etagoo, aod had afTeeted the 
title of King fif tbo HindooR^ to which liiii [md ad- 
Tocatcs had ojienly asserte-d hi«^ claiina, and had ac¬ 
cused the British gnvejtiment of injusticQ in not 
TCcogniKing them. That tho iudelihilitT of Mahratta 
claim B should have been Berjously ai^eried auiiiUt 
tlie prostrate thrones, Mahometan and Hindoo, 
whose fmgiiientfl overspread A&itit ia indeed cakn- 
latod to OK cite nstonishmcnU raore eiifpecially when 
those who undertake their maintenanee are of 
European birth and education Native power* 
though oceosioually accompanied bj a bariiarian 
magnificence^ possesses little to captivate the ima¬ 
gination even in its splendour^ mid little to excite 
the feelings of the sontimentalist in its decline. 
But of all the powers of India, that of the Mah- 
rattas is the least calculated to call forth honest 
srtnpnthv; and a fbreigtJ apologist can scarcely be 
listened to viith patienco, becauso it is scarcely psts- 
sible that he ahonld be belroved to bo sincere. If 
the miBguideti princes of the East, who lavish large 
sums in the purchasti of European agency* were 
aware of the ppecise value of that agency, they 
would soon withhold their useless liberality, an<l re¬ 
tain in their colicrs the wealth which for the most 
part they so di^arly piize^ but which* in such in- 
Htances, they dJspenBe so foolishly- 

The Bajnli, after a short inten al signified a desire 
again to visit the governor of Bonibay; a third in¬ 
terview was granted, and it wa* the la&ti The 
ohstinaev of the miBguifled ]^ri^ce led him stiil to 
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ix»iEFl tbe terma oftereil liim, although the main con- 
Jitiuii'msiflted on only a froiniee of a^lhercuce 
to the treaty by ^hich he t^-as previoiwly bound— 
the roiuaining urtiel€?< l>Bingof conn)aratLveiy trivial 
import. It was, however, in nil pnibahility, that 
first article, though it enforced no new obligation, 
that constituted the chief olistaele to an atiiicahlo 
conclusion of the dispute, for he oh«erTe<l—not to 
the governor, but to the resident—that hy assent¬ 
ing to it, he should be reduceil to the condition 
of a manxiutdar fanner, a nianagcr of a district. 
Well might Sir James Camac exclaim, “What, 
may 1 ask, wm this, hut a formal remincmtlon, and 
on the Itfyah’a part, of a umst important condi¬ 
tion of the existing treaty! And how is it possible 
for ns to maititain friendly relations with a jirince 
who flO much mistakcB his real position, and tliinks 
so lightly of the obligfatjons wLiirh he has con- 
tfiicted, and under which he lioWs liis territories 1" 
According to his own statement, he must have re- 
gardwl himself ns a mere manngBr of a district under 
the treaty of 1810; for such was his view of the 
effect of the first article tendered to him in 185fl, 
which only re<inired him to signify his intention of 
adhering to the former treaty. Ills position, there¬ 
fore, hail never been that which he thought it ought 
to he; and this feeling will account for his intri^e^ 
though it will not excuse them. He was destined 
to ])ay a severe penalty for tho indulgence of hw 
infatuated hopcB, cherished, as they had been, by a - 
visors far more culpable than himself. Tl'o governor 
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saw him no more aft or the interview which Iiag been 
Iiiat noticed, but the lusident, Colonel OvanFk i^^’aited 
on him to reeciTe his iinal decision^ That decision 
was confirmatory of hia previmii^ reflation, and the 
necessary result was, that tho liainh descended from 
the throne, and iCHtk U|i liis residotico wit Inn the 
British dominions; his brother l>oing eJevated to the 
place which he had quitted* 

The Rajah was the Tictim of interested parasites, 
&oino of whom seduced him into acts indicatiro of 
hostile feelings to hia British protectors^ while others 
encouraged him to pemoverQ in rejidling the hand 
of forgiveness stretched out to save him, by making 
professions, which they knew to he falsc^ of jtower to 
enable him to defy the local govommenti mid by 
holding out expectatioEis of success in such a course* 
which they knew to be fuIlacHins. Of the amount 
of the money expended, in enriching these persons, 
no procLse account can be given, but it mnst have 
been very large* The number of his sgeuta was 
almost incrcdiblo. He had European agents and 
native agents — ^agents at Bombay—tigents at Cal¬ 
cutta—agents iu England; two missions having been 
dispatched thither* The local press was freely em- 
ploTcd to revile the governineiit and support the 
Ibyah^ and Englishmen did not hesitate to take the 
Unhappy princess money in jiayment for eyertions 
directed a>^iust the interests of their own country* 

O 

and the safety of its Indian dominioii&«* 
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The oaUBe of the Hiijali wii8 taken wp in England 
with much wimntli, ami without doubt from different 
motives—mot I voB varying from Uio*® highcat 

and most honourable character to tlioao of the 
meanest and most despicable origin. But when 
the resoureis of argumentation were eshauflted, it 
could not Ije shewn that the UajiUi had not violated 
the treaty by which he held his throne. Tho only 
questiou that could with fiiinieas bo nii&ed was, 
whether or nut bo ehoiild Ijo forgiven. Upon this 
point, Lowover, the advocates on laffh sides might 
have suspended disenssion, for tho Rajah obstinately 
refused to he forgiven. Sir James Ganiac left ling- 
land impressed with a desire to adopt the mildest 
of all practicahle modes of donliug with the dclin- 
qiient lUjah, and, it is reported and bcUoved, urnied 
with full authority to carry his views into efteet. 
On arriving in India he recorded his intentions, ami 
lost no time in peeking to fulfil them. He required 
nothing from tho Rajah but that he shonld adhere 
to engagements concluded many yearn before, »nd 
the Rajah virtuallv renounced those engagements. 
The new governor of Bombay, it Is to be observed, 

in cbe tfillMtiwi of pspera on tbu iubjert, printed la «n- 
formity with n. irnoliitkm of the Propneton of Bset lodii t ■ 
Among otlief dubo^emenW of thb description vnm oim, ntwa 
65,000 mpeea. for the puTcbnw of o ship, for tho porp^c. 
said, of keeping open n pominuHicfttiflin with England,^ ut 
sLip, atniJigely cnaagb, was employed in trading with i* 
How the llajah iiiu£liii--d h» InterestB were to t* f 

such eniployineiit of the ship, it ia impcaaibU: tn gw;» J h^' 
iiiTueim to have been nwarc of the feet, for he aafiurdl oa am** 
Cumvu;, with much gravity, linn tho ieiiiling her to China 
** with no lioidlc intent.'" 
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stodl alone in InJiti, iu inuiiitAiiiing tliat the Rajah 
had not olTended boyond the reaob of forgiveness, 
free, genera nil, uiid full. His (lositioii, in tliis re¬ 
spect, is thus described bjliitnself:—When, there¬ 
fore, ! became on tulvocato for u Iciitent course 
being ailopted towanb the Jlajoli, t wsa o])poscd to 
the opinions of the following high authuritJes; tirst, 
by the entire Limineut nf llie late Sir Robert 

Giiintt wboao ^eutiment^ were fitlliered to bj" the 
governuieiit of my Imiuedmte predecestwif^ my pre¬ 
sent resiJocted coikiigut.% Mr, Fniisli i sseeojully, by 
the right honoimiblo the gnYemur-geueral of India, 
ami tills Iis the nmre important^ bocatise^ in the iir^t 
insLance his lordship disposed to view the Rajah 
of Sattam H conduct, os I diil, as l>eneatli serious no¬ 
tice, but was uitinnitely constmiiied to cbmige this 
view by the irresistible weight of the evidence ad¬ 
duced against him i thirdly, hy all the mciabers 
com poising the goTcrmnent of India. These higli 
authorities* ngrcCil iu opininii that the charges were 
nudeuiably proved^ and^ although some variatiotin 
are observable in their scutinients in regard to the 
prcciee inode in which the ca>te ahonld be Hoally 
dLsjioseil of., all concurred in tliinkiiig that the 

* Aboat tbe ticifl of Sir Jump* Camw: ^ syri^ bT Bombiy, n 
letter wits at tbal preBJ<h:a<^ from itc MJcreUry lu the 

govtrimiciit nf India, tmiuUDlttiji^ copra of mbuteB of the Latter 
aovermneDt ou the Sattara all I’oneurrliiif in the i^Mlusion 
thAt the Hajah's gidlt had been cfttabliaJaed, aad that lii* offen^ 
were <if uid wfkoa a aftluM u tn ren^r hia depo^tiflu 

and the aonsiaiioTij of hi* liomiDaons to the BritLib empire lughly 
expedient and a* an example to the whale of Indiii. 
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FUjaL*8 trans^essioiis were ton lieinous to admit of 
their being ovorlookcl and forgiven. I particular!)' 
notice these facts, for, dthongh I Jo not apprehend 
tliat an) one will doubt mv tiincoritv, they are of 
themaelvcs an ample guarantee that I tnust have 
earnestly and cotiscientiously end ea you red to suc¬ 
ceed in my cjtertions on the Hjynb’s behalf, and 
tliat the ftkilnrc, and his con'tccinent dowifal. are 
solely to ho attribiited to liifl own in&tuation and 
perverse obstinacy, and to the pemiciona counsels of 
interested and designing men.”* Against al! these 
ant ho ri ties ttie new governor of Rom hay had to 
maintain his own conviction, aided, as it is lielieved, 
by the wnrnint of the home authorities. He did 
maintain it, and waa Tatuiuishcd only by the per¬ 
verseness of the man whom he was so aniiious to 
proteet.f The Rajah was, indeed, to a certain ex- 

* KlinDtS. 4lh ficptcinber, 1S39. 

I It wfti Alleged lliat the Hajidi waa the viedin of a eonppiraey. 
but 111# real cbaiwtcr and Tiewi Lad long been known tn tboie 
wbo had poewased Dpportnnitics of ofa«rving tKem, Sir 
CBmac. in the minute alrendy niiioted. tovb:—'* I eauld sdduee proof 
WFon proof of the lUjah’B JunUltion. and of the fiust of hU K»tlM^ 
oe*» of intrigne being not unlmown inanr yews oro to the reai- 
dents rtationed at hi* court, which ia conclnsiw ag«D*t the afl^ 
poaitioo that the charges that have been under wiqtiiiy dating the 
lut thtee ywra are the fruit of an intrigue of the day agni^t 
him. One mote, however, will enffice. In a lctl«: dated the J 
Febmuy, 1838. Colonel Ovnns obeerves, Coloud Brigg#. 
report to gnvemment dated the 1st /anuary, 1827. refete to * 
amhitiouA feBliog ns lilely to be the Hajab’s min. in these re. 
markahlE and prophetic words;—' Hei», however, tcnnoiou* o 
preitjJifative* and will cvtiy day iJiore and more resiit ottr 
He bft* lately b«m flattered by ihass aftiimd him intfl afl ernanMOf 
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tent misled by others, but his advisers diil but 
minister to tlie cTil diBpositions of his uwn lie^rt. 
His native advigcis ivctb labouring in their ordhiar? 
voeation—a very eorunmn one in Asia — that of 
practisiEg on the Avaakness iwid credulity of the 
wefiltliy, in the hope of deriving advantage from 
their misguided bounty* But of the eonduet of 
those Emupcana, who excited hopofii which they 
knew could not be gratified, and fiistercd feelings of 
enmity to the countty of their birth, it is iiupoiiiHible 
to speak in terms of adef|uate severity. Hapjaly, it 
is unnecessary to for fitting language—the in¬ 
dignant contempt w'hich all honest minds muat 
feel for such conduct will spring forth without a 
prompter. 

We pass from the fortunes of a petty prince—the 
feeble representative of a mhber dpiasty* which rose 
from obscurity to grandeur^ and then declined into 
insignificance with meteoric rapidity — to events of 
greater dignity and greater interest; events im¬ 
portant in themselvea and in their widely extendeil 
r<dations* To render the narrative intelligible^ some 

TRilimiite of his own LcapcKrtanice, uid he bu ulnauJy evinced atinpg 
incliTiiitioiuf to eitcDd hi* connection* beyond the iimit* pre- 
flcrilied hj tnEstyp it will be fartunjite, perbnpsir for lu* hSghm**, 
if Gveota the govemmeut nn ewiy opportimitv to give him 

tmn!|y wnming of the dnngvT he b mciirrijig> or 1 ibould be tcij 
opprchcnaiTc thit he rany succeed in invnlrii^ biPHi?1f in secret 
CO Ffttn iifiWrirtn n with tboK wtiP HWiV at wiM fiiturt period pm- 
voka die resentment of gdeemniefitK when it i* tikdy a develop- 
meat of a sjAtem of intrigue with bi* highnefi* may take pboCi 
which Will altogether abiie oiir confidence, and may Icid tn hii 
ultinute niln/ 
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reference to treaties and negotiations of earlier date 

will be requisite. ,. , r 

The safety of British Tndiu on the wcstwjml had fre¬ 
quently been an object of great anxiety toU» rulers. 
The countries interyeniug between Peraiu and the In¬ 
dus were inhabited by a rude and barbarous but witbal 
a warlike population, well calculated by their preda- 
toiy habits, their poverty, and their recklessness to 
ejtdte the alarm of a comparatively opulent neigh¬ 
bour- India had more than once felt the evil>> of 
their visitations, iuid liio A%lmus were toineiubered 
ns men whose trade wus war, and whose conetaiit 
divisious formed the only effectual check on their 
ambition and military taste. Some years before t lo 
termination of the eighteenth century, an A%han 
chief, named Zjemaun Shah, had begun to threaten 
the British frontier, and those threats were jieriodi- 
cally repeated and withdrawn as circumstances dic¬ 
tated. The attention of the Marquis Wellesley 
directed to this sowrec of danger at mi 
of the ndtiiiniatration of that distinguished m.bl^ 
man ; and an attempt to invade India, which might 
have occasioned much both of trouble and expense, 
if nothing more, was foiled by exciting the alarui o 
Zemann Shah for the Wifetj of his own dommioas. 
At this time danger to British India was apiwe- 
headed from the raachinationa of the French; am 
to avert evil from either quarter, it was deem 
desirable to draw Persia into a close alliance ^ 
the British government. This was cflectc 
l&Ol a treaty was negotiated by Sir -Tobn M <*0 ^ 
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by wliich tlie Pcjiiian Shall engagtMl ta exclude the 
French from settliug m any [mri of hia domhiioti8, 
and to lioJd the Affglmasi in check id the event of 
their attempting to invade 1 iidlu. 

The latter cause for apprehenBinn was aonti re^ 
moved^ Zemann Stiah waa dcfiosed, and, according 
to Asiatic customs blindeds in the year in wliich the 
treaty with Poraia was concluded, Zemaun Shah 
Laving treated in the same ummer his elder hmthert 
Hoorn ay on, whose throne he had ui^urped. The 
conqueror of Zemaun Shahi and author of hb eudiT^ 
iugs, was another brother, named Mahmood, who 
speedily found himself engaged in a contest for the 
throne mih a fourth brother, named Shoojah-ool- 
Moolk, who finally triumphed; but, with unusua) 
clemency, abstainod from inlllcting oh the man 
whom ho had vanquished the j^en^llty of bllndniaft. 
The countrVp however, contiiiueil tom by fac¬ 
tions and divisiom?, and Shoojah-ool-Muolk tottered 
on his throne from the moment that lie as¬ 
cended it* 

While Afighaiiistan was thus ctmsing to be for- 
midablOt was reliixing in her fidelity, and, 

filially, even the affectation of good faith wiui ahaii- 
doiied. The Pci^iau sovereigiit in I8<lfi^ sent a 
mission to Napoleon, then in the iscaith of h\n 
power, and with all Europe* England excepted, 
prostrate nt his feet* Two yeairs Afterw'ards a French 
mission arrived in Persiar ‘'^th the avowed object of 
CfStabUshiug such relations with that country as 
might aid the views which Napoieon iiad bug 
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eherisbetK of striking a blow at tlie BritLsli poT^er in 
liuUa, and it was received witU extraordiimr)- inarliB 
□f favour and distinction. Lord Miuto, a watelifnl 
and escelletit guardian of tUe great interests tom- 
tnitted to hiscbarge, thereupon prepared to counter¬ 
act the designs of the I'rench Emperor, The 
Blliance of Persia had previously been sought to 
check Afflghanistan, and oppose a Ijarrier to France. 
A similar connection with Allghaiustaii was now 
ineditat«l in ortJer to oppose the combined eiforts 
of France and Persia, rrudent in his policy^ Lord 
Miiito was also happy in the choice of an instrument 
for carrying it into effect. Tt vas resolved to des¬ 
patch a mifision to Cahool, and the charge of it 
was iiitrostcd to the Honourable Monutstiiort 
Elphinstoue. then a very young man. but since 
eminently distinguished by maity important ser¬ 
vices.* Mr. lilphinstone was cordially received, and 
concluded a treaty with Shnojah-ool^Moolk, by 
which that prince bound himself to resist any at¬ 
tempts which might be made by the French and 
Persians to advance through his territones upon 
India. 

While preparation was thus made to vantiiissh the 
enouiy in Affghaiiistan, should they approach, tnea- 
eures to break the confederacy were not neglecte'. 
EndcovoiuB were made, both from India and from 
home, to counteract the baleful iiiliuL'iice which the 
French had acquired in I’ersia, and to detach ^at 
country from its inauspicious comieetion with Eng- 
* At ivsideflt with the Pcisliwa. HO»CTW»f of Boiul#T. 
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land's bitter nnd [rreeoiicilable foe. Sir John 
Malcolm arrived at Bnsliire, rommbsionud bj the 
govcmor-geoeral of Indio, almost simultaneously with 
the arrival of Sir Harfonl Jones* iu Bereia, as pleni- 
potentimy direct from the British Crown- The 
former met with an uncourteona reception, was 
refused permission to proceed to the capital, and 
directed to oommutucato with inferior authorities. 
With this he declined to comply, and having roiiioii- 
St rated without hiiccgs&, he returned to Calcutta with¬ 
out eflTecting any thing, or enjoying an opjiortunity 
of effecting any thing. Sir Harfurd Jnwi^ met with 
better fortune. He advanced to Tdimn+ and entered 
into negotiations which terminated in the conclu¬ 
sion of a prelinunary treaty, by which the Persian 
monarch declared all treaties and agreements which 
he had previously made with any of the powers of 
Europe mill and void from the date of the articles 
then concluded; and that he would not permit any 
Eujojiean force to pass through his country towanto 
India. In the event of Persia being invaded by any 
European power^ Groat Britain was to fujimh a 
military force, or, in lieu thereof, “ a subsidy, with 
warlike ammunitions, sucli Jis guns, muskets, &c^,and 
oflicem to the amount that may ho to the advantage 
of both parties, for the expujftion of the force invad¬ 
ing.'* The number of the forces to be furnished, or 
the amount of the subsidy aud contribution of am- 
munition, were to he regulated by the definitive 
treaty to which that under notice was prcUminaiy* 
^ Now Sijf HaifcTii June* BjridgM* 
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One immeiliate effect of the concluMon of the treaty 
wfls the dismissal of the Ffcncli mission. A treaty 
based on this preliminary' arrangement Traa subse¬ 
quently entered into bj Sir Gore Ouselcr, but, the 
British govemiuent requiring certain ehan^ the 
treaty actuallv deserving the name of defiiutive "was 
not concluded till November, 1»14, Ts hon it received 
the signatures of Mr. Morier anJ Mr. Ellis, on the 
part of Great Britain • In this treaty the renun¬ 
ciation of European aUianees "was Eotnevrhat modi- 
fieti, being confined to nations in n state of hostility 
with Great Britain. No individuals of such Euro- 
pean nations entertaiiiiiiga design of invading India, 
or being at enmity with. Great Britain, were to be 
permitted to enter Persia; and if any European 
power should seek to invado India by ^vay of Kho- 
msan, Tatarhtaii, Bokhara, Snmareand, or other 
routes, the King of Persia was, to the extent of his 
power, to engage the kinga and governors of those 
countries to oppose such invasion, “ either by the 
fear of bis armies or by conciliatory measures." The 
King of Great Britain was not to interfere i(i dis¬ 
putes lietwccn the princes, nobles, and chiefs of Pef' 
sia; and k was further considerately provided that, 
“if one of the contending partii^ should ever oflera 
jHvivince of Persia, with a view of obtaining aseist- 

• The potitlcal comtucncenieut of thii treaty affbrda a perfect 
Bpccimm afPeretan tB*te in til* construetion of itote pap«* f 
ITieM are Et iweegtiy jilackeiJ ttn? thuir 

garden of codcotiI, and tied by tlic bm<it of tiit pjenipoten^rt 
isf the twQ ill the fom of a definiliTe trcatji ^ ^ 

the Birtjck« oF fnf!iiiiBhi|> and nuiity are blended." 
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tho En^li^h govemTnent shall not agree to ^fiich 
n proposal, iior^ Tjj adojiting it, posBess thornBclvcft of 
such part of Persia/" It was^lttisl down that the piir^ 
pose of the treaty was strictly defensive—that it waa 
concluded only for the purpoBs of repelliitg aggres¬ 
sion — -anil that the word aggreflftion” was to mean 
an attack upon the territories of another state. Tliis, 
with refcrenco to the relative fiituatinn of Russia and 
Persia, fonned a very proper introduction to the 
mention of the former CDnutryv and the mode of de¬ 
termining the respective limits of the two. This it 
vrus preacrilKHl should be effected “ according to the 
admission of Great Britain, Persia, and Uussia,^ 
The amount of suhsidy to he paid to Persia, if in¬ 
vaded from Europe, vem fixed at two imndred 
thousand tonmuns annually; hut it was not to be 
jiahl if the war were provoked by any aggression on 
the part of Persia; and, as it was granted Siddy for 
military purposes, the English minister to be 
satisfied of its being duly applied. The l^ersian 
goTcmment waa to be at liberty to employ European 
officers to discipline its troops, provided such officers 
did not belong to nations at war or enmity with 
Great Britain. If any European power should be 
engagetl in war with Persia while at peace with 
England, the latter state was to endeavonr to esta¬ 
blish a friendly iinderT^tanding betw^een the bellige¬ 
rents; hut if unsuccessfhl, vras to assist Persia with 
troops or money, in conformit}' with the preceding 
artiLdes, for so long a time as tliat country should 
continue at war. Tlie siil^sidy was to be fsaid early. 
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to omhle the party entitled to receive it to adhere 
to what ivaa (stated to bt^ “ the custom of Porsin,” 
the practice of pajing the troops six moivthfl in ad¬ 
vance—a custom the prudence of which in general 
cases may be questioned, though its liberality cannot 
be denied, but which certainly differs widely from 
the ordinary custom of Asiatic states, that being, not 
to pay their trooim six months in advance," hut to 
suffer the pay to remain many months in orrear. 
The treaty contained two articles relating to Aff- 
ghanistan. By one, the Poraian sovereign engaged 
to florid an army agjiinst the Afigbaus, should that 
people bo at war with the British government, the 
expense to l;e defrayed by that government—the 
extent of assistance, mode of affording it, and nxan- 
ner of payment, to be arranged when the oecasion 
niight arise. By the other article, the British were 
restrained from interfering in the case of war be¬ 
tween the Affghanfl and Persians, except their me¬ 
diation should he soliqitoil by both parties. Further, 
it wiifi stipulated that, if any “ Persian subject of 
distinction, shewing signs of hr»Btility and rebellion, 
should take refuge in the British dominions, tlie 
English government, on receiving an intimation from 
that of I’eraia, should (in the nervous Itmgua^ of 
tho treaty) “ turn him out*^ of the country, and if ho 
should refuse to leave it, arrest and send iiim to Persia. 
If, previously to the arrival of the fugitive, the British 
government Bhould be awaro of the wish of the 1 *-T 
sian authorities that the stranger should not be re¬ 
ceived, his entrance was to be prohibited, and if the 
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tvere disregarded, the fiemltj denounced 
against disobedience in tin? fonner case Avas to be in¬ 
curred. The obligatjong of this article were decbired 
to be ri?ciprec^tL In tlio last place eamo an article 
providing that the British goTemment should assist 
Persia vritli ships and troops intbeGulf, if required, 
and if convenient and practicable ; the expenses of 
such ships and troops being defrajed bj Peraia, and 
tbe fillips being rcstricteil to certain porta, to be spe¬ 
cified, for their ancbomgo. SncIi was the treaty 
wbichp after five years of negotiation, was coticluded^ 
It remained in force, without alteration, till 1828, 
when the court of Persia found it self in tbo condi¬ 
tion not uncommon with Oriental states, (irc^seci by 
demands which it knew not boAv to meet, and ready 
to sacrifice prost>ective advantage for present relief 
Peraifl bad boon engaged in a disastrous war with 
llussifU and had been amerced by the latter power 
in a heavy line. The British government bad felt 
inconvenience from the article of the treaty by 
whidi they were bound to ailbrd mJlitaiyr or pecu¬ 
niary aid to- Persia when engaged in vvoTi and this 
appeared a fitting opportunity to get rid of It. An 
overture for that purpo^^c was made^ and the Persian 
prince^ in eorisiiloration of receiving n sum of money 
to aid in discharging the claim of Runsia* reliictantly 
Consented to annrd the fourth article of the treaty 
under which the nbiigntion of the British govern¬ 
ment arose, as well os the preceding article which 
relatetl to the boundaries of Iluasia and Persia* and 
gave Great Britain a voice in determining them. 
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A few years more rolled on, during which Persia 
became grailually weaker, md Russia gained a pro¬ 
portionate mcrcaee of atrength. Indeed, the rise 
and esteuBion of the Russian empire are among the 
most remarkable facta of modern times, or even of 
any time- The foundations of that empire were laid 
by Peter the Great as late as the concluBiou of tho 
seventeenth century. Before this time Muscovy 
was a jvetty princedom, obscure as it was Ijarbarous, 
and not recognized as a nienil>er of the community 
of civilized and Chriatian states in the west^ Since 
that period, the course of the Muscovite power hos 
Ihm'Ii, with occasional iuterrnptiona, a career of 
aggressitm and conejuest. The Czar Peter w'ua a 
nmri of extraonUnary energy, and as unscrupubus 
as he was energetic. In every direction he sought 
the mcana of extending his territory, woalthp and 
power. Of his wars with Sweden and Turkey it is 
foreign to the piirjiose of this w'firk to speak; hut his 
designs upon Persia anti eventually upon the trade 
of India—for beyond the pcysscesion of its trade even 
the flanguLne mind of the Cjiar could at that pericKl 
hardly have speculated—require some notice. Peter 
scut an embassy tn Persia, and gecured a monopoly 
of the export of silk from that countjj. The Pens!an 
dominions were then falling into ruin under an 
imbecile ruIerT and Peter thonghi the opportunity 
favourable for obtaining territorial as well as com- 
mereial advantages* Under the pretence of assisting 
the Shah against some rebel enbjectSi ho entered the 
country, seized some of itfl most desirable districts* 
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md retained j^ossession in gpite of the att4^mpt9 of 
the IVreians to regain them. Having achieved this 
meaisure of sncecfsa, he returnijd in triuiii[}b to Mos¬ 
cow* The Sultan of Persia was iiow^ a pdi^ner in 
the hands of the Affghans. Peter imderttiok to 
relieve him, and, in conBi deration of this service, 
obtained a formal cession of the proriiiees w'hieh he 
had coiifpiered, as w^ell os of several othen?- The 
treaty was not ratilied by the sovereign of Pomm 
but Pcter» notwitb^tandiiig, hehl it good go ^ ns 
It pive him a title to kiHqi posseesion of tho provineefl 
thereby ceded to him* tbough lio entirely passed 
over that portion of the treaty winch imjio^ed on 
bim^ as the eonsidemtion for what he gained^ the 
dnty of rescuing ibe Shah from the hands of hia 
enemies. The situation of Pcisia was wo w wretched 
in the extreme. The Affghans were in pgsse^aion of 
one [lortioiipthe Jius^iians of another^ and the Turks of 
a third, when Peter dJed« But tbia event brutight no 
change to the fortunes of the unhappy country, for 
after his death the Russian and Turkish govemincntrt 
proceeded coolly to settle the Ix^umlaries of their 
own dumixiions, as well aa of those of the Persian 
monarchy without callkigthe last-named [sower to any 
part in the dlBciissiou or decision of the matter^ 

The next step taken by Kutisia wm remarkable^ 
The rulers of that country ha^i been unable to esta¬ 
blish their authority iu certain provinces which they 
claimed under the treaty which the Shah had dis¬ 
avowed. They now tiansferred their right to those 
provinces, such as it was, to the head of the Afighan 
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iiivadera tiliom the Kussimis were bound to expel, 
and 03 the condition of the temtoriol cosoion made 
to tliem, and in cotiaidcmtioii of the saerifice, if it 
can be bo called, they obtained the coneurreiicc 
of the Affghans in their retention of the remainder. 
Hut the designs of llu 3 &ift soon afterwards lecciTreH 
A consideniide cheek. Nadar Siiah arr>se, exjielled 
the Ailghaas from Peraia. and became its jiionarcb. 
He claimed the whole of the ancient t«)B3€?s6ifi)ts of 
Peraia, and Russia, not deeming it prudent to con¬ 
test his elaJm, quietly abandoned all territory south 
of the Caucasus. But a dominion which rests on 
the peraonal cliaractcr of the sovereign is necostiaTily 
niistable, and the death of Kadar Shall openetl again 
the field for the exercise of Russian ambition. Fiival 
princes of Georgia, an old dependency of Persia, 
sought the assistance of Russia, and though none 
was afforded, a series of proceedings of singularly 
insidious character (tdlowed, wliich ultimately led 
to the absorption of that province into the leviatlian 
empire. The success of Russia against Turkey 
enabled her to command the Caspian Sea: this 
adimled additional means for frilfilling the designs 
long entertained againirt Peraia; and those who liavP 
learned with what perseverance Russia pursue* 
schemes of aggression uill believe that they were 
not neglected. 

The eightoetith century closed upon the publi¬ 
cation of an ukase of tho sovereign of Rnssia,* 
formally annexing to his empire the prrjvince of 
* TTie Lunntic Emperor FfloL 
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Qwrgtix, ivhieb iiml been for eome liTne miller the 
protect ion of his prcdcceEsora. The spirit ^vliich 
aoimated the Kii^ian govenmient when tlmt prcN 
tectioQ first itttbrded^—whicli indeed has never 
ceoaed to aoiniiLte jt^ and nevivr will ceaae till the 
unwieldy fabric of the empire sliall fall to pice 
waa evinced in the ins true tin ns given to the officer 
by whom the province was brought under the yoke.,* 
Unlimited authority was given to him to receive the 
gubmigsjion of any nations that might desire tr> become 
subject to llussia, and cortain countriefl were mincdf 
iifl pecnliarly fit to be admitted to this priAllege* which 
couiitricSj like Georgia, were dependenciets of Persia, 
The annesatioTi of Georgia^ by tho Kniperor Paul, 
Ai^ae ill defiance of a settlement of the crown of 
that countly solemnly mm1e by hiti immediate pre¬ 
decessor, the EmpreH^< CatbariDe4 But a scrupnious 
regard to obligations, however Rtriiigent, has never 
Ik^cd numbered among the Aveakne^es of RiniiHian 
rulers ; and an imperial ukase is held to be able to 
effect any thing AAitliiri llio limits of jihy&ical ]Misci¬ 
bility. Jiloral consideratjoas enter not into the 
calculations of the statesmen who wield the serm- 
barbarons [Kj wer of JluBsia. Paul &oon a fterwards met 
his dcath^in the manoer common to his race.f His 

* PriDM PotCtqKD, 

t BMkcKk uid Drrbcttil. 

I Bj the treaty whii!^ hreught Gwrgm nnilaf tbe prnWictida 
of KubqIq* (lie Empreee sdpiilKted for licrsetf and htr Auccetinn 
iHat *tie would maifitain the pdnre, hie beira and p«- 

teritjp on the throne^ 

f Timt a Enuian prince shooldi die a natimJ draih migfat bj 
tbe aupentitLous be rei^Arded ils u dartdin^ portenL 


CttAP. 

XXX. 


112 


HlSroHY OF TtlE 


CHAP. 

XXX. 


su<^cessoft AlexflHiler* coJ^Brincd the Gcofgian ukusc, 
and proceeded in tiii amiable spiiit tilial jn-^tj to 
carry out ilie Tiews of his parent^ by adding Min- 
grelia to the imperial poseesrionii. 

The RiiKiiaiJS and Persiaos were anon ki rome 
into actual couflicti but it waa not the long seriee of 
aggression already noted which was the immediate 
occasion of it. The conllict could not fail to come 
sooner or later, but it waE preeipitateil by the c«>a- 
duct of a rebellious Taeeal of the Persian King, ''•vbo 
held the govemmeut of Erivan. Tbo Shah ad“ 
yancing with an army to reduce this peireon to obedi¬ 
ence, the latter fiolicitefl the aid of a Russian force* 
which was promptly oiibrded him. At tbia time* it 
is to bo obseryedT, liussia and Persia wore at ]ieace; 
but this circ!umstance formed no impediment to the 
grant of the ref|uired asaistauce, ficelng that it ^as 
attended by the prospect of aggrandiKemeut* the 
rel>el haying ]pTomii9ed to deliver up to the Russians 
the fortress which he cotnmandetL Before arriving 
at Erivan* the Russian army met and defeated that 
of the Shah; hut on reaching the place^ the surrender 
of which Was looked to as the fruit of their victory, 
it was found that from some cause tho rGl>el go¬ 
vernor had altered his miad* He refused to admit 
the friends wlu>ae "visit he had solicited* and they, 
being unable to maintain the siege, wore compelled 
to retire. This W'as in lfi04, and the war thu5 com* 
mcnee<l by the Russians, without any provocation 
but the lust of conquest* continued to be carried on 
in a desultory Tuanner and wdth variable success till 
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1814. It durJag its eontiniiance that the 
diplomatic contest for the firietidfllLip of Persia took 
place between the Eogliah and French, aod ended 
in the triumph of the latter. These ten jeats of 
sluggish WOT in the East were pri>cliictiTO of great 
events in Europe: Napoleon^ having brought to his 
feet every European power but one, gave law to the 
entire continent. Could ho have been satisfied with 
what he liad attained,—enough it might have l>cei] 
supposed to satisfy any measure of ambitioui lie 
might have diofl in pos^sesaion of the vast power 
which his sword had wou^ and have transmitted it to 
a sneceasor of his own race. But it wa^ not suflicient 
that Spain should be a dependent kingdom nnJess 
its nominal ruler woro of the family nf its actual 
flovereign, and to effect this, Napoleon resorted to a 
}>Qltry stratagem, the per[>etration of which 1 * 13 ^ not 
only a gr^t crime, bub according to the code of 
political morality then prevalent in Fmnce, that 
which ia tnudi worscj a great blunder. TIjo 
treacherous abduction of the vt^yal family of Spain, 
the attempt to force tbebrx>t)ier of NatKjIeon on tho 
pcoplo, the resistance colled forth, the aid alfnrded 
by Great Britain, and the brilliant results which 
followed, shook the new imperial throne to its founda¬ 
tions; and to crown aM, Napoleon, in an evil hour for 
himself, projected the invasion of Russia. The terri¬ 
ble details of the failure of that attemfit need not 
here be repeated. Napoleon, bereft of one of tho finest 
armies over collected, ffed towards the scat of his 
government, w'hich a few months lie fo re be had 
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quitted with luimiTig expectations of freali victoriefl 
and further conquests. lie had niarcbed to Kussia 
through tho territorieB of obsequious friends and de- 
pciidenta. He found that his return vus to bo miide 
tbrougli the conntiy of cneuiieB, All Eurnjw was 
DOW lurajed against binii. He was bunted boiue- 
ward like n common too of mankind, and though on 
some occasions be made a etaiid worthy of his mili¬ 
tary reputation, Tictoiy, wlion it attended Mm, was 
but the prelude to retreat. At length he entered 
France, and so did bis |i«r8uer?, and in that capital 
whore he had ciefied all earthly—perhaps it would 
not he ton much to add all heavenly iiower—ho 
dive&tcd himself of that crown which he a few years 
before had oompelled tlio reluctant representative 
of the once mighty, but now fallen, Komish 
hierarchy to place upon his bead. It is needless to 
follow' him through the few montha of feverish es- 
citement which followed, or the years of compara¬ 
tive solitude which he subsequently passed on a 
remote rock in the Southern Ocean, Mapolcon has 
no claim to notice here, except in as far as the wars 
which he kindled in Europe withdrew the attention 
of Russia from any vigorous prosecution of her 
designs upon Persia, These wars account for the 
feeble, lingering, ami indecisive character of her 
tneasures in advancing those designs, and the re¬ 
storation of general peace accounts for tiie Eiispen- 
aion of them. Tlie couisn of European politics had 
brought Great Britain into close alliaiice with 
Russix and on this ground, as well as, it may be 
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presumed* from n desire to prevent the additiou to 
the Riii^iiLn empire of the whole dominJons of 
Pei^iEi^ the Briti^ihb ambasaador in the latter country 
mter[]osed his good oBSces to establish the rektiotui 
of peace* 11 was indeed an extmordinaay fact» that 
Great Britaiii should be subsidizing an allj for the 
purpose of maintaining war with another ally of the 
countjy furnishing the snbsidj. Bj the treaty thus 
brought alKiut, rorsia surrendered to Russia a vast 
extent of territntji and engaged to maintain no navy 
on the Cnspian^ The conduct of the negotiation 
was highly djarecteristic of Ru^ian policy* The 
l^nsis propo$ef] in the treaty was that known in 
diplomatic language as the "*utt posiuiJetis” This 
would have giveu to the Russians the right t>o a district 
which for i^peeiai rea^ns tho Persian government 
were most anxious to rescue from their gmep* Tlie 
Persioji pleutpotentiary accordingly declined to ac¬ 
cept the haaiN unle^is Taliah were excepted- Tho 
Russian negotiator dectare<] that his instructions 
did not allow him to vary or modifr^ the basis; bat 
to indnee tho otber party to accept of it with nut 
qualification, be pmmii^d to ppoenre from hh court 
the restitution of tho disjmted district os an act of 
grace and favour. The halt was taken, the treaty 
was signed,—the Persian government tben looked 
for tbe fulfilment of tho Russian plenipoteiUiaiyk 
prennise, hut it is iicodless to say tiiat they lookod 
in vain* The British ambasaador at St* Peters- 
Imigh remonstrated; his remonstrances produced all 
tho effect that might be expected, and no more. 
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From this time an unca^j state of feeling coDtinucc! 
to exist between Ilusaia anfl Peraia^ until, after the 
lapse of some jears^ it terminated in open wiit^ 
a war most flisaatrous to Persia—that county being 
flompelled to purehaso pcaee h)'^ the saerifiec of ftir- 
ther portions of territory to a groat extent* Hav¬ 
ing gained tbna mneb bj war, the Russian govern¬ 
ment, according to its aecuatomed mode* resorted to 
the nse of the more insidinns and not less cflicient 
modes of aggrandizement afforded by the arts of in¬ 
trigue. The advances of Russia have ever been Uke 
thoK i>f the tiger—wary, crunching, and cowardly, 
until the moment arri ves for making the fatal spring. 
With [veace and friendship ou the lips of her emis¬ 
saries and bland smiles on their conntenancesj Rus¬ 
sia has succeeded but loo often in disarming ai>' 
prehension and discouraging precaution^ until tho 
obvious certainty of her objects left no place for 
apprehension, and precaution was no longer avail¬ 
ing* Haling laid down her artns for a seusou, every 
effort was made to establish the influence of Russia 
within Persia and beyond it, a^nd her counsels were 
not leas fatal than her a word. 

Those coiinaela became an object alarm to 
Great Britiun, and nioBt justly* Imbecile or trai¬ 
torous must bo that government which slumhct?! 
when Russia is approaching the border of any of 
its provinces, even though the approach he &low^ 
and the distance between the invader and the object 
of his desire, as yet, greatp Who that had seen the 
Russian empire as left by Peter the First coold 
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haTC antic! [>ato*l its jiresent^xteiitt Who coulil Imva 
irnagiiind that, after heingf deprived of the talent 
and ciioTj^y of its founder, it ahould jct contiuue to 
roll OQ increasing with cvoi^' variation of political 
evontfi, and b[i reading its Imlefnl iniluGnce oven 
where its actual power was still unfelt? A vniter 
who bos bestowed much attention on the subject thus 
Npeahs of lltisEia, and the elfecta of its ambition;— 
'* A reference to the map w'ill shew that Russia has 
advanced her frontier in eveij direction, and even 
tlie Caspian Sea, which appeared to present an 
impediment to her progreas, she hoa turned to ad¬ 
vantage bv a]ipropriating it to herself. It will be 
tieeii that tlie plains of Tartary have excited her 
cupiditv, while the civilixed states of Europe and 
Asia have been dismembered to augment her domi- 
iiiona* Not content with this, slie has crossed into 
Atuerico, and there disputes, in clirect violation of 
her engagements to England, the right of onr mer- 
clmiits to navigate tho rivers that deboucho on its 
western coast. It ivill be aeon that tho aciiuiai- 
tions she has made from Sweden are greater than 
wliat remoius of that ancient kingdom; that her 
acquisitions from Poland are as large as tho whole 
Austrian empire; that tho territory she has wrested 
from Turkey iu Europe is equal to tlie dominions 
of Prufisia, oxclusivc of her Khenish provinces; mid 
tlinf her acquisitions from Turkey iu Asia are equal 
in extent to all the smaller states of Germany, tho 
Rhenish provinces of Prussia, Belgium, and Holland, 
taken together; that the country she has conquered 
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from Persia is about the size of England; that her 
acquiBitioua in Tartaiy have ari arcs equal to Turkey 
in Karope, Greece, Italy, Spain; and that the 
territory she has actjuired ivithiti tho last sixty-four 
years (since 1772) is greater in extent and import* 
nnw* than the whole empire she had in Europe be¬ 
fore that time. Tiiese are facta," omrtinnes the 
g B i Q ft writer, “ which rest on no doubtful evidence, 
yet they aro such as may well startle every think¬ 
ing man who has not previously reflected upon 
them, Biul such us no one who dosirps to reason ou 
the present stato of Europe or Asia ought to dis- 
rcganl. Every portion of these rast acquisitionSt 
except perhaps that in Tartary, has boen obtaiued 
iu opposition to tho views, the wiBhe®, and the 
iuterests of Eniglaiid+ The disiiiembeiment of 
Sweden, the partition of I'ohiud, the conquest of 
the Turkish provinces lUid of those dissevered irorii 
PeFEia, have all been injurious to British interest® I 
and though some of them found favour for a 
and for a price given at Vienna and Berlin, even the 
kingdoms that have shared her spoliations can noiv 
regard tliem vrith no other feeling than alarm. The 
power and resources of Uussia lie in the countries 
to the west of the Volga, not in the vrilds of Siboria, 
and her empire in Enroi>e has been nearly douVii<Hl 
in little more than half a century^ In sixty-four 
years she has ad vanised her frontier eight hundred 
and fifty miles towards Vienna, BorUrSt Dresden, 
Mituich, and Paris i she has approached four huiuire^d 
and fifty miles nenrer to Constaiilinopic; she 
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poaaessed herself of the capital of Poland, and has 
advanced to within a few miles of the capital of 
Sweden, &otn which, when Peter the Pint mounted 
the throne, her frontier was distant three hundred 
miles. Since that time she bos stretched heraclf 
h>rwaril about one thousand miles towaids Imlia 
and the same distance towards the capital of Persia, 
The regiment that is now stationed at her farthest 
frontier post, on the western shore of the Caspian, 
has 09 great a distance to moreh back to Moscow 
ns onward to Attoek on the Indus, and is actually 
farther from St, Petorsburgh than from I^ote, the 
capital of the Seiks. The liettalions of the ttusaian 
imperial guard that invaded Persia found, at the 
termination of the war, that they were as near to 
Herat as to the hanks of the Hon, that they had 
already accomplished half the distance from their 
capital to Delhi, and that therefore from their camp 
ill Persia they hod as groat a distance to march back 
to St- Peterabuigh os onward to the capital of tlia- 
dostan. Mcauwhilci the ‘ Mobcow Gazette’ threatens 
to dictate at Calcutta the next peace with England, 
and Huasia never ceases to urge the Persian govern¬ 
ment to accept from it, free of all cost, officers to 
discijiline its troops, and arms and artillery for its 
soldiers, at the same time that her own battalions 
are ready to march into Persia whenevcf the Shah, 
to whom their services are freely offered, can be in¬ 
duced to require their assistance."* 

• Prewnt Posidcra of Kuisia in the Baet, 
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This is o true pictiiic of the projsnresa anti policy 
of Rtissin. atirt no countiy can view tirjih indifference 
the advance nf the frontier of tliat nation to its ovi-n. 
Apart from the interests of any particular people, 
the over^o'ffii tyranny of Russia must be regarded 
as inimical to the best interesls of the hum an race. 
When Rome gradually advanced Us conquesta till 
its power ovet^ihadowed the larger part of the 
known world, the position of the conquered was not 
one of uiimixed evil. It is true that nations lost 
independence, and princes crowns, but the con*' 
quert>ra wore for the most part far more enlightened 
and civilised than those whom they subiltied; and 
in communicating to their tributary provinces a 
portion of the advantogea enjoyed by tbemselves, 
they made some compensation for the evils which 
thev inflicted. When the barbarian honlcs of the 
north ovemm the fair provinces W'htch the trembling 
sceptre of Rome was no longer able to control, the 
irruption was attended with cincumstancci! which 
relieve the picture of some of its darker shades. 
The idolatrous victors embraccid the purer religion 
of the people whom they despoiled, and laid the 
founclations of a state of society which liaa rivalled 
the brighter days of Roman grandeur, and far sur¬ 
passed those of its decline. But the inroads of 
Rimm are destitute of any countervailing good to 
check the niafls of evil with ’which they are attenderL 
Tlie Unf^ianB lies tow on their tictima nothing but 
chain a, and receive from them nothing but the 
ordinary rewards of tyniniiy and iDjuiiticc—^the 


HEITIBH EMFIBE M INDIA. 


121 


PDoothered hate irMcU chains only can keep from 
bursting into open hostility. The progress of Rus¬ 
sian domination or inflaetice is the progress of bar¬ 
barism. The Ts^ide-spreading tyranny of Napoleon was 
Its unfftTourahle to moral and mteUcctnai elctation 
as to dvil freedom; but it would be grwa injustice 
to compare it witb tlmt of Russia. Tho Freacb 
possessed literature, and were proud of it: aud if 
tlie fine arts had not flouriabed with them, it was, at 
least, not for want of cultivation. France, too, had 
some recol lections calculatetl to soften the madness 
of revnlutioDary anarchy and gild tho shackles of 
imperial desiiotiam. While the remembrance of her 
ancient chivalry endured, France bad Bomettung to 
remind her whence she had follen, and to warn her 
to retrace her Btc|at. Rusaia bos no recollections 
but of dungeons and whipe—of public outrage and 
secret crime. Its common people have ever b€!en 
the basest of slaves, and its paloees the abodes of 
sotiguinary violence and unblushing licentiousness. 
Rnssia has no literature; and though its rulers have 
long sought to attach men of science to their 
chariot-wheels, it has been only that they might nso 
them ni instruments to rivet more closely the fetters 
of tyranny. Where RuHsian aggression is triumphant, 
the result is aometlting more than a mere change of 
government—it is a reduction of tho unhapjiy peo¬ 
ple who fall beneath its yoke to the lowest state of 
degradation in which man can exist. 

To wlmt extent the inenUus of Russian supre¬ 
macy is dcstiueil to overspread the civilixed world it 
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is not possible to calculato; but nil ssijfacious and 
pnideat statosmeo will watcb its movements ’frith 
the deejieftt ansiety- At the time uuilep notice, the 
Poimian govemment wji& idtogether in the hands of 
that of Rnsaia, and the intrigues of the latter to 
extend its influence beyond Pershir in the direction 
of India, were notorious. Some brief explanation 
of the eircumstaiices of the mierveuing countiy will 
here be necessary. 

Mention has been made of a prince named Shoo- 
jah-ool-Moolk as having succeeded, in oppositlou to 
his brotheri MalonoiiHi in establishing himsKslf on the 
throne of Affghauistan, and who ruled, or profesBcd 
to rule* that country when it was visited tij the 
Britlfih mission under Mr. Elphirt&touo. Shortly 
after the departure of tlkUt mission, Sboojah was 
compelled to yield to the tetter fortune of Mah- 
moot], who escaped from coufinementt and as£^rted 
his claim in anns. The defeated Shoojah fled to 
Lahore* where Ilunjcet Singh received him cor¬ 
dial Ijv plundered him UDserufuilDusIy, and evinced a 
strrmg desire to retain posBession of bia person* 
Shoojah, after a timcj esca]>efl into the British do- 
miuiona, where he was received in a matiner becom* 
ing the character of the government. 

But Mahmood was not to enjoy witliout molcaia- 
tion the threme which ho had regained, or rather 
which had been regained for him. He mainly 
owed his success to a chief nomeil Futteh Khan* of 
wliom* on account probahlv of the servicea which 
ho had randeredt Kazzirain the sou of Mahmofici* a 
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□mn of dark Rtid cruel Ghamctcn'T becomo Jealous^ 
Tbe Tmdictive prince rccemiDeDded that Futteh 
Klifui should be arrested and dcpriycd of sight. 
Muhniood, ’With the measure of gratitudu conmsou 
to Orie^ntaJ despotSt couiplied with hits bout's recjuest* 
The chief was subjected to the inflicting sstiggestedj 
and Huhsequently murdered with ciroumstanceB 
of atrocintii cruelty. Such oceturenccs are frequent 
in the East, but though frequent, they arouse the 
natural feelings of hninmi nature, and those by 
wliom they are perpetrated often find that they 
have prepared a seyero, perhaps a bluody* retribu¬ 
tion for tbemficlvea. Fnttch Khan left behind those 
who were not slow to avenge his death; who pro^ 
bahly, indeed, were glad of a pretext for shaking off 
their allegiance to aii ungrateful lord* A reyolu- 
tion, effectcir by the brothers of the ijiurtiereil 
rainiBter, deprived Mahmood of tho liu*ger portion nf 
his duDUidons^ and drove him to Heratr where ho 
succeeded in nmintninirtg his authority over a 
limitcKl ext^^nt of territory. There be died, leaving 
his diminished power to bis heir, Kamram, the guilty 
author of the sufferings jmd death of t utteh Khan^ 
anil the subsequent ill-fortune which attouded the 
house and throne of ilahmood^ The dominions 
alienated by the revolution were divided aniiing tlic 
brothers of Futicli Khan, one of whom, Doel iloho- 
moil Khan, the most able and active among them, 
redgued in Kabooh A part of tbe country was held 
iu a sort of conimoii sovereignty by other hrotheI^^ 
residing at Kandahar, Shah Shot yah ■ taiect uusuc- 
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cesafUUy at tempted to recopor tbe throne from which 
Mahiriood had been expelled; but Runjeei Singh 
succeeded in wresting Peshawur from the group of 
the rebel chiefs, and aiuiexing it to Iiis own do- 
iiunious» 

Tills dismeniberment was not the only one to be 
apprehended. PcrsiRt encouraged by pre¬ 

ferred certain claims, uiui prepared to niaiDtiiiu 
them. The nattire and etcn the extent of Ifi^ 
clainiB were somewhat vague. They seem to have 
rested partly on pretensions origiiiatiug in the con¬ 
quests of Nadar Shah, partly on the jiaymont of 
tribute to Poisia on certain occafiious by Kamrain^ 
the ruler of Herat^ and partly on certain engage* 
meats entered into by that prince labile the prince- 
royal of Persia had been employed in reducing 
Khorasan to ubedienoe. Upon these latter grounds 
the Persian claims would have been limited to Jlerat 
and its depemlenciepi, but according to the first they 
extended to Kandaliar and Ghuznec. With refer¬ 
ence to the dependency of Porsin upon Russia, it 
was obviously not for the interest of Great Britain 
that these elaiids should be pressed to any, even the 
smallest, extent. The danger is clearly stated in 
a memorandum drawn njj In the month of January* 
1636, by Mr. EUi^ the British minister in Persia, 
fiir the information of his government r—^'"Tho 
Shah of Persia lays claim to the sovereignty of 
Airglinnifitarit as far as Ghuznee, and is fully 
detemiJned to attempt the conqnesi of Herat 
in the spring* Unfortunately* the conduct of 


BarrisH ewpire in india* 


1241 


Kamrsm Menrza, in violating- tW engagements 
enteml into ivith Ins poyal highness the lato 
Abbas Meeraa, and in jjerniitting Lis Vizier, Yah- 
Mfthomed Khan, to occupy [lart of Seistan, lias 
given the fthah a ftiJi justifimtion for commencing 
hostilities. The sneoeiis of tlie Shah in the under¬ 
taking is anxiously wished for by Russia, and their 
minister here does not iait to press it cm to early 
execution. The motive cannot be mistaken. Herat 
once annexed to Persia may Ixjcome, according te 
the cominercial treaty, the residence of a Russian 
con^mloi agent, who would from thence push hin w> 
searches and communications, avowed and secret, 
throughout AUghaniston- Indeed, in tlie present' 
state of tho relations between Persia and Rimbio, it 
cannot bo denied that the progress of tlie former in 
AfPi-liatiistan is tantamount to the advance uf the 

S' 

latter, aud ought to receive every opjioBitioii from 
the British goveniineat that the obligations of public 
faith will permit; but wLilo the British govemmeut 
is free to assist Persia in the assertion of her sove¬ 
reign preteuBions in Affglianjstan, Great Britain is 
[irecludod by the ninth article of the existing treaty 
from intorfering between the Persians and tlic 
Affghans, unlew called upon to do so by both par¬ 
ties ; and, therefore, as long as the treaty remnins in 
force, the Britiah government must submit to the 
approach of Ruseian influence, through the instru¬ 
mentality of PoTsiirn conriuestB, to the very frontier 
of our Tmlinn empire.”* War between Persia and 

• CorrespondeDce nJnling m Ferviii bhiI Afljfdunwnsii pmeDte*! 
la both of PArtimnent by ccnniinntl of her Majeity. 
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Hemt fuUow^cd, under the aiMpiceft of RuBsia, ond 
the anxiety of the British authorities was ooiise' 
quentlj ioereasecL Russia* intleed, affected to dia- 
claim the share imjiuted to it in ori^imting the war* 
and copies of despatches from the Russian minister 
in Peraia to Ilia government were furnished to dis- 
cre^lit the rcfiort* But despatches are framed with 
mrioua objects:—There are despatches fratnod to 
informt and despatches framed to mislead; dos- 
ptches to be kept secret, and des]iatcU<^ to be 
imhliclv paraded* Russian diplomatists are adepts 
in all the mysteries of their craft, creditable and 
otherwiee; and, in all cases m which their state¬ 
ments are qnefltionahle, it will be the safer course to 
judge of the truth from ctrcum stances* In this case 
circumstances sufficiently indicated what were the 
viewii of the Russian government p While its minis¬ 
ters were mamifaeturing show despatches to disarm 
the jealousy of Englaturh they were not only inciting 
Persia to war with Herat, but aetttallj engaguig in 
the contest and aiding ita prolangatiou by advances 
of money* 

To countemet theso oflbrts became a matter of 
pressing importance, and the pnicticability af con¬ 
verting eastern Affghanistan into a barrier for the 
defence of British India—a project previously en¬ 
tertained by Lord Min to—began to be fleriously 
considered. With a view of effecting this objects 
or at leaat of ascertaining whether or not it could 
bo effected, a mission, professedly conmierciaJ, was 
in September, 1837, dl 6 [] 4 !:itched from India under 
Captain Alexander Domes, who had some previous 
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acqnaiDiance mih the cronntry and its rulers. When 
Captain Burtn^s arrived jit Kaboal, ia the exercise of 
liifi funetioQB* be found Persian and Rus^bn intrigue 
aetivelj at work in Adglmnistun- Csminmnications 
were pas^iing between Kmidj-diar and PerHia, and 
furtbert between the obiefe of the finiiier place and 
the Ruissian ambassador at tlio Persian court. 
These latter iwuiraiiitications^ it is said, originated 
with fi fugitive fmm Hemt, whot at Tehran, bemuie 
tlie guest of the Huaftian ambassador. This {>ei^e]j 
{Ht^ae^ing some influence: with the Kandahar chiefs 
Miggesteii to them that it would be for their advan¬ 
tage to address the representatiTB of the autocnil. 
It is stated, that they did to the effect of expressing 
a strong desire to enter into a friendly conneetion 
with Riisaia; of representing their grievances^ more 
especially the occupation of Pesliawur by Runjeet 
Singh, and of eolieiting pecuniary assistance to 
enable them to escpel the invader. It is needless to 
BaV|. that the ambasaador did not aflbrd them the 
required aid, but be expressed great joy at tho 
receipt of the conuumiication, treated the Tuessenger 
who brought it with extraordinary distinction, mid 
dispatched a courteous answer with the usual 
Oriental accompaniiueLit of presents. Tho epistolary 
favours of the Rui^iati ambassador* were not con- 
fiiieil to Kandahar, Ho addressed a letter Uj Dost 
Mahomed Khan,, the chief of Kahooh and this 
appears to have been unsalieited.t Dost Mahometl 

* Tho dtJe of tMi rnddaliaAble functioDorj woa cbe Covat 
Sitnrtinirli. 

t Do^t MELhotne^ had time Isefore ditpitdiied m ine»«i|;cr 

tci RiiuU by way of BokhAm, 
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liaJ sent 3 messcng^jr to the Sliah of Persia, for 
the porpose^ as it appears, of askiag assistance 
against Runjeet Singh, whose occupation of Pe- 
rfiawur was* by all the brothers irganled with 
extreme aTersioti. It does not seem that any over¬ 
ture was made to the Russian amhassitdor, but this 
did not prevent that personage from expressing his 
evni|Mithy with Dost Mahomed* “ The liussian 
amb^Essador, who is aJways with tho Shjih#*^ ’iMites 
the servant of the chief of Kabooh ** has sent you a 
letter, which I inclose. The sidifitaiice of hia verbal 
message to you is, that if the Shah docs every thing 
you want, so much the lietter^ and, if not, the 
Russian govemment will funiish you with evciy 
thing wanting* The object of the Russian elchc«* 
by thU message is, to have a road to the English, 
and for this they arc veiy anxious. He is waiting 
for your answer* and 1 am sure he will serve you.^f 
The road to the English which the llusfiiaiia wisheil 
to havo was, of course, a road to India. True it is* 
that this ia only a representation of the views of 
Russia at second luind ; but for what object did the 
ambassador of that country, who was ” always with 
the Shall,^ seek intercourse with the chiefs of 
AiTglianistan ? The object of the British gn>yerti“ 
ment was obvious and was fair* They sought to 
establish political influence in that country for the 
purjioeo of protecting their liidiau possessions. But 
Russia had iiu similar object, and could have none- 

• Kd^dj, 

t Correspamfeii™ rating to AfgbAiiiitBn laid before Rirlifi- 
meat. No. 
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Nft one np|irebended tUat the English oTer enter¬ 
tained any 'dtwiigTi of Ltivmliiig Russia firom India 
through Atlghuiiistan and PorBiap The ohje-ats of 
the two governments who were thus contendiug for 
influeune were altogether difflererit; with one it was 
defence^ with the other aggres&inri* 

A oew' agent goon appeared iti the fieldt in the 
of a Russian enihisary^* who came to Kabool 
armed with credontiatB fnyni the Count Stmotiich, 
the lin^ian amba;^sador at TehruDt and recom¬ 
mended by a letter from the Shah» The rommnnl- 
cations made by this |>eraou w^ero justly ctiamcteriKed 
by Captain Dnmes* to whom they tvere reportie*! 
from two distinct hut tnistw^orthy soorees^ as “of a 
startling nature" He informud the chieftaim at 
wliofic TOurt he appeared^ that he was eommleisioned 
to earpress the sincere sjTnpothy of the Rusniim 
govcfnimeiit with the diflicaUids under which Dost 
Mahomed lalamred; that they were willing to assist 
hi reiHrlUng Hmijeet Singh, would furnish a sum of 
money for the purpose, and rcoew it auuuallyt ex¬ 
pecting in return the ohieftain^s good utliceSi Even 
the means of reniUtance were adverted to, the 
Russian guvemmciit undertaking to convey the 
treasure to lioklianu whence Dost Mfllml^t^d waa 
expected to find hin own means of tranisit^ It is 

* The OAinc of tliia pwcia wm Vickovkh. 
f Ai^cordlDj' to a tniudfi by ope of tht Sirdam af 

Kindahir to wn officer*’ CAptaiti fjmeh, thl* HuMtan 

Dgirpt enrkiietl Lii coiDDitimcatioiis by alfuipiiig lliat* tbooi^h tb£ 
English bad precetlcd the for loose genembuoi in 
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not ncct^^sarr to believe that tUcit? irae anj* intention 
of fietiding' the money thus |)roftbri‘i1. The protnise 
would Bitswr tbc jmriwtie for o while, and m the 
meantime there was opportunity for considering of 
some new device. 

At Kandahar the conubined intrigues of Russia 
and Persia sncceedeil in efTecting the eoiiclusion of 
a treaty ^vith the Sirdars, whicli provideil tor the 
tmiisfpr to those nilera of the territoTy of Herat. It 
is true that it was yet iincoUfiucrtHl, but tliiB fact 
a].pcaffi to have l>een no olifltaele to the success of 
the negotiatiaji. The treaty was giiarauteed by 
Coniit Slmonkh in the following lugh^ntinding 
terms: “ I, who am the minister plenipotentiary of 
tbc esalted government of Russia, will l>egnaranteo 
that neither on the part of his majesty thet Shall of 
Persia, nor on the part of the powerful Sinlarit. 
shall there occur any deviation from, or violation of, 
this entire treaty and these agreements.’* 

While Russian influence was thus in the a&centlant, 
the Ilritish miasion to tho Persian court was sub¬ 
jected to such treatment as compelled its chief, 
Mr, McNeill, to withdraw. At liusbire and other 
places, the servants of tlio British government were 
cxijosed to insult and violence, and the routinuance 
of fricudly reiatiotis botw'een Great Britain and Per¬ 
sia becoming diiily more uncertain, it was expedient 

civUiolMHi, itfi latter had now Misea &om iHrir Bleep, imd were 
seeking for foreign pMsewlons Juwl alliiincu; and that the buglial' 
were nut a ouUtarjf nation, hut mereljr the merdiiuitJr of Kurojie. 
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til tunke a demonfittation in Hig Gulpli; and, uccor^ 
cl^Tlglv^ tho island of Karak oc^iijned by a Britiah 
force. 

Captain Bumes continued at Kaboob but bia 
laboui^ did not proEpcr. Dost Maborneil Khan 
was* obviously, playing off the British and Russian 
missions against each otheTp and endeavouring to 
ascertain from which jiarty he could procure the 
i>eflt terms. The Russians had, clearI)\ the advan¬ 
tage in one respect—-its agents did not ficn.i[de to |iro- 
mise any thing luid every thing that Dost Malionw! 
desired. The servants of the British govemmeut 
were moro ecmpnlous; and, being able to promise 
nothing but that wliich it was intended to perfomt, 
they stood in a poaition vejj unfavourable to success 
as compared to that of their rivaiSii Ihe recovery 
of Pcshawur was a great object oi dtJtiire to Dost 
Mahomed. Vickovich, the Russian ugent, promised 
that his government fihonid interferCi for the pnqjose 
of gratifying him. Captain Burnes conid moke no 
such promise i and LoitI Auckland, in a letter to 
tho eliief of Kaliooly distinctly intimatoil that the 
restoration of Poshawnr w&s not to he expccteik 
This seems to have the Huishiug stroke to the 

hope of conducting the negotiation to a successful 
bknue; it was jirotracted for some time longer* but 
it was evident that nothing was to lie looked for fxnni 
its continuance, and^ fijiallj> Captain Burnes left 
the countrj- 

The infinciice of Russia had thus defeated 
British jiclicy in Affganiatan os well as in Pemia. 
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Captain Barnes ImJ, some time before Ids dciiartare, 
formed and expressed very di'cided opinions on the 
progresa of Russian influence in Aftglinnistan, and the 
consciiuent danger to the British government. On 
one occaaintJ ho addraeaed to the govemor-gcneTal 
tbo following remarks :—“ Having thus laid before 
your Undsliip these strtJiig demonstrations on tho 
]iurt of Knssia to interest herself in the aHtdrs of the 
conntry, it will not. T feel satisfied, be presump¬ 
tuous to state my moat deliberate conviction, that 
much more vigorous i^roeeedings tbnii tho govern, 
mciit might wish or contemplate arc necessary to 
wjuntemet Rusaian or IVrsian intrigne in tins (juarter 
than have becu UitUerto exhlbltml. Hy one class of 
politicians, every thing regitniing the designs of 
Russia in this quarter has been treated with disbe¬ 
lief. By another, the little which lina transpired has 
excited immediate, and. in consequence, what may 
be termed groundless alanti. For the last six nr 
seven years I Imvo had my attention directeil to 
thiJBo countriGs, and I profeea myself to be one of 
thofle who do Ijelieve that Itusaio entertains the de¬ 
sign of extending her inflaeiicD to the eastward, and 
betwe<m her dominions and India, With her com- 
meitnal operations, she has invariably spread the 
report that her designs were ulterior, and the lan¬ 
guage of her agents has lately been, that, as the 
affairs of Turkey and Persia are adjusted, she sought 
an extension of her infiuence in Toorkistau and 
K»l>ool. Such raiwrts would deserve little credcnci) 
if unsupported by fiicts; but awbtcil by them, they 
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gather liigh importauce, atiJ exhibit which, 

but for the greatest vigilauce, wight liave eluded 
notice for yearft to come. There being, therefore, 
facta before us in the transactious passing at Kaboul, 
it ftcems iuipoBsible, with any regard to our safety, to 
look on loijger in Bilencc, I f Kusaia does not etit er- 
tain iiiiiuieal feelinga directly to theBritisli in India, 
she avow's that ahe wishes for the good offices of the 
chiefB on our- frontier, and promises them her own 
iu return; ho that it is useless to conceal from uur* 
Bolves that evils must flow from such cnnupctions. 
It is, indeed, cattiiug before ns a challenge. It is a 
true masim, that prevention is hotter than enre, and 
wetiow have both in our hands. We might certainly 
wish to delay a while longer before acting; but it is 
IIgw in our power, by the extended and immediate 
oxereiBc of our already established infinence, to couu- 
Leract every ileaign iiyurious to us. * At a later 
periofi Captain Burnes wrote: With reference to 
Russia, her proceedings arc open to so much remark, 
after Count Nesselrode’s illsavowalii. that I presume 
eho must cither disavow Captain Virkovich and Mr. 
Goutt^'l' as her emisstiriesp or i*n maile rt?s)ionsih1e 
for their proceedingB. I have only again to rejicat 
my most delihcmte ctiuvictioo, founded on much 
rellection. regarding the passing events m CentmJ 
Asia, that conseguencca of the most serious nature 
must in the end flow from them, unless the Britieh 

m 

* UUct m Loid AutthiEd, 23id lJe«™bcr. 1837. 

t Another Rtuaiiiii iflent, iiiitnunentnl in effecting ih* treaty 
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goveminent applies a prompt, urtivcs and tlecided 
couiitenactioD. 1 du Dot offer these as opioioDii 
founded on the periodical puldicatioiis of all Europe 
(though tlie coincidence of i^eiitiniefit in all parties 
does not want its weight)! hut m formed on the 
geeno of their intrignea, and it is my duty, as a 
public fiervant, earoestlT to state them to mj su]ie- 
riors.” * 

The ahoTe remarks require little comment 5 but 
there are two or three passages upon which observa¬ 
tion may not he throwia away. In adverting to the 
effect of Kusainn intrigue upon two different cIa^!SleB nf 
politiciansi Captain Bnmes Bays that, upon one, “ the 
little which has transpireil has cxeit^ immediate, 
and. In consequence^ what may be termed groundless 
alitmi.” The meaning of tho writer appears to 1 )Ct 
tliot tho alarm was groundless, so far as it aSBUmed 
that tho approhcndctl danger was immediate. Tliifl 
ig perfectly true in rcspcjct of any incipient intUcatJon 
of Russian pfdicjv In the pursuit of their ambitious 
course, the rulers of Muscovy have committod few 
blunders, and rarely any resulting from imprudent 
haste^ Keasonabld Vigilance would usually have been 
suflicicDt to cotjuteract their designet but rcjuionablo 
vigilaucG has too often been wanting. Insatiable ant- 
bition is without doubt tbe leading charactenstir of 
tbe Kussian dcsfsotisrm- — an intonso hatred of freedom 
in any shape is another, scarcely inferior —n coiistant 
endeavour to win opinions and ad heron tSi by hrilies, 
bv flattery, and every other available mode, fomis a 
* loiter to W. Hr Mfttnaaghteti. E^q., antt Ajj-fii* 183^^^. 
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third; and to tlieae must be added a degree of 
wariness mrely eserctsed either in public or private 
affiiirB. Russia is patient, that she muj' be secure. 

The passage iiejct to be noticed would seem defi¬ 
cient in the gnod sense to lie expected in o person 
intrusted with sncIi important duties «fi was Caiitain 
Hunice, unless taken aft pnrelj' hypothetical, not as 
referring to a state of things which couM for n^mo- 
nieiit lie deemed to have octnal existence. “ If, 
Bays the writer, “ Rnssia does not entertain inimical 
feelings directly to the British in India, she avows 
that she wishes for the good offices ot the chiefs on 
our frontier, and promiaes them her own in returti- 
Nnw for what pnqiose, exceiit for one inimical to 
tho interests of Great Britain in India, conhl Russia 
desire the good offices of a set of harlsirous chicfe 
ruling a barren, iU-cultivnted, and uncivilized coun¬ 
try on the British frontier, and tender her own in 
return ? \\Tiat has Russia to hope or to fciu* from 
such persons, if Britain’s rich jiossessions in India bo 
put out of the question ? If a notorious robber 
found lurking about a place where great treasure is 
deiiOflitcdH, endeaTotiriiig by all the DiiMuifl m us 
iwwer to ingiatmto himself with the peHiple around 
it, and to excite their feelings against the party to 
whom the tneoaure lie longs, it would evince the pos- 
ecssiou of a most muisual mensure of charity to 
acquit him of all evil design, and to believe bis pro¬ 
testations that he had no view to the exercise of his 
vi«;ation. Wliat business had Hussiii in Alfghmi- 
istan ?—whfit was the object of her etnissarica there ? 
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Tlioso fj|iicstioiifl Tvhi^'li could DOt bo EiitisfEictorily 
uTifiWcred, ncid accordiiiffk the Rusaiau govemoiciit 
totik another eounse^ Tvhii^h imiiieiliiitcly be 

noticed. Captain Buracs observed, that Rnsj^ia 
miirtt either disavow her ends^iu-ies or be made re* 
spotuiblc for their ]>roceedings. She clicme tbe former 
coiirae—Vickovioln the agent, wlio was so active at 
Kabooh up<tn reprewntationa made from the 

British government, recalloiK Count Siintmieb, who 
liad taken the lead in directing the war against 
Herat, and had guariinieed tbe treaty for its trailafer 
to Kandahar, was recalled—or, according to the soft 
reiniering of the Rasaiaii govertiuient, hii^ period of 
service liad cxpircdT it happening most opportunely 
that when the remonstranee of Great Britain was 
received, another officer had been previously ap* 
jiointed to supersede the count—-and the t»mi>eror 
rcftiscfl to confirm the guarantee whicli bad been 
given to the treaty with Kaiidobar. Such has- ever 
been the conduct of Russia when not sufficiently 
strong to carry her purposoi* with a high hand; her 
agents are tlm>wn over, and their master, with au 
affectation of libelled iunoeence, declares that they 
have acted contrary to hb wbli^, and pours forth 
much virtuous sentiment on tli€ duties of nations 
tow^ards each other, and his own exemplary respect 
for the rights of other powms. 

The British niinister in Persia, Mr. MeJJoilhan able 
fttul indefatigable servant of tbe government which 
he served, had constantly pninted out tlie injurious 
tendency of the course lakeu by Count Simunich* 
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What Tras the coiidact of the Ruaiian minifitTy? 
They denied that Count Simon ich hiwl acted as was 
imputed, and alleged tlmt the Hritisli miniater iFas 
misled. This allegation utw refuted. Other expe- 
diorita were then reflorte<1 to and persevered in ns 
long as they vere tenable; when all resontcefl of 
this nature were exhausted, the amlifissador was with- 
dravm under arrangements pretended to have been 
jiiade Bome taonths before. The cool audacity 
nhich characterizes Ruesian diplomacy U perha])B 
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oii^ of tlic of its socces^s, 

AgeotB flomctitn&s cjccetsd their inptnictioiisj find 
Rii^bn Eigeiitfl may err m this why as ii'ell ae others, 
but itj all cases where excess occurs, it is on the side 
which the agents believe will ho agreeable to tlieir 
employers. The nature of tho instmetaons given, if 
not their precise extent and limitations, may always 
be inferred from the conduct of tlio&e who liave re¬ 
ceived them. But further.—bstructiona. espMjially 
such as are dictated from St. Petershurgb, arc often 
meant to convey more than meets the eye of an 
ordinary reader. When produced, they may n]>pcar 
harmless, though designeil to be for otherwise, or 
they luaT W iliustrated by hints and intimations 
which never sec the Ught. The reputation of 
Russia wannntB the indulgence of eve^ surmise 
that fallfl within the range of powstbility in explain¬ 
ing the conduct of its diplomatteta—excepting, 
indeful, one too extravagant for belief—that of ifo 
having acted in good faith. In the precewrmgs of 
Count Sinionicb there is one proof tliat what he did 
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was with the approbation of his govemment, whitih 
ifl too striking to be overlookoel. He not only gave 
counsel ttj Persia, but bo oilvanceJ money, and it is 
to be presumed that neither his porHonal Ioto of 
Persia nor his personal hatred of England was 
strong enough to induce him to disburse his owii 
funds for the purpose of assisting one and injuring 
the other. The money, it cannot be doubted, was 
that of his master the Emperor; and though, as 
events turned out, it was not spent judiciously, it 
must bo believed to have been spent in aceortlance 
with the positive instructions or uuderatood wishes 
of him to whom it belonged. 

The Russian goveriiraent, in accordEmce with its 
usual jHtlicy, was feeling its way to the fhintier of 
British India- Its ministers knew full well that 
time, and much time, was necessary to enahle them 
to pass or even to apjjroajch it; but the object was 
to be kept steadily in view as one of which the 
realisation, though distant, was to be looked for with 
confidence. To this object all their meaBures with 
regard to the intervening countries wore directed. 
There were not wanting those who affected to doubt 
yf it, — perhaps there were nut wanting some who 
actually entorUuned the doubt, for tlie will, os all 
experience shews, has a powerful influence upon 
the belief. But the views of Rusaie were scarcely 
concenlod, for Count Simonich talked publicly of 
the probable cflect in India of tlie news of the cap¬ 
ture tif Herat, and avowed his opinion that it could 
not fail to cause disturbances among the Maho- 
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motaoH nf that country * Such diflconrses were 
addressed to Persian ciirsj atul intended to [jrotlucc 
jmpresfliong calculated to advance the interesta of 
Russia. The reimtation of good fortune is jiowerful 
everywhere, but jieculiarly powerful in the East- 
At tliis time the interests of Russia appeared to be 
advancing and those of Groat Britain to be ou the 
decline, and though the impreBsion that such was 
the fact received occasionally some slight cheek, the 
geneTO.1 current of events wa^ calculated to en¬ 
courage it. This wss circtunstajilially i>ointet1 out by 
Mr. McNeill, Adverting to the proceedings of the 
Russian agent Vickovieh to the eastward of Persia, 
he says, “ The iio]iG of receiving the submission of 
all Aifglinnistan will ho a very strong inducement 
to the Shuh to perst^vere ill the enterprise in vvhich 
he is eiifiiiged,t At the same time it uiay be feared 
tliat the disappointment which the Hcmt govern¬ 
ment Tnuflt experience on learning tliat Kabool and 
Kaiiilalinr are to all ajipeaiance combined with 
Pereia ami Russia against it, and that even an un- 
Buccesaful assault has not foreod tlie Shah to raise 
the siege, may depress the spirit of the gallant de- 
femlera of Herat, and lead them tosuhnut to Pen»i<^ 
That submission would now certainly he followed, if 
it has not been preceded, by the suhmisaion of l*oth 
Kalxiol and Kamlalinr. Os the other haml, the 
arrival of even the small force which has nc’cupicd 

• utter of Mr, McNeai to Lwn) Paliiicraton, 1837. Ow- 
respcmdiaKC laid before P^muent. 

t The liitgc of Hermt. 
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Karmck has cjauBed a great seiiBntion nil over Persia, 
The intelligence of that event must already Uiive 
nrrived in camji, direct from Shiraz^ and the loss 
sustflinwl hj' the Persian oroiT in the oEsault, espe¬ 
cially the loss of its moat efficient and bravest 
c){fi(*era, tnftv, perhspa, prepare the Shah to at¬ 
tend to what Colonel Stoddart is inatrectotl to 
state to him ; bnt I am not sanguine in hoping for 
this result; tho failure of the miBsions from the 
Indian government to Kabool and Kartdnhar, and 
the success of the [tussian negotiations with the 
chiefs on «ur very frontier, must pve the Shah a 
more exalted opinion than even lie has hitherto 
enteitaiued of the suiterior power of Jlti&sia as com¬ 
pared with that of England, He sees an imkiiowu 
captain of Cossacks from the banks of the Volga 
or the Elba ride up to Katxiol \rithout pojiip or 
retinue, and he sees him apparently driving out of 
A%hani£tan the agent of tho governor-general of 
India, and that agent Captain Burnea, who enjoys a 
reputation as high and as extensive os any officer 
who could have been employed upon that tiuty, * 
Shortly afterwards Mr. McNeill expressed himself 
thus: — “ At this moment the united influence of 
Persia and Russia would appear to he established in 
all the Aflghan dominions with the single exception 
of Herat; and the existence of that influence in 
those countries, viewcil in conjunctiDH with the 
course which these powera have recently been pur- 

• Letter from Mr. McNiaU to Lord Palmcni™. !H« Joly* 

1 AZ& €aiinapoii(kiijci}. 
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sninj^ and the measnied that have reraUed firom 
their joint diplomatic exertions, is so obviously in- ■ - 

compatible with the tnuitiuillity of India, mid oven 
with its seputity, that no moaaures can lie more 
unequivocally meusurcB of Belf-defoiice than those 
which tlie British govorament is called uiKin to 
adopt, for the purpose of counteracting the evila 
with which India is threatened. Peram has no pro- 
vocatiem to complain of. The course pursm^d by the 
British government towards this government has 
been one of unifomi frieiulBhip and forljearanca i and 
it apjieaia to me tliat it would be an inefficient ns 
well aa a hazardous and costly line of policy to adopt, 
were the British government any longer to permit 
Persia, under tho shelter of her treaty with England, 
to open the way to India for another nnd far more 
formidable power.”* 

To check the approach of that “ more formidable 
power" the British government sought to mtablish 
such relations with the ruling powem at Kabool and 
Katidaliar should be sufficient for the pniqinsct 
but the attempt failcd^the “captain of Co^ticks 
was too strong for the English functionarj^ with 
whom he was bmngbt in op[Hwition. and Russian 
influence was obviously predominant in those stntrt 
flfl weU as in Persia. The question, then, to lie 
decided was, shall tboso countries be calmly given 
up to tho em'mieft of England, or sliall some other 
menus of establishing British influence in them bo 
V Umr ftom Mr. McNrDl to W ird August, 

103S. —CflTrtspcaniM"- 
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resorted to? The gnverninent of India determined 
on the latter coarse and W) the moat obvious 
method of promoting" the end id view, reBolved to 
lend to the expelled Airghan prince, Sboojah-ool- 
Moolk, its aid in another attempt to regain Inn 
throne. In Judging of this most important measure, 
ns of nil of similar chameter, two questions occur 
— ^woa it just ?—and Lf just, was it expedient! 

The tenure of sovereign power in the East is for 
the most part so fragile and insecure, that far less 
attention is due to hercditiiry right than might 
properly he required in Europe. Usurpation is so 
common, and moots sticli ready acquiescence, that the 
possession of actual Bovereignty is generally regarded 
IIS a sufllciciit title, if the person in poBHcs&ion bo 
strong enough to maintaiu it by the only concluaivo 
argument — that of the sword. The family of Futteh 
Khan, who had usurped the sovereignty of the greater 
part of AftglmniBtan, hail no very respectable title 
to boast; ncitlier could thoir thrones be regarded 
as possessing any unusual degree of stability. Yet 
they w'ere treated by the British Indian govern¬ 
ment as the rulers of the country wliich they had 
appivipriated t and as the English wero not Lomid, 
like knights of old, to enter the lists of mortal com¬ 
bat hi defence of all who had lieen depriveil of 
their rights, they were Justified in rocognbiing the 
authorities (such as they were) which were found in 
existence without any very nice inqiiiiy as to their 
origin. They did thus recognize them, and sought 
to establish rvlations of friondidiip and alliance. 
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Tlieir ovortiirea boiiig ipjectcd, there no nhlign- 
lion tn continue to [imfeeB reiqiect for n very bad 
title, or to ftbfltam from aiding any one who had a 
better in socking to give it efTect. Shoojab-ool- 
Moolk liP/T »» better title, for he Wiia q member of 
the family formerly ruling in A (rghaiiistan, and re¬ 
cently expelled by a violent revolution. No one 
ran say iliat he had not a right to enforce his claim; 
and if this 1» so, those who aideil him could not be 
wrong unless they were involved in some special 
oldigution, wbieb prcclnded them from lawfully 
aifording him assistance. The English were under 
no such obligation, for the reigning chiefs of Knbool 
and Kandahar, when the op|tortnnity otlered. had 
declined to bring them within the operation of any. 
It cannot be urged that the British goTemment in 
India is pn'clnded fr^mi interfering in dispute re¬ 
lating to tlie possession of Hovercign authority in 
other countries, for it is certtun tliat the goveni- 
raents of Europe do interfere on such subjects, and 
that in our own timi?fl many instances of such inter¬ 
ference have occurred. Fervently is it hope<l that 
in all cases wliere interference takes place those 
who exercise it have due reguni to the question of 
right; but it cannot be suppsed that m any case 
they altogether overlook their own interest in the 
Buccesa of the cause which tliey espuso; and it \A 
not too much to believe that a regard to this w 
generally the chief motive for interfering. Tlie 
British government thought it for their iiitorcst to 
interfere in the aflaim of Adglianistan for the supprt 
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of Sbwijah-ool-Moolk ; but it muat not bo cli!*piUed 
that bJa ckiui to the tlirooe wos not itulisputable. 
Mabmooi], who like himself bad boon expelled, 
Was his elder brother; bo left n eon, who was 
reigniiiff at Herat, and as Mahmood b::d Ijoen in 
acto"! possession of the thrdJie, the title of his son 
iHi was valid. As against Kamraiii, therefore, 
the title of Sbocyah was not unnssajlable; but in 
states w'hich would feel it derogatory to be compared 
witb tlio wild and lawless triltes of AtTglmuistan, 
such occuirences as the preference of a younger to 
an elder branch of the royal house occnsinttally take 
place. In France, a prince who Ims been thus pre¬ 
ferred sits calmly on the throne, and is acknowledged 
Ijy every state in Europe os the lawful nmnarch of 
the country over which he bears rale. In Russia, 
too> wbicb pretends to bo a civilked state, the 
ordinary rule of succession woe departed fram when 
its lost emperar Alexander perished childless. The 
brother next in age was summarily sot a«ide (for 
every thing is summary in Russia, even the deaths 
of its sovereigns), and a younger brother siilistitiited. 
Ae the title of Louis Philippe was good against all 
but the elder branch of his house—as the title of 
Nicholaa was good againat all but Constantine, M 
was that of SIioojah-ool-Moolk against every one 
but Kamram, and the British government were not 
colled upon to support a prince who sufTered his 
claim to slumber, and appeared to acquiesce in the 
diminution to which his domimons had Iwcn sub- 
jected. If character were admitted Aa an element 
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of clioice, that of Kammm, it maT bo observed, was 
by DO DioiiDE cftlculatod to attract. But whetbor or 
Dot tbe claim of Slioojah 'ft'as ralid against Kamnim, 
was Dot tbe questioD to be settled—31 was good 
against tho adventnrera wbo bad possessed them- 
Reives of tho larger port of Aftghanistam and that 
vroa enongb. 

There was no injustice, then, in dispossessing the 
usurping rulers of AUganiatan in favour of amomber 
of the House which they had stipplauted. Tlic 
Dridsh govemraent was not indeed bound to dis¬ 
possess them, but neither was it bound to abstain 
from aiding any attempt for tiiat purpose made by 
a party armed with a better title; but there is yet 
n question whether esisthig rclationn with other 
countries did not reatmin them. The only country 
with regard to which this can be pretend^ was 
Fereia, and the only article in the treaty with that 
country on which ariy such pretence con be founded, 
is tlrnt wluch pmvidwl that, iu ca^ of war between 
the Affgiians and Feisiaiw, the English govom- 
ment diould not interfere with either prty, unlc» 
its metliation to cffecl a peace should l»e aoUcited 
by both. The invasion of Affghanistaii in favour 
of Shah Shoojidi baa been Beriously chargetl as a 
breach r^fthis article; bnt if the circumstances ex- 
jHting when tile treaty was concluded be considered 
together with thoHC which prevailed when the 
alleged breach of it took place, it will l« fa-en that 
the cliarge cannot be maintained. When the article 
was drawn, A%hiini«tiin was one sUte. under tlie 
voi,. VI. ^ 
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gntflTtinient of Shonjah-ool-Moork* It wns now 
divided into A nunilMJr of ecjinrato stator, there being 
one goverament at Herat, nfiotlicr at Kandobar, a 
third at Kaljoid, and there Imd been a fourth at 
Peshawnr, Now, how shall an article drawn with 
reference to the former state of Affghanistan be aji- 
plicd to a state so dilfereiit as that subsequently 
prevailingT I’eraa was at war with Herat; but 
Herat waa not the whole of Affghanlstnn, The 
rulere of Kabool and Kandahar were not at war with 
Persia, hut were reaily, if fiiifricieutly hrilred, to co¬ 
operate with her aiid Russia against Herat and the 
British nation. Further, the restriction from inter¬ 
ference ponld not extcivJ beyond that to which it 
was limited. The Persians not being at war with 
Kandahar or Kahonl, the Dritbli government were 
not restrainoil frcjin interfering with tliose stated- B*‘t 
there was another article in tlie treaty which deserves 
to be adverted to. If the English Arere at war with 
the Afljthans, the same general term being used, his 
Persian Majesty wa« Ijound to send an army against 
the latter “in sncli force and manner ns might be con¬ 
certed w'ith tlie English govomment,” by wliom the 
army wf(fl to ho t>aid. If the PerBian monarch had 
been called upon to fulfil this condition by marching 
an army against Kandahar and Kabool, would behave 
complied? He might have allegfHl, indeed, that the 
state of things was altogether altered since the con¬ 
ch i si on of the treaty, and that the article referred to 
was no longer applicable. This would have l«!eii 
true; but if tme against the English, it was not less 
true against the PcwiaiiB. There was one part of the 
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troutyi of tho brSiitb of whicli by Pcnsia tlitf English 
might justly complaint it wfis tbc followingt 
“ Sboubl any of the Eiiro(i«i.Q powers wish to invade 
India by the rond of Kbarisin, Tartaristan, Bokhara. 
Snmarcand, or other routes, his Persian llajesty eU' 
gagi-s to induce the kings and governors of tliose coun¬ 
tries to oppose such invasion as much as is in hia 
power, cither by the fear of his amis or by cvioeiliatory 
meatmres.’" The remarkable terms cmployeil in tliis 
article cannot eacaise oljservntioii. Persia was not 
merely to resist any actual iittcinpt to invade India, 
bnt WiiS to discourage to the exteut of her power 
even the wish. The Sovereign of Pewis and his 
ministers knew full well what waa “ the wish” of 
Uussia—they knew to what object Russian counsclfL 
wore directewl, and whitber tbey were tending; yd 
they resisted tliern not, but gave to thutn all encou¬ 
ragement. So hostile, indeed, bad been tlie deport¬ 
ment even of Persia itself, that the British govem- 
meot had been compelled to employ force in defence 
of its interests and honour, and in protection of the 
officers which it employed- Persia 
land, an honest and friendly power, and taken refuge 
with tho jtower which sought but to oppress aiid 
enslave her—to omploy her as an instmnient for its 
own pnrjMJscs, and when they were answered, to dmw 
her within tho baleful girdle which encompasses the 
dominions of the Caar. 

Persia indeed has sometimes claimeil supremacy 
over the whole of Affghanistan. but the claim is 
ridiculous; and it is altogether untenable with re- 
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fercnoe to the treaty with Englanil wliieh reoog- 
Bisfes tlie Afighans as a eepaiate nation, with whom 
the PeTBiftua might be at war, not as de|«Mideats 
whose rcffiistancc would be rebellion. 

The question of breach of treaty in its moml 
bearing was ably discussed by Mr. ^tc^^eill in one 
of liifl official communications tn the Secretary of 
State for the Foreign Dqmrtnjent. Adverting to 
the treaty between IVrsia and Kandiihar, then in 
process of negotiation, and to the possible fall of 
Herat, be says, ** 1 therefore continue to be of opi¬ 
nion timt the fell of Herat wnwld destroy our posi¬ 
tion tn Aftiflianistaiu and [dace all or nearly all, that 
country under the influoiico or authority of Russia 
and Veraia. 1 need not repeat to your lordship my 
opinion as to the effect whicti such a state of things 
would necessarily have on the internal tranquillity 
and eecnrity of British India; and I cannot con- 
ceivo that any Ir^ty can hind ns to permit the 
prosecation of schemes which threaten the stability 
of the British enipiru in the East. The evidence 
ftf concert between Persia and Russia fi>r jiurfso^^es 
iiijuriotw to British interests is ntioquivocal, and 
the magnitude of the evil with which we are threat¬ 
ened ia, in my estimation, immense, and sneh as 
no power in alliance with Great Britain can hnvo a 
right to aid tu producing. Our oonncction 'vith 
Pewia has for its real and avowed original object 
to give additional security to Indio, and it has lieeii 
miuntaiiied for the purpi»se of protecting ns against 
designs of the only jmwer which threatened tu dis- 
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lurb iia in that qaaiter; but if tLu proceoditigs of 
PcrBift m csoiicott with that veiy power are directed 
tu (he destnictiou of tin? Bocuritj anil iramiuiUitj' 
wbicb it was the sole object of the tUlianoe with 
Persia to tunJataiiit ami if they obviously tend to 
[iremote and fiiciUtftte the designs which the alliaiice 
was intended to couuteract, I confess I cannot be¬ 
lieve tbiit we am still bound to act ii[i to the letter 
of a treaty, the ejuritof wbidi has been so fiiigrautly 
violntod."* 

It may lie granted that the British govemmicnt 
had a right to supjjort the claims of Shah Shoojali 
to the tlirone f*f AAghanistnn, hut tho question 
whether it were ytieo or priuleiit to exorcise the 
right roiiiairia. Into this quoation, however, it ta 
not proiioaed here to enter at length. It may be 
more fitly dotenniued after pursuing tUo progress 
of events. It may be observed, however, that the 
genenJ tenor of the infomiEtion received by Lord 
Aucklaiii] led to the conclusion that the power 
of Dost Mahomed Khan rested on very insecure 
foundations; that his capital hud been the scat of 
broils and coiuniotiona; that his brothers wore pro- 
pared to combine for the overthrow of his authority, 
and that tho reports afloat of his [lopularity as well 
as of tho eflicieucy of his army were greatly exag- 
genited. In regard to the probability of Shall 
ShoqiaU's success, the govemor-geueral was imder 
the belief that bis failure was lamented by the Afl- 

• from Mr. MeN.UJ to Lo«l Pilmcrston, Ilth April. 

i Coflf respoiidcihcc. 


CHAt>. 

XX3L 


MISTtiBV OF THE 


CllAF. 

XXX. 


ir»f) 

plisin peot>le, and that a strong feeling in his ftiTour 
existed among nil cliwses. " Tlie Britifili goTem- 
meiit,” said on© uf those on whose inforinntinn that 
government ncted,* “ could employ interferenee 
iritlmut ofFcmIing Imlf-a-dosEen jiidividnalg. Shah 
Shoojah under thdr auspieea would not even en¬ 
counter opposition t and the Ameer,f and liis friends, 
if he I lave any, must yield to his lErtiis or lieeome 
fiigitivee" Another presumed recommendation of 
Sliah Shoojah was tliis^pointed nut hy the same 
authority. " No slight advantage, were Shah Shoo¬ 
jah at the head of government hcre,ii would hOi 
that from his residence among EurDpenns he wouh! 
view their intereouiso in tbese ttountricfl without 
Jealonsy, which eniinot lie expected from tUe pre¬ 
sent rulers but after a long pcricnl and until better 
iicquaintaijee may reroovo their distrust.” Further, 
it was stated that the numbers of the Barakzees— 
ihc tribe to wbieli the rulers of Knbool and KaJt- 
dnhar belougcil—had been much overrated, and that 
the rest of the Dooitinecs would be indignant at 
seeing the power of the British goTerrment exerted 
to esiahlish the eupreme eoiitrol of the BamhaceH 
over the whole country: that such an act w-onld 
Iw to injure the reputation of the British govern¬ 
ment am ring a ]>eoplc tenacious of indt‘]pendence, 

* Mr, nBritwIi Eubject and a descTtcr fj™ in »«- 

tice, who but paateri inticli time hi AffpliMiiitM, erd was 
tu be well acquointeU nol only wili the wUQtry. but with tbe 
linbltB nod iq-tlinltlicjll of ttic pctiplc. 
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nnd jet alive te the preaervatlon of heraJitarj 
honours anil ancient institutions. Another jioiut^ 
aufffiested hy a distinguished servant of the British 
govcninient. Captain Wade, and which indiiod was 
too obvious to escape notice, was u consideration of 
the tIows of an ally, ttunjeet Singh ; Captain Wade 
siiidj " Considering tlic feelings of hostility with 
wliich the Maharajah views Dost Mahom&l, and 
that he is now scnrcely restrained from prosecuting 
tlip war against the Ameer, his highness will not, 
in nij opinion, he persuaded to abandon Ins hostile 
designs on Kahool without desiring to obtain tcrnis 
of submission from its chief, to wych the British 
goYemmont would not wish to become a party. 
Fn>m these and other motives, Uunjeet Singh would 
Ik* brought wdth ilifficulty, 1 think, to acknowledge 
the elevatitm of J.)ost Mahomed Khan to the sovo- 
reignty of the Affghana; while, should the consulida- 
tion of that people become a mcawiro of inclisi»eii- 
sable uccessitv to the estahlisliiucnt of sccuntj on 
the frontier of the Indus, the elevation of Sliah 
Shoojuh would only be in fulfilment of the coi^ 
[>act which was formerly made with him and would 

exact no new* coneesBions, * 

Tlie pnidentkl part of tho queation ^ 

b™Bv,tatol .» roll<..,:-lh3 Mtempt to«t,.bl.»h 
fricnjlv rekliom '•■iti' Muhomcl Kliaii, tbe 
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aettuil ruler of this chief Ptato of Affghunieten. had 
failed- The expelled ipfince wiw ready to enter itito 
teroiB of ailiftiico with the British goveratnent. and 
it was said, whether acenrately or not, that in addi- 
tion to the sanction of a better title than his rival 
posaested, ho had also the recommendation of a 
greater degree of popularity. Ikssides this, if Shah 
Shonjah wero reatored to the throne, the clninis of 
Runjeet Singh to a pnrt of Alfglianistnn would forni 
no bar to accomojodation. VV ere Dost Mahomed to 
bo umlntaiQed hy the British government, tho arbi- 
tration of his difltreiicefi with Hunjeet Singh would 
bo difficult,—indeed, to all aiiiioamnce, impoeeible. 
On tJiese grcmnclB tho government acted. 

To facilitate tho objects of the meditated expc*ll* 
tion, a tripartite treaty was coucluded, tlie jnirties 
thereto being the British govcniment of Indio, the 
head of tile Beik state, Runjeet Singh, iind tho prince, 
who was once more, under the auspices of the great 
Eart)pcan iiower of Asia, about to attempt the con¬ 
quest of his lost dominious, the Shah Shoojah. This 
treaty was partially the same with one coocluded 
several yearn before," between Hunjeet Singh and 
ShoojalMiol-Moolk. the execution of the proviiiioiifl 
of which had been Buspeiided, « for certain rcaeons^ 
os was delicately, though Munowhat indetinitely, mri- 
mated in tlie preamble of the new treaty. To notita 
the chief stipulationu uf this treaty will be sufficient* 
One of the most important parts iif it was a dis¬ 
claimer, by Shah Slioojuh, on behalf of himeelf, his 
heirs, and successors, of the territories on either 
• tn IS34 
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bank of the river Inilus, then poaaeefwd by Hunjeci 
Singh. These, including PushanTir and ita depeuden- 
cii? 9 , vvero “ coBSidered to be the property and to 
form the «?fttato of the Malianijisl •" the Shah ao- 
leninlv declared, that ho neither liud. nor would 
have,‘any eoricem with them;" but that they be¬ 
longed “ to the Malmniiah and hia posterity from 

gcuemtion to geueration." 

The prejudices of the Seiks were propitiated tiy a 
Btipnlalion, to the effect that, when the aniiit» of 
the t«o Btatea (Affghaiiistan and Laliorw) &liould bo 
aesembled at the same place, the slaughter uf kmo 
.bould not be permitted. The treaU' cotUamed 
some commercial provisions, some stipnlationa as to 
presents and points of ceremony, nt lien? relating In 
the assistance to Ije aftorded by the allies to e 
ether, to the payment of subsidies in eonflderaUoii 
of wilitaiy aid, and to the division of Wty. Sim i 
ShoDjah renounced all claims, territonal and pecu- 
niary. upon Sinde. on cmulition of reedving a si,m 
to 1 » determined under the mediation of the British 
goveniment; hn bound himself to abstain from 
lusting his nephew, the niler of Herat, i> ^ r|^ 
from entering into negotiations vntb od) 
state without tho knowledge and consent o 
British and Seik govemmente, and to J 

force of arms, to tho utmost of his atnllty any jw 
hadiig a desire to mvadn either the ^ 
British dominions. This tmaty wua signed at Lahore, 

on the 2 (jth June, 183 B. . 

To place one of tbo parties to the treaty in tho 
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position Co which he ftsplred^ nnd to which liifl riffht 
was recognizwl by the other parties, was a task yet 
to be performed. The militaiy prepamtioiiB conse¬ 
quent on the diploiimtic amingcnienta cnncludcd 
by the three powers were on a scale comroeu- 
Bumto Tvith the magnitodc of tlie objects in view. 
Bengal and [binibav were each to furnish a portion 
of the British force, and tho command of the whole 
was to lie intrusted to Sir Henry I'ane, coinniander- 
in-chief in India. From Bengal were proTided tw» 
troojis of horse and three companies of foot artillery, 
the wliole under the connnand of Brigadier Gmliata. 
The Bengal cavalry brigade, under Brigadier Arnold, 
was formed of the Iflth lancers and tho 2nd ami 3rd 
liglit cavalry. One diviHion of infantry, coniprc- 
iiending three brigades (1st, 2nd, and 3rd), were 
commanded by Sir Willougliby Cotton; another, 
consisting of two brigades (4th and Sth), by Major- 
General Duncan. Tho first hrigaiie was conipused 
of her MaJt?Bty*s 13tli light infaiitjy and of the lOth 
and 48th native infantry; it was under Brigadier 
Sale. Tile second brigade, commanded by Major- 
General Nntt, contained the 2ud, 31st, 42nd, and 
43rd regiments of native infimtry. The third, under 
Brigadier Dennis, compreliended the Buffs and tho 
2nd and 27tli native infantry, Tlie fourth brigade, 
comiKiHcd of the Bengal European regiment and the 
3 ^th and 37th native infantry, wjis placed under 
Brigadier IlobeitB; and the fiftli, comprising the 5tli, 
28th, and B3rd regiments of native infantry, under 
Brigadier Worslcy, An engineer department, under 
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Ca]»tftin George Thomsom proTiJed, together c^a^P- 
with two oi>mpttTiTes of 6api>ers and minois, native 
floklieis, with Eiiiopeaii non-commisgionetl offieert. 

The equipment of this force was completod hy n 
siege train of four 18-pounflers, two S-inch and two 
51 -inch murtaTS, with two spare liowithers, one a 24. 


the other a 12-pooiider. 

The Bonilmv force under Sir John Keane, the 
conimatider-in^liief at that presidency, consisted of 
two troops of horae. and two companies of f.mt 
artillery under Brigadier Stepheason; a brigade of 
cavalrT. composed of two squadrons of her Majesty 8 
4th light dragoons and 1st Bombay light cavaliy. 
niider Brigadier SenW ; imd a Imdy of mfai,try,»n- 
,isting of her Majesty’s 2nd and 17th, and of the 
1st 5th. 10th, and 23nl native regimentfl, under the 
command of Major-General Willshixc. The P^na 
Huxiliaiy horse were to accompany this force, w uc^ 
also brought into the field an engincor department, 
a detachment of eapimis and miners, and a siege 
train consisting of two l8-poundem and four 

<3-T»fvnridcrs* i. 

L.W h.. iw fclion,. .mJ ». I.»= %■ 
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wjifl to be reganlcNl aa the chifif instruinciit by which 
he Vt^ to regain [K^Sisies^ion of lii& domimoiis* Tli^s 
Shah a fttniy coHateted of a troop of native horse 
artilloTji^ two rogimeiitfl of cavalry^ and five of 
in fan try. Major-Genoral Simpefoi, of tho Bengal 
artny, wa^i appoiuted to the cortimand of this force, 
for which a staif ainl cuinmiaiiariat v^ere duly orgii- 
iiizcd, a military chest cstabliskedT and BatisfuctoriJy 
provided- 

The whole of the above force was to advance by 
Kamlaliar on KabooL Anothor force, a^^cinhled in 
Peshawnr, was to advance on Kubool byway of the 
Khjber Pass, This was called the Shazaila's anny, 
Timur^ the ma of Siioojalu having the nominal com¬ 
mand- It consisted of at>out 4,8(10 men, artillery, 
infantry, and CTtvalry, obtaiiie<l frmii various soiireea 
— ^liritish sepoys nnd adventurers raised for the 
occasion partly regular, partly irregular, and amied 
with almost every conceivable variety of offensive 
and dcfeiisive weapon—swonl, sliield, matchlock, 
muskot, and rifle* With this force acted the Seik 
contiiigejit of 6,000 meiij under General Ventimu* 
The whole of this combined forCM^ wiie utider the 
commund of Colonel Wado. Another Seik force, 
under one of Kniijcct's native officers, was posted on 
tho frontier of I'eshaivur, as an army of obfferv* 
ation^ 

The views of the British geTOmtnent were 
s^^lemnly eminciated in a pMXrlamation issued by the 
governor-general from Simla, under ilatc of tlie tst 
• OiKt of lUu^ccL Sio^b’t Frcarii 
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Octolior. This papflr conimencefl with n dc*lnratiDii 
that hifi lottlship having, with the concurrence nf ^ 
tlie Eijproine conneili directed the o^emhlnge of n 
British force for service across tlie Indue, he deemed 
it jtrnper to publish au exposition of tJie reasons 
which had led to the measure, lib lofdslui>, ae- 
cordinglv, proeeedeil to advert to various eveuta 
which had produced this step;—to the treaties 
entered into by the British govemtiient with the 
Ameers of Sinde, the Nawaubof Bhawlpore and the 
Maharajidi Rnnjeet Singh, mtli a view to opening 
the navipatiou of the Indus; to the conimercml 
mission of Captain Burncs to Kabool; to the dis¬ 
putes l>etvt'ecn Dost Mahonicd Kijan and lluujcct 
Singh, and the offer of British mediation; to the 
attack of the Bersinns upon Herat, and to the in- 
trignes to eitond to the lienks ot the Indns, and 
even beyond it, the influence of Persia (for riie 
jiroclaiiutiion was silent as to the arm hy which 
l»ersia was propelled); to the uneucccesful termina- 
titm of Captain Buincs’a mission, tho proferenco 
shewn by Dost Mahomed Khan to a Pemhin over a 
Ikitish aliinnce, and his hostile feelings towartls the 
.Vnglo-Indian government; to the affomt f»ffcred by 
the court of Portia to the British minister, and to 
tho results which had followed; to the ill-feerings 
manifested bv the chiefs of Kaudahar towaivls the 
British government, and to tlm assistance which 
they had extended to P.'rtia in the opemtions 
agaitmt Herat. In the criBis which hml ansen, it 
was mldcd. that the govemor-geueral hmi felt the 
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jmportanfie of taklnj^ irnmeiliatt^ lueaBorefl forikrreBL- 
inj:; tlie rapid jirogrnssB nf foreign intrigue atid ag¬ 
gression towards the territories under his adminis¬ 
tration ; and this led to the introduction of the name 
of Shall Shoojah, ns “ a monarch who, when in power, 
had cordially accedoii to the tiieasures of united re¬ 
sistance to external enmity, which were at that time 
judged neccBsaiy by the Itritiah goToriinietit; aiul 
who, on his emjiire being usurped by its present 
rulers, had found an honoiirable asyluni in the 
British dominions.” The disunion prevailing among 
the Barakzeo chiefs* was noticed, as well as their 
alleged unpopularity and their cotweiiueut unfitness 
to become useful allies to the British government, 
ffot withstanding this, it was pointCfl out that so long 
nit they reftnined from proceedings injurious to its 
security, their authority w'as acknowledged luid re¬ 
spected; but, it was observed, ttmt a diRerent 
[Kilicy was now more than justified by the conduct 
of those chiefs, and was indeetl inniispensablo to 
the safety of the British dominions. ^ The welfare 
of our pnasesHions in the East,” cuiitmued the 
governor-general, “ requires that we should have 
on our western frontier an ally wlio is inter¬ 
ested in resisting aggression and establishing traii- 
fjnillity, in the place of chiefs ranging tliemselves 
in subservience to a hostile fwwer, and seeking to 
promote schemes of conquest aud aggrandizement," 
From these premises it w'ss inferred to bo just, 
politic, and necessary, on the part of the British 

• T>oat Mahomed Khm Wid hii brvthtiw- 
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government, to eaimnao the canao of Stiali Slioojali, 
** whose popularit?,*' nioreo ver, “ tlimugliout AH- 
gbanistan" was stato<l to have “ been provwl to*' tlie 
governor-general “by tbo strong and ujuuiliiioiiB 
testimony of the best authorities.” Tiie negotiation 
with Ronjeet Singli, the conelusioii of the tripartite 
treaty, and the effects of that treaty, were then no- 
tic*?il. “Various points," it was declared, “have 
liCMNi ai^ustcd which had been the subjects of dis- 
cussirm between tiio lirltisli government and hb 
highness the Mahanyah (Itunjeet Singh}; llm iden¬ 
tity of whose interests with tbofla of the Ilunour- 
able Giimpany has now been made apimrent to all 
tlie Burpoaiidiiig states. A giianinteed independence 
will upon favourable conditions be tendered to the 
Ameers of Sinde, mid the integrity of Herat in 
the possession of its present ruler will i*e fully re¬ 
spected ; while by the inemmroB completed, or in 
progress, it may reisoiiably be hoped that the general 
freedom and security of conniicrce will be promoted ; 
that the name and just influence of the British 
government will gain their proper footing among 
the nations of central Asia; that tranquillity will lie 
established u[ion the moat important fiontier of 
India, and that a lasting liarrier will bc^ raised 
against hostile intrigue and encniachiucnt.'’ The 
means by which tliese objects were to be achieved 
were then propounded. The relative positions osten¬ 
sibly assigned to the raw kvit'S of Shoh Skwiah. 
and the fine army by which they were to be nccom- 
panied, have been already intimated ; the passage ui 
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which they wei^ detemiinod ttm thii?: His Majcstj 
Sljtth ShMj!ih-OtfjhMcM>[k Tvill enter Affglmnt^tan 
snrromided hy his own troops, and will be suppurted 
agujiiflt. foreign interference and factions* opposition 
hy a British atnij. The govemor-genend confidontly 
hopefl that the Shah will be apeedily rcpluced on 
IiIb throne by Iiie own sahjects an d nd be rents; and 
when once he ^all i>e saettred in powoii and the 
independence anti integrity of Afljffhanist4m estab- 
iishedf the British army will he withdrawn^^ The 
dchclamtiori coneUided with earnest profeaaions of 
moderation itnd liljernlityj ami of the desire of the 
British govemmunt to promote the welfare of 
Atlghanistan nnd of iva people withont exception. 
Contemporaneously with the ismie of this declara¬ 
tion^ Mr- WillLam Huy M*Naghten was appointed 
envoy imd Tuini^ter on the part of the govenimont 
of India at the court of SlioqjahHJol-Moolk; and 
politica] appointments umler Mr* M^Nagliten were 
bestowed wpou Captain Burnes, Lieuterkant D* E* 
Todd, Lieutenant E. Pottiisger, Lieuteruuit B. 
Lcecli, and Mr. P. B. Lord, a medical officer. 

The force dcstiiiod to reseat Shah Shonjah on Id^ 
throne—or, according to the official version of its 
duties, to aid the Shah^R troojts in eflbcting that 
object- — 'Was to be called “the army of the Indus- * 
By the end of Noyemberp the whole of the iJengal 
division wofl encanijied in the iteighlxmrhfwd of Fe- 
ro3M?pore j and here a series of interviews took place 

* IThTi df!fiig;imHqn bis not unjuilly been iftM to be rutbcr fc 
I& Noixileoa.'* 
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tjtitween tbe gnTemor'^praeml and the ** Lien of 
the Punjah,” Runjeet Singh * MatUfra, hovreTcr, of 
more importance than processions, exlnbitiona of 
dancing-girSa, or even show-inspections of troops, 
occupied some portion of the time and thoughts of 
the govemor-genertil and the coniniander-in~cbicf. 
Tile Persians had raised the siege of Ilerat, and the 
intelligence of this fact led to a change in the 
amount of preparation for invading Affghanistim 
from the eastward. Less strength than liad been 
osidgned for the object w'as now deemed Biiffieient, 
and orders were issued directing that a part only 
of the force ospcmbled at Fercraepore should go 
forward—that part to coneifit of the cavalry, one 
troop rtf horae artilleiy, one battery of ninc- 
pounders, and the artillery of the [lork; the sap¬ 
pers and minetw, and three brigades of infantry. 
Tim remainder of the troops were to await fur- 
ther orders at I'erozepore. The selection of the 

• ThcM mcetine? were marfetd by s gTMt dioplsy of msgni- 
Gcence on hath *idw. A veiy pictureflqrte acwwil «f tbern wiU 
be fownd In the jftialie Jowntal for Mnreb, ifl39. Rmijeet SinBli 
Bceins to hntis indulged on tbew o«aiiin»* to hia beurf* delight 
in potations of a fiery epiiit distilled in tlw cotmtiy» hut wlneli. 
although the " Lion " lUKseastngly imbibed copiouB drenghti of it 
for forty y^rs. i* too potent for aEumpean conatitudiMi lobw, for 
even a very bdef paiod, Captnin Havelradi wyo. the hardest 
drinker vo the Britiah ounp eoiiltl rot iodul^ in it for aix aueeca- 
ai»e nights." Narmtivt of War in Affgliaiiiataii. md. u paps 
tlunjMst Singh did not enjoy perfect " impunity." for. to bis 
fundnesafor tbia ationdant he owed, perhapa, tbe nrigin. certainly 
the aggravation, of the pireJytie aflfertion nnder whidi he la- 
bcniTcd. 
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troops to bo OHiploycil in tlio exiHMlitton agoinet 
Afi'gbnnistAii hatl been made by Sir Ileiiry rono 
\ritli reference to tbe results of his personal iii- 
B])oction. Where all Tvere thus eminently titteil for 
the destiueil service, it was difficult to determine 
what portion should be left iKibind- The ftolutioii was 
intniBted to diance ; lots were east, and the fortune 
of marching onward fell to tlie following [lortions of 
the army :—the first, sccoud, and Iburdi brigades of 
infuntiy, tlie second troop, Becoiid brigade of horse 
artillery, the cuinel battery of niiie-iMunders. The 
disappointment of the remoiiitler was Bootlied by the 
tjiost flattering eY^wesslons of approbation from the 
conimander-iu-cliief. A further ehange affecting 
this distiuguiahwi tifficer resulted from the receipt 
of the intelligence respecting Herat, The health of 
Sir Henn* Fane was Hipidly failing, the ordinary 
influeuce of an Indian climate having accelenvtcd 
the efleets of a long career of active military service. 
He wuB about to proceed to Murepe when the e,\i>e- 

dition against Allghanistau was resolved upon; and 
in taking the command of it, he sacrificed to a sense 
of cjuty the gratification of u strong deisire for an 
immediate return to bU own coutitry. The change 
of eireumstaiicee had rendered his retirement jirac^ 
ticablo without discredit, and he availeil himself of 
tlie opportunity to seek that resjtoration of hctilth 
which, ill an Asbtic ciunutei, he could not hi^ie for. 

* fesir llctuy FWie wat induced to cmitiiiutf 

what lotiger with the linngal tone i he did not raiime the actual 
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It was accordingly rcsiolTed that tlio comniancl of 
the advancing dctncbmclit shonld be assntned by Sir 
Willoughby Cottfin j nint that, on the junction of tbo 
Bombav division, the cbiiifcoinmand sboubl devolve 
on Sir John Konno.* 

Early in T>ccembcT the army of Sbab Shoojah . 
moved from Ferozepnre, the privilege of precedence 
being thus given to the force which, acconling to 
official statement, was to be the principal arm by 
wliicli tbe conqii^t of Afl^ianistaa Avaa to be 
effected. The Bengal division of the British army 
marclicfl a few days afterwards. 

On the 16th of Januarv the Shab’a army arrived 
on tbe lianks of the Indus, followed after a very 
short interval by the Bengal column. The mareb 
of the Britisli force wiw [>erformed witli little loss 
except of camels : great numbers of these useful 
aiuinals tiaving l>een attached by disease, attributed 
to change of forage combined with fatigue. The 
Shah’s omiy was equally fortunate, with tbe excep¬ 
tion of some desertiona : a veiy brief experience of 
the liabitH nf a soldier’s life being found in many 
instaneea sufficient to satisfy the curitwity «f the 
newly enlisted warriori of which that army was 

cominnntl. hut u«oniirtnied U m the of eonimwiilffon* 

chiqf in Indii. He qiaitteJ the forec oa tiic biinhi of the Indloi 
in FtbrnBiy. 1333. "od died at St. Miclmcl'e. 24th of Miireh, 

1840^ ^ Ilia fbfismtfu homc^ 

* Thi^ Wt of n pint of the BcTtpJ forct at Feroiopore ™ tn 
*ome othiir ehujitM J Brigndier Gniliam. who wm to Mmimuiil 
the artillKy, Tvinaiiicd bebmd. md that part which Mlvanwd 
in by M^ajor Petw, 
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corupoged. The Shatfg anny crnKseJ the river in 
boats ; and though but few craft conld be obtained 
for the service, tbo passage, tbrough the good 
management of the ofEccns Huperintending Wiis 

eftbcted iu less tban seven davg. The British force 
was to take poaseHsiou of Bukkur under a con¬ 
vention concluded by Captaiii Bnmes with the 
Attieer ; but some delay took place* portly in con- 
sequence of the nou-aa^rivaJ of the latiKcation of the 
convention by tho governor-genemb partly from the 
habits of systematic evasion common to Eastern 
princes. The keys were at length obtained, but 
deceit was yet apprehended; lUJd in the prow of 
one of the vessels conveying tlie jiarty about to tftke 
possession was placed a quantity of powder ck’emed 
sufficient to l)lew in the great gate,* 11 w'uit, however, 
not required; neither resistance nor further evasion 
was attempted, and ihc British force marched into 
linkkur as caJmly as they wHuld liave pcrfomied an 
ordinaiy evolution on parade. 

The advance of the Bengal column towards the 
point where it intended to act was here arrested 
by intelligence reJativo to the eitnation of the Bom¬ 
bay force* ond the course of the negotiatioUB in 
Si ride conduetorl by Cajitain i^ottinger. This iu- 
teihgence appeared to render it expedient that the 
march of the column should be turned towards 

* Tbe foFtTtjdB of Dakkiir lb sitimteii oa an m ^ IndiiHi 

betweea ihs txirwtvi ^ tkiiTC on the buikr uiti Sakkiir ou 

lii€ wE^tem—the c&atGfii dmnacl* being thnl which lepEiniti^ it 
from Iloiw, Bnd hf wblnh the BjritLfb fnret appruched, ii iboot 
fnur Luiidml ^rardii m width. 
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Ilydrubad iq Lower Simle, and it acconlingly 
moved in tliat dircetitm; but its progress was 
cbccked by fnrtlier infoniiation mtbnatiug that a 
change of circinnstanccs bail rendered its approach 
towards Hydrab&d unnecessary.* The column ac¬ 
cordingly returned to Uukkur, where i»repanitioiiH 
Tinil been made for crossing the Indus. This was 
elTected IjT a bridge of lioats, over wbich tbe trofips* 
Iwiggage, bnxiea, and cattle were passwl without a 
single accident. Previously to this event the army 

* Awonlin^ to Captain HoTcIock, llii* Inttf.f iaformatian wia 
extiviDdy uaTj-elcqiiiis. He aayi. “At tHa period the ipirite of 
crery loMieT ia the Bcui^l conlinBent wwc buoyant anil high; 
before u* lay Hydrabad—it kanwn to contikLii tbe ncrumu- 

lated -wrailth of the most afiluent W well as pwcrful of the 
bmnehes of the TidpoTP famay. amountiTiiK in ipede, jewtli and 
otlier iraluablM, and ingtfh of goiW, tn eight taorM of Scindiaa 
nipeea well told, or not lesa tbim eight mdlioM aterting. Such 
n prize ia not often in a century "cren in India-^jiescnlwi to the 
graap of m Britieh army."—NatmtUe, voL i. page 151. A few 
pagee nfttfwtinis he eay*. "In a noincnt all our viwons of glory 
and booty were dbpebed.—it ww nunooBced to ua that tbe Ameera 
were at length bmught to a senae of their impending danger, and 
that, enmpeilcd to comprehend that a few dnye wonld, aocoidtng 
to every catcolatioii of human pruden™, deprive them at once of 
their independence, their capital, and the nccwouJatwi (nmaufei 
of yean, they had accepted imreaervtdly all the comlitioni ^ the 
treaty laid before them by Colonel pottmger.*’—Rige 155. "V a^y 
repining, therefore, at the change in erentn whieh had given 
thw amuU »Lua [teniae*] to the state, inatend of endowing tbe 
army with eight erona. ita officem and men, with light pui^ 
and heavy hearti, hntned thdrboek* on Hydrahail, tram which 
tliey had hoped never to iwetle nodi they hnd made it* ireaKm 
their own. and pot to a stern proof tiJit Bclnodi* vnUmr which 
had an loudly wmnted ita power to aireat their forther progrem; 
and lii on tlie bnnJa of tlie Indna tl« war which they had *t out 
resolved to mny into the centto of AITghKilatjm."—Pago 15?. 
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of Siiali SLoojali had adi'anucJ to Sliikarpoor, wbence 
a dQtacbmeut was di^[»ntebud to Uike ]i(ia&ea<sJuii nf 
Larkaaa^ a jdaee of somo importaDCOj being n great 
mart for rice, and aJso the depot for the artillery of 
tbe Ameers of SimJe« 

On tbo 21 )tb of February tbo head of tbe Bcuga] 
column waa at Sbikar|>pur. Up to thi^i time tlie 
amijf diatuigui^bml us that of Sbab Shoojali maiii- 
tuiiieil tbe jduce to which it was entitled in virtue of 
being coiiaidcreJ tbe j»Hiiei|k]i| force ljy wldelj the 
exiled King was to bia title to reign in Afl^ 

glianbtan,—Jt had taken the lead, being followed at 
II convenient distance bj tbo Bengal force, regarded 
aa an auxiliarj. Sul>aec|ucnt]j, bowever* the order 
Ilf niarcli was changed—^ihe liritbb troops led, tbo 
8 bab’s army bdlowed." On tbe lOtb of March tlie 
Iiead-qujLrtere were iit Dadur, a town gitimte near 
tbe fjotmneo to the Bolau Paew; tlirtiogli this tbe 
eulunm marched to Quetta, wbere it arrived on 
the 20 tb. 

It will now be convenient to revert to the Horn- 
Lay foreu, tbe cuiniioiiJtioti uf which has already been 
^IctaiJed.f Tlie faellitii^ alibnlcd by the ojujertunity 
of water tnirniport were resorted to, and tho force 

* fhe ruUonon^ n Major Huugli^v nccafuit df tfao ttiaa^p anti 
it GUiiicit be Jccmcd that it la njuitv Katiflfti£tJir|r i—** Hiuugh hia 
Majesty took tltt up to Shikorj^rt it was deBirfcjd tLat tJjc 

brituh tnK>|jd thoulil tpare iu advaxLCCp A^Htr uiiff (a ropi 

iCiiA iM Had any check betm given tp ihs contingcaf^ 

raid’d bul njcentlf, it might Imvc bteo midp beoideSi 

we should have been depdved uf the beat tif the liuie fuiagu 
cxpccud, oimJ wtj IiulI more eattJu lo pmiidis Lr 

f Sc 0 page Ijfl. 
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sailtnl from Bnmbayin Novettilwr, 1838, niu! its dig* 
pniiiarkaliioii wnn GlFectefl in the vicinity nf \ikkiir, 
ill the fliiTne month. The Ameers of Siiide were to 
have nimlQ prepamtiong for providing eaniols and 
snpjdieH, hut they Imd uiadc none. In consequence 
the aimy was detainerl at Vikkur until the 24t1i of 
Decemher, when it cnininenccd: itfl march for Tatta. 
at wliicli place Sir ■John Keane aTrived on tiie S8th, 
Here the amy was further detnined for n cnnsldor- 
al)le period. 

Nominally in the territory of a friemlly power, 
the British foree in Sinde experienced little of ne- 
tivo friendship. The Ameers of Sinde harl alwaya 
manifestod great diBincIination to the formation of 
any intimate fonneclion with the British govern- 
ment t but as a more fitting opportunity l^^ll occur 
for inquiring into the qnestiong at issue between the 
parties, atUmtion will not in this ploeo be distracted 
froin the main purpose of the narrative. It will 
suffice to state, that ditrercnceB existeil, and that 
great difficnlty was found in arranging them. Tlio 
existence of theso dillerenees had occosionetl tlie 
Bengal army to deviate from their direct route fur 
the purpose of npprotiching Hydnibad, otid the 
aecoramodatiou which was effected oceotiontd its 
txdurn. The dread created by the vicinity of two 
British armies undoubtedly led to the pacific con¬ 
clusion which terminate*! n s*.'ri™ of proceeding in 
which the extreme verge of hostility was appronche*!. 
The Bombay army advance*! tliroiigb Sinde; and 
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on the 4tk of Mai^h was officially Jeclaretl to have 
beouuie part of the arniy of the IiiOes.” 

ProTiousIy to this, a rcjacne foree mider Bri^^adier 
Valiant had been disjiatchocl from Bomlmy to 
8iude; it w£i$ composed of her Majesty's 4Uth 
foot, a body of native infantry alnjiit two thou- 
Band two hundred strong, eonsisiting of tlio 2nd 
grenadiers and the 22ud and 2Gth Bombay rogi* 
mentSt a detail of pirmeera^ and a detachment of 
artillery. At tlie desire of Colonel Pottinger, 
Sir Frederick Maitland, the mival coiiiniander- 
in-cliief in India^ proceeded to Kumicbee In her 
Majesty’s ship luiving on board the 40th 

and the detachment of artillery* He arrived at 
that place on the evening of the ist of Febru¬ 
ary, and was there joined hy the Bemiim steamer 
ami the Bipphrutest having on board the 2nd grena¬ 
diers native infantry. TJie fort was suminoned, 
and a quarter of an hour allowed] to the command¬ 
ant to decide his cour^* Upon his declining to 
snrrender:, Gvo companies of the 4fitb were lauded, 
and a position taken u[i by them in the rear of 
the fortress. The broadside of the RVfeAy was 
brought to bear on the opposite face at u distance 
of eight or nine hundred yardi^ and these prepara- 
tiotis having been made, a second summons was 
sent to tho commandant. A second refusal followed^ 
and the discharge of a gnu from tho fortress au- 
nounceii, appareutly, the intention of those within 
to make a defence. The fire of tho PW/tj/ey was 
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innnedint^ly opeiiEd, aad with aiitb cflTcct, that iit 
than au hour the I'litiro face against which it 
W'«j} directed was a heap of mJtis. The troojift who 
hiid liecji landed then entered the breach and took 
posBcssion of the fort without resistance. It turned 
out that tlio garrison coosistod of only twenty men, 
and these had fled, seeking shelter under the elilfe 
on the opposite aide to tliut at which the Britisli 
party entered ; they were all made prisoners. The 
fort being occupied, tho authorities of the town were 
required to give up military possession of it to tho 
Diitish, and with this demand they thought it pru¬ 
dent to comply without any delay. Tho capture of 
Kurrachco took place on tho End of Fehmary* at 
which time the final couise of the Ameers was 
altogether matter of doubt, and it had certainly 
some effect in aiding the negotiations in progress at 
liyilrabad. 

The Bombay column of the '* army of tho Itidos" 
pursued its march to Dadur, and eventually took the 
same route to Affghanistan that had l>een ijureucd 
by. the Bengal force. On the IGtb of April, Sir 
John Keane, conimander-in-eiiief, established his 
head-quarters at Quetta, with the advance column— 
tliat of Bengal—the Bomljoy column being several 
marches in the rear. The advance of neither column 
was marked by events worthy of being dwelt u^n. 
Both portions of the army suffered great pnvatioiiB 
for want of adequote suppUcs; both were subjected 
to great inconveniences bom the deficiency of beasts 
of burden; both were coiilinually annoyed by reb- 


CHAP. 

XXX, 


A.Pv 


170 


nTHTCJEY OF TllE 


CHAP, (H>rs—a large jirHiion of tlie popuktion xiiEotig ’wiiich 

they were mevjng liavmg w oeeiipation but pliiinler. 
Tbci^o pereoris pursued their trrule up to the very 
verge of the encampmerita of the British f<irco» anfh 
though the piinij^liu^cut of tleiitli was in some eosca 
anminarily inflietcih no offeet eet^ms tlicrehj to have 
hcen produced on the associates of tlio^e who 
fltifieretl, Iiideeih it was not [mdiable that any 
should be p rod uceil—they would regard tho loss 
of life as an accident coiimmu to their profes- 
sioti—a contingency inseparable from the eTterciso 
of jL 

1'he ihmgeroua and diniciilL Kojuk Pass was 
traversed ill succession by the two colnmoft, and mi 
A.n. m% tho 20th of April tlio hend-qnarterg were at Kan¬ 
dahar^ The Bombay cohmiu arriveil at that pkeo 
on the 7th of May. The city was occupied without 
oppsitioiij the Sirdars having taken alarm and lied. 
On tlio 8th Shah Shonjah was solemnly eiulironed. 
The united British army of Bengal and Bombay was 
driiwii up in [ine in front of the citji to the extent 
of seven thousanil five hundred men. A {datfonu 
was erected to answer tlie purpose of a mus^rmd, to 
whicii tlio Shall proeecileil on hoii4t‘I>ack% through a 
line of troops of his own contingents On his ap- 
t^roaching the Uriti&h HueSt a salute of twenty-ono 
guns wm fired, and on his passing down the lino 
there was a gene nil ealute, ftceompniml hy tlie 
towering of colours in honour of his ilajesty. On 
his ascendiug the throne a atilvo w'as discharged 
from a huiulred and ono pieeea of artillery. Sir 
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Jolm Keanoaiid tbe otVier principal authorities then 
oHhrtMl nu^^iirs; care IxMiig taken that the fiuml>Gr 
of coins presented should iu every case bean nueveu 
one, this cireumstance being on omen of good luck, 
finally, the “army of the Indus" innpched rr>und 
in review order in front of ttio tlimue, and tliua tho 
ceremony concluded. 

The march to Kandahar was n great military 
triumph, thongli uo enemy, ilesorving tlio name, Lail 
been encountered, but it was attended by great suf¬ 
fering and great loss. “ 11 imiat Iw cotifesseil," says 
Cuptniu Havelock, “ that hitherto out task hns been 
eacorting, not campaiguing, but tliis pm'iRo duty has 
been performed under arduous cLrcumstniices; and 
the osposure to tho viciasitinles of elimate, the 
tfttigue, and the deficiency of food ami water, which 
tried the strcugtli and rsolution of our troops be¬ 
tween (iuettii and Kaudaliar, as well as tho active 


hostility of tho predatory trilMS, ought never to ho 
despised os military difficulties. How gladly would 
our urmv have eichaiigcd them for the most de¬ 
termined oppositioD of the AHghaua in the field! 


Hnw often ilid our officers long for a battle to raise 
the sinking spirits of tho soldier and make him feci 
that he was not labouring oinl sutlering in vain. * 
Seine concejition of the jirivatious omlurotl may 
be foiincd from tlio recital of a few fiicts. hen 
the Bengal column jcnohed Kandoliar, the trijoj^, 
European and native camp followers, and musteretl 
cstahllshmeiiL^, had been for tteriods varying from 
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tvfc*entj*eight to fortj-eight dajB on difninisbod 
mtioTifi. !^Ione^ al Iowan ee^ to meet ibe deBcieoojr 
had been made to tho natives, both eonibatfuat and 
non^eoiubatant, but there waa scbtceIj an oppop* 
tunity of expending the in, for provigiona were not 
to be procured- The suffertngg of the anny for 
want of water were still less enduiiLble^ Referring 
to a [^rt of the period during which the 
cofiiiiim were subjected to the aljove severe priva¬ 
tions in regard to fowl, Captain Havelock says, 
“ Tho plain on which our camp is now pitched is 
not, like the level of Siriah, watcml by deep and 
well-supplied fcahreezeft,* carrying coolness iitid the 
promise of fertility down their slopes. A small cut 
through w^hich avo found water, flowing from a 
spring-head in the mountains, has alone supplied 
m with the useful element since first we advanced 
to this point. This little channel, the Kandahar 
sirdars have caused to bo dammed up near its 
source in the hiJlg, and behold two bold brigades 
and the levy of the Shah reduced to the greatest 
straits. Horses, already half-stan^ed for want of 
grain and good grass, were throughout the day 
jianiing in all the agonies of thimt; and in the 
evening a few dro|i 9 of water could not bo ob¬ 
tained even to mix the medlcmcs of tire iick in 
our hospitals^ or to supply them with the refreah- 
luent and comfort of a few spoonfuls of tea* All 
ranks have been taught to understand to-day^ how 
little priced when plentiful, how outrageously de- 

* SubtciTiuiean 


Biimm tiarpiRF: T?^ indta. 


173 


^ijanclcd wlieD scanee, is that bounteous pm virion 
for the wauts of God's creaturiiSi wator! Weary 
of the delays whiqh had kept W8 m long at Dundi 
Goolaee, we hjovcnI forward oh the 21st* into 
the plaina w'hich we bad surveyed frout the suminit 
of the Kojuk Pass, recogniKing nil the clietihetivo 
peaks of tho scattorod hills whioli wo had ol^sicrved 
from that eommanding liotght. Wo saw them now 
magnified as we approached them, and casting a 
dark shade over the plains which they overhung. 
Anxious looks were from time to time cast touimb 
these green titiinencos, atul their bases were care¬ 
fully searched for any email streams which might 
supply the uigent wants of a thitsting force*** Tho 
search, it appears, was vain^ and Captain Havelock 
thus eontlnue^i —^ It was not very ploasatit to dis¬ 
cover that this dajt too* wo must de|)end for a supply 
of the indispousahle element on the stream of a 
small and imperfect kahreez. Its water was brackish^ 
and flowed scantily and sluggishly* Thoiisands of 
brass and leathern buckets were soon dipi^d 
into tho little channeU and though pn>iH?r regula¬ 
tions were promptly cstabiished* one-half of the force 
bad not been watered before the scarcity commenced* 
Soon diluted mud alone could be obtained^ and 
whole regiments, under a bumirigsun. with parched 
lips^ sighed for night to cool them 3 i anci then for 
moniing* that they might move on to a happier spot. 
The troops W'ere booyed up towanls evening with 
fallacious hopes of the waters of a spring, actually 
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dUcoTered in ilie Itllls, l>eing brnuglit down in their 
relief into the plnins; but up to tlio Lour of eurlj 
marcli un etrem UaJ I>egTiii to fltnr into tUc dry bed 
of A tiulIaUj* oil t^diich many were gazing in hnjie. 
The flufferiugs of the soldi ers^ both European and 
natiyc, >rere for &onie hoiii^ eo great as iiearly to 
tempt eonie for a moment to forget the re^iaintB of 
discijdine; and never do its prindple^ rucliieve a 
greater triumpli than when irooi^s are seen oliedient 
and re^ipectfiil, and trying to be elieerful, under tlue 
form of privatiom At Killa PuttMlIali, ollicera of 
the highest rank were brought to acknowledge the 
value of this siiiiple elements Tins was no time for 
the luxurious ablutions widclu uiidor tlio snn of 
Central Asia, preserve health and restore Btrength; 
no tiuie to waste a single drop uf the precimis fluid on 
any bodily comfort^ or for any pur] lose but preparing 
food or slaking a t^g^ing thirst; and thousandif felt 
this day that nil the giilLB of that God^ whose public 
pmise and ordinances wore forgotten on this Salj- 
bath of unwilling penance^ would have been worth¬ 
less to niaiti if in his anger he had withheld the often 
dc^piBed blessing of water. The kiiuluf^ and con- 
bideration with which some oflic^ra of no low mnk 
eliored the little portion of the much coveted fluid 
which they could obtain with the jirivateF around 
thenit was creditable to their humonity* ami ought 
to have w'oii the confidence and aflbctioiiB of those 
whom they commQnded*”f On the folloivijigilayi the 

• ArtifiriEJ water-coursif. 
t Kflxmtttie* tisL L pp. 31D—322. 


B^UTiaU EmPIRE IK INDIA. 


175 


column, after march iug tcu inUcB, was cotiipellGd to 
prtHicod fuilliei*, fmoi an a]>preliensioii of the waut 
of water. Cuptaiu Havelock tints describes its pro¬ 
gress FonvarJ the brigade moTod, to ftiiish a 
second march of ten their horees dropjting 

from ilrolight aod exhaustion as they tolted on, and 
leaving in the mountaiu pai^ses melancholy traces of 
this day's auflbrings and ]ierBevei-ance. When the 
cavalry hm] thus got over five miles, in the conrse of 
which liritisU dragoons and native troopora were 
seen eogerly sharing with their chargers muddy and 
fetid ^vntcr drawn from puddles at the side of the 
road, the very sight of which wouhh in Ilindostan^ 
have cipially sickened utl to whom it was ofTcred; 
ihey struck into a bj^-road on their left, and wind¬ 
ing their w^ay by a narrow jiatli tlirough an opening 
hi the undnlatiug eminences, found thcuiBelvett to¬ 
wards evenitig on the banks of a pleutifiil stnmm. 
The rush of unbridled indulgence of the tmops and 
their Iiorsef into its w^atera, after all the privations 
of the moniingt may fairly he det#cril>ed as nncow- 
trollable. What moderation w as to bo expected from 
tnan or boast hroakiiig forth from the restraints of 
a two days" unwilling abstinence?”* 

* vcl. 1 . yp. a‘2a* ai^4. Itcferrlng ta Uui occpr- 

rcuE^p Mcycir Housh snya ou H2 of Narmtiveh '' thetx 
who Were preaeiit desacribe the acecip i» mtMt H-ppuUuig- 'rLt too- 
ineat ttc Ip^T^ea saw thfi wnterj llury muwln a ispdden tuah LqId tlic 
river aa if pumJ ; both men and honct dmnk till they i3£aHy Imrail 
th^iiBe1v£;». QfficvrB dechtn: thiit tlirit tonp^ cleareil tu the roafA 
of their moutliAf The water whsi very hmckieh, which iunhicG^ 
them to drink the more.** 

hffijar Hough concludes with the cbeerratlcs, ** no offircr pfC' 
SCSI evEX TiiUvetiedl ■uolk u scghe of difttres*.'' 
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Those sufTerings were eniliired by H'en, not fresli 
ftom a state of repose or of orrlinary exertion, but 
worn with the fhtiguefl of a march of many hnmlreH 
miles, parts of wliieh lay through tracts of great 
difficulty. They had been subjected, also, tn fatigues 
far cxceediug the ordinary rot'nsure of military 
labour, in jiroof of which, the march through tho 
Knjuk Pass may be referred to. Through n por- 
titm of this defile, the hatterv and field train of the 
firmT had to be dragged up nod lowered down bj 
human agenc?, the sitimtioo rendering inipracti- 
cablo the employioeot of beasts for the pnrpoRe, 
The duty was consequently i>erfbrtncd by parties of 
European infantry. When to the pressure of con¬ 
suming hunger, niaddetyng thirst, nnd the most 
eshnuetmg fiitigue, is adde^l the irritating amioy- 
ance of constant akttn and frequent attacks from 
hordes of cowardly robbers^ it will be obvious that 
the march of the British force, though unmarked by 
any conflict deserving the name of an action, made 
a far Beveror demand upon the spirits and soldierly 
qualities of tliose by whom it was jierformetK than 
many a brilliant campaign, the events of which glow 
in the page of the historian, and are embalmed in 
traditional recollect ions. The task was not aecom- 
piished without great sacrifices. The loss of beasts, 
especially^ was enormous. Useful and valuable bag¬ 
gage was in some cases abandoned from the d«> 
ficiency of camels for its transport; those patient 
and enduring animals having perishorl in incredible 
numbers. The loss of hors^ was unusiiaUy great. 
The Bengal army lost not fewer than three Imndrod 
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and fifty—ncftrij onu-eeTCQth of the entire number 
euiiiloyed. The Bombay column was rather moru 
fortunate, but the !oss^^ notwitlwtmitlings was etui- 
ffidemljle.* 

At Kandahar the army enjoyed a brief interval uf 
coinpamtive rest; but beyond tbUr little cessation 
of its difficulties was experienced. Provisiotis still 
continued scarce, and robberies were as frG<)ueut as 
l)efore. Somo retLSona for doubting tbe alleged 
popularity of Sbab Shwjah had by this time begun 
to manifest themselves. Ko alacrity was Bhewn in 
joining bis standard, tbougb be wai* now by virtutt 
of tbo British amis in possession of one of tho chief 
cities of AfFglianistan, and wfi8 about to march upon 
the other witb the best prospects of succe&fn* It 
was the custom of the princes of Afigbanistan, 
wbou tbey required tbo sorvieea of a clan, to send a 
supply of money, ostefistbl j for “ shoeing tbo burses 
—actually to provide all necessaries; to do wbieh, 
in most eases, mtbout such aid, wcmld have 
been neitber within tbe power nor consonant to 
the will of the parties to whom the appeal w'us 
made. In conformity with this custom, Sludi 
Shoojah sent ten thousand rupees to the GhiJjic 
chiefs,'[■ in the hojio of inducing them to join him- 
The aid, in accordance i^ith established precedent, 
Was accompanied by a copy of the Koran, on which 

• Hungt’d ^Turmlive. p. 102. OutimV p. 89. 

t TlfcL- QhUjic tribe h ooe of tLe iDwt powciful in Affijltanutm, 
aqd, nfber tht DooimieM ooii the ISuflufzAU, pmbably the mont 
aumeFtmift. 
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tlie cbiofia were expected to swear aUegiance to the 
R lifih j niid this ceremony, combined with the 
retention by them of the book, woold lia>‘e been a 
pledge of adherence to the royal cause. This pledge, 
however, the Sbab was not destined to receive, nor 
was the withholding it the only disajuiointnient 
connected witlt the tiatiaaotion j for while the chietk 
returned the book, they did not feel the necessity 
of acting in the same manner with regard to the 
money. The latter they kept, though they reftieed 
the pledge which it was intended to purchase. 

From Kaudnliar a detachment was sent to take 
pcissc?ssion of Giriskh. a fort on the Helmund, situate 
about eeventy-tive miles distant. The duty was 
performed without any difficulty except that opposed 
by the river, which at that period of the year* is 
deep and rapid. It was crossed by metms of nifts 
composed of empty casks, and the fort having been 
evacuated by the hostile authoritice, tho British 
party had nothing to do but to place Shah Shoojah’a 
garrison in poBsession, This was accomplished, and 
tho iJarty returned to Kandahar after a very brief 
absence. The British army was detained there, 
chiefly by the «lifficultj of procuring supplies, till 
the 27th of June: on that day an event occurred 
wliich, though not known to Shnli Shoojah or his 
allies till some weeks afterwards, might have alto¬ 
gether changed the aspect of affairs in Allghanistan. 
This was the death of the Seik mier, Runject 
Singh. His army was at that time employed in 

* Mij. 
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Tesliawnr, in support of the ohjccte of the Tripartite 
treaty. 11 is death, whenever it might oceur, was 
eipecteil to lead to much change and great con¬ 
fusion i nlifl i t was to be apprGheii*lcd that, happening 
at so critical a periwJ, the event might have placed 
Shah Sboojab and bis British ally in a most em¬ 
barrassing position. Of the imminenK? of the danger 
till!)' were, however, igiioraivt, thongli it was known 
that the Lion of the Ptinjair was fleriously ill. 

Tlie majcb towards Kabool waa coinraeuccd under 
circumstances not the most nuppicJous. A large 
convoy of grain I’urnished by the Lobani mer- 
cbfints* bad liccn brought in snfely, nud this woulii 

* TTis Lohwiii ue n lurfie migratory tril». eitensiwly en- 
EBfitd in Ktmintree. which they carry on under cironmibuna? of 
roumntic latereet. In tke winter tlieir finnilu^s Hud bulkjr propertyu 
tugether with their berdA. whidi are Tcry estraaiiw, are left 
imiier of n loma eufEiiltiit for thdr protection in the dnUMin 

nr border, ml cJttCTwivc diatricE, atretching betweem the Sidimfln 
maimtnmfl ami the Indns. rhe n»ir of th& tribe tmTtl to collect 
ijiCTcIjRodJzc ttuited to itc markets w^liach Ehey propoM Eo Tkit, in 
aeiirch of which they frometimea poceed as ^ va Bombay and 
CEiciitta. On the retom of aprin^ they ferdemiia at Drmbund* 
and toence adnwiflc to dwpoM af their goodi in Centnil Amm and 
AflTghonwtan. The ^j<mntry whlcdi they hfive to ii bttle 

ftiiilc4 to the peacefii] parsuit cfT eommercfi. hnnetud by 

pradatoiy tnbffl^ thron^^ whom the LohaniH have to %bt t ii 
ot the Gwkliw Pass, ocroHa the SnJimiai monotnlns, which 

Is thmronlEiiftry rcrato. The Lcliani petJple ^ at once a 
a mereanlOe^ tnd a warlike raoe i and IbcLr habits appear to 
aachanged fifocn the dme of ihn^ Soltnn Baberi vho, in is 
memoirs, boasts of having pluciOmd them. 

The convoy <yf gtaiD procured by ibeee shepherd- w^ot- mer¬ 
chants for the Biitish fcrw: wiu not imiTsitcd by dtflicul^^d 
danger, Thr ewivoy ecooutitiiced tooeb rcslatanne lO 
and Kojoh Pas^ {hy which in tMi instance the Lahimii had 
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iinro ctmbled tho nnnr to nioKh with full lutiims; 

but tbe Lobania refuKetl to accom[iiinT the onny, 
0 jk 1 110 niesitiis for the conTejarice of tbe gi^fLiii coubl 
bo obtiuDcc]. Tbe consequence tluU this 

proceeded} p Kiiid mimj p^tboub belon^lDg to it Tjert 
ITa! wbole of the pnrty wens iirpapd, m.d the leisderi Surwjur 
Khao, IB reprcvcuted bs b idciaE derErpiinipd idelii^ f Jia mode of 
defeilo^ BcccitH to iqdLUtjLt^ tliut such ttie cak'. Hib ditd 
noQonot of it was oa foUowa -If be iviere plmnlered, or ertii if In? 
wero irfiisEd grain ut Knj plM^e, bo took mLiniia wllliuiit dolny to 
inflict aiunnitiiy and signal panbbmecc+ Fie imltmded and pOed bi* 
goodiS* and a competent giisrd to protect tliem, advniiced 

with the rest of hii roUowora upoq the irilbige from wliich tbe 
oflTchcc had been feoeiTed, wblcL n-aa furtbwilb attacked, and 
aif itft lahabitanta who failod to find ea/cty in bight being put tg 
the rwoitl, the wmth of the irritated Lohuiia was EfiaLty ap|>eaKd 
by the coEaplete detaoUtion of their place of abode. HjIb achieved, 
the leader acd bb men reJoaded their bfoieta find puraticd tbebr 
cooree. 

The safe arrival at Kandahar o-f the coDYoy inteDded far the 
tise of the British army llierE ieemt to have heoo endaegen^d 
&uin eauicfl other than the attneka af the predatory bordn by 
which the road waa IziiestEd; and bad not a party of looil horte 
been dispatched to bok out far itp there hi reaeon to bclicvE that 
iti deatinatiiaa would havo heen efaunged.^ Some emi&sajriea of 
DoBt Mahomed Khan bud accretly jolticEj tbe convoy between 
Quetta and KemdahaTp nad had andearoured to per&uade the 
LohanJ chief to carry bxH mErchiindixe; to KabooL for the benefit 
of their ma&ter. Ttiey bad Buccccded In comipring mmiy of the 
mTErior persona Employcdp and perhapSp have canicti 

their purpoeCp bod thEj not been nArrowly wutdied. Ono of these 
omifouiea wbj geized and brought ptisontr to the British camp. 
The 7 eal lyid vigOuice mimifeetcd on thio occaaiaa by the ressaldar 
of tlfe local hor&o, nnmEiJ U^^eem Xhan, was ho atrilLing^ that 
be WM specially sent for by the comrnaiid-er-hi-chiefp who, after 
in adequate terms acknowledging bla Hcrvineti^ presented him with 
a beautiful pair of English pistols in taken of bis approbatioa* 
—See Hnugh^# Nnrralive, pp* 12G* 127, 
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— fur iLc arrival uf >vlkich the traeps had beeu fur 
soini3 tiiEu JeUijied—was obii^d to be left in 
KaiiditbiiTt and the troopfi and foljotvers to inarch 
on biiJf rathind^ 

Little occurred worthy of notice until the 
of the arnij', on the 20tli Jvily, at Nanneo, bitnateil 
ton mitcft from Ghiiznce. Itciu prepamtions were 
nmdc for the atUick of the luttor place, whieh proved 
a fortress of considcmlile fttrength* and was the resi- 
dejiee of one of Dost Mahonicd^s eons, who dwelt 
there iti the c^jmeity of g'uvemer* The army 
marc'hed from Nanuee early on the nioritiug of the 
21 at in three columns. On the advance arriving 
within a short distance of the fortrcisa, it was |i>er- 
ceived that prejiamtiuus were made for Htopping ita. 
jJirogTcaei. The men unguged in this work were, 
however, floon drawn from the ojien ground into the 
outw'orks^ and the Britisli horse artilleiy guns being 
hfougljt upp a fire v\rm commenced on the fort, with 
tflirapzieils and shot, at the distance of about seven 
hundred yards. This niovemeut appears to have 
been iiitrodnoed for no other object but to aacei*tajjj 
the extent and ]K>wer of theeiiemy^s fire, whidt woa 
fiprtbwith opened^ and caused some casualties among 
the British troops before they were withdrawn from 
its rt^adii. 

The appearance of Ghuzuee seems to have un- 
ideasautly surjirked thoao w ho were to direct the 
force of the British arins against it. It had been 
represented tus very weak, tuid as completely cotu- 
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majided from the ndjaoent hills.* Further, those 
ladio professed t n ba^e a deep knoTvIedge of the most 
secret spring? of aetiorj among ttio Affghjiris, reit4S 
mted the most positiFe oasHranoes that neither 
KotxKil nor Ghiiznee would be defended, and these 
assurances seoin to have raceiTod implicit belief.f 
Iq coIl&e^l^lence, a small battering tnuOi which hud 
been ifmgged. at an enormous cost several hnuilrcrl 
miles to Kandahar, was left thew% it being veiy de- 
ui ruble, on account of the scarcity of cfittle, to reduce 
as far as practicable the clenmnd for their labonr^ 
The impressions, however, aiforded by the aspect 
of Ghuznee did not correspand ^ith those derived 
from the reports received at Kandahar^ ” We were 
very much surprised*” says the chief engineer of tlie 
army of the Indus* Captain Thomsoti, ^ to find a 
high rampart in good repair, built on n scaqied 
mound about thiitj-fivo feet high, flanked by nu- 
mcruas towers and surrounded by a Jkfisse 
and a ivet ditch. The irregular figure of the ciict^Vi/c 
gave a good hanking fire^ whHst the height of the 
citadel covered the interior from the coinmimdiiig 
firo of the lulls to the north, rendering it nugatory* 
In adclition to this, the towers at the angles had 
lieeji enlarged; screen walls had been built before 
the gates; the ditch cleared out aud filleil with 
water (titated to be unforclable)^ and an outwork 

• Mitmaniida. fif tJn? cc^eem' oj^emticiM Wurc Gliuziie^ in 

iftsa. 

t Hftvelock-B Nurativ?^ fol. u, p, S3. 
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liijilt on the ngiit htuik of the riTer, eo ns to com- 
ninnd the bed of it.’** Such was the impresBiou 
made by the hrat near ticw of the fortresH of Gbnz- 
nee. “ The works,” Captain Thomson adAs “were 
eTidently much stronger tiinn we hud been led to 
uiitictpate, and such w our nmiy could nut Ten turn 
to attack in a regular manner with the means at our 
disposal. We had no battering train, and to attack 
Ohuznee in form a much larger train would be re¬ 
quired than the anny ever poftsessed. The great 
height of the pfntipet above the plain (sixty or 
seventy feet)* with the wet ditchi were hisurmount* 
able obstacles to an attack merely by mining or 
escaladitig.^f 

A nephew of Dost Mahomed Khan had quitted 
Ghnznec, and token refuge with the British force aa 
it approached the place^ and ho afibnied some in¬ 
formation highly valuable to ihosn who proposed to 
attack it. The knowledge thus acquired was im- 
proved by a careful and minute reconnoissance. The 
enginoers. with an cscurt, went round the works, 
approaching as near as it was pnicticable to find 
cover. The garrison were aware of these prooeed- 
ings, and kept up a liot fire on the officers whenever 
they were obliged to shew themselves. The forti¬ 
fications were aBcertoined to be of about equal 
strength in every part. There were several gates, 
but all excepting one, colled tbo Kabool gate, be¬ 
cause opening on the face of the foTtrees in the direc¬ 
tion of that city, had, it was reported, been closet! 

• Memonknd^ sut aupift. t Ibid. 
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hj the erection of walis ticrmsi thenjp* Thia gate 
THIS dcetneel bjtbe engineer nflieeretlie odIy eligible 
point for attack ; tlic advautageB wLicli ii jirefluHted 
Vrore thtia stated by Captain Tbom^OH:—The 
roa^I up to tlie gate wob clear—^tlie bridge oYor the 
ditch wa& unbroken—^liere 'were good positions for 
the artilleij within thrct^ hundred and fifty ynrdff of 
the Walls on both sides of the roadj nod we had in- 
formatioa that the gateway wae not built up, a rein- 
foTrement from Kabool being expected.” Tlie result 
of the observation of the engineera, therefore, was a 
report to the commander-Jn-ebief, ** that if he ile- 
cided on tJio immediate attack of Ghii£uet.s the only 
feasible mode of attack, and the only one which 
held out a prospect of success, was a dash at the 
Kabool gateway, blowing the gate <>pen by bags of 
Iiowder.*^f 

The army, on arrlYing before Ghuzaee^ bad eti- 
catii^icd on the fioutbcni ride of the fortress. The 
report of the engificors, and the determinatioTi of 
tlio comujander-iii-ehlef to act npoti its finggeationSy 
rendered a change of petition necessary, and the force 
had not been encamped above three bourn when it 
received orders again to niarch* It movcil from the 
groniid first taken up, in the afternoon, in two 
columER. The march wm ronflered eouicwhat cir- 
cuitouB by the necessity of kee|>ing beyond the range 
of the guns of the fortress. The troops were wearied 

Hougl:] wefluf to doubt whethjer any of Uicsc golfi* 
wen? thqp tlostd^^Ste Nwratiye, p, t8S_ 
t Wornontndii ut lupm. 
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by the D)7iTc1i of the mor[uog;y and there wore sotiic 
dj^icultics to he overeoniea among them the paj^isage 
of the river Li^gur, as well aa BevcraJ Email water- 
conics ; a lofty miigic of heights^ lying to the north* 
west of tlio placo and opposite to the guns of the 
cimdclp lay in the route of one column s the ascent 
wiig attended witli great lahour» and eome peril^ — and 
this accomplishedp ilie descent was scarcely less 
laliorious and dangeruus. - When the regiments of 
the first ill vision had sunnounted all these diflicukiefi, 
and arrived at their grtmnd, which was not until 
long after lughtfall, the baggage and eamt> followers 
wero Etiil far in the rear, and the were, 

consequently, obliged to jijiaB tliu interval which 
yet remained before tlio light of morning could be 
oxiKHJiedj in n state of famishing and shivering des¬ 
titution. They had neither tents nor Hit ions, and 
were thus flouteiiccd for some hfiura to Imnger and 
n bivouac. Shots were occasionally tired from the 
fortres^^ but they produced tin damage, and seemed 
to have no obji^^ct hut that of shewing to those 
without the fortress that those within were aw^akOi 
Lights were displayed from the citadel, and these 
seemed to be aiiswered by the kindling of fines in 
the PuTrounding country. Conjecture on the mean¬ 
ing of these signals oflerci] food for meditation to 
the w’eary hut sll^eples^ occiipautiii of the l5ritisU 
lilies. 

The Bituation of the besiegers through this 
comfortless night is thus depicted by one of them- 
} 4 ^]ve§ : _ _ It was known that Mahomed I fasul 
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Klian, another son of the Ameer of Kabool, haJ 
marchoif ilown ftom tlie capital with the vieiv of de- 
hlockacling Ghuzneer tuid now ch^ to m. The 
forces of the Ghi^ie^ Abiluulpuhman and Goel 
Moohiinmnidt were in the field at no great distance. 
A party, also, of fatmtics from tlie Sooluman 
Klieilst who had taken arms when a religious war 
ha<l, as a Jast resource^ been jiroelaiinod bj the 
tottering Uarukzyes, now' occupied the heights to 
the o^*$tward of the valley in which the fortress 
stands. Reflections on theae circnnietances and on 
our want of a battering train, the glimmering of tlie 
lights on the hostile battlements and in the plainsp 
and tlie chill of the night idrj ofiectnally chased 
owAyalnmber until day hraku on the 22nd.*** 

* HaTeiEack, toL li. p. as. 

Ou Buch A moTcmitat 03 that described in the teitx and of Iho 
rEoAoTif by which It might be tht jod^^meut of milittny 

men mtut W iW pr^elemhle to that of a nna-profrasional Inquirer* 
ITic foUDwiog nctE huiii the wark of Major Hoogh (p. 1G5} will 
tlicrefcirEi be intereathig : — -'^Captiiiii Outmm it was ooafi- 
dently stated, th^t Owt Mabomed Kbaii biiuself mBrcbed on the 
IGth {af July}* rht di^taxice ii eighty-eight milct (we nnvde 
aiWen mareheBj^j ond by i^oiar mareh^ hs would hayic reacbed 
Qhiunee on tbe 22nd (next day)* and latMa day plat) be woidd 
hare been within one iiiB4nc:h, and would haTe beard the firing, he 
wnnldn it wm to he luppcned, piub on ; h that there wu a great 
object in not delaying in changing gnjund. A* bi 11^34^ Boat 
Mahomed had moved bom Kabod t& dcfirnd Kandahar agaiOBl the 
ShoL^ the pTOnmpliana were in ^tout of Iuh march to Gbumee* 
We knew h-Qm Dost Mahomedown nephew that two of dm three 
gate* were htockqd opj and it wim otgiusi hy Home that the 
madden PKiinetueat to the KaboaL gate^ whieli waa laiil not to he 
byih Up, would put tbf enemy tiu thuir f^uard, and caune that 
gate also to be secured; wheren^ by a march in the momiDg, st 
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The first cin[>loyment of the welcome da^^Ti was 
to rescue the iMiggiige, cumji followers, aiid aiclc, 
from tlie Tarjcioii points to which they had been led 
in the bewildennent of a night march over unknown 
ground^ and to bring them to the place selected 
for eiicam|mient. It wos mid-day Isefore the whole 
of the bagguge reached tho camp,* The com^ 
fnander-in'^ihief and the ongSneerts made another 
rcconnoiasancc on this day* and the result of their 
observations tended to confirm the reBclution& pre* 
viously taken. The day was enlivened by tho de¬ 
scent from the hill^ of some tanatical optKjnentw of 
Shah Shoojali, with the intention of attacking his 
camp. They were charged by tho Shall 0 cavalry, 
and driven back. Captain Outmm^ a.t the head of 
a f*arty of the Shah's infantry* followed them into 
their fttatnes^eSi and ancceedt^ti in capturing many 
priHoueris and even the holy Irtinner of green and 
white, under which the horde had been brought 
togetherf 

not ippwT PQ EDspldauH. "XTae nwiTemnfll ™ ^ defica^ 
dae. beiDg r in twu mli^oini by m> diU'erent matra j fw il 

UiYulvLa fl nigtit mprcli for the rtar Kid mudi nf tliE if 

mat for tlie trwp«p as wej were pot to march till four b tlie after- 
uoan, imd the ifuute for both isolutnii* oaidd not be «tU i™. 
m miuvb in two cdaimip would, it wna ooududi^ii. ihe 

mnvemiiiita : bat then th^re wen two eolmima af bogimire to pro¬ 
tect, end we crnild not protect that the on thf ttglit 

murch of the baggage et all thsX night wm incoiiTiaiitiit, end 

^nined. no time by it, * 

• HaTdDcli, rd. u, p. 66; Htragli, p* 1?1* 
t The emudiwicp of thi, idto U panful to reUic. "^hc 
Shuh', BMpeni," My* Cuptnin 

Uw .lulu. Rnd hraughl tbuii hesjis in triumph into the cunp! a 
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Tlif requisite orilerB for the nttnrk on (jliuzneo 
circulated anioug: the coiinimuding oHieera in 

harliw’fl'Uii pmctice-^. t£Hj nearly nkm ta tLe riofitomfl of our Qpxw- 
taiid unworthy uf imitaEluo by ti^e echlJItm of a Kin^ atrtuig' 
BH the illy in the field of the Britith." Hut this metfuiee of W- 
Wkin, ^'^hleb juitly cdh forth die uidigiiadoti of Cnptiin l£ATl^- 
lockp wai not the worati prLBuocrB taken were fifty or aiKty 
ill nuuibcr. The whale, cft pWt of iheiOp witp bitiug-ht hito the 
prPMice of the Shah, far wlmt jinrpaoc is not dLstmctly appiikreat. 
Aceorditi^ ta Bomci occdont^p tbt Sikoii reproocbetl them in 
vialent ljJi]guiL§;c ; bill whethdr tbla were so or notp it is udniitted 
on all. hands tlintthe priMiiiern, tmdtT the iiifiuFJitJt of fimatieiaiii, 
HJid po^Lbly uLbo of grosser stimiiluntftp ravilrti the pfioce with 
great bittcmiese. One of them drew a dug^r JinJ stahlaxl oud 
of ShaJi ShiKiJah^i attendants in the royal preBeiic4h^the whole 
party were theretijMU put to detdii i hut the cirLumstancM of llie 
oatastropbot M gi^'en in different itatements, an; nmfkad hy great 
and irrecomiiLablp ^~ajmcioiiE; idi that cbji be done x* in giTC tha 
iliiforent ttatementa ns delivered by resjioeEablc unlhoritiet. Cayh 
taun Haveloek eay^ — llic moat nudaoLOU£ cif llietn [the pri- 
sontMTi;]* aftor repeated wa^lklgs^ to iloebt fmm their truitoroiu- 
inrectiresj w'ere esnied oui and bcliLiLded bv the reyiil tntecu-* 
tinoers.'^- — Narrativc^i vol^ iL p. Captalu Outnuu dlsmisBea 
die mutter very briefly, tu well zls very rarely. After relating 
that one of the pHsonm aUiLbetl a servant of the King in the 
open durbar, he conttnuc&~''^ an nffenee fur which ihr ‘whtyfe nrt 
Kid to Imve atoned with tlwir Bough Notes, p. 112, 

Or. iveunedy b anenunt is nut lULieh more poftiliTe, thoogli for 
more canriituBLanttil.. llie moat important features of hiis state- 
toeut are the following The Klngp il if iuid, forth with uidjored 
die whole party, upwaitlE qf dity in number, to be put to death. 

* * ^ A British uflitj^ of the Hombay eolumn ii?of fidicf tn 

hare aciudi!iilolly writiieaaed the dtiatruetiuji uf these miflurahle 
creatuLres^ nnd bis statLiucnt, hm ii r^tiched we* woa thiit they w^'jt: 
huddled together* piniuned^ eame sitting’* aymo lying on the 
ground* sotiic atnnding, oud four or fire eAccutionura ikruied with 
hmivy jVITglian knives — aitunething betwixt a swond imd a dogger^ 
the ahbj>e of a carvieg-hnift;, iwx> feel long in the blade, Lrwid^ 
and heavy, were very coully, and in 110 lort of hurry, hnekiug 
luid hewiug at their tittLi. one after the aUicr, dil all wtre be- 
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th£? evening, and m ranoli of thorn communicated to 
the troop ns was necesinary to enable them to perform 

headed/^—^Narratlre, toL u, pp, 35 — tl* Majot tTougb gives 
Ka ncmiint v«rj dlffevtut &Din tliose df Capliuii Hjivt;locl£ oiid Dr. 
KeiiiiEd]^^ tLough it ma^ not be inconuttent witli tlie ?ery geaenil 
Inngiinge ipmployed by CaptaLa Outrum. It La aa ftilkivis — 
** With regtird to tbe prisoners taipn on the 22nd of July, on the 
iky of the nttikck on Shah Shoajdli'fl camp, tt^'cnty-fire of the 
followers of the Inther-lii'law of Dost Mahomixl, who ivns IdlLcJ, 
were hmught to the King (1 believe nest day), who offered to 
partlon them. One of them wm wrf abciEive to the King, And 
®tFihbed one of hi? own sen'miU, who wm standinf? l^Kbmd him; 
u|)dQ which hia Mnje?ty^B attcniliintH rciEhcd on these peopki and 
killed them* but tlua waa by no order from Hhah Shoujuh." In n 
iijdtje^ Major Hougfi adda^*^ lllifl TTiiH the Btatemont given by an 
officer, a ndatton of theenTi'oy and minister/"—Normtive, p* S19^ 
Thiu atanda the ciae ^—The nceoujitfl nro variona and conflicting, 
they all rest ullinmtely on anonymoua authority+ aod even the 
ehuniiela thrmigh wbieb they reached the reporters are not 
named. All that can be depended upon ib, that a nuinber of 
persona were pnt to death; but wfaetber these were a part only* or 
tbu whole of those tokuiip whether thair number did put eicted 
twenty-five or amounted to eiity or Tnon.% whether the eie- 
cutiun wna the eonaequence of the deliberate ordom uf the Shah, 
or of the exoitiid pasiions of bhi adhenmte^ acting without antho- 
nty, — all these pointe ora left in donbt+ If Shah Shoojah 
ordered or canniTcd at the murder^ a fool fttoin u thorehy biOLight 
□n hk charnotEf. naan who had made on attempt on thq 

life of the Sbnb'B attendant might justly have been punkhed, but 
the ilflughter iu cold blood of the whole* or n i?f the other 
pnE 4 an.LT-Si, cannot be regarded but with feclmge of abhorrence. 
Shsh Shoojnh was not in u poaation that coold jtmify the inflic¬ 
tion of the estremE penalty for treason^ He had ra-isutcred the 
domiiuouq tn which, einee bis eijaukion, n new generation bad 
grown up, and he bod fonnally ai^sonwd the aovereigntj ^ hut be 
had yet much tp winj of rather hk Britiab nUy had roach to win 
for him. In rakliou to M?bi dark temisftction, thefo k unc ground 
nf BAtjafaction to on Knglkh Enquirer ^tborc ia no evidence to 
shew that it was cauutenanetd by imy Brilkh authonty* 
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whilt was rctjuircfL* The various patties of the 
British force ileetioed to take part in the attack 
were m position before dajbght. The ni^^ht was 
fltoniiy, aiitl loud gusts of wind tendeil to de¬ 
prive the besieged of the opportunity of becom¬ 
ing acquainted ^itb the moTomeiits nf their 
nsgailants from tlie noise with which they were 
inevitably attended. Within the fort a ilmxi 
calm prevailed, not a ahot Wfis fired, and siitiie 
suspicion was entert^iined that the place had been 
evacuated. 

When all were in portion, the attention of the 
enemy was partially diverted by a fabe attack. The 
British batteries ofjeiied. and were answered from 
the fortrefis, Tii the meantime, the esploeinn party 
were preparing themselves for the assault, which it 
was anticipated would put the Britis^h force in fioa- 
soBsion of the place. The ptirty consisted nf Cap¬ 
tain Peut^ of the Bombay engineers; LieotenaJits 
Durand and UPCleod, Bengal engineers; tlires 
serje4mta, and eighteen men of the sappers. The 


* The [dnrrity uid nahle ipirit diApleyed by the craopst t^ven 
under drcuuutBnct^ which might have exenied fome htek caf theses 
qualities, are reuched fur hy iiU who witnesKid their oDuduct. 
Major Hough mysAll the aiek in hoapitBLl cnpoblc of doings 
any duty were put on the inferior camp guarda.' iV wa^/ouAd 
dijiculi tht jwm j'ri kit^Ual; ikry uU dfsirfdto Nar¬ 
rative, 1Dr. Kennedy my ft On viriting the hoapatal tents 

of her Mj^ty'i 2ud imd L 7th negimcntif I waft ftu^rued to Bad 
them cleared of ikk —-the gallant fdiova had all hut riaeti in 
mutiny on their ftiirgeona^ and iiuiated upon joining their enm^ 
nidca,"“KiriiTativt, vol iL p. 46, 
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chiur^e ordinarily pecommuhdetl to bo employed for 
blowing open gntea is sixty to one homlred and 
twenty pounds ofjiowder, but as it wma npprel tended 
that the enemy miglit have taken alunii at the ap¬ 
proach of the British army to that side of the place 
on which the Kiilmot gate was Bituated, tmd might 
thereupon have strengthened the gate,* the ehaige 
w'aa increased to three hundred pounds. The movc- 
menis of the explosion patty were diaeemetl from 
the ramparti^ but the enemy did not |>enetrato their 
precise object. Blue lights were thrown up to 
afford them a better opportunity of ascertaining 
what was in ptogreae, but licing burned from the tO]i 
of the iiarapet instead of being thrown into the pas¬ 
sage below, they afforded little aasistance to thoao 
who employed them. Had they been thrown over, 
it would, in the opinion of Captain I'eat, have been 
intjioBsible to place the powder. As it was, the be¬ 
sieged were content with firing from loop-holes upon 
the explosion party, and those by which thi^ were 
protected, and these random operations prmluced 
little efhjct. The powder accordingly was placed, 
the hose laid, and the train fired. The gate was 
instantly blown away, together with a considcmtde 
part of tlie rriof of the square building in which it 
was placed. Captain Peat was strnck down and 
Btunned, but recovering almost immediately. Lad the 
gratification of finding that the oiieration of which 
he had been the acting conductor had entirely 

• It u uld thiU some HllEin[it* tmtl been umrifi to prop up die 
gftte with beami of timber^ 
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succeeded* Ttic battcHes poured their fire hito 
the works, and the bugle imundcd for tho as-^ 
oaukiog column to push on. U commanded 
by Brigadier Sale, lUid consisted of bur Majestj'a 
2nd, Major Carrutber^; 13th, Major Fitiser; 17th, 
Lieutenant Colonel Crakor; and the Bengal Eu¬ 
ropean regiment. Lieutenant Colonel Orchard. 
The ndvancCf under Lieutenant Colonel Dcnnie, 
entereil the gateway, followed by tlic remainder of 
the coJumiu A series of desperate stnigglcs took 
place within the gateway* and town, and several 

* Tbes difficiilti« eiiccaatjcned in Hw gntewny am thu^ dcacribed 
by ColoDfl Deitnie TL? pesao^ fEirm£i part ul a kttcr 

uB cztbrurt nppL-Aitd in the Asinticr Joamni ferDctober^ 
164^.“^" The jnoflt trying and eriticsl part of tbe cdbiir wkji whea 
1 found myiiclf in the dork of the gnt{?wmy ; tber Idtit lig:ht4 
the euemy hud thrown down becume^ by tJic time we usnrndkd 
tbe mound or qainp, ^tESfigwiabed, and we wem involved bi total 
darkneaa. Af frieud could not be dIsdDgiiifihed from foe„ and 
firing whilst tniKi?[l up with these Tu^nne would bnve bEKUL de* 
Etmctioa to ua, 1 forbade it with nil my imergiee, and nothing was 
done bnt by the ferL Tbe dashing of the Eahre and muaket, and 
ecnaihlo Kiundt of the blows and stahs—tbe cries md gronns of 
those aiiSermg imd tmmpled opocii to onn in coid blocHl wonld 
have been very horrid i but sense with me waa nccupiod in trying 
to find the gate. Neither to the fiont nor to the Leftj nor oven 
long to the right could I peredve one my of light; bnt at last, 
groping and feeling the wall, t i^ieovered to the right haudr Mgh 
□Pi n gbam uf sky or atari^ and foijnd a dense mass of Afghans 
AtiU dosed up the outletp and obscitred the sight so desired. Then 
it was 1 ordafod m volley from the Icsadiiig section^ and tbe cfiR^t 
was complete s down fell tbe ohstadia brfoie ns, mod a cnishiog 
fire kepE up lUCrqjBotiy by ordeiiug * Joaded meu to the ^ont * am 
fut as the hading eecdona gave thdr voUey, brought up, fired, 
while tbose in turn were coveied, and reloaded. Wo had no tiiiiE! 
to prmctiie Ktroet-firing ; but instinct or impulEe supplied the place. 
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officers, amoDgst whom wofl Brigadier Sale.* were 
wounded* As soOJi os the Btorming party had well 
entered the centre fw^uare, tbo enemy made a general 
rush, some for the citadeh florae for the heu&es, fn>m 

Wtim talrlj nisidt I incTPaied my fnmt, got all mto their jiUc« 
that wer& m their Icgf. gm^ the three ehrtft ^rdenad (m the eig- 
mil of ntir haTipg won the gnte). puaheii on fit the cliarge Into 
the hndy of the plaoe^ driting before ua m mighty crowd, who 
ehewed ue tho toad hf the way they 

The entrr of the mnln coltuna wa^ rcbicded in ijonsequeiice of 
muinformEtjen aa to the eueews of the ad^iuiEe j but the piifitake 
WEfl tiaon rectified, and the onward Dmich of the calunm re- 

* The following wcoonnt of the crretmifltwiccft imdcr which thia 
distinguished officer recchfcil his woum! h given by Gnp^n 
Havelock One of thdr number, rushing over the fidlcn llin- 
bera* brought down Bngndier Sale by a cut on the fiice isitb hii 
■harp ihiim-Bbccr (Ajiatic Bahre). The Aflghiiii repeated hii blow 
OB his oppanent was hdllng, hut the pummeh not the edge of bis 
■word, thiB time iccifc effect* though with itLiJiiimg violence. He 
loat his fogtlogK however, in the effort, and Hiilon and Aflgan 
rolled tugether nmong the fmetured timhtra. Thus litmted, the 
firet care of the brigadier waji to master the weapon of his adter- 
snry i be snatched at it, but one of bia fiagera met the ed^ of the 
treuchant blade- He iiiilekly withdrew Ida wounded band and 
adroitly replaced it an that of hii adreranryp so as te keep fast the 
hilt of his diitm-Hhecr. But be had an active uid powerful oppo¬ 
nent, and was himself feint from loss of Mood. Captain Kerihaw, 
ofthe lifth, Bide-de-cump to Brigadier Baumgardt, happened, rti the 
to appmacli the scene of conflict j tho wounded loader recog¬ 
nized and called to him for aid ; Kcrebaw jiassed bia diiwn whre 
throogh the body of the Affgbnn; but still the d^peredn continuEd 
to struggle with frantic violeace* At length, in the fiercts grapple, 
the brigadier for a moment gat nppauwat- Srid retaiuitig the 
weapon of his enemy in bis Idt haod^ he dealt hiuii with his right* 
a eut from hU own sabre, which cleft his ahull from the crown to 
the eyebrows. The Mahomedon once shouted * Up. UUhh 1 ‘ (Db. 
God!) and never spoko or moved agnln/'—Norrmtire, vol. ii. 
pp. 79* BO. 
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which those who gained possession of them ke]^t up 
an armoying fire on the Bpitifib force below* To tlio 
attack of the citadel luer Majesty^s 13th and ifth 
regiments xnovedi the latter leadings This was 
the residence of the governor. There, the female 
members of the principal families had been collected, 
and there, too, was the magazine and granary. A 
strong resistance was expecten], hnt none was offered. 
The on arriving at the gaLu^ forced its way 
in, follrtwod closcdy by the 13 th j anrb while those 
below were waJehing for the effects of the heaw firc^ 
which it was anticijiated wo old I>e potircd on tlie 
assailants; the feeling of ansicty was Fuddenly ex¬ 
changed for that of gratified astonishment, hy the 
display of the colours of the two i^^giments nn the 
top of the upper fort. The garrison had abaiidoniH:l 
their guns and flcfl in all direct ions, casting them¬ 
selves dowiij in some instances, from immense 
heights in the hope of efTeciing their escape- The 
firing from the houses was kept up for some time 
after the capture of the citadel. Some fanatical 
Aflgdians^ who had eucceetled in picking off men 
from the parties employetl in clearing the strecU, 
obstinately rcfiisetl quarter, and when escape was 
impossible, voluntarily rushed on deaths consoled bv 
reflecting that they ilJecl fighting the battle of the 
faith, and with the wellwUmed "shots which had 
sent so many inJiclels to therr etenial home yet 
ringing in their ears. The reserve, under Sir Wib 
Inngliby Cotton, which had entered imnredlately 
after the storming t^^rty, succeeded in ctuaring 
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nmnj of the houses ’which had a^ 0 Tdf?il slid ter to 
coTubatauts of this description. 

Hjdcr KhaUp the governor^ liad been led by the 
falsa attack o’waj from the point where the real 
danger lay^ On learning that the British troopa 
were entering from an opposite direction» lie rode 
backp but it was only to find that all ’was loat. Ho 
aucccedod in reaching the citadelp though not with- 
o’nt being exposed to some peril r almyonet pas^d 
through the waistband of his dresa, and Iiia homo 
rearing, he waa in danger of faliingt the retfult of 
which would have been instant death ; but he reco¬ 
vered himsdfp and finally surrendered to two oiBcers 
of the Bengal army,* 

“In sieges and atomiings,” observed Sir John 
KeanCt in a general order issued after the capture 
of Glm^iieop “ it does not fall to the lot of cavaiiy 
to bear the sumo coosjdcuous part as the two other 
nrrofi of the profcisioii." On occasion, indeed^ 
the enipioyment of the cavalry, in the only dtitj for 
which it was Etted, was delttV(!d by the nppiehpnsiou 
of an attack on the British camp, or on the rear of 
the storming party. It was tJumglit that Dost Ma¬ 
homed Klkan might march to the relief of GhiiKiiee, 
and one of hiM sons, Meer Ufzul Kliaup. ’with a foiro 
of five thousand horse^ actnaJlj in the it7ime<liate 
neighbourhood. It appears that he heard the firings 
and waited only for daylight to learn the state of 
aftjiirs in Ghu^nee. Daylight came, and by its aid 

* CiLptftui A. W, TayWr. at iliA lAt Eujt]|Kiui regimenc, aad 
Ca^Liiiii O. A. of tJic artlRcry. 
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the Briti&h fiag was seen wairing on the Dimmit of 
the forttesa, Mecr Ufml Khan, tticteii|ionT made 
his way back to Kabool with all speedy ahandoaing 
his elephants and the whole of his Ixiggage. The 
same light which wamed the AfTghan commander to 
with dm Wj Bhewe^l to the British geneml that no 
reason existed for restraining hifl caToliy from jiur- 
smug the fhgitJves, 

The loss of the enemy in the opemtions at Ghuz- 
nee docs not appear saBceptible of being estimated 
with any rcnsonahle confidence of approaching accu¬ 
racy ; but It was undoubtetlly greati* That of the 
British ^~aB comparatively aniall^ amoutidng onfy to 
one hundred and ninety-one olScera and men kiilect, 
wDuntled, and missings In the firt^t class, that of 
killedi not a single officer was included^ but several 
were desiiemtety woundetl. Among those who fluf* 
fenod most were Major Warrciit of the 1st Bengal 
European regiment* and Lieutenant lIozlewODdi of 
the some. 

A few days of repose followed the storming of 
Ghnznt^o, and during the interval^ Nawaub Jubbur 

* UpwurdE of hundivd were blled mthiD the wiJl3» About 
fifteen hiPidred ptwciiierB mte nuuie, hut mth few exe^rdemi tliey 
were! it bda^ (it k rappond) mcoELmuent to keep tliem- 

Some were Hindis, found in the ontworlcs, who deekred thitt they 
hftij hren preeeed iiitn the Kmi^e* The ehief pinner wns o oodTO 
of Hlnilo&taB. Hi »ac£i^ed In cmikm^ bk GM,pe, bnt enbsc* 
i^ocutlj cs^me in HJid gave the foliowmg flurOe ajoeount of hia feel- 
tiigB on the pcambn : — Am eocm tm I besord the explosiMi. I knuw 
the git» were bkrWQ open, and that you would Btonn the fort 
and take it without eaeaUuie, and 1 thought it time to be — 
Honglda Nitffatwn, 
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Khun, brother of Dost amve<! at the 

camp with an overtuio for accomniodatioru 
The proposal waB^ that Shoojah should be ackiiow- 
Icdgod the aov^eign, but that Dost Maliomcd 
shuiild be bis vizier* The answer on the part of 
tlie allies was, that Dost Mahomed wonld be pro^ 
vided for, but that he could not be retoitied in 
Adgliaiiifitan os vizier^ nor be permitted to reside 
there at all, but must proceed to India. To this 
condition it was replied^ that Dost Mahomed would 
not on any terms coiiBont^ and the negotiation 
ended* 

On tJjo 30th of July the army began to move 
towards KabooL Oil its approach* Dost Mahomed, 
like his brothers at Kandahar, fled,* and on the 7th 
of Augnstj the Shah, under tlte protection of the 
British force^ made Iiis public cnti^' into his mpltal* 
ft was graced by all the marks of honour which the 
British authorities could offer, and was deficient in 

* Siglit WM sooDL IfTLcnm ill the Britieili caiop, Biiiltt jsirt of 
Shnlk SliDoj^'i force diHpatclied in punsmt af Mm, wiUi a mmall 
detfttJunimt rrotn Ibat of the under CnpUia Outnim. H&d 

fhii, ofiic^ been epayed tci give effect to Me owa views^ the fugi- 
tire chief would speedily Men overtfikca i but the SheJi’t 
officer hod do deflire for such a rcauJtp uud contnvrd effectually 
to avert It, Thia pcffttip wai Hadjee Khan Kiikur. Kc had 
miicd LiniB«lf &vm the rank of a dealer in mclnnd to that of a 
powerfiil chief, upd waa uotorioun for the Tenotihty anti inaiu- 
oetity which hod marked hia curer. He had tendered hii 
aUegiiizice fo Sbab Bhixgahf when the fartnnes of tlml priocu 
appeared liain^, and by bim he had been nominated NuHeerHOod* 
Dowlah, defender of tM state* MUofftblc inuBt be the cwiitiDa 
of a etatc disfoiuied m Hadjee KMm Kakur qq this oceuloa 
" defonded the ihranc of hia Duutcr Sliah Shqojah. 
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nothing' but the congwtulations of tlio pooplo over 
whom the reRtored King ’wns to reign.* He how¬ 
ever Appeared to have felt himself secure, either in 
the affootioDs of kis subjects or the strength of his 
allies, and he proceeded to exereisc one of the fuao 
tJonB of rojaltv in Eunnican fashion, by institLiting 
an order of knighthood, fmrned on the model of the 
British Order of the Bath^ To the honour of this 
institution the ofljeere nf the ** Army of the Indus” 
were to lie lilK?rnlly admitted, as well as a few distin¬ 
guished civil fanctionaries, the latter being selected 
by Mr. Maennghten, envoy and minigiterf and iho 
former by Sir John Keane.f 

* The tT?cq>tioii of tlic AiT^fliaa misumrcH by tht dtEz^s of his 
enpitzJ ieeifiR to Imv-e b^on of ii vesy lobcr elutnicter^ ■■ Nonfl 
crifid^ ^ God hUf? him r " AH rEjKirtfli m to tliii effect. Mmjor 
Hou(jb savf I " The people were very orderly j tliere nm ios- 
meiiM eftawdit I every place in tbe tinni. wo* filled with them. Ai 
the Kini^ advanced tLey up, ciiid ■when he paired gn they 
TOfroated theinflclve^. This mm t;h& ooiy demoriEtratioa of }ny in¬ 
hibited cm the o«a*iDB.^*--NiirriittVT 2 ^ p.25i. Captaio Havelock's 
testimony is quite recQQeUable with tlvla We did not hear, 
m thi* oecaBion^ Tvithin the widls of KabooJ, the noiay &ccliim&- 
tioDi of a Britiflli or oil Atlieniaii tneb; hut the ^rpre^iem of coun-- 
tenancea iodicAied ready ecquieecenccp er umclLin^ mare, id the 
pew itRte of thinga." — Niumd^'e, vol. ii. p. US. Dr. Keopedy 
la itu main copcuiai—If the Kandahnriet coat bnvea of bread 
nod flovfera before hit Majeaty, 1 can hunejitly eay, that the Kabop- 
iiea did not fling him eltlier a erui^t or a noaegay. nor about a 
lingk welcome that lenehcd my hesu-jog; a aulien, Hurly Buh- 
mipsion |o what could not be hiJpcdi end an enger determiiiJilion 
fco make the lUDat that could be made^ of exlRtiug circumatajicea, 
and tiire them to accotant, appeared to be the gcnciol feebng rn- 
tvTtnfnpdr wltboirt mach attempt at di^gQlie, by the good citiEena 
of Kah«il."“^NBirrativo, vnl. ii. p. 83, 

t Tlie new mntitutc of chivBlry wu coiled the Daonmec " 
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Oti the 3rd of SepttTnber the for^ nnder Colonel 
AVado* arrived at KabooU It bad moved from 
FeahaviTir in May, on Colonel AA^ado receiving in-- 
telligence of tlie march of the British army from 
Knndabar for Ghui!nee and KahooL It proceeilcd 
through the Khjher Paps, -u'here the chief obstacle 
to its progrcM 'w ai? the fort of Ali Mnsjid. Poesesaion 
of tlm wnfl obstinately coutettted for a time; but the 
advancing force having ocoiipied some hills vi'hicii 
conimnuded the fort, the garriMon ahandunenl it- 
Tbis aeijuiBition was purolnised nt the e^vjicnse of 
about a hnndrud and eighty killed and wounded- 
The loss of the enemy is believed to have been of 
lesa amount. tu Such , a warfare ” fiats Major 
Houghtf ” the enemy, from a perfect knowledge of 

Ordi^. It eeeitit tbnt tben? was n scorcity of bUj« fg-f the mvee- 
titurv of the and tjiut only three coukl TeccitV: these 

bttclgee of compboionahip, the remninder iMiiiig obhired to he 
content with ^ few gnungiia wurdu (torn Lbe ^ahy pTnmMug that 
lLc start should he forwirded to them at a future tijiio+ 'lliii 
mpportraniDcne of ^lory nmon^ the milltBiy did oroB la all emea 
give Among the diactmteuted! was the deatb^defying 

leader oC llio forlorn hope at Ohumee, ecnceniing whcim Mnjer 
Hough ha* the follnwing nota (NarmJtLVe. p. 126-1): '* lieuleufijit- 
Colcincl Dcupie, CJ]., hud commended a brigad* at one penod 
ef the eatapsigii^ I'le entered the inny on the ‘2Sth OctobeTi 
ISOl* As major^ he w'as wounded ou the 15th December, 183*1 • 
in one of the many attacks un the Btockades diom^ the Burmese 
wnr* ^nuB officer led at^thc Bturm of Ghuxnce, 

July* lS39i Dii decUpcd the tUrd chiaB of the orders being 
Already a Cdt. Esuiept four, I^utenonUGulQtud Denuiehad beea 
much longer in the mmy than those hnuoured with the second 
of the order.'^ 

• Bee page 1 SC. 
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eveiy nook and eonior, and every rook near their 
position^ would lose less than the attacking; partj/^ 
TIjo defence of All Musjid being provided for, 
Colonel Wade pursued bis coorsu to Jelalabad, 
of which he took posaessionp and then, without 
encoanteiiug further oppoaUioii, to Calxjol- 

About the time of the firrival of th^ Shazada^s 
artny at Kaboof, tbofie by whom the Shah had been 
restored to bis throne were warnotl tliiit though this 
object was achieved, they were yet practically in an 
enemy s country. Lieutenant-CoiouLd Heiiiy, of tho 
37th Bengal native infantiy, was marching in charge 
of a treasure convoy fn>m Kandahar to Kabool; on 
arriving at a place called Hyder Kheii, about thirty- 
five iniJea bcjoiifj Ghmsnce, be strolled up some 
hiljs in the vicinity of Tiis encampment accompanied 
by two other officers, and followed at aorne distanco 
by an orderly havildar md two aepoys. The officew^t 
who^ M'ith singular impnidence, had wamlered forth 
mianncd, wore suddenly attacked by a [lorty of a 
free booting tribe called Kojuks; thoy retreated to- 
wanls their camp, which two of them succeeiled in 
reaching, but Colonel Henry fell mortally wtiuruled. 
Tho havildar and sepoys wore not slow in advniv- 
oing to protect their conimutider, but the nuniliera 
opposed to them rendered their services of no avniL 
luid the havildar was eeveroly woundeci Some weeks 
afterwards the party of Kojuka were attacked by a 
force under Major Muclaren, the British coramnndor 
at Ghuznee, at Kolaln, a village about thirty-two 
miles distant from that place. The freelaiotefs wort; 
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foiuid posted at the baae of flome rocky lieights, tip 
"wLicii they 0ed after receiving the fire of the Bntish - — 

party. They were pursued, and though they made 
RD obstinate defence—^making tho best use of the 
'vantage ground, and plying their matclilocka with 
great assiduity and perseverance—the whole force 
were either killed or made prifiouers. The spoil 
afforded amplo evidence of the activity ami eneceHs 
with wllicb the vaiir|uishcd Kojuka carried on their 
predatory occupation at the expense of the British 
army. 

JJotwithatanding this and many other indications 
of the general prevalence of hostile feelingB, it was 
deemed safe to withdraw from Aflghnnistan the larger 
imrt of tho force Avliich had seated Shah Shoojah on 
ita throne. A part of the Bengal force was to remain 
under the command of Glenenil Nott and Colonel 
Sale; the remainder, with the commander-in-chief, 
wore to march homoward, and the whole of the 
Bombay column were to take the same course. The 
march of tho latter was soon distiuguiflhed by an 
imjmrtant achievement undertaken to avengo a 
scries of injuries committed several months before. 

During tho advance of the army of tho Indus, 
in tho spring, Mohmb Khan, the ruler of Kclot, 
a tieloocbce state, whilo professing friendly feelings 
towards the British govertimeiit, had employed all 
tho means and inHitence at his disposal in counter¬ 
acting their views and impeding tho progress of 
their arms. Of the acts of plunder and outrage 
by which the advancing army was inconvenienced. 
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CF^- Mehnib Khan ’was a prim a instijs^Cor; nml hU mflu- 

- cnco over the preilatoiy tribes being greut, his [lower 

of in citing to miachief made a fearful addition to 
the ddficultiee with which that army liad to contend. 
His ofTcncea had been [iti^ed over till the e^twhliah- 
ment of Slmh ShooJaU in Kebooh puftlyt ^ it 
Beem% from a ho{>c of making him inatm mental to 
tlie procurciiient of snpidies; but hia treachery 
remaining nnabnted and lib hostility nnsubtlued, it 
woa resolved to Tisit hig Crimea bj depoaal, find to 
elevate iv relation to the throne from wiitch lie was 
to be removed. The task of effecting thb ehatigo 
was assigned to Major-Geneml Willfebire, who* tin 
arriving at Quetta, niarclied Ln tho direction of 
Kclat W'itli a brigade composed of two Quecn^s 
regiments and one of native infantry^ two gutis 
of the Bombay horse artillery, four of the Sbali's^ 
and a detail of engineers. On approaching Kelat 
the brigade was attached by a body of ho^e» and 
Bklnni&liing continued till the Britisl; force arrived 
in aight of the place- It then apfieared that three 
heights on Iho N.W. face of tlio fort were covered 
vvith infantry, with five guns in position^ protected by 
small parapet w alla* Captain Pewv chief engineer^ rc- 
Ijorteil that nothing could bo expected till jKi^^esiion 
of these heights had changed hands. Major Will- 
shire immediately detennined on Btorming them. 
Three columns of attack w’ere formed. eommimdod 
respectively hy Major CorruthorB, of the Queen a 2ud, 
Lieutonant-Culonol Croker, of the Qneerib 1 ftli, and 
M^or Wilson, of the Slsi Ucngal light infantiy^ 
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tho wliol© under the eommaiKl of Brigadier Baum- 
gurdt. A biU ’'tbs allotted to each column, oud 
the artillery under Brigadier StepbeuBon having 
opened fire on the enemy, the troops moved forward 
under its cover aiul commenced ascending. Before 
they reached the Bnmmits the enemy had yielded to 
the firo of the artillery and fled; iiaving made an 
effort to earn' off their guns, in ’which, however, 
they failed. Conceiving it possible tliat on entry 
might be gained by closely following the fugitives 
from the heights, Gcneml Willahiro directed a rush 
for the pur(iaso, hut the attempt -was defeated, the 
gate Ifciilg closed heforo the assailantfi could reach 
it. Four companies which had been detached under 
Major Pcimycuick, of her Majesty’s ITtli. to occupy 
Some gardens in the vicinity of the place, were now 
brought up and dispersed wherever shelter cnuld he 
found, to await the result of the operations of the 
artillciy'. • These were directed to’n'ards opening a 
way for them. Two guns from the heights were 
poured against the defences above the gate, two 
others w'cre turned agninst the gate itself; the 
lemaining two wore sent round by the rood leading 
up to tho goto, to aid in its demoUtiun. The fire of 
the last t-wo was not commencefi till within two 
hundred yards of the object at which it was directed; 
and after a few rouiida, onc-Iialf of the gate was 
knocked in. This being porceh'ed by General 'W'ill- 
shire, he iwle forwanl pointing to the gate, thereby 
intimating that it was open—a signal no sooner 
jwrceivwi tbnri obeyed by the prompt tush of tho 
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troops from their coTer to the “breach. Tlie com- 
pauiea uoder Major Pennycnick, being tbo tieare^t 
to the gate, were firet in; they were closely followed 
by the storming columns, tbe whole oDtering under 
B heavy fire frem the works and the interior^ the 
enemy making a obstinate resistance and 

disputing every inch of ground. 

A company of her Majesty’s 17th regiment was 
now detached with a body of native infantry to 
Bccnio the heights near w'hich the eon them angle of 
the fortress is sitnated, and intercept the escape of 
the garrison from that side* The heights were 
mpidly carried^ and the nnitod detachment then 
nish^H) on to the gate on that side, driving a party 
of the enemy before them, who suceeedod in cloffing 
the gate* but had not time to secure it. It was, 
therefore^ speedily burst open, and a second entmuce 
thus effected. The party by w^hom this bad l)een 
porfonned were beie joined by two companios from 
the reserve of the I7th^ and two of the Shah’s guns 
which bad proceeded by another route. The gtms 
wero intended to blow open the gate» but that 
operation being unnccesgiiry, they were immediately 
placed in position to bear on the eitadelp wliich still 
remained in possession of the enemy* The infantry 
party uniting with those w'ho had carriefl the gnte^ 
the whole proceeded through the town towards the 
still resisting citadel* An entrance therein w as at 
length foumlp but the conflict did not terminate with 
tlio capture of the gate. The enemy continued to 
fight w ith despemte valour^ and resistance was pro* 
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tjract^d long after it could be available in regard to 
tUe possession of the place. Vast numbers of the 
enemy ivere destroyed; and among the slain waa 
Melirab Khtin» whose death i™ far more creditable 
than had been his life. Me fell at the head of hia 
people, sword in hand;—^he hud lived a rohher, hat 
he died as a soldier; and though the issno of the 
combat, in which be was laid h>^\ transferred hui 
stronghold into the hands of stmiigem, it must, in 
Justice, be admitted, that it was not inglorious I y 
maintnined^ The British standard waved in triumph 
over the loftiest towers of Kelat, hut it was md 
planted there without a struggle, which conferred 
liiinonr on those who resisted, as well as on those 
who aided Its elevntiom^ 

It is supposed that about four hundred of the 
garrison were Idlled. Several hundred prisoners 
were taken :* a few of those, deemed likely to 
be dangerous, if at large, being retainwl in confine¬ 
ment, and the remainder liberated. The loaa on the 
side of the British was heavy— especially bo, vHth 
reference to the fiict that a consiilerahle portion 
of Major Willflhire’'s force was not engaged, ami 
to the fibortness of the contest; not ciuite an bnur 
having elapsed from the formatinn of the columns 
for attack to the period w'hen the ln>ops wore within 
the fort. Thirty-two officers and men were killed, 
and a hundred aud seven wounded. 

Tlmt part of the British army which waa retDming 
under Sir John Keane met with little that would 
* Ca|vtftiii OutwnnAFfl (2,000} two thounnil. 


CHAP. 


HXSTOEV of tite 


xxx. 


20fi 

itffbrd interest in tlie recital, though its difficultiGs 
from the loss of camob and similar disasters were 
acareely mferior to those which attenJcnl its advance. 
The wild tribes, moreover* who dwell in tlio vicinity 
of the Khyher Pass, caused some aunopnee. TJiese 
men had long been aecuatomed to eel I their forl iexir- 
atme for money* They had been BOlwidi^ed both 
by the Doomnee princcB and by Dost ilahomcd 
Khan^ and they were to have been BuMidiised by 
Shah SLoojah- S(jme miBapprehenaion and d el ay* 
however^ arose; and a meeting wliich was meditated 
between Colonel Wade and the Khyberee chiefs, 
from aome never took placCi The trjhce 

constantly sought to revenge themaelvca on the 
British force* and in ^ome instances guceeeded in 
carrying off considerable pltintler, A partyi^ return¬ 
ing from escorting a convoy of provisiotis to Ali 
Musjid, was attacked* several handreil camels car¬ 
ried offj and, with atrocious erueltj% niaimed^ to 
prevent their being made serviceablo if reenveredp 
A regiment of Seika accompanied the Britbh party 
on this occasion, bnt they manifested little of the 
Homliko character claimed by their chiefs* As soon 
as the attack commenced, they rarii mid, says Major 
Houghs ** never stopt tiQ they got out of the l^ass." 
Their flight threw the whole party into cDiifuflion. 
Another party, a few days afterwardSf dispatched to 
convoy amtnunitiou to Ali Mnsjid* waSj, in like 
manner, attacked on its return* but made a good 
defence, and drovo off the enemy* Terms of agree¬ 
ment were subsequently settled by Lieutenant 
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Mackeson, hat immediately afterwards broken by 
tbc Kliybcreort by an attack made apon a detacb- 
menl ntarchiDg from Jelalabad, under Lieutcnant- 
Coloiiel Wheeler, of tbe Bengal native mfiuitry. 
This attai'ik was cbaracterijceJ by great treacbory, as 
the Khyliereca manifosted indications of friendly 
feelings up to tbe moment of commencing it- The 
British troops behaved adniitnbly, and repulsed tbo 
assailants: tho manner in which the bayonet wjw 
used by some sepya of tlie 37th native infantry, 
who had scarcely jtassed the period of boyhood, was 
spoken of in terms of admiration by their officers. 
Ultimately terms were ttmde with the barbarous 
hordes, by the [>ereonal iuterference of Mr. Mac- 
nagliten. 

A general order, dated tbc2itd of January, 11^40, 
aimouiiccd tho breaking up of the “ army of the 
Indus;” and this will be a fitting opportunity for 
noticing tho honours besstowed on those engageii in 
the e^tpedition to Afighanistait. In addition to the 
thanks of parliament and of the Bast-1 ud in Com¬ 
pany, tho goverDor-goneml, Lord Auckland, received 
from the favour of tho Eovereign an advanced step 
in the peerage, l»{ng created Earl of Auckland. 
Sir John Keane was created a peer, and tho bounty 
of parliament adde<1 to the grace of the Crown, liy 
tbe grant of a pension of two thousand pounds a 
year to the general and his two neit bcira male. 
Mr. Maeuaghten and Colonel Henry Pottinger 
were creatcfl baronets; Colonel Wado obtiiinctl tbe 
honour of kniglithooil; Sir Willoughby Cotton rc- 
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ceiled the Gimud CroEs of tho Balh; Gonera.1 Will* 
&hire^ Colonel Thackwell, and Colonel Sale ^erc 
made kuighta tommandcrB; and Colonels J* Sentt» 
PerPse,Cioker, aiid R.MacdoDald:^ com panions of that 
order; whilo^ bj an extensive grant of brevet rank, 
the merits of several other officers were recognised * 

The constitution of the army of the Indus was 
formally dissolved, and the serricos of many of its 
officers who had enjoyed opiiorlunitiefl of distrn- 
gnishing themselves luni lx*on acknowledged. Shah 
Shoojah had taken his seat on the throne of Affghan- 
istan, and the functions of government, as far as they 
were exercised at all, were carried on in hia name. 
But ilicre a vast amount of dissalisfactioii pre» 
vailing in the widely extended territoiiea whicii tfie 
Shall aspired to rule; and though the bayoncta of 
his European alUes fiail driven into exile the cldefe 
wfio previously claimed sovereignty at Kandahar 
and Kabooh there were spirits in every part of the 
country reatly, at any momont tlmt seemed to pro¬ 
mise a chance of success, or oven without this temp¬ 
tation, to manifest their dislike to the Testore<t 
prince, and thoir determination not to submit to his 
^ay. In one uisiance of this tiatnre occurring early 
in 1840, the British arms sustained a reverse. A 
refractoiy chief, named Syud Hoshien, had token 

* Major Hotigli poLots oat, appeiTcntl^ with Auqprrise^ tfant 
Cqlnoel Dcmiie, notwithsUndin^ hb long Bisnriise (ibirty-elglit 
yum), hii ^tingnubed militiiiy dtonctiTj and hh galloEt oon- 
dact m ths campaign, vliicti kd to l\w batowo] cl theve honoura 
And TVvruxkg wu nltogcthcr paaoed over in the dLatribotion of 
tbeiD. 
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iip^biB ulxidc ill ti fort nniriod Pishoot^ sitURted aTioiit cuap^ 

{LftTmiltis from <7cla1alja<i| to tliBlodge bitii, Lioute-' —_ 

mint ColoDf^l Orchard was diaputclicd with a Porco 
consisting of a wing of tLo 39t1i Bengal natiTo in¬ 
fantry, eighty men of one of the Co'nipany'a Euro¬ 
pean regiments, twenty sappers, a troop of cavalry, a 
regiment of the Shah’s infantry, and another of that 
prince’s cavaln^ with three guns. The march was 
performed amidst torrents of rain. On the morning 
of the lath of January, tho gtins and troops having a. d. mo. 
been brought into position at an early hour, the 
attac^k commenced. After two iiours liring, a prac¬ 
ticable breach being made on each aide of the gate. 
Lieutenant Pigou, with a small party of Europeans 
and Bcpovfl, advanced and entered. By s(»mc mis¬ 
take, the bugler with the party sounded an advance, 
and, in couseciuencc. the atorming column ruEhed on. 

It appeared, however, that there was an inner gate; 
the uwiour of the stunners was thereu[Hi(i chocked 
by an unlookud-for older to stop and seek for cover. 

An attempt was then made to blow open the inner 
gate, but the powder, having become wet from the 
continued rain, would not explode; and, moreover, 
its quality is said to have Ijeen so had, that bad it 
been dry, there was but little chance of its being 
effective.* 

Another attempt to blow open the gate wjus 
made, with no better success, and tho second failure 

* It was of CQuntty nuumfiirftiftr, and ii dtMribed hj a eorre- 
apondimt of odc of the Indihn newepapen u little bctttr tbiw 
|X3wdered cWcooJ. 
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dtfciiled th& question of prolonging tbe attaek- The 
stock of ammunition ^ras exhausted, and tbo inner 
gate still mocked tie efforts made for its doatme- 
tion. Tbe troops bad been for several hours exposed 
to a deluge of rain, and to a harasiiig fire from tbo 
fort—^it Tvas obviously useless to subject them 
further to tliese annoyatices, and they were accord¬ 
ingly withdraTHTi. The attack bad thus feilwl to 
drive the garrison frftni tho fort, but it ivas not 
U'itbont effect in terrifying tbem. for they 'withdrew 
soon after its discontinuance, not only from Pisboot, 
but also from another fort in the vicinity, conveying 
■with tbutn, there is reason to believe^ every thing of 
value, for notbing was found in tlie places evacuated 
but some very small stores of grain and gunpowder, 
Tbe officers and men engaged in this unfortunate 
attack manifested the greatest aeal and gaUantry 
under circumstances perhaps more discouraging than 
tbe ordinaiT acconnnaniments of an assault. The 
loss was considerable, and the ill auccess of tbo 
attempt fibewed but too clcnrly that tbo reduction 
of the fort liad been undertaken with insufficient 
means. Captain Abbott seems to have done all 
tliat was practicalile with his few guns, of no great 
calibre, and liis wortblees powder; but with mate¬ 
rials BO inflde(|uate to tbe 'work to be performed, 
courage, coolness, and mUitaiy skill were alike un¬ 
availing. 

In March it tiecamc neccssajry to attack a mud 
fort, in the vicinity of Bomian, belonging to a 
petty chief of the Huzareb tribe. The necessity 
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f>rij[T^nAt( 5 rl in one of those apparentlj unneconfitAhlo 
chruiges in t)ic feeling of the people, or ratlier in 
their nianifti^tut ioii of it, of which esi tnttny in^tancea 
occurrod. The Britlali commi&sariat hail for some 
time been accustomed to obtain supplies from the 
valley in whicli the fort is situate, and apparently 
these were fiirtiiehed with perfect good-will. Sud¬ 
denly and utieicpeetedlyT the conduct of the tlu^rohs 
changed, and an iipplication at otie of tlieir forts for 
a Email quantity of grain was met, not only with a 
refusal to sell any^ hut with defiance, threats, and 
even peraooal outrage* Explanation was roquiredf 
but not obtainedH and, in consequence, a smAl) iwirty, 
under Captain Garbett^ was detached to seek, by 
force, that redress wliicb remonstrance had failed] to 
procure. The fort selected for attack was situated 
between four and tl ve hundred yards from the hum 
of a table-knd, the Bumndt of which was crowneil 
by moil armed with matchlocks, who kept up a hot 
fire ou the troops liolow. Unfortunately the gato 
of the fort was imniediiitely opposite to this clovated 
land, so that the British iiarty, in assaulting, were 
oxp[>eci] to n fire both in front and rear; to add to 
their perils, a third fire was commenced from some 
heights on their loft. They had only two guns^ 
one of these was brought to boar on the gate, the 
other opened a fire of shrapnels and round shot on 
the table-land* which wa5 soon cleared^ while a 
charge of infantry and cavalry up tho hoiglits on the 
left prrrfluced the like effect in that quarter. To 
the nieantiiiie Lieutenant Mackenzie had eneceeded 
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in breaking down the gate. A pnrtv, headed hj 
Lieutenant Broadfoot, entered, and the fnrt was 
soon carried. The garripoii, lioweyer, retreated to 
the tower, irhitlier the asBailants followed them, 
making repeated attempt? to force their way in, but 
without auceess. As a laet reflource, the tow'cr was 
fireHl at the base, but this failed to drive out ita 
inmates, and all the men were either burned or 
suffocated. The women and children were saved, 
])aving Ireen removed to a spot where the fire had 
not yienetrated when the captors entered. This 
affair was of sin ail importance, but it d€servM re¬ 
cord, Imth as marking the spirit of the people with 
whom the Itritiflh force bad to contend, and as 
reflecting great credit on the small party by whom 
the achievement was gainctl. 

Further illustration of the degree of repose likely 
to be enjoyed by Shah Sboojah ami his ally was 
affonled by an outbreak of the GbiIJies. This event 
was not very remarkable: the Ghiljies had ever 
been a wild and lawless tribe, yielding steady obe¬ 
dience to no ruler or dynasty, and, consequently, no 
deep Tcverencc for tlic restored King was to be 
looked for from tbetu. It was, however, pfHiuisito to 
impow* some check mpon their lawless movements, 
if the authority of Sliah Shoojali was to l>e Jitiy 
thing more than nominal. A party of cavalry, under 
Captain Tayltir. of the European regiment, and 
Captain Walker, of the 4tU horse, were diHpatchoil 
for the purpose. These were subsequently joinetl 
by a detachment of infiiutry and cavalry, under 
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C«i)taiii CcKiringtoc, aaJ, at a later periofJ, bv a 
rt'ginient tif the Shah’s infantry aiiil four giiiw of the 
horse artillery, under Captoia W. Aiidereoii. of the 
ftengul artillery. On the 10th of May, theeombitmd 
force eneouiitorcd and defeated a large body of the 
insurgents. Another oxpeslition diKpatehed from 
Kiibool, under Colonel Wallace, was equally success¬ 
ful. Severn] forta, the stroiiglioldfl of tlio trouble- 
some chiefa, wore hlow ti up • and if the tribe wore 
not thus con verted into good and peaceable snljiccto, 
tliey were, ivt least, aw*cd into acspiisrsconce, while 
their pon'ors of resistance wore considenihly ini- 
jtaired. 

in another quarter the British arms met with a 
fearful iniefurtuiie. Lieutenant Walpole Clark, a 
young officer of distinguished zeal ami bravery, left 
the fort of Kahun, which had been nociipied by the 
English, for the purps>fle of pmcuringwipplies, having 
with him a small party uf infantry, a few* horse, and 
about five huudrcsl cairuels. While halting for rest 
iiml rGfn.-slimciit, he was attacked hy the Bekw -hees 
ill vast nuiiibeni, and his ^Karty, almost to a man, cut 
filK It hiifj been said that the uuhn|i|iy result wins 
causcil by tiio commander of the dcv<ited party 
[icrsisting in lialting his men in a position of ex- 
trciiio danger, in oppoBitiun to Iwtter advice. How 
far this was the fact can never laJ known; but what¬ 
ever liiight he the degree of error committed in this 
Ksitoct, it was not aggravated by any lack of spirit 
wlieii tbc danger burst; for Lieutenant Cbirk maiti- 
tuiiicd to tbo lust the cliaractcr wlijeli be had 
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previously established. He shared the fate which 
overwhelmed those whom lie led. 

Another disaster shortly followed ia the re-«ipttirc 
of the fortress of Kolat. The Uritish gnvcnuneiit 
had given to this place a new chief, a descendant of 
on elder branch of the house of which the deceofied 
niler, Mehrab Khan, was a member. Either from 
deficiency of force, or fn>m an undue confidence, the 
defence of tho phiee had bc?eii iutrusted to this 
chief and a garrison of the countly, A British 
officer, Liontciiaut Lovoday, w.ts, indeed, there with 
a few sepoys, but tho number was utterly insuflicient 
for the defence of tho place; more eBpeciiitly as, in 
addition to the dauger without, there was for more 
from treachery within. An attempt was made to 
carry the place by oscnlndc, the assailants being 
helped up by their iiionds in the garrison. Tho 
opportune appearance of a small party of sepoys 
frustrated tho success of this jmyect, Seveml of 
tho enemy were brought down, and some of those 
who were aiding their entrance justly shared their 
fate. This state of things was protracted for several 
days, when all hope of dufending the place with 
such a garrison w'as given up, and the chief capitu¬ 
lated. Lieutenant Lovedaj was made prisoner, and 
BuTjsequcntly murdered. 

Pressing hard upon this calamity came another 
nioTu heavy. The destruction of Lieutenant Clark 
and his party, who was proceeding to procure supplies 
for Kahun, had rendorod it neceasnty that some 
moans should l>c fun nil to meet the approaching 


BKirrSH EMPtllE IN IWPIA, 


215 


deficiency wliich ^v*ag to bo approhendetl there.* For Cttk ?. 
this inirpostv Major Clibliom was tljspatohed on the — 
I2tb of August wiUi a eonToy from Sukkur. Hifl 

* Thp noHc ipiiit hi whicli thia plncc waa defcniliMi by tb* 
CDmiBandwt, CBpCniii Brown. SOth nftrire infonby, u Uluatreted 
by m ptlniPt from a private letter vritten by him, whioli appeared 
io the Jaurnol, December, IMO. '■ My aiteetiim." be 

WTittB. *■ Jg not Hn enviable aoc, but far from pfinloua j for tbou^b 
I have the whole ofthW tribe n^miut me, and anport of usothw 
—the Kojnlrt—ebotat to join them. I feel eonfideat, with Oad't 
blHBin^, of being able to hold my port agi^ them till I obtain 
Tvlicf. I have been ttpengthenmg iny«eW k oveiy poEwble way, 
with liitchee, double walla, atnkes. aed pttliaadH. My walla, 
nine hundrtd ywda, ate finr too ettonrive for the number of men 
I K) that T gtnjiigtlieTwd a small umtt fort t33 ££iJl bact 
OQ. hi the met of bring overpowered by superior uumbem.’" In 
the follDwhig panBuge Captain Brown adds bis teeHmony to that 
of many offioeH who bad preceded him in beoring witnesa to the 
military qualities of the eepoy :—"Do uot think me preaumptiiaua, 
but the fact i», I ba^o reason to think much higher of tim Hspoya 
than acme wiitera in the papers appear to do [ partieularly t have 
every confidence in the pfacA of the old fegiment ? die oondurt of 
the ^ haa been and contiauM most adrolrnhle,'' The sotcrity 
of the doty flppeiM ffoni another passage in the letter; " At night 

every men ia on duty, and cash division and man haa a porticulM 
post: every foUower. Ukewiio. falls k with a thick club h. his 
hand*, ■rie men are in lacellent apirits, but wc hare had enough 
of itwtirhing pertie* all day and duly every night, and ni^ty- 
wten ont of mm hundred and fifty covered with ulcere.'* A 
gratifying niustnttkn of ustiee coumge and coohiesa flayed 
in the teeth tif aupcrkr numbere, of a force not to be retistcd hy 
infantry except k compact bodies, cilMes the ealract i—” Thia 
momlng 1 bad the pleoaure o^f pmmoting two *1’*’*' 

for bravery. They were out with ten or twelve cumel mon close 
outside the fort, cutting forage, when fifteen horsemeo rode *t 
them. InatMid of bolting they couUy pulled up. let drive right 
into liw Lursenrent frcca, IcKickiiig one overj the rest made off™ 
thereby w-vkg the camel men, who otherwise must have been 
cut up." 
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force coTLskted of about five hundred men, rant and 
file {including- thirty-four artiUerjrmen)^ three pun^T 
two hundred Irrognkr hor^ie^ ami twenty pioncert^ 
□n the S9th they oncamj^cd at the niouth of the 
Nufoosk Pass, in which Lieutenant Clark and his 
party met destraetion. In the morning they com¬ 
menced the Qscentp wliinh was rendereil oppressively 
tahorious from being performed under the heat of a 
burning snn. A halt of a few liours then took place 
to rest the cattle. The men ohtfiiued Hitle or no 
re|>Ofset imiig under arms the greater part of the 
uiglit^ — apreeaution rendortHj necessary by the enemy 
continuing to fire into the eanip^ fin the following 
clay the march resumed over a mad presenting^ 
in an almost, constant recurrence of ruts and ravines, 
a series of olwtacles to the pas<«igc of tlie guns* 
which required unceasing exertion on the part of 
the sepoys to surmount. A march of sLs miles 
brought the force to grouiid cotivenieiit for en- 
camidrig; but the guides reported that there was 
no water, and there was, apparently, no clioico but 
to suHer both men and cattle to perish from thin^L 
or to carry the Piifi^i of Nnfoosk, which wns environed 
by hordes of the enemy. The latter was rcsohed 
upon, and prepamtions were made for storming the 
Pafss. The movement to attack commenced at two 
o*eUK?k in the afternoon, when the flank companies 
of the first and second grenadiers^ led by Captain 
Raift, of the former regiment, movwl forward to 
storm the height^ supported by the remainitig com¬ 
panies of the 1st regiment I and by fifty volunteers of 
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tho Toona boise, under Lieutenant Locb. Tlie road 
up the fiiee of tbi? njountain, at ali times diflieult, Iiad 
been Tenclerecl still nioru so by the enemy. In Btnne 
pkcea it bad been altngetber destroyed, in others it 
aibnitted of the lulvance only one man at a time, 
while, at other parts, breastworks bwl been raised 
aei‘OBs.siirmoiiut(xl with thorn bushes. The enemy 
from above kept up a hca\T fire, which told fear- 
fiilly; but. notwithstanding, a ridge at the heiul of 
the pass was gained. At this moment a dense mass 
Tiise on the crest of the mountain, and almost over- 
w'lictmed the stormers with dUchurges of musketiy 
anil showers of stones. Major Clibbom now deemed 
it necessary to recal the advance companies to the 
support of the guns and colours, when a large body 
of several hundred of the enemy rusht^l do’wn 
the mountain, “ yelling and howling,” as they are 
describcil in a private account, like “ beasts of the 
forest.” A temjiomry confusion ensued in the British 
niiiks, hut it was soon overcome. The troolMi per- 
funned their dnty with their wonted steadiness 
and alacrity, and the enemy were repulsed with 
severe slaughter. The loss on the part of the 
Britisii was severe; several officers fell, and among 
tliem Captain llaitt, the leader of the storming 
party. 

A scene followed more terrible than the confiict 
which preceded it. The heat was intense; the 
labours which the troops had undergone, sufficient 
to sultdue the physical powers of the strongest 
among them. The thiwt produced by the combined 
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liiHueDco of liDat iwiil fatigue^ in fioTne instances 
increased by loss of blcxjtl, was OTcrpo’^verlu^f—but 
BO water was to be had- Tlie cries of the woiindeil 
and the dying for ToUef, which water^ and that alonc^ 
could aflbnl, w^ere aggravated into shrieks of despair 
and frenzy. A guide re|Kjrted that water was jiro- 
curable at a nullah* a short distance off, and all tho 
nniuiab that could Ijc mustered for the duty were 
dispatched to bring a supply of the greedily-desired 
luxury^ escorted by a party of irregular horse, Bnt 
the hnpe, which, for a time, supported the spirits 
of tho sniferera, proved &Ilacious: not only lUd the 
infonnatioTi of tho guides prove falsc^ hut the guitles 
themselves tnrued out to be tmaclicrousp They 
conducted the water-party to a place whore they 
were surrounded by tho Beloocbees, and killed, with 
the exception of a few, who cut tholr way through 
and boro to their perishing companions the fearful 
intelligence of tho failure of their mission, and the 
destruction of the greater part of those who had 
proceeded on it. What now was to be done ? 
Tlic enemy had been beaten buck with severe loss, 
blit the pajsa was yet in their posBCssiou; and tho 
heajis of the deaf] wiiich they had left on the field 
scarcely afFecied their strength, though the repulse 
they had received might have diiuipcd their spirit- 
They yet Buroborod Bcvcm! thousands, and for a few 
hmidred fainting men to fight their way through 
such a force, over ground almost imfiassable when 
without a foe, was obvlotuily hopeless. Furtlier, 
* Arti^dil 
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could eucfcesB ImTe beou for, neltlicr tlie store* 

nor tlie guns could have been ouried forward, for 
tbe gun-liorwfl had been eeiit for water and had 
never returned, while the caiuel-driTera and donly- 
beitrers, with an Oriental iUHtinct of dleaeter, had 
fled, plundering the commis«iriea of all they could 
carry away. There was uothing left, therefore, but 
to relintiuish the hoj® of throwiog supplies into 
Kalmii, and to fiiU back- Even this stop, the only 
one practicable, involved a vast sacrifice. The eafe 
return of the men was all that the moat sanguino 
could hope for: guns, stores, camp miuipagc, all were 
to ho nhandoDcd, for the means of tiansportitig them 
did not Didst, even had no euctny been watebiiig 
the movemeuts of the devote<l party. The guns 
were spiked, and the melancholy march in retrf>- 
gressioD commenced. We moved ofl^" says Major 
Clihbom, “with as much fiujeinesa as the frantic 
state of tho men would permit — a line pregnant 
with fearful meanitig. At the Pass of Surtaf, the 
retreating foreo was attacked, and the small reni' 
limit of baggage which dreumatniices had ollowwl 
to be removed fell into the hands of the enemy, 
who here, also, slaughtered many of the camp fol¬ 
lowers, Pursuing their way wuthont food to sustutn 
their failing Btrcngth, or water to qnctich their 
burning thirst, or tents to afford sbelter from the 
scorching suu, the fore* was unable to halt till it 
reached the town of Poolajee, whence it was not 
long before it departed. In tbo brief period that 
iuterveued, it bad lost u hundred and seventy-uine 
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men killed (ninety-two more beinjr wounded), to- 
Ifetlier with till ita artillery, ammnnitioiip etorcs, 
and boiwt* of burden. " Excepting its arms and 
coIouTBp” says llie otfieinl ncooiuitr tbe detaeliment 
ia completely disorganizedi” Victorious over tjiose 
who bad opposed Its progress* it arrived at Poolajee 
witli all the disastrous indications of defoab We 
beat the enemy,” wrote one of the EnifFerers, but 
beat and tbiret killed us."* 

* AduHt Jownal, December, 1840, p. 383. Tlue writer of the 
letter from whMi tlifi above ia CTitnwtcd rendcri full 

justice to the conduct of the leader ef tliia latb^ppf eipetiition. 
He aaya; "Major Cdbtiorn'i rooduct wob capituls coalnew 
itaelf.*^ Th^ tsaiues of tbit djAAFter were inreBtl^Lisd by a 
tofy comiaukiotk. who reported that the remote oud ori|;&nal 
eauae of the diuater reateU wjtlii l^d Kwm, hifi eiceUciUTy 
having reduced the Dumber of troops p ind crippled the coiiimu- 
eikrinE, to Biich a degree, tJiBit the fonner were not able to occupy 
the poate in tfaffidenc furee to protect thernBelvea, omeh leia to 
net ofcnrivelyr ihonld mcIi a meaaure become neoeB&aiy! and 
the bkttetp from wout of mooua^ were prohibited the poasibihty of 
furnmhing the flupplie^ absclutely requhite for tlkeir support. 
Owing to the qhnvc caoaea," ccatinoeH the report of the com- 
mierion p *' the tnemth of ihfay hsil orrif cd before cveq the amoU 
dernchmcut under GaptaLa Brown was eaitublisbed at Kahuii^ 
although Majar-GETKrmI S5ir Tlicow WilUhirc had dcttrinmed 
that rl foroe of douMe the itrenieth should be sent early in 
March/' The report proceeds to cost bhuuc on a great number 
of other odiccr^, ineluding Major CTUbbaiii; but it would be Lm- 
IKkuible to discusa tlie multiplicity of points thereby raised p eiccpt 
at & length which vh-oulil bceome tedioufi. With regard to Major 
CUbhoTO, howcTCf p it ought to be observed that the cmifftirc of the 
cOmmissioa waa bnatyg and not warranted by n cutaprefaenaivc 
view of ail the ficts of the case. Thia appeared froEU the lulmifi- 
sion made wheo the uulject w^aq reicoiHidert3d imdtr cbe ordmn of 
the ginemmimt. 

Tile fate of the CtimmLukm woi sm^^tiLir and imfortuiuitcK 
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Of thu conduct of Major CliWiorn, it te impoBsible 
to spCttk too higlily, Ho ybliled, mdood, to diffi- 

The gorernment disapproved of the revited rtport^ olid rtmcivtd 
tiio preftidcut^ AMaJar-Gcseinl ft Brook-^, from JJie coEnmend 
of the held f^ree in Upper Sinde, and the next leuidr member^ 
Brigndiirr V^oILiEiitH thd comEiikaiid of hli bngddOr 'wtia 

not e uaiinl proceeding; m the ftinodon^ of the coomiiaFiciu were 
of B ^voii judkial charmoter, they could hurdly be held oceotmt- 
able to any anthoritjf Ibr theax ejorciic of thciu^ miles^ itoould be 
proved that th^ had acted corruptly. A court of kw* civil or 
milit&ryp may decide eironcauily^ and vnoticOUi dccuion^ are 
Bouivtimes made. Sach dEcMonPS may be w;t naidc hy superior 
aUtliDrity^ but to indict punkhment for Himplc ertcir of jtid^^eot 
TTould, la oitfiuHjy cuatsB^ be oonsldcnHj harsh. Wlicn c commit- 
sicKD cf inquiry \s asEembted^ it la nt^cesaBrily underitDod thai tliey 
are to dcli^’cr thctr opmion impiLftiallyp freely, and tJUTVserrcdly, 
If they are not thus to act, there seems no use in calling sneh a 
body tog^ether, and tticir ddiberationa rertaklv ought to be cllt- 
lied on in freedom from the apprehension of bein^ subjected to 
punishment unless they rcpnit in oneparticnlar^y- 

One point in the puhliie notification of the government on the 
subject seinns open to discus;Hioa+ It is said to be obvioui, that 
l43rd Keanct having left India in March, 1^40/' nonW " b no 
be hold re^pansihk for the resqli nf militari' npcrstioni 
nndeTtakeu five moutba iubsequmt to bis departure frnm tlie 
countryIt tcayK however^ bo argued, that if the refolc of 
thnse operatlans were nt ail indnenced by ht» arrangeitienl*, or 
neglect of orrangcmciitSp he might justly be held re^ponRihie to 
thfi citEtit by which it was »o affected. 

Major Clabbom undoubtedly merited frnm gorotiTTiDnt nti 
bonourable teAtimony to bin eon duct, and it wiu givxni most nmply 
in the following terms:—■' On a Itnal review of the whole of these 
proceeding a > the hnnoorablc the govi'mnr lu couccU ho^ the highest 
gratification in thus publicly recording hk npinioo that hfajor 
UhbborQH and the offiocts and troopi under hia command^ have 
well pi!if[irnied their duty to gnvcrumcnt. and that they are fuHy 
entitled to bk itrong lunl unqualified acknowledgments for their 
conapicuoiaa gaUantry and asealoua devotion to the acrrice, under 
circumstoiices of almost unpAialleled difficulty and oufferhig^ 
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eulti^ but they were difficulties whkli no rlepprce 
—. of cuei^ or skill coiildt under tbe eircunistauces 

in which he was placed, have sunnoiiijtcd. 

In other f)i.iartcis, the state of aflhira present 4 ?tl 
but an nijpfomifiing' aspect. British officera were 
continuoHy engs^d in mjppressing outbreaks of a 
spirit of resistance towartls the Shah, caused fro- 
quentlr hy the domantk of the prince for tribute. 
Their efforts wore usually euccessfuk but the neccps- 
flity for them iudicated but too clearly that the 
Shall Was supported on the throne, not by bis owoi 
strength, hut by that of hia allies. LJeutenant* 
CoJone! Wheeler was thus engaged in Wnzerenco 
A. D. 1S4D, \ alley, and lato in the month of August^ st small 
fort situated tliercin w as Tory brilliaiUly earritsl by 
a party under his commaiub In Rohistan a refrac¬ 
tory ilispositiou wos akn tnnnifeatedp iind Sir Robert 
Sale was ilispatched to Huppresa it. The point 
against which his force was to be directed was a 
fort, nr rather cluster of fortes named Tootuiudurra, 
held hy a chief reluctant to acknowlcfjgc tlie su¬ 
premacy of the Shah, On arririog in front of the 
place^ he found the enemy posted in a very strong 
poaitioji. But the arrangements of Sir Kobert Sale 

Drigicatiiig m cauiei bcy^md huffian coatro]. • • * * Tln^ 

ticwh token bj thia gotcrnnieiit of the&e prcHMdmg?, a* now 
jiromul^ted, have nxi tht fob concurrence and mpprutnliOT^ uf 
tJie rij^t: huotmniidc the govenmi^goDeral of Indu Id cDoncd ; 
aojJ that hi^ cordLilly joiai witt thi* gorcrament ia 

the ^eiiEO whicli it n# abo^'c cnpirasod, of the fortitude 

and gallautry of Mejcrr Cjlibbom, and of the oUcm and noo|H 
undtr hui ctMmnMii, in the Bition of Nufoodc.” 
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wore eo ma^orly, that a Teiy short time sufRosjd to 
put the cDcmy to flight, md to tnmrfer poBsession of 
the forts to the supporters of the Shah. The imp- 
turo wai? efleeted almost without loss; but Captain 
Eilward CodoSIj^* of the {Ith light cavalry, who had 
jomed AS a volunteer, was shot through the heart in 
advancing on the village. 

An attempt upon another BtroiighohJ, made a few 
flays was less succeesfuh A breach* 

believed to be praetieable, having been made^ R 
atonning party proceciled to asc::eDd« They retmhed 
the crest of the breach, and for some time miiin- 
tained thomsolve^ there ; but the rceistanee Wfis #o 
detorminefl, that it was found impraeticablc to farce 
an entmnee, and the party were necessarily with¬ 
drawn. The garrison, however, were not disposed 
again to measure their strength with that of their 
aSEiailnnU; the fort was evacuated a few hours after 
the cestwition of the attack;, and the British took 
poftBeftsion of it. 

rreviously to the event last noticed. Colonel 
Dcunie had added one more to the trinnvpbs of the 
British anns^ Dost Matiomod Khan* after variooJi 
wanderings, had succeeded in establishing an aUiatice 
with the UsbegSv under the Walli of Kooloon* by 
whoso aid he hoped to regain Uie position from 
w'hich he had been expelled by the British arms 
exerted in favour of his rivalp Sbab Sboojab. The 
army of Dost Mahomed and the Walli were ad¬ 
vancing upon Bamiiiii, and Colonel Denuze marched 

* Btadicr to ih? ublortimAti^ officer detained in 
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to itfi relief. He arri ved there on the 14th of Septem- 
ami before prcpufinp to jiieet the enetnj he had 
ficeasioti to perfonii a cliaagrcx^ttble dutv, by diswimi- 
ing an Affgbnil corfjs, wLobo fiilelity u‘iis sometliiug 
more than qnestioimblo. On the I7th be received 
information that bwlies of cavnJry were enterifiif the 
valley,* and on the following morning he learned 
that they had attacked a friendly village- Ho had 
intended to allow of tbeir further advance before 
attacking them, but the circumnitanco lost mentifined 
induced liim to change liifl course, and to give them 
an immediate chock. Ho had boon led to believe 
that the number ef those who had entered the valley 
did not exceed a few hundrcilB- Under this belief 
he bad taken with him only nne-tbinl of the force 
at bis disposal, and he was grrtitly surprised to find 
himself in front of on army estimated at sis thousand 
strong- This was an embarrassing situation. “ To 
have sent back for reiiiforccmonta,” Kays Colonel 
Dennic in his despatch, “ would have cau&eil delay 
and given confidence to the enemy. It would have 
chocked the proud feeling that ninmatcd the party 
with me, and gave aBsuraiice of success ”t He 
accoTviiiigly resolved to engage nith the aj>pajontly 

* The Valley <if Baniku li-efl cm the mullE from Kabcwl to 
TcHjrfeatan. tt lifiH just witbm Affgiuiifitiio, iiod %b peneiiJiJljf 
T«g&fd«l 06 the boaoJaiy between the iDDuntaiiie of Hindoo 
Koonh oa live nod the Huiaiith gronp cm the west. U hw 
beetFme celebrated fram liie leiiaiiffcAble relic* of RBtiqtiity which 
h c?Qiitnjn9. 

+ Colonel Dumnle to him? iwled in the ipirit of ft distin- 

gui<h-cd cttval authcrity* whe saitii ' An nffioer can seldom do 
wTT3n|[ bi bu thip alan^ide thiit cf the eivcin^. 
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inadKjunte force ‘which hnti accomjianied him* It 
consisted of something more than two hundred of 
the aSth mitJYe infantry, two limidred and fifty of 
the Shah's iufantrj', three hundred native cavalry, 
and a detail of artillery, with two fiold-pieccfl. The 
confidence of the cummauder was justified by the 
event, Tlie enemy liad got poBses&ion of a chain of 
forts reaching to the mouth of the dofiJe by which 
they had entered, but they nitule a miserable dufctioe. 
At each of the forts they exhibited a eliow of maJiing 
a stand with tlieir main body—their wings crowning 
the heightR, The latter were dislodged with some 
loss, and ftnaUv the whole force fled in a confused 
luara to the gorge of the pass* Cavalry were ordered 
in pursuit, who followed the fugitives about four 
miles up the defile, cutting down many of them and 
scattering the rest in, all directions—numbors throw¬ 
ing away their artna, and crct'ping up the hills for 
safety. 

Tlie result of this attempt to invade Affghaiiistan 
seems to have pre]iarod the way for a dissolution of 
the alliance betweim Dost Mahomed and the Walli 
of Kooloon. A little diploniBcy completed the eepa- 
mtion, im«l Host MiJiomed was again thrown on his 
own resources. In this emoigcticy bo sought to 
effect a junction with his son, Malmmcd Ufzul Khtui, 
and, in prosecution of the design, moved towards the 
Ghurbund Pass, and took possession of some small 
forts. Sir Robert Sale, on becoming acquainted with 
this inoveliieut, broke up his camjt luid marched to 
Purwaii* The fiirts and villages were evacuated at 
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Ilia approach, and on reaching Pnrwan, the Britijjli 
inJatittF ascended the ilill oTCrlooking the jmiss and 
Taller, and cleared it of the enemy, who deserted 
one position after another, and ultimately fled iti the 
direction of the Punchshir Valley. All cimiinatancefi 
went prosperously and honourably for the British 
onus but one. The progress of the infimtry was 
greatly retarded by tho guns, the road being very 
unfavourablB for the passago of artillery, and it woa 
deemed expedient to send forward the cavaliy to 
overtake the fugitivofi, whose pace was far too rapid 
to allow any other species of force to come up with 
them. Tlio 2nd Bengni cavalry had preceded the 
column about n mile, when a body of the enemy s 
horse* supposed to be led by Dost Mahomed in per¬ 
son, como down a bill to attack them. Tliey were 
forthwith formed into line, and Jed on to charge by 
Captains Fraser and Ponsonby, who commanded 
the two squaxlrona. The oflicers pushed on in per¬ 
fect confidence that their men would perform their 
duty; but they found themselvEs in the midst of the 
enemy, unsupported by their troopers. They cut 
their way out, being both severvlj wounded, and 
then liad the mortification of seeing their men Hying 
before the enemy. In this unhappy uflSiir Lieutenant 
Crispin, adjutant of the regiment, was killod. vaitdy 
attemptiiig to bring the men to action* Dr. Lord, 
distingnlshed as a man of science aa well afl a diplo¬ 
matist, was also killed in this nfiair, as was Lieutenant 
Broad foot, an ei^neer officer, who accompanied the 
iidvanee* The officers were unusually exposed to 
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(linger from the ^Jefection of the meti, mid they 
snfthred proport hi imtely, Varions motives have been 
Uf^igued for the Beiintlalooii defection of the 
ment, hut the j^brible conjeeture is, ttiat theip 
•CTOuduct was the rcsiilt t>f ^iheer cowardice *—e con¬ 
tagious quaiitj, whieh^ like its opposite, rapidly 

* It hts been tiinl tbe rdigion^ ¥iqWB of tbe tnoopeTP 

wpuld tliem to ditUksf snpportipig n Chfi&twui ft Mj- 

hftmrtnji powCT; btit tliia feello^, if it €niBtcd* could not be 
uTuvtrW. for HESine of tLem we^i? H'milfioft: nnd it mi^t be ukgd, 
why slkDidd tlii* fjxliftg' have been *0 ntroag cm this partiniliit’ 
uccaiioa. wliOe it wm ino|KctfttiTe on many others P Agmn, it 
WH Mid tLfit the re^Imerit was dissatisfied iMrauBC one of its 
number had beta tsiecuted by order of Lord Keane^ without due 
inquiry. Them does not appear any groiind for the clmrge^^ It 
■wBx hrougiit forward in tlie House of CoinmcpaB, mad there denied 
hy the President of the Board of Commissumurs fiir the Affairs of 
Indifl (Sir John. Hobhoiifie)^ whose contradiction was not met by 
the |jirDdiiclloii of ony eFidence of the alleged fiict* The circum^ 
stances out of which the charge arose appear to have been these 
On the advance from Ghusmee to Kabool^ soioo ramiiuding wita 
committciL ITie mhabitanta of a Tdlage, thrcatrucd 'with a FisiitBL- 
tioo of rhtft kind, implored the pratectum of the conmmoder-in- 
cbicf, who □rdered the proTOft-nimtial to place Tidsttca miuid 
aome delda of com, which it wia apprehended ■wotild be the object 
•offtttaek. T^e ordera given were lo fire, m the fint inatMocc, 
over the heads of the pemonB entering tlie dehb j hnt at tdl preutn 
to protect the cropa. Some soldiers of the 2nd cnvjilry^i who 
went to the place to jdundGri were fimd on by the guard, and one 
mtin wnimded: the caae tcK>k nn unfamuiibie turn, and the 
wounded man desd^ The tnith thefotom nppeara to be, that n 
mail lb the net of robbing was shoti but without any intention of 
killlDg him, or of doing morn than protecting the property 
aHni-lfpd ftud that the cusbalty wa* t!ie result of a gencml order. 
Thus explained, it ii dear that there £i nothing in the transactiun 
to reflect any discredit on Loud Keane. 
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caintnuDi^ates itFw^lf to thoRo aroiuid whenever it 
makes its appearance. The cireUTUfttancee well 
warmnted the inflict bn of the heaviest punii^hTuenfc, 
and the displeasure of the govemtnent which these 
traitors professed to serve was intimated in the most 
signal manner- The wrelched troopets were not 
subjected to nnj ccn*]iQral suflerings, but the regi¬ 
ment, whnac name thej had mach? a by-word of 
reproach, was stmck out of the list of tlie Hengal 
army* The iiative officers and prlTatiJS present on 
the day of disgrace were dismif?seil the Berrien nnd 
rendered incapable of ever re-entering nr being 
employed lu any way tinder government; the re¬ 
mainder to be ilnvfled into other cavalry' regimenta- 
The dismissal of the di?gTaded officers and men was 
carried into cfleet with all the marks of ignominy 
usual on such occasions. 

But, though marked by this HCandaloos instance 
of defection* the battle of Pnrwan was not only 
hononrablo to the British arms, but impoHant in its 
consequences. Post Mahomed gallopetl from the field 
of battle* and suirendered himself to the power with 
which he had no longer the moans of contending. 
The circumatanoea of his surrender have somewhat 
of the eharacter of romance. The British Envoy* 
Sir William Macnaghten, was retnming from a ride 
of pleasiirct wheus within n few yards of his rosideneep 
a single horseman presented InmselfT anxiously 
inquiring for the representative of the British 
government. Having been satisfied os to the idcn- 
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tity of the [v&r^jn whom lie uouglit, he BJiDouuced 
that Dost llahomod Klian ha.d arrivech luid claimed 
the mjoifiter^B protection^ Tlio chjeftaiii himself then 
ajipeared, iiligfhtod front his horse, and presented 
his ft word* The sword \\ue returned, the chief 
Invited to reniount Ida hon?D, and the envoy and 
the doth rolled prince rodo on together jib though 
on an cxcuraion for exercise nr amusement. On 
reaching the jilace where the Envoy resided, a tent 
was pitched for Dost Mahomed, who apjvenred veiy 
calmly to reconcile himself to his fate. 

The Jraojith of November, 18441. opened auspi¬ 
ciously for the Britiah amift. The battle of Punvan, 
whiish led to the surrender of Dost Mahomed, was 
fVmght on the hrst of that mttnth; on the tldrd 
tile surremler took plocOf and on the same day 
General Nott re-occupiod Kelat> which had been 
abandoned by its garrison. On that day, also, Major 
Boscawen defiled the army of Nusir KhaUf of 
the exHchief of Kelat^ who bad a few iJay^^ before 
received an impressive lesson fnjni Cnptniu Watkina, 
in oeuiiiiond at Dadnr, On tlic 1st DecemU'r un 
action nf a decided clmructer was fought, Nasir 
Khan, who occupiotl a strong [)€MiLLoii near Kolree> 
attnckqd by a force under Litwitcnant-Colouel 
^larshiUl^ consi^irig of about nine hundred Bombay 
native infantry of the 2nd greiiadtew, Bie 21st and 
2i>th regimentE, commanded respectively by Captains 
jloy{l, KimLs and Teosdale; sixty it regular horse, 
uuiliT Lieutejjant Smith, and two giina^ under 
Lieutenant Prucii- The uttack took jilace as soon 


CHklK 

xxx. 


A. D. ISiO. 


230 


HlfiTOfiY OF THU 


CHAP. 

XXX, 


m daylight ikiwaed, md tho cnamy were completely 
taken bj surprise. So great*, indeed, was the surjiriso 
of their chief, that lie made his escape upon the first 
alarm, accompanied Ijy only two followera. Jlis 
chiefs shewed more sjiirit, and made a long and 
despemto defence \ but the disposition of the British 
force was so judicious^ and the ppirit which pervoiled 
it so good, that the cflbrts at realstancc, otrenaoui 
as they were, were um^vailing. Five hundre«l of tho 
troops of Nasir Khan yielded up their lives in the 
cause of their fagitive master; and in the uumher 
of the skin were four powerful chiefs. The principal 
commander^ named Mecr Bohun, vrith sis othera, 
surrendered themselves priponet^, but not nniil those 
whose coiifidence they had sought to sustain w'ere 
in irretrievable flight. The whole of tho enemy^s 
baggage and a large quantity of arms fell into the 
han^ls of the victors. The conduct of those by w'honi 
this gallant action wna won was fitly chamctcriistxl 
by their commander, whoso testimony is thus given 
ill n very soldierly field^order, issued on the iky 
after thn engagement Tho lieutenaiit-coLonet 
now concludes with saying that he never wishes to 
lead braver men into the field, for braver could not 
be found.”* 

In narrating the gratifying events of this period, 
the retreat of Captain Brown, the gallant defender 
of Kfdiun, muift not be jiasiscd over. It was effected 
by arrangumenta with the Beloochccs, through whom 
he po^ed unmulcsted. It is not improkiblo that 
the loss which they s-utferccl at Nonfuo^k had it^ 
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effect in giving security to this airangement; and 
thus, thwugli the expdiition under Miu^r CliUbom 
failed of its Immcdinte object and Tvas attended by 
eirciunataneea of extremo disaster, it might yet, 
indirectly, be instrunienta! to the security of the 
garrison of Kalmu. Captain Brown arrived at Poo 
Ingee on tho Ist of October.* 

* The OTerture fw an atmiig^mcnt. hy which the Bdtuh garnson 
cf SLhnii were to hovesafe conduct, eamc frum the BeWhccs. 

It was at finit tegarded as treacherous; hut after the dienater 
which beftl the furco under ilajor Clibbom, there Metncd littlu 
chmn hut to nnhmeu it. The iuhaequent prngreM of dw 
uecetiiition is thus daciibeil, on the authority of the galhiiit cniu- 
jnandCT of tlie garriaon t—" On the 23 itI {SeptHnber) a roeMUge 
was received from iMah (BehKbcc chief), that ho would ogn* 
tu any terms if the fort were evacuated- CaptuD nrowii Tcphrf « 
follow*' Dmliih Murnee, Til give back yow fort on conditiMifc 
via.: that you pvc me pctioiml security for my »fe arrienl m 
the plaifls j if nnl. 1 will remain here two months longer, having 
pfuviaicniB for that tjme.’ fhe dcputatiDii wtunuiii. 
that on receiving the empmnn rc at ion, tho whole nf the chief* 
asscuibled together, and, after some cnuaidciation. took n scdcmn 
oath on the Koran that if Captain B. wouW It*™ the fort tn 
three day* they wnuld protect him finm nU oppositioij down tn 
the idains j ending by saying, that 'whntevw hi* wish®* «we 
tbnidd be their law.' Two hnura afterwunl*. a eusaid brought a 
letter ftran Dodnh himself. ccDfoiaiiig an agrromMit on oath to 
Captain n.'s proposal. He said he would send his Bcphnw tn pay 
hti resiiflctB to him, ond to iw the igrtcment Kuifonned to 
-by ail his people. The agrctimeiit was ratified by Capt^ 
Brown, not withmit suipickm of tomchcry. The SDspidon 
invaded Bcididi at tbrir interview. Ific ungotiatitin was thus 
carried ons—'WLshiug at cnee,’ anyi Captain Brown, 'to W 
whether it wus to he ■treachery or no twacheryi' 1 1, with 
Kratine and four native officers, met him about a mile from 
the fort. I never saw a mua in audi a bight in my life; alttiou^ 
he had thirty horsemen artned to the teeth, and there were 
only ail of ns. he retreated twh* hefc« he would venture 
near us. He thought from our coming alone there emst tie 
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The opeiiing of the rtar 1B41 eoiumeneed lees 
aiispicioiisiy* The ICejuks had been accustomed to 

tTHidiery* ih^ wme msm wcw burden ; mn (Jter 

wc hsA TDFt, he hflAl Lis hgr^e lE meady eloM hy for & atmU Powp 
we fiH i&C in n cfirle-—E fliTld, Aobn^. Hifi fuUowers Eppeured to 
Ik- Exceedkcgjy wtU iinned, imd all fine, staat-biiHt mwi* After 
coDopliiDciitB^ &c., the uephEW hEgan to rea&otuihly, 

Hb e^preued a Lope * tb-nt tliciv wcmld now be q. Injting pcEoe 
between ht» tnT>e and tbp Brituh t that they Lad only fought nt 
the Ncwjfoofik to save theb" countiy and their liTEai that it 
the J™t they eotild do wJieu they had tlic fmte of Be]ab 
Khm eULring them in ttae faei;!; that they hud newr hidiMi any of 
our people tfter the fight, nod that aJI the jirbonen had been 
clothed, fed* aitd *et free/ Hu concluded by anyiog that' he ahould 
nmain near the fort tiU we Icft^ to prevent uny dLitinhanco be* 
tween hJa people and udne, and that he would famish mt with 
truBtu'^orthy |iudofl down. * 'fhere was not the tiightntt appeanmcc 
of ^Eiichtcryi Thu* ended this mo«t mt^^iealinig cemfereuce. tC 
will not, ] ihiiik, he eaiily fargotteu by either Rnskinje or mytclf ; 
w nanch depended ou Jt—^the good of onradTos and the whole of 
the detnehmeut. We foiiod these Bclochees the mD«t civil wid 
^ite of men. The couhdenet wu pkoed b iheir word, hy moet- 
ing them m the way we did. seemed to pleH*o them much ; and 
fnjin our having bc^ deadly eneml« for five long montiw, we 
became in out hour ibo best of friends. No doubt their joy waa 
just aa great in getting rid of us ua outh was in gaining our 
frwdom /*^—Abatis Journalf Beceinber, J&4L 

The testimony borne by Captain Brown to tlie conduct of hia 
men during their piunful coohncuieut witMn the waUs qf Kahun it 

moat deckfi-o* The following passago is well entitled to nodoe:__ 

Treat tepoyt kicdlj, and I do not think they will evtr fail at 
the pn*h j nearly fourteen years of uninttimipted n^meErtal duty, 
ll^nk* eutitlei me to giro nn opinion ou this pointy and that 
bi^ore farmed h now fully canfirmeLl An old actittamlnnco of 
mine. Sheer Beo Bbeg Hopgteo, who bad acted a* guide to tm 
tbroagh thcie hdlfi last year* paid me a visit, I hjid hoi the mrans 
of shewh^ him kludnesa* During the ampidgn be had been 
titk^ prueneTj and plundered of many bead of cattle ^ and 1 
birmg obtained bin reh™. and elotlipd him, hr bni fuUoVbod me 
like a fhadow ever Hinct/^ 
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par tribute to the eovereigas of Affgbaiiistim when¬ 
ever those princes were enabled to enforce paj'" 
went, Shah Slioojah wished to revive the custom; 
lint the tribe, with the spirit invariably prevalent in 
the Eiiflt, deterttiined to nuthliold compliance until 
it should be extorted by urms. The chief place of 
the Kojuk country h Sebec, and against this a force 
under Licn tetuint’Colonel Wilaon, of the 3rd Bom¬ 
bay cavaliy, was, in February, 1841, dispatched 
to give eftbet to the Shah’s clemands. Tlin force 
consisted of Cobmel Witson’s regiment of cavalry, 
some local horec, a wing of the 20th Boiubay native 
infantry, two hundred of the 2nd grenadieiE, and a 
troop of iiorse artillerr. The place to be attached was 
strong, and the mnlerid for a sioge found by Colonel 
Wilson inefficient. The attack was, however, made 
and supported with much gallantry, but it altogether 
failed, imd the (osa in British officers was serioua 
with reference to the olyect to be gained, Culonel 
Wilson w*as mortally wounded, Lienteiuiut Falconer 
of the 2nd grenadiers, and Lieutenant Creed, of 
the artillery, killed. Tho latter officer wiis shot 
tbnaigb the heart while, with a small jiarty of steady 
followers, vainly nttempting to turn the tortunc of 
the day. Tlio Ktynks pursued on this oorosion the 
cDuruL—not unusual—^if defending a fortified place 
with desperation, and then seeking safety in flight. 
In the morning Sehee was found abandoned. 

In the north, afiairw were aomevrliat more pms- 
pemus. though there the intervention of iiulitary 
force to uphold the house of Shah Shonjah wiis 
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al™ required. It "was deemed necessary to coenco 
a tribe inhabiting the ^azeem Valley, and tblther a 
censideniblo force was disjmtclicd under Brigadier 
ShoUoti. It ifl'as composed of her Maje^ity'a 44th 
regiment, the 27tli Bengal native inliuttry, a troop 
of horse artillery, a detachment of sapjiero ainl 
mmera, and a coasidorahle body of the Shah's force 
of vaiions descrijitiotiii. The valley, which wxs the 
object of attack, was thickly studded with small 
forts; these wero attacked in succession aud car- 
rieel; but success was dimmed by the loss of two 
valuable officet>t> Captain Dougins, assistant adju¬ 
tant general, a volunteer, and Lieutenant Pigou, a 
highly meritorious etigiueer officer, who w as blown 
away by the premature explosion of n bag of powder 
applied to the gate of one of the forts. 

Further illustration of the difficulty of estahliah- 
ing Shah Shooj'ah on his tlirone, and maintaining 
him there, was affiorded by the continued disturb¬ 
ances created by the Ghiljie tribe, ami the constant 
necessity of armed interference on the part of the 
British forces to suppress them. Early in May a 
fort near Khelat-i-Ghiljie became an olycct of eoti- 
tention. It was taken by the English after some 
resistance, the gate being blown open with bags of 
powder, an operation wliich, after the succese wliidi 
attended it at Ghuznee, seoms to have been a 
fuvourite one. On the SOth of the same month, a 
detachment under Captain Wnner, marcliing from 
Kiititlafior to Rhclat-j-Gliilzie, in chaige of a con¬ 
voy, was attacked at Eeltue by a body of Ghiijies, 
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iimountingt at the commencement of the engaffc- 
ment, to two tliouflaml five Jmpdred, but an'elledj by 
reinforcements, to upwards of tive tbousand before 
its termination. On intelligence of tbe mcdiUitod 
attack reaching tbe commanding officer, be placed 
bis small force iu the pofiition which be deemed most 
faTourablc for receiving the enemy; it being, ns be 
observes, impracUcable, “ from tbo paucity of troops 
and the magnitude of the conToy, for him to act 
otherwise than on the JefensJTe."* The British 
force consisted only of four companies of the 38tb 
regiment of Bengal native infantry, a wing of the 
Shah’s cnvalty, a small party of eappera and iniueiB, 
and two guns of the home artillery. On the first 
appeanmeo of the enemy, which was in one dense 
mass, the two guns were opened on them with 
great precision and effbet, whereupon the Ghiljies 
formed into three distinct columns in order to make 
a simultatieoue attack on tbe right, left, and centre 
of tbe British. The attack was met with odmirable 
c^mlncBS and gnlkntrj; the enemy was permitted 
to approacli within a short distance, when the fire 
of the infantry line was poured upon them with 
such effect 05 to indicate the necemity for a change 
of opetutions. Tho enemy's force was again con- 
Bolidatwl, his right and centre columns uniting, 
with the left resting upon and lining the banks of 
the Turnak river, near wbich tbo engagement took 
place. This chango rendered necessary a corre- 

• Dopatch frtin lieutcJuint-ColciMl WjTDertoCa|it»ia Gfluit, 
offidatifij; n$Ei«titi]t ndjuuiit-gmieral. Slit Msy, 1041. 
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spondiBg one in tbc position nf the British detach- 
inentf whicli made i^ith jgreat steadiness, though 
11 Ildar an nnnoying fire, and an interniption oc- 
Fflsioncdjt 1& belicTcd by an impression entertained 
on the part of tlie enemy tliat tlieir antagonists 
Avpit^ about to rctn^at* Under this impresari on, a 
large body of infiiJitrr, armed with fi^vonis, rushed 
upon the 38tb^ nttermg ti loud shout, and aniiei- 
pating the speedy discomfiture of those isrliom they 
assailed^ but they had the mortification to find that 
they were mistakeii^ and the reception which tliey 
met with soon convinced them ill at tlie field wms 
not yet in tlieir possession- From this time the 
combined cHbrt?* nf the enemy were ilcvoted in suc¬ 
cession to all points, but without their ganiUig a 
Hingle advantage i and after continuing the fight 
Ixdween four and five hours* they withdrew from a 
contest in which they had been worsted in every 
attempt wdiich they had made to shake tlie security 
of the Dritish position. By daybreak they had 
niovcil beyond tiie mtige of any intelllgenee which 
Colonel Wymer could procure. The conduct of 
the 33tb native infantry, on this occasion* was most 
exemplary, and in some ini?tanec8 under circum- 
stauees where tlio hnbitiial obedience of the sohlier 
h severely tested. At one thiic, when they were 
e?c[Kiscd to a heavy fire fmm the enemy* it became 
necessary that they should refrain from returning 
it, and an urder to that eflect was obeyed with the 
most rigid exactness ; not a shot wits dlschai^ged till 
the men were riimmaodcd nginii to eonimeiiee firings 
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Obedience like tUis is among the best fruits of 
militao' discipline. The toss of the Britisli ivas 
small; that of the enemy considerable^ but its 
amount could not l>e estimated with any degree of 
precision, Ofl many of the killeti and wounded, lying 
at a distance from the British position, wore carried 

off under cover of the night. 

A large body of Gluljies and otheis, amounting, 
it is said, to six thousand, was defeated o» the 
2nd of July by Cuptmn Wondlmrn, commanding 
a field detachment on the Helmuiid. The value 
of the services of Captain Wnodburn, and of the 
British officers and men, on this occasion, is greatly 
enbaticed by a consideration of the very itidillerent 
instniments with winch tlscy had bo work. Tlio 
wliolo force was furnished from the levies of the 
Shah, and a jwrtionat least of it could not bu trusted. 
With an effective force the enemy might have been 
pursued and dispersed, but prudence forbade any 
attempt of tho kind under the circumstances vrhich 
existed. Captain Wooilbum, in bis report of the 
affair, says: “ In both a military mid political point 
of view, it would bo of tiie greatest importance to 
follow up and disiierse the rubets. but w'itb reference 
to tbeir numbers, and tbe notorionaly disaflected 
state of tho country. I do not coneider that 1 should 
be justified in moving after them, with a weak regi¬ 
ment nf infiintiT, two guns, and with cavalry in 
which every ctmfidonoe cannot be placcil.’** 

• Letter from Captwn Wotwllnim to Captain Pulvbelr. tnaior 
of brigaile, 5tb July* IMI. 
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^AP. Success foUowed the British nmiB tit various en- 
— gagemeritfl of gmaller or greater iniportajtce with the 
A. D. INI. sauifi ciiemy. In the fteginairtg of Au|mst, u body of 
Ghiljica were routed by some regular and irre|rulnr 
eavaliy, commanded respectively by Lieut. Bjwett 
and Captain Walker, otnl foroiing part of a dctacb- 
ment encamped in tlie Karrootoo Valley, under 
Lieut.-Ooldncl R. E. Clmmbors. Later in the samo 
month, Captain dolm Griffin, command)itg a field 
detachment in Zemmdawur, attacked and djsjioiBed 
a body of abont five thotisaml, near Kbishwunt. 
They were beaded by two chieft* named Aknun 
Kban and AkbUir Khan, the latter having com¬ 
manded the Gbitjiea when they were defeated, in 
July, by Captain Woodbum. On this occaainn the 
enemy, in an attempt to form into columns, were 
broken and thromi into utter confusion by a cliatgu 
made by Captain Hart, with a regiment of the 
Shahs cavalry, who do not appear previously to 
have enjoyed a very good reputation. A rimilar 
re^menthad been placed on rear-guard duty, under 
Ideutenaot Golding, but the success of their fsom- 
I>auions inspired tljcm with a desire to take part in 
the engagem^b They were indulged by being per- 
nijtted to join in tlie pursuit, aud behaved welL 
Tbo force of the British, though not small, was not 
exclusively of tho best description as to men, and it 
was inferior in numbers to that of tho enemy. The 
2nd regiment of Bengal native infantry were engaged; 
the remaindet of the force employoil belonged to the 
army of the Shah Shoojah. It mimbcred thlrteeu 
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hundred and fifty bayoneta, eight hnndred sabreSi 
anil finir eLX-pnunderB. 

The iTiontb of Septembct passed in a manner 
generally tmnqui]. Little of an opposite elmructer 
oecurreih excepting in ttio Zoonnut Valley, thither 
a Bina]] force liad pmceedefl td enforce payment of 
the Shnh’a tribute. Another object proposed in the 
employment of this force whs the seianre of some 
persons hofrtilo to the goverametit, who it >ras Etatod 
hart taken refiigo in a fort in tliat conotj^'. The fort 
was TcpTcserited as being vety weak, ami fortfior it 
was bclicTed timt no defeoco would be attempted. 
On both points expectation wa<5 diflappointed. The 
fort waa defended, and it ^as so strong that the 
means |>osBes;8ed by the British ofHcer in eomniondt 
Captain Haji were altogether insufficient for its 
re^lncticm. Instead of being [lermitted to occupy 
it without nL>sistHnce* as bad been anticipatedi tbe 
Sbah'a troops were fired upon: a few shots were 
fired in return, but without making any impresii^ion 
on the walla within which the enemy were sheltered 
from attack- A force hotter provided with materials 
for clestructJon wiiJ sulssequently dispatched^ and 
the fort, with others in the vicinity, rased. 

At the close of Soptemben the coon try generally 
exhibited greater iip;>earancc of tranquillity than it 
had manifested at any former time since the entry 
of Shah Shoojah under the auspices of his BritiEh 
ally. It was now in a perfect state of [jcace. Such 
a state had never been known in AdglmnlBtaut and 
the aurface was i^o smooth, diat the boHer that Shah 
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Shoojalj wfis Rrmlrseated on the throne to have 

been eutertiiineil; Jint indeed jwj iimilj as to forbid all 
exhibition of occasional outbreaks of oii-poftitioa, but 
to such an extent as to lead to a penfussion that bo 
ought be left m a great degree to hlinself — that the 
licitjsh troops might at an early period l>e altogether 
wtbdraivit, and that the European adviiier, bv whose 
counsels the Shah had been guided' from tho outset 
of the expedition, might without any further delay 
be relieved from bis onerous duties. Sir JiiTncs Car- 
narr had rcHignod the government of Bombay: Sir 
William Macnaghten hod been appointed to the 
office, and pl^^^pflst^d^ on the 28th of October, to sur- 
remlor his charge in AlFghanistan to Ciiptain Sir 
Alexander Burner, and depart to take possession of 
his new office. Before the airival of that da>v a great 
change had taken place in the aspect of afTairs. 

Revolt and intestine war were certainly not to be 
regarded as events of improbable occurrence in the 
newly established kingdom of Affghanistau; with 
or without reasonable cause, they were to be looked 
for, at least, for a considerable time. The iieginniug 
of the month of October was market! by tho dejiar- 
ture from the court of Shah Shoqjah of some clucfs 
of conAidemblo power jind influence. Their first act 
the ptundcr of a camvan—au exploit perfectly 
in accordance with the prevailing code of morals in 
Aflghaidstan. Hunizee Khan^ a man of high raiik^ 
was dispatched after the fugitives, to induce tlicm 
to return by the promise of rctlnsis of any real 
grievances; but his mission wa■?^ attended with ex* 
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nctly the degree of succefis that might have hv&n 
looked for, from a fact wliieh dees not appear at the 
time toimve been kiiDwn to the Britiab Iiuvo)% but 
which he Hoori after wards learned. Hum^ee Khan 
was hunseif tlie ehief Instigator of the hot^tile move- 
ment which be was dispatched to check. 

The ostensible rc'asoiis for the defection of the 
Gbiijio chiefii w ere two — the fir^t Toeing the reduction 
of certain allownnct^ which thev bad received for 
(KTvices rendered in keeping in some ilegree of order 
the predatory tribes frequenting the passes. The 
KNluctlnu was defended upon the two grounds of 
necessity and justice. The govemment of Calcutta 
hvLil made many and heavy com[daiiitH of the expenae 
of the proceedings in Afighanistaiu and had urged 
the ncccesity of Shah ShiKyah ceasing to rely on hia 
ally for pecuniar)' support; the difficulties of coltcct- 
ing tribute were great; to borrow, the ordinary ttv 
source of Eastern princes, w'iis+ in the circumstitnces 
itf AHglianlstaHt not easily pratstieable; and there 
f*eemed no course open but to ilimintsh in some wny 
the charges of the govern in cut. The portieular 
head of charge selected for recjtiction was that 
which was niade up of the ollowTinces above nutteeib 
The point w delicate^ and the profljiects of success 
not very jiriiiiiisjiig-^for those who unwillingly paid 
a reduced amount of tribute wore iir>t Utely to give 
a very cheerful assent to the payment of an enhanced 
aiuguut* Finitncial prt'^^re waA, undoubtedlyr the 
chief motive which led the Britii^h authorities to 
acquiesce in the reduction. VV^ith regaril to Shah 
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Slioojafi and his native advisers, it is not noccssaiy 
to resort to the existence of bucIi presfinre for si 
motive. The Eastern principle of wringing from a 
depetidetit as mneh afl po^iblef ami of never observ¬ 
ing an engagement if it be praeticfible to braik it 
iBvith advantage^ arc quito gufilcient to account for 
tlieir approval of the plan. It lias, liowever^ been 
intimatet^l that tbe plea of necessity wm supported 
on aiintbcrt gnomidej on a aerise of jtisticc. It wilb 
fluid that, in consequence of a itMluction in the ]iricc 
of groin, tbe rediired allowances were substantiailv 

w 

greater thon tbe chiefs received from Dost Ma¬ 
homed for Service^ similor to tliose for wliicb they 
were now to be paiti by Shah Shoojah, but tbis was 
nut an argument likely to ttatisfy tlKise who eloimeel 
the allowances; nor, in truth, could the inferior 
twlvantages derived by thc^ cbJefii under nii agree- 
nient made witb one man be very reasonably alleged 
as a ground for setting aside a different agTeemeut 
nwle with onothen Shah Sliotjah wcinld have been 
justified in refusing at first to give more than Lis 
]iredeix?flst>r; but if be did agree to give niore^ lie 
wfiii bound to fulfil his engagement. 

Tbeflecoiid ground of discontent put fortli by the 
dissatisfied chiefs was, tbat they were n^quired to be 
respoij^jblo for robberies by tbe eastern Ghiljies^ 
wlicrevcr sueb robljcries might be committal. This 
might be opj>re3aiTe; but here the reniork suggested 
by the conduct of ibc Sbnh seems applicable to bis 
insurgent ebieffl. If the rc^pouBibility of which 
they complained formed part of the cent met into 
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which they ^nt<?red, their ^^5fieetiaIls on its incon- 
vefiieoces came too late. 

Other ennse^t have been assignedt and thoy^ with¬ 
out ilonbt, aided in preeijntoting insnrrcction at this 
particular time. The great chiefs saw that their 
independence would be affected and their power 
Bhaken bj the new order of things. They had never 
known any hut a utate of anarehjp and they dreaded 
any otlier, Personnllj, Stuih SLoojah seems to have 
hecn tiniiopular, ljut any one who required olie- 
dienco frorn the wild and reckless chiefs of AtT^lmn- 
ifttan would Imvo been unpopular ali^o. But forthCTi 
the Affglifiu chiefs and people were MahomotanB, 
inrianied with all the liTirniog bigotry which scorches 
the hcEoms of the sincere and zealous followers of 
the pseudo Prophet^ abhorring Christians more than 
the moat dangeroufl bcaat^^ that prowl for midiiight 
prey, or the uiost noxioup reptiles that find ahelter 
in the junglci and estouding their hatred to a princi> 
whom they saw enthrniied amid the bayonets of a 
people professing the religion w'hicb they so much 
detested. AH these fi^elings w'ere, undoubtedly, at 
workj to counteract BrltiHh authority and jnfliicuce 
in Affglmnistan. How nmeh of each entered into 
ativ one outlmri^t cannot be cletcrmined* Private 

-tj" 

interest, personal vanity, fanatical excitement, were 
alike enlisted against the British and tlie »Shali. In 
a long couree of years, if a strong government could 
have been uiaintaincd. their iiifiuence might Imve 
been cruslieib but time and a rigorous arm were 
both ref^uisite for the task. 
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The mbsiou of the perfidious minister, Humzee 
Khan, haTing failed, more ellicieDt menus of ilealiiig 
with tlio insurgent chiefs were resorted to iu the 
employment of a tnilitaiT force cnmmmided bj Hit 
Robert Sakv which was marching to Jelalahad, pro* 
paratory to iU return to India- The first tafcsk to 
he performed was the forcing the pass of Khoord 
KoIkioIp which the disaffected ctiief«i had occupied* 
They here held a strong position, their main body 
being j^osted behind a breastwork near the middle 
of the pass, while iiortics occupied the surrounding 
heights- While the attention of the enemy iias 
jiartially diverted hj an n^nlt upon another point, 
the troops destined for the chief atUkck, which was 
Ui he (Itrcctetl against the enemy^s front, entered 
the gorge of the volley. The a^lvanced guard con¬ 
sisted of two coin ponies of her Majesty IStli light 
infantry, the flank companies of the 3i>th Bcngid 
native infantiy, a detachment of pioneers and two 
guns. Tire remainder of the two regiments of in¬ 
fantry formeil the main hmlj. As tha British force 
approached, it w^ajs discovered that the enemy were 
withdrawing from their position hi the valley, and 
occnp}ing tho rocky ridges of the mountains on 
both sides. They opened o wellnlirected fire, and 
in an early stage of the action Sir Robert Sale was 
wounded, and comjiclleil to leave the field. He 
had previously lUrectetl two companies of the 13th^ 
and one of the 35tht to ascend the precipitous 
heights for the ptirpoE^ nf clearing them. Colonel 
Dennie, who assumed the cummatid on Sir Robert 
Sale lieing disableilj brought up the main column 
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and gfltss to tlie enemy’s breastwork in the valley, 
and, finding it evacuated, yiushed them forrard to 
the Pitremity of the pass opposite to that by vrliicb 
they Lad entcrttl, where be took up an excellent 
position under cover of the walls of a fort which, 
though dosfited, was of some strength. In tho 
meantime, the akinnisliois on the heights had 
ably perforroeel their work of clearing them of 
the enemy. The native infantry reniaine<l at 
the fort, which had ijeen taken up; the Eu¬ 
ropean force retumeil to their encampment at 
I^oothauk. As they marched hack, some parties 
of the enemy occasionnlly shewed themselves, and 
»imc loss was sustained in ropclling their attacks. 
While the force under Sir Robort Sale wns thus 
dividcfl, tlicy were cstMTieed to sevcml night uttaoka, 
in ouD of which the 38th suffered severely, many 
men and ono officer, Lientcnaiit Jenkins, having 
fallen in the conflict. Later in the montll uf Oc¬ 
tober, Sir Robert Sale, having been reinforced, 
marched in the direction of Tazeen, the force feel¬ 
ing its way cantiously through the dcfilen, occupying 
iho hills on its flanks with akimiiAers, and leaving 
parties for the jjrotcction of its baggage nnd rear at 
selectwl points. No enemy was seen till the ad¬ 
vance and main Iwdy had halted in the Valley of 
Tazeen. From this vti!k'y another stretches out 
in a eouth-onflterly direction, and on the sidos and 
fill mm its of the mountains, incloHing the latter, were 
observod bodies of the enemy; while another por¬ 
tion of their force proparcsl to iltspiite the poases* 
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fion of a BtnaJ] conical bill ivhicb iMirtly doses the 
entrajicG to the branelijng viilley, tmd thns to bar 
the approach of the British force to n fortified spot 
called Muhoined tlfenrs fort^ of which the insur- 
gtmte hat! possession. They were, however^ driven 
from the hill by the advanced guard under Colonel 
Moateith. Tlio fort was then assailed^ and after a 
feebfe defence abandoned. Sir Robf^rt Sale 5n- 
teiidei] to estabii^^h here a depflt for his gick and 
wonnded^ and to adopt the place aa a jmjii iTappai; 
but tiie enemy con tinning to occupy a nearly cir- 
ciilar range of heights, and even occasionally to 
defend froiti them, it l>ecame noccssazy to dislodgo 
them from those parts nf the mountains from which 
tliey were able to command the British position, 
ami inflict considerable tLunnyance, CAjiecially by 
mght. This led to a serieg of Rkimiishee^ which 
ended in the British commander completely accom¬ 
plishing his object- 

While the force of Sir Roliert Sale occupied this 
pogition, a further attempt to terminate, by nego¬ 
tiation, the dis])utes with the disobcflient chiefs was 
made uinler the aus^dcos of Captain Mac:^gTegor. 
He received by them with u profusion of jiacitio 
I^rofcssions, and an agreement was concluded, but 
without a shadow' of intention on the part of the 
chiefs to adhere to any part of it. In prEiof of 
this, they continued to harass the British detach* 
Tiient under Sir Robert Side on its departure from 
Tazeen, The mmt serioiifl aniiuyonce received was 
on the 20th of Octolicp^ on marching from Jug- 
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{Jiiluk ID the direct mfi of GundarniH'k. Sonn^ 
m xnm\ was here sustaiccdi and a very caDsidemMe 
one in baggage aDil eamp equi|»nge; but thedetauU- 
mciit gui^efiftled is gallantly forcing ita ^vny, though 
the difficiiltiee of the ground, BurrounJed bv terrific 
niount^^iiis, Trcre almost iiisQf>er!ible. The hdKiure 
eiiKMintered by the detachnlent, and the spirit in 
which tlioy were sustained, will he best illuHtrate<J 
bv quoting tlie language of itfl distingr^ished com- 
mandeif, wim thus speaks of hia men Since 
leaving Kabool, they have been kept constantly on 
the alert by attacks by night ami day; from the 
time of their arrival at Ta^n they have iuvariahly 
bivouactcil, and the safety uf our pi>sitioiia has only 
been swnred by unreinitting labour, throwing up 
intrenehmeuts, and very st^vere outpost duty; whilst 
each succeeding nioruing has brought its athiir ^"ith 
a bold and active enemy, eminciitiy skilful in the 
fipecies of warfare to which their attempts liave 
confined, and armed with which have 

enabled them to aiiuoy us at a mnge at which they 
could only be reached by our artillery. Though 
comiieUeib by the eftects of my late wonnih to 
witness these conHlets from n dooly, 1 uiust liear 
my unequivocal testimony to the gallantry of ofliccrs 
and men on every t^ccasio^l of contact with the 
euemy, and csf^ially in scaling the tremendous 

heights above .lugdulnk.'^ 

At Guadiimuck tlio difficulties of Sir liobcrt 

* Li-ltej- fioin Sir Itobert Siilc to Captain Grant, 31Xli OcUJlwf. 
iH-il. 
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Sale begun tn tbiekeiij and amkM a variety of 
gloamv inteUigeiioo vi'liich ne^oljod him from various 
quarters he learned that Jeialabad ivjis mernieed 
bj tile enemy from the direction of Lugbnian. To 
^iire tlie pogsession of that iinportant place, ho 
resolved to march upon it fortbAritb. lie entered 
*r it on the 12th of S^oveniberi having bAiBtained con¬ 
siderable aiiiioTanee from pIundercrB. A party of 
these, who bad the imprtidence to follow the rear 
guard under Colonel Dcmiie into the plain, vrere 
iiCfit abruptly back to the heights by a bHlIiant 
eliarge of cavalry, headed l*v Captain Oldfield and 
Lien tenant Mnyne, before whom more than a hun¬ 
dred of the maitiiideni fell. 

Jelaiabad was found iiiTcsted on every' side by 
hordes of eiictuieSp The defences were weak, Imt 
Sir liobert Sale proceeded with characteristic vigour 
to improve them. In the mean time the eiicrny 
were active- Fhey burned diii^n a cantonment 
raised by the English at great espouse in the pre¬ 
ceding year, and under cover of trees and old builds 
ing?i, kept op a fire of mosketn^ against the w'alU 
at a short range, by which some lo^s was suftcred. 
To get rid of this eonlimied soiirco of annoyance, a 
sortie Was made on the 14th of November bA" a party 
under Lieutenant Colouel Moiiteith. The ottompt 
was entirely siicei?ssful, and a bidy of at loa&t fivo 
thouBand men were utterly di3peifje<I by a force 
consisting of three hundreil men of her Majesty 
13t1u three hundred of the 35t1i Dengal native in¬ 
fantry, a hundred sappers and miner>, two hundred 
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nf tlie Khjfbcr corps, a Bfjuadron of the 6th light 
cavalry, a few irfegolaJ* horse, and three gnus. 

It wns obvjouB that, though the enemy was dis¬ 
persed fora time, their speedy and frequent return 
was to be es|>ecteJ ; it was not less obvious that no 
early relief was to he looked for by the British force 
in Jeklnlmd. To dimiuish the consumption of pro¬ 
visions as far as was practicable was, utuler those 
circumstances, an indiepenfiablc measure ut [(recau- 
tionj and with a view to this object, Sir BohcrtSale 
proceeded to dismiss from the place the women and 
children, wlioac presence could only be emburmssing 
to the garrison, and dangeroneto theiiutflves, mid all 
the malo population, excepting shopkeepers, whose 
continued residence was to be desired. This clear- 
aiicc not only reduced the niimbcr of cltiimaiits for 
food, but had the effect of pirging the city of sus¬ 
picious characters, of wlioin there were matij. The 
rcjMisc that folJowetl the dispersion of the enemy 
was emplojeil in carrying on the improvementa in 
the defences with rdloubled vigner. “We have 
availed ourselves of the panse," said Sir llobort 
Sale, “ to put the walls into a state of defence, 
which Avill, I trust, enable us to defy the efforts of 
any Asiatic force, unaided by siege artillery, \ot 
vm there eutpugh in the circumstances in which 
the brave garrison of Jelalal^fttl was placed to have 
Justilied some shadow of defEpondoncy, had its noble 
commander been capable of entertaining such a 

• Lett« of Sir UoIkvI Ssle to Major Cfaieie. 18th NoT«nl«r. 
1841. 
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ri'cUng. “Ttro regiments and tbo corps of s.t|j- 
lion*," Lc writefl, "do not more than eulHcc to man 
tliciso extensive wallSi and great efforts nrc required 
of ujh. Wo need snccours in every way; troops, 
treasure, proTisions, and ammunition now, and a 
siege train, to onalffo iia to retrieve tULugs by aotivo 
npenitions oil the CDuelusion of the winter/'* Thus 
did this aminciit officer look forward through uioiithe 
of anxiety, destitution, and suffering, with feelings 
tinged with ho[)efu]nesa, to the period when ho 
trustee] to 1)0 again able to take the field in vindi¬ 
cation of bis country's honour. 

Before reaching Jelniahart, Sir Robert Sale Imd 
teamed that ail was not wdJ nt Kabool. While 
enipiged in jireparitig for the defence of the former 
place, ho received a Buininutis to march the troofis 
under his command immediately to the capital. 
This task lio declined to attempt, and it wouhl he 
unjust to gi^o his reasons in any other than his own 
simple, lucid, and forcihle language. “ I beg to 
represent tliat the whole of nij caitiji Cfjuipage Ims 
hecii destroyed; that the wounded and sick have 
increased to upwards of three hundred ; tliat there 
is no longer a eiiiglo def»6t of provisions on the 
roate, and the carriage of the furee is not enflieient 
to bring on one day's rations with it. 1 have, at 
the same time, positive inthrmatioii that tlie whole 
country is in anus, and ready to ojqiose ns in the 
dofilea between this city and Cubool, while my aiii- 

Lvtter uf Sir EtAhcrt Sole to ftfnjw Cmigic, 13th of Norvein- 
ber, 
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munittnii is insufficiefit for iii*»ro than two stifh con- 
tcsta as 1 sliould nssaretlly have to sustain for six 
days at loast. With my present means I coultl nnt 
force the jiaflsca of either .Ingduluk or Khooril Ca- 
bool; and oven if the my brigade did rcimli 

Caliool, I am given to undorstand that I should find 
the tivjopft now garrisoning it without the tneans of 
Buhsistcnce. Under these ciroumstaiicpfl, a rcganl for 
the honour and interest of our govenimeut eomi^ls 
me to adhere to my already foxraetl of putting 
this place into a state of defonce, and bolding it, if 
possible, until the Cahool force falls hark upon me, 
or siiceoum arrive fi^m Peshawar or India.”* Per- 
BonalJy, Sir Kohert Sale must have wished to have 
been (it Kahool, for his wife and daughter were 
there and exj.>oBed to danger t hut he could not 
sacrifico an nrmy to the grutification of his personal 
feelings. 

There was, indeetl, a fearful need of further mili- 
tai 7 assistance at Kabool; but before entering into 
the particulars of tire necessity, it will l>e cmvenicnt 
to state the positions of the forces of the allied 
powers in the vicinity of that place. The force at 
and near Kalxifd, in the heginniug of October, had 
Gonsistod of her Majesty s 13th ami 44th ^ 
5ttj, 35th, 37tli, and 54th Bengal native inljfitO- 
the 5th Bengal light cavalry, a company of fwt 
and a troop of horse artillery, two regiments of lire 
dbnL’s infantry, a moimtaiQ train of artillery, with 
Bomo others 'iK^longing to the Shall, and sonic 

* utter of Sir ^ ^ Ciiytiiin Pktoa, IsOi of No- 

vetuber, imi- 
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cavalry^ both Hiniloetanee aiif! Aflglian^ forming 
part also of tb<* Shah's fnrcp. The Quioen’s ISth, 
the 35th oiid STth Bengal DotiTe jnfinitrT, a 
squadron of the otii cavalry, and some details of 
artillery and sapper^ constitutiHl the force of Sir 
Roliert Sale [ but the 37th had not gone fnrviaril 
with the rest of the force to GiiiidaniuckT and 
subsequently to Jelalahad, hnt had been left in 
positiofi at Khoord Kabool to keop open tlie com- 
munJeatioD. The force which rDinnSiietl at Kalxjol 
ivas diGlided betTveen tho Bala Hissar^ the roval 
residence, whieh ovtTlooked tho town^ and the can- 
tooment^i, lying about three miles fr^nn it. Some 
British officers resided w ithiu the town, and iJiirts 
of tho comnuBsariat establishments were within il@ 
walls, JVIuch of this amingonient appears to have 
been injudicious^ but there soeniH to have been an 
almost liTianimous determination to sliut tlie ears 
against all iotJmations of dangerj and indulge in a 
luxurious dream of safety equal to that enjnved 
within the MahTatta ditch* 

The moniJjig of the 2nd November dissipated the 
spell it broke with signals of violenec and ulnmii 
The city was in a state of commotion i fhe shops 
Were plundered, the houses of the British officers 
attacked, aijd their gervaots everywhere insnUtd 
and thrtiitcDed. Among the Gist of the hoiiBeg 
assaultefi were those of Sir Alexander Burney and 
of Ca[)tain JohaRtorit paymaster of the Shah^g hwees* 
It is iHjIievLHl, that had the former officer acte?<l 
with declsiun^ the ontlirtiik might have l^eeii at 
once chet^koil; hut Sir Alexander Burne^i forljode 
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hh guard Ui fire on the insurgents.* and preferrpd 
trying the effect of addretsing to them a epeeeh. 
What Were the arginnenta by whieJi he sought to 
Boothe into cal in ness the eneited jiassinns of despe¬ 
rate men eim never he known, fur his powers of 
moral suasion failed, and he perished in a parade of 
magiiaiiimuua forbearance. With him fell his brfH 
thcr, Lieutciuuit Bumes, of the Bomhiij army, and 
Lieutenant Williaiu Bminlfoot, of the Bengal Euro- 
jn'iui regiment — an officer whom all niports unite in 
euh*gi 2 iiig, ami whoee life was dearly paid lor by 
Ids nssailaiitn, sis of whom met destmetion frtmi bis 
hand before it was paralyzed by death. The aepnya 
who formed the guard of Sir Alexander Bunass and 
of the treasury fought nobly, so soon as they were 
poniiitteil to fight, and inanifestetl the iinnnesa 
and fidelity which the native soldier has «o often 
dis[dayed in the cause of tlie government whose “salt 
he eats;’* hut they were overpowered by the iiumbers 
wlikdi unthrifty delay had permitted to accumulate, 
and with their lives they surrendered their trust. 
The SlmU’s treasury, ns well as the residence of 
Sir Alexander Buriics, were plundered ; every mail, 
woman, ami child found in either maasaerefl; and, 
finally, tho buildings tired. The whole city was now 
in a Btate of insarrection, and it was dangerous for 
an European countenance to be anywhere visible- 
Some British oflicers were w nunded. and others very 
narrowly escaped- Captain Sturt, of the engineers^ 
was assailed in the precincts of tlie palace, and 
- yeuUfnint Bj«'* Military OpenUlons st KuLwU p. '21- 
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stabbed in three places by a young man whose dress 
indicated rcspeciflbUity of [lositjon, aji<I vrho imiiie- 
dlately escaped Into an adjacent buiJclings the gates 
of wbich^ as soon as. be Lad passed them, were 
closed. Captain Laorenct% military secretary to the 
Rritish EuToy, while riding to deliver a message to 
the Shall, was attacked by an Aflgliao of ffrociaiia 
appearance, who aimed at him a furious blow* The 
officer avoided it, and putting ppur® to his horsei 
esra[ted the fate wliicli had that morning overtaken 
mine of liis brethren in arms; he wn« iniuiciUatcdy 
afterwards fired on by a con side riihlc liody of the 
irunrgentSi but sueceediHl in reaching the palace in 
safety. 

While such events were in progreRi, it cannot 
Ije supposed that tlie authorities, either native or 
British, were altogether inactive. The Shah dis¬ 
patched one of hia sons with seme Aflglian retainers, 
a Mindnstanee corps in hij^ service called CampbeirB 
regiment, and two guitei to check the insurrectiunary 
movement; but this force was beaten back by the 
insurgents, aud it was not without difficulty that 
they succeeded in hringing off their guus. Early in 
the day an order Iml lieen dispatched to Brigadier 
Shelton, wdio commanded a force eucanijicd at a 
place called Sceah Sung, a short distance from the 
capitak to march a part of his troops to the Bala 
llissar, or royal eitucick where the Shah rcsideik 
and the remainder into the British cantonment. 
Ordem were likewise forwarded for the retiiru of 
the 3rth Bengal native infantry, who were posted 
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at Khoori KalxwL Brigadier Shelton's force arrivedt 
bat, m it a|>peiu:a, to little pur(»se: “the day,” says 
an officer on the »]iot, “ wna suffered to pass 
any thing being done demonstrative of British energy 
and poTier.”* Early on the niomiiig of the 3r«l, the 
troops from Khoonl Kabool arrived under the com- 
matiil of Major Griffiths, haring Imd to fight their 
way for the whole distance with a hotly of Heveml 
thousand Ghllsies who bung upon ihem. They, 
nevertheless, eiiccectled in preserving nearly the 
whfdo of their Ijaggnge, as well os in hringing in all 
their wmiuded, and they arrived at Kahool in ns 
perfect order as if the march “lind been a mere 
parade inovfinent.’’t reinforced, 

nothing decisive seems to havo lieen attemptal, and 
this day pasawl much like the prectrilng one. A 
few desultory efforts were made, hut no connecteil 
or sustained plan cither for attack or defenceapjieara 
to have existed. In consotiuence the insurgents 
gradually gathoriHl strength, and obtained possession 
of iml after post in quick suwoEsion. A tower 
occupicl by Captain Trevor, of the 5th cavalry, a fort 
within muKket-shot of it, usoil partly ns a storehouse 
bv the SbaJi’s cummlssoriat, jiartly as a lewdeiiee 
for Brigadier Anquotil, and a houK at a short 
distance from tlio fort itihahitetl by C.iptain Troup, 


* Eyre’» MLlitfli7 Operation! ot Kibool^ p- ^6. 

'I' IjiiIt Sdilc** JooTT-iisli p* ■43i- 
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aodcr ™b Wymir it ivibcu tb« 

upan Major Griffitlia Mil uh aaieerDcJ,"—hlllltiiry Openuiou*. 
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brigade mfyor of the Shah'a forces^ were nil defen- 
aible po5t^. and were for a time defendeiL Thej 
wore loat fcjrWBmt of nmmunitioiit fur a frc*&ll tfopply 
of which^ preasfng epplleatiou was niRdi^ but with¬ 
out effect- A considerable number of chiefs who 
remained faithful to the cause of the allies had 
proceeded to ilio house held hj Captain Trevor with 
a tender qf as^^i^tD-nce. That they were eiiicort? is 
]daced Uwoud question by two facta;. One of the 
chiefs offered his son as a hostage for his good 
faith, and actunlly placed him in the hands of the 
British officer; and fiirther, when all hope wnn lost 
from the non-arrival of assintancep several of the 
])arty escorted Captain Trevor and his family to the 
British cas^tontiients. Neither Brigadier Anquetil 
nor Captain Troup was pn'sent at the fort and 
house which they rcspeerively occupieih and the task 
of defending the fort fell to Cajttaiu Mackenzie* Jle 
held it till he had nut a shot to fire, and then cut his 
way through tiie enemy to the British lines, which 
he reacheil, though not withotit being wounded** 

* Mfickeozie draiKnbed liia adventiira na tiiid Dccuuia 

iii fl letter to LiEULFimac Eyre* publtoLed by the Intter officer m 
hlfl [Lem^inc of the miLtBiy opemtionfl Ht Kabotnl, tmd ibe itceount 
i* to lively imd gmphic, thut a ptartian afit May properly be quoted, 
for tke Bike of the vivid iinpre^iloD which it givta of the incidentB 
of 1 retreit by ni^ht througb n comitry occiipied by an memy- 
" Befoir we luul proceeded half m mile* the rear misiKid the ad- 
I'Anre, ojiaTi whom a pwt of the ctusmy hid bcguei to fir*L AH my 
regulm had onrpt ahead with the md 1 found my^ctf 

(done with m diuprwfe and two Euwara* in the niidat of a heJ[deM 
ajid wnilio^ crowd of women and ohiOdrEii, Riding on by myselfi 
along a narrow lane^ to try and jimk out the rooif* I fiHLnd myielf 
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It is not Cflsy—perhaps it never will he practicable 
—to ascertain precisely tho cttufios of the unfortunate 
w'aiit of oaerfy vvhicli at this time pervmletl Itio 
counsels and moTctiieats of the British. The chief 
milltarj' command tvns held by General Elpliinstone, 
an officer of Llfjh dmracter, but cmisiderably ad¬ 
vanced in years, and severely sliaketi by ilisease- 
Tho sanje apathy winch had led to tho loss of tho 
tower atid fort on the 3rd of November contitiueil 


wddenly Burrounded by o [Skrty of .Urghaim, whom tl first T took 
to be OUT JHZBhdiBeB, Kid spoke n. Mwm di sueli. ITiej ^^uickly 
undecsived m?. howewr. by wyioE * Fexinghee Imst, ' here 
h B. EuTDlitMi,’ and attnckliis me witli Pffwdi lad 

Snuirias my bon» violenlly. I wbeeM r€ufld, cuttms froio nght 
tn left, for I fortimitoly bid my ew~ •vronl drawn pirviomi n> the 
MrndH^. My bioWB. by God'! mercy, liaintd tlm B«a^ p-rt ol 
thJrt.aaJ I wna lucky ciiouih to cut off the band ofmy murt 
outniEeeuB ««»iknt. la ,bort. after a d^pemte Btruggk du^g 
wLkli I racwvud trro sU^rlit fflLbrt cut^* vad tt b w on e 
ay htnd, ftom a fellow whose *word tun^l in hl» bnnd, which 
kiuJckEd tnc half off my bom:. 1 escaped oat of the enwh, 
unhurt tltfough two TOllcyi of luusketiy ffom the whole ^het. 
Wbieb, hy that time, had Imonm al«m=d, and hud turned out 
1-hcy iKuaued me. hut I iMii distanced them, errtsmg wverd 
field, nt speed, and gnining n road which t pcre^-cd led ron^ 
the western cud or ibe Shah's sarden 
akiiig, lu my bormr I pcremfcd my i»tfi ngain oc 
d«»i^ body of Affgban*. ftetreat was Impossible; so putung ^ 
trust b God, 1 cbmged into the midst of tfiem. hopmgtbu 
wciglil Of my Imme would cluw my way for me, »d 
my^ord cute for my last struggle. It wus well 
J hy the time that 1 hml tmseked ov« some twenty 
found that they wen: my own JuenilclmM. If y“t 
rieuced andibn rvlH fr»m u bidi-u* nightmare, you may unsgine 

J.ri»s .tal fat ™.. lim. I»« P“"e “"'““5^ 

putft iit tin: ciMiDiy, I naiclisd caisiotimcsitis. 

voifo vr, ^ 
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tii reign on tlie 4tb, tmd mtli disju^trous 

results. Ensign Wurrou, of tlio 5tL Bengal native 
infentiT, wLu, with a small force, occijjMecl the fort 
of tbc Bfitisb commissariat, refwrted that he was 
pressed bj tlio etiemj, and that, unless reinforced, 
he conld not Jong hold out. On the posaession nr 
the losa of this fort depended the solution of the 
question whether the Britkli amij- at Kahool should 
be fed or starveil; yet, Btrnngu m it must appear, 
the answer to Ensign Warren's communieation was 
the despatch of a small force to B£si!^i him in evacu- 
atiiig a place which it was so essential to retain. 
The attempt to reach the fort failed, as did aimtlicr 
euhsfMjuently mailo* anil hoili were attended hy 
^vore loss. In the meantime, intclligoncti of the 
intention tif abamlotiing the fort having retkched 
Captain Boyd, the chief coinmiasarlat officer of the 
British army, he bastoned, in conjunetioo with 
Captain Johns«m, who held the sarae situation in 
tliu army of the Shall, to lay before tlie gencmJ the 
fiital consequences tliat must result from such a 
step, reppcwatiiig that the place enntaiued an))iiHcs 
of grain, rum, medicine, clothing, and other stores, 
of the value of four lace of rupees—that the immense 
loss wliioU would be sufitaineil by the nbandonmout 
of them Was not tlio worst eilbet to he apprehended, 
but that Such on act would greatly add to tlie confi¬ 
dence of the oneniy, while it would involve the 
almost certain destmcdoti of the whole British force, 
there not being within the cantonmentB a stock of 
provisions equal to more tlian two days’ consump- 
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tion, while no hope could be entertained, under the 
eircimiBtances that oci^ted, of procuring supplies 
elsewhere. The repreBcntatirin was too powerful to 
he resisled, though it cJuinot but excite surprise that 
it ;e!ioii|d have been rc^jtiJrcfh and it was determined 

direct the coimuauiler of the coiuuiiiiS^at fort to 
persist in its JefcncCi A fiirtlier €?onimiLfji lent ion 
from that ofHtw announcctl that tiis difficulties 
increased—that the enemy were preparing for an 
attack, and were» he believed* engaged in mining 
one of the towers — that the temper of fiis garrison 
was bad—tliat isome of Iris men had inaile their 
escape over the wall, and that, with reference to all 
cirenrustauces, ho could not maiiitsJn hitnself many 
hours nnlm reiuforctHh The answer to this com- 
miiuieation Ava^ that he should be rekiforccd by two 
o'clock in the morning. 

The gate of the commissariat fort was com- 
mauded by another fort called Mahomed SUurocfs, 
and the possossinn of this latter fort was, conse- 
qaetiily, ile^iued rc^juisito to ensure success to any 
attempt to relievo the fonner* Some mfomiation 
os to its means of defence Aras obvioa^ly desirable, 
and a man was dispatched to gather such as has-tj 
observation might fiimish. On hi.'? jeotnm, ho re¬ 
ported that about twenty men wert^ seatefl with nut 
Mahomed Shureef s fort, smoking and talking j hut, 
from wlmlhe could learn, the force within wii^ very 
small, and miable to resij^t a sudden attack. 1 lie 
tidings brought by tbia messenger producotl no re¬ 
sult but a ileteniiination to send another* wbo* 
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TetuniiniT, mrml>f>m.tCil the report of ]m preilccFfi- 
80J-. Still nothing was done—consultatioD and dia- 
cushion consjumed the haun^ albeit at l>est too few, 
whicli remniiiod for affording effectual succour to 
I'lwign VViirreii, and saving from the grcap of the 
enemy his incalculablj valuable charge. At last Jt 
was resolved that in the morning a deUiehnient 
sliordd be sent off; but, just as it was on the fadiit 
of marchingt newis was received that Ensign Warren 
Imd arrived in cantonments with his garrisont having 
ahandoned the fort, and by consequence snrrendercfl 
all the meaJifi nf sabHistoiiet^ on wliidi the army could 
rcly^ The erjcmv had set fire to the gate, and the 
garrison were led out through a hole in the wall^ 
Tliia w^as a hlow' at the Liritish cause in Kabool 
f*efore wdiich it reeled. The train w:ir fired, and an 
exphisioTi could not be fiir distant whicli might l>c 
exjiGctod to involve in common min those who had 
entered Affghanistati in pride and trinniph, to ehatigc 
its niters ami its laws, and him who owed tu their 
anus a diadem which now tremliled on his hrow^ 
It no sGoner/'^aap Lieutenant Eyrc^ ^ liecame 
generally kriow'n that the commissariat fort, upon 
which we were tlqiendent for ^pplies^ had Wn 
abandoned, than one universal feeling of indignation 
jiervadcd the garrison; nor can 1 describe the im¬ 
patience eff the troojjs, but efliiecioJiy the native por¬ 
tion, to be led out for its recapture—^a feeling that 
was by no uieaiis diniinUFhcd by their seeing the 
Allghans crossing and recrossitig the road between 
tlie commissariat fort and the gate of the Siiah 
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IfKkn with the jiroviBionB on wlikli Iiatl Oe- 
jwniled our ahility to ninke a jirotractad defence;’* 
Well, inJeetl, miftht iinliguation and ioii«.ticiico 
prevail ; and ao strongly were* they ex]»re@sed, that at 
last it wafl revived to make an atteiniit against Miip 
homed Shurcefs fort, the pmcticaUility of capturing 
which had occasioned so much solemn discusBioji, 
during which all the stores were lost. Two guns, 
under Lientenaut Eyre, were to oputi a fire on the 
fort, uiuler cover of which a piirty, under Major 
Swaitie, was to advance and blow open the gate 
with a bog of powder. The guns opencl their fire, 
and continne.1 it until their supply of ainmnnidoti 
was nearlv exhausted; hut, from some cause, the 
party which was to foree the gate remained still. 
withi>ut attem]iting to perform their ullottetl hisk. 
anti the whole were ft>caUed into cantonment#. 
“ThuC remarks Lieutenant Eyre, “the enemyt 
enjoyed their triumph nnditninished, and great was 
the rage of the sepop of the 37th native infantiy. 
who had evinced the utnu>st eagerncHS to he led out, 
at this disappointment of their hopcfl. j: 


• Milioiry Opemtiaiu » KHtoal, p. 58- 

eJ, o» the loiad tho feat jwdonnrf th' Kin» 

ha ansT of forty thonflund, imiPOrtHlljied 

Ueaten-u^t Ey« -PI««« »» 1^? b W on th* offi«v ui 

of iLe storming W 

„rn»hing fonmd wirh las men. v. beca ^ ^ 

mciaitimc iei#^d under ^ cf 

TOMt ride The genend, who w» «ir ,.mc«d»ee« 

L that Ihc ciiiniinBiiiairii.ti wjb ronaiug 

tiffi entewityi ohB«rn£ig mw .rti... w 

fho^nod that the ttvop# Lad WIed to Ukv #dna«.so uf Uu beri 
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On the foIIowiDg day aaotlier attempt lyas maclo 
upon the enibartiisatiig^ fort, irhicli would seoro to 
hate \>cm crectod for no other jitirpoj*^ but to con- 
ftiBo tbe coimsets and baftic the efforts of the British 
force. At tin earJj hour three iron nLne-'fHJUnder& 
were brriu^dit to bear ajion the nortb-easi bastion^ 
and two howitzers upon tbe contiguous eurtain. 
The firing' was mamtatned for about two lionrs, 
during which the artinerymen were expo^d to tbe 
fin? of the enemy^H BhaTp-sbootera statiunec] on a 
couple of high towers which complettdy commemded 
the battery. A practicable breach being effectedi a 
storming party* consiating of three conifMiiiiea, ono 
of her Msijeety's 44th, one of the 6th natiTo iiifaiUry, 
and one of the 37th native inftintrtt marched for- 
ward iijid sfseedily curried the place. The death- 
throe of this tedoubtabje fort was far less riolent 
thait might bare i>een expected from tiie degree of 
tenacity attributed to it. About one hundred and 
fifty men succeeded in planting tlic Rritfeh flag upon 
it; but it is to he lamented that the gallaut nfHcerr 
Eiisigit liaban, of the Queen’s 44 th, who first waTcd 
it on the summit ef the breach, was shot tlimugli 
the heart while iu the act of thu^ displaying the 
signal of his country's trinmph. 

The cavalry pursued the fugitives from the place, 

appurtmilty for ulvmicitig, t^callcd iw into cimtoiunciits." Ln^y 
SaIe^« on iiicciinp4i!tetit inilitiiiy thoD^b of tbe 

CD tile iitW hund, tb Attrilitite th.«! chief hkme tb the 
l^i^tu^ral. She u.j'ji j — ITie troop& n^tircid by order of Geficmt 
ElpLioAtaiief |q my nci hiiiaIJ suijiruep fur the iuftn y hud begun 
to run out bum m In^cu binatiaD ; hut wbtn lliey found our |3t*of k 
Ktrei^icg, thijy coiunge, and no moi^ left the fort." 
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avid the hills were siieedily covered with the enemy’s 
horee issuing forth for their protection. A severe 
^counter took place, but the enemy threw out 
such vast numlx'rs that no serious impression could 
be mode on them, and as the day dosed, both parties 
retired from the conflict. 

For some days after this aliair, shot and shells 
were thrfjwu from the HiUa Hissar into the town, 
hut with little eftect, heyond the alarm which they 
wore cakulnteJ to create. Plans were suggeated 
for recapturing tho eommissariat fort, and so modi 
of the stores as yet rfinitined in it; hut they wore 

suggested only, not acted upon.* 

Tho enemy ajtpenivd on tlie heights in great 
numhonj, and with great boldness, and little was 
done or attempted that waa ciilcuhaod to check 
this feeling in them. The very debilitated state of 
Geuoml El phi ii stone’s health, at this time, rendcroil 
it iiecessarj* that.he should have the assistance of a 
coutijutor, possessed of greater bodily vigour, and 

• In llie ILrely and intciwliue nflira^w! of '** 

Jbllowiag p^«ase [actant, 

genenUJ mi Belles 

ifl««ncn with Sturt \ha wq.ia-law, and chirf ^ 

cngiireen], at niot, luoal ewninB*. at «ir hmm. ^ 

Ni^mlxr] arrtngvo^^t. mad. for «i.rjrmg ih. hhah - 

gardta and the commissariat fort by dajbreali, avury tbwg S 
so clearly that I tmderttood k as wdl a* 

the hondkmchkfl™ making. * • * Plan. r™re sl^tcbcd. 

and all the mlnati* written out.«thnt the Bonrml mipbl ha™ no 
qucstlnna to «k. It is imw midniabt. imd no luply has beau 
unV from him. tliouiib an answer wu to haw come to say 
wLellicr the work sliould he dooe or not." From aub^i^ 
pawagea hr Urn younml. it «*«!•» that tlio Bcnciiil heaUaud-ticu 

o^tproved tbe plim—llitJi nbandoiaed it. 
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accanMiJ^ly Urigftclicr Shelton, the ofllcor noeond iu 
eriininaud, was called from the Hula IIto can- 
tcmincnt^ii. Ills |presence followed by increased 
activity; but the creilit fpf the change appears to l)e 
due to Sii Williani Macrmghtcn^ towards wham it 
is a bare act of Justice to that whatever of 

|irfim|ititude and energy wns displayed in the higlier 
departments of atfaiis at Kabool, during these un¬ 
happy scenes, Reems traeeablo to him. The crtcniy 
Itail taken poEacsiion of eomo forts, one of which, 
called the Rika Baahec fort^ was situaUxl ilirectly 
opposite an inelosure, known ns tlie Mli'sioti Com- 
f>ouiid, at the north-east angle of the British can^ 
tonmenta, and within musket-shot of the w*orks.* 
Into those they poured their fire^ and it party of 
sharp-shooters, who found cover among Etoine ruins 
in the Ticinity, picked off irith deadly certainty 
the British artilleiymoii while engaged in working 
their guns. Sir Willi rim Maenaghten stroiigly uigtxl 
the necessity of disloilging the enemy from this 
post, hut W{pnhl probably not have succeeded in 
obtaining the consent of the mihtary authorities to 
tlio task Ijeing attemjited, had he not oflx^red to 
take on himself the entire rospomihility of the act* 
Thereupon the geiieral ordered a force to W prfl- 
vidcil to storm the fort. It consistcil of the QulWs 
IrJrtli regiment, the 37th native infautrj;, two horse 
artillery gims, one meuutaju-tmin gun, and a cou- 
Biderabic hotly of native forces^ Captain JJellcw 
undertfiok to blow open the luniii gate* but fri^m acei- 


* iSyfe'a MilitaTy OpcrutiooB in Knhoel. 
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ilcnt or eiwr he it, nncl instetitl, blew in the 

wickot gate at the aide, affoniitig an aportiiro of auch 
Enmil dimeiiBiotifl that not more than tvrn or throe 
moil could enter abreiist. and these ^ ere compelled 
to stttop. Under these disadTOiitages, a handful of 
the assailants got in; among these were Colonel 
Mackerell, of her Majesty's 44 th; Lientenant Cadett, 
of the same regiment; Lieutoimnt Hawtrey, of the 
3 Tth Henga! native infantry, and Ideutenatit Bird, 
of the Shah’s force. Though the number of those 
who had passed the gate was small, it was sufficient 
to B]iread dismay among the garrison, wlio, not 
doubting that the whole British force would follow, 
rushed, in consteniatioti, through a gate on the si.le 
of the fort opposite to that whieh had been earned. 
Unha|?fiilj% at thh numictit a charge of cavalry roun 
the comer oF the fort spread panic among the troops 
before the gate; they tumml. and it liecume, says 
ono of tlio narratom of the event, “ a sceno of jamw 
17111 prut" TLo oHicera in vain exerteil themselves 
to bring back the men to their duty; and when 
Major Scott, of the 44 th, after it'Sorting without 
efieet to command, expostulation, mid entreaty, 
called on volunteera to follow him, the cull was 
nuaw'cred by only a single private.* All would now 
Imve hcen'loet but for the iron ix^rseveraiice of 
Brigmlier Shelton, who, amidst the hot iire of t 0 
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enemy and the wilJ m$h of tho recreant troops, stood 
firtn and unmoYcd—Btriyingj by the exercise of hh 
authoritT* and still more by hh aiuniatiiig example, 
to save the British iiamo from tho disgrace im}>end- 
iiig over it, lie at last encoeede<l m rallying the 
xiien, who adraiiccd once more to the attack, and 
once more wavereil, although now the fire of the 
guns fmm the oautoiimentSi and a domonatration on 
the jmrt of the Britih^h Cftvaliji had checked the 
career af tho Affghnn horse. But the hesitation 
was overcome by the energy of the brigadier- The 
fissailaiits pressed forward, and tlie fort was won. 

The situation of the BmaW British party who had 
ontorod the fort^ and romained Mithin it while 
their comrades were shrink Jug from their duty 
without, was a sul^oet of intG!i80 mid jniinfid 
interest. Lieutenanta Cndett ami Uawtry had ro 
tnmed^ to eiidcaTonr to bring up tho moiip hut the 
feto of tho rest was to l>cj ascertained. Tho little 
handp it appeara. on finding themselves deserted, had 
hastUy shut the gate through whicli the greater |mrt 
of the garrison had escaped, and secured tho chain 
with a bayonet. The unha]>py circumstiuiceSv how¬ 
ever, prevail Jug on the opposite aide, cucoimiged 
the enemy to return, wlilcli they did in conaidemhio 
numbers; and having succeeded in removing the 
ktyone tlic gate was re-opened, ^uid the foe rushed 
itu Their fury was exercifi-cd without reatraint 
tipon Colonel Macketcll, whom they hacked in a 
frightful manner. Lieutenant ftird, with two scpi^j^ 
of the 3?th, found slid ter in a Eatable, which they 


BTttTISn EMPIRE W IKDtA. 


2G7 

iKimcadotl. One of the sepoys wna Itilled, btit 
Lieutenant Bird and the other defended themselves 
for a considerable period—maintniujiig a fire vrbici 
knocked do%Ti all who ventured to approach their 
retreat, with a precision pnniortioned to the dim¬ 
ness of the cftmhflt. In this way more than thirty 
of tbo enemy met their death; and when the fort 
was gained, the gallant pair were found by their 
companions unluirmed. The rescue, imleed, was at 
the Inst moment, for the animnnition of the besieged 
comimtanta was reduccfd to a stock of five car 
tridges. 

The loss of the British on this occasion amounted 
to two hundred killed and wounded. Captain 
McCrae, of the 44th, wae cut down in the gateway 
on the first rash, and Captain Westmacott, of tho 
37 th, wiis shot while engaged in skintiishing w ith 
out. The fate of Colonel Mackerell has already 
heen mentioned. 

Several adjacent forts were, on tho fiiU of Rika 
Bashee, abandoned by the enemy. In one some 
grain wna found—a most welcome dLscover)-. 
time was lost in beginning to transport it to a safer 
spot, bat thera waa not time to ix-move the ’vr o c 
befoKj nightfall. A guanl was ori>lied for to iiro- 
tect the remainder, but refused; and in the mom 
ing, as might have been aiiticipated. it was gone. 

Oq the 13th j^ovemher, tho enemy again appearing 
in grciit force on tho heights, and firing into the 
British cantonments, a force was sent out to diitpciwj 
them. Tim movement, like tho attack on iLe Kika 
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_11' Eagbten, wtio, oil this occasion also, was rer|iiirefl to 
take upon hintflolf the entire reeiiousibllity attached to 
It. There was another and tiiore lumentable point of 
resemlihmce between tlie two occasions. On bntlii 
the infantry^ liuropcan and native, manifested an uii* 
steadiness not to hn exjieicted* Tlie fortune of the 
day^ however, was with the British^ and a grm waa 
taken from the enemy. Another might have been 
captured^ but it was protceted hy a hot fire from n 
body of Afghan infantry^ and the 44th could not lie 
pi\-vai]ed upon to incur the danger attendant on 
carrying it ofE The fear of the Europeans was 
shared by the natiTe tr(iops. The eapture of the 
gun being thus frustrated. Lieutenant Eyre, witli 
tho horse artillery gimner, deaceuded into the ravinu 
where it lay, and spiked it. 

The feeble hold which Shah Slioojiih anej his 
atlii^ liad on Kabool was ulojij tested simultfuiDoiislj 
in almost every part of the country* Aliout the 
A.o. 1B41. midille of November^ Major Pottii^er^ political 
G^nt in Kohistaii, necompanied by Lieutenant 
Haughton^ adjutant of a Gourka regiment in the 
Shah'S service, and a single soldier of that regiment, 
arrived in KabewJ^ after undergoing extmordinaiy 
harflshi^ns, and cncounieriag grt^t danger in effect¬ 
ing a safe retreat from the scene of his official 
functions^ His fort in Lughman had been attacked. 
Ins assistant. Lieutenant liattraVi, mnrdercdt and 
liiinsclf farced to withdraw to Chorekar. Thert\ 
ho we VC he fouml no [>eruianciit resting-place. 


nnrrtsu fwi'IRE jh imwa, 2flO 

CbarokdT ww clftseJy iinfestG<l by ibc Gnemj-—^tlic 
liritiiili nntpostfl attacked, and in successioii carrlwl. 

Iti defotiding tliem. Captain Codiiiigton, tbe officer in 
enuirannd, woa kiUud, ami Major I’ottiuger wounded. 
Tho garrison at Cborekar Buffereil fGarffiUy from 
want of water; it being necCBsaiy iiflcr a time to 
clis]iGnsc this jirime nocegaaiy of existence in quan¬ 
tities equal only to btdf a wine-glass for caeli mmi, 
and fiimliy tbe supply failed altogether. Desertion 
had boon for flomo time going on, and open mutiny 
followed. On Ueutenaiit llmigbton attempting to 
soLmj two dcsertem, who liad returned apparently for 
the piiTiK>se of jiersuiidmg their eomrudea to follow 
tboir example, be was cut doivn by a jcmmlar of 
artillery, who repeated the blow while the officer 
lay on the ground, and then nisbed out, followed 
by nearly all the Mahometans in tbe place. The 
tmops who remained were completely disorganized; 
and from this post, also, it liecame neeeseniy to 
retreat. Proceeding tow'orde KtibooJ. the tods mid 
perils of tbe road were so lUspiritlng. tlmt all the 
fugitivOT ilropt off excepting the single soldier wbis 
fts alrfwly inentioaed, arrivcil with the two offii!i.'ra 
nt the British cantonnients. where, says Lieut. Lyre. 
“ they were received by tbeir bmtbreu iu arnm as 
men rUen from the deail." Other oHicem excised to 
aimikr dangers were less fortunate. Doctor Umnt, 
a Hugcoti. wlio.ljke many memlo're of bis prefi^mu 

ill India, had boiiourobiy ilistinguishwl himself hy 
services not Ming within the routine of his [ireper 
duties, departed with Major Pottiiiget mid Lieu- 
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teniLTit from Chiirekar; bnt shortly after- 

warils dlBop[iearetl* from what cause wji3 unknown; 
aud two offieoiE [}talii>iiei| at o fort iti KoliJFctaii, 
about tindr^ miles from Kabooh Lieutenant Maulo 
ami Lieuteimiit Whclfin, after beingf deserted hy 
tlieir uaen, were Ijarlrairously iinimlcrcd^i 

The chapter of i]ifla«ter^ was further swelled hy 
the aurprise and deatniction of a detachment jiro- 
cetnlinfif under the eomrrnmd of Captain WotMlbum, 
of the Shah^'s serviee^ from Ghuznee to KalxvoL At 
Gimdamuckt the force left by Sir Robert Sale oil 
hiB dejiarture fell rapidly into disorder; the larger 
portion deserted to the enemy, and the rest refused 
to remain at Gumlamuck; with them the ofiicer iu 
charge. Captain Bum, was compolleil to retire to 
Jelalahad> taaving two gmia and nmcli baggage 
holiind them. At Pesh Booluk^ between the Khyber 
t*ass and Jctalabad^ Captoiu FetTi5?i of the Slialfs 
service, found hintsclf surrounded by the enemYi 
destitute of ammunition^ and in danger of being 
ahaiidrmod by his troops. Seme of them had gone 
over the walK but wore cut up by the enemy; and 
tlio fi^r of meeting the some fate was believed to 
ho the chief motive hy which tho rest wore deterred 
from fo Howling their oxarnple. Having no prnsjiect 
of reljof, ho resolved to make an attempt to cut his 
way through the cnemyi and he snesceeded; but 
the abandounient of tho fort juvolvod the loss of 
treasure to lUo amount of thirty-eight thousand 
nipecB, tifi well ns Aome stores and private property. 

At Kabooh tho state of afEairs remained for o 
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period of fievera] dap almost unchanged in any re- rJW- 
apect. Tbfi same indacision and intictivity whldi — 
had heretofore provailtwl in the Hiitiah cantoiimentfl 
continued to exist; and the enemy appear not to 
have been without a due share of the same mimiJi- 
tary cpialitie*. Nothing itas dene or attempted on 
dtiier side. On the 22nd of NoTcmlMr both partiee a-D. )««• 
seemed suddenly roused to the recolleetion that 
they were in the position of belligerents. A Tillngo 
called Behmauioo, from which tho English drew 
fiome supplies, was occupied fay the enemy; and 
Major Swayno, of tho 5th imtive inftntry. was 
dispatched* with a small force of home and foot, 
and one gmu to dispossess them. A second gun 
was afterwards ordered to his support- The village 
was to have been stormed, hut no attempt was made 
to carry this intention into ell'ect The ameer in 
comramid, according to Lientennnt Eyre, “ would 
neither go forward nor retire,”* but continued for 
sevcml hours to maintain a iisclcss fire on the boascs 
in the village; the infantry of the party being under 
oovor. but the cavalry and artiUcry exposed to the 
fire of the enemy witlu»ut the opportunity 
inir any ohject of importmico adciiimte to the risk 
incurred and the loss austamiHl. In the evening 
Brigadier Shelton joined them, with a reinforcement 
under Colonel Oliver, but no more daring or decuavo 
course was the result; and. finally, in the language 
of Lady Sale, ” The troops returned, having done 

nothiug."t It 
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tlie error of tlio iirt>r?eiUng day, ^ far ns reparation 
cnn be f^id to be practicable in easea wliere the loss 
fTUHijtaiaud h not so mucb in ]diysjeai or materioi 
atrongth os in coiifidence and character* At two 
o^cIocIl in ttie morning. Brigadier SbeJton marched 
out with seventeen conipanies of infantjy* consiat- 
ing of fiTo of Her Majesty’s 44th^ under Captain 
Leighton, ms of the &th native infantry^ under 
Lieutcnoiit-Colntiel Oliver, aix of the 37tli native 
infantry, under Major Korsliaw, of Her Majesty’s 
12th; one humlree] sappers, imdor Lieutenant Lalng; 
one firpmdrun of the 5th light cavalry', under Captain 
liold; one squadron of irregular horse, tinder Lien-- 
teiumt Wiilkur; a huntlrerl men of the cor[>s known 
as AndcTson^B Uoi^ef and a single gun* TJiO gnu 
was with great difficulty got to its |>oaidon on a 
knoll, comtnanding an inclosure in the village, 
w'liieh, from the fires perceived in it^ was jntlgefl to 
be the priticipul bivouDjc of the enemy- The gun, 
as soon as practkabloj opened, and the euomyi in 
sonio alar nit retreated from the open space to the 
shelter allbrded by the houses and towei^ from 
whence they kept up a stliarji firo of jusr^iils. The 
brigadier was strongly urged to stomi the vilJogc 
under cover of the darkness (there being no mrHni), 
and before the enemy had tame to recover from 
tlie jianic iiito which they had been thrown; but 
the opportunity was suHcred to pasa w'lthout proiit- 
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“ Both pfficufs and men.'' naji Lady Sale, “were 
most anxious tt> lie led against the villaget to take 
U bv rtorai, hut the brigadier voidd not bear of 
it."* At length, as day dawned, the cantion of the 
eonunnuder gave naj. Tlie fire from tlie vilingo 
had slackened, and, it was believed, fmm the failure 
t»f anitnunitiou, Parties of the enemy were observed 
hurrying away, aud, according to the belief of Lieu- 
tenakt Eyre, not alrovc forty men remained in the 
place, A storming party was formed under Major 
Swayne; but iMtscbaiice frustrated the cffectB of a 
wovenient too long imstponed. The □ffir^'er corainaiid- 
ing the stormiug party missed hie way, and instead of 
arriving at the principal gate, which wua now open, 
he came to a Pnutll wicket wliich was harricadwl. 
and believing himself unable to force it, be witli- 
drew IiLh mew under cover.f remained 

until recalled. In the meantime vast nunihers of 
the enemy Issued fmm the city, and covered a bill 
ioimediately o]vprtaitt? in tUat occupit^d bj the Britis 
force, and sot^rated from it only by a narrow gorge. 
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Lieutenant WalkBr, with his irreplar tiorw, had 
been dispatched io cut off the fugitivctt from the 
city^ but tho plain was now swept by hordes of 
cavairVj who Bvideully ileaign&d to jierfonn tlio saniB 
doty with rognrd to Lieutenant Walker. He w'na 
therefore recalled* The ahatuloomGQt of the attempt 
to storm had afforded opportuidtj fur throwing rein- 
forcemeiits into the village as weU na supplies of 
ammututioDt and thus the purpose fur which the 
troD{)s had inarched out of cantonmeiiti^ wm irre- 
pamhly frustmted. Major Kerahaw^ with three cotn- 
l^auies of the 37th, being left in the position Unit 
taken hy the British force, the brigadier marehed 
with the remainder of the troop®* and his gun, to 
oppose the enemy on the opposite height- Here hk 
disiKibitiou of hSs force is hy military autho¬ 

rities to have been singularly injudicious. Skir* 
mishers were brought forwurd to the brow of the 
hill: tho rest of the in&ritry were formed into tw'o 
squares, supported hy his cavalry, but the whole 
cxjKised to the fire of the enemy, which was delivered 
from behind hillocks and other defences. But worae 
even tJian defective generalship wag the sunken spirit 
of the men, The skirrniflherB could with clifHculty bo 
kept to their posts, and w‘hcn a daring party of the 
enemy descended the gorge, and availing tbeTUselvee 
of Huch cover as they could find, crept gradually up 
tlie hill on which the British force wm posted, they 
gave way. Rewards, of an amount magnificent in 
the eyes of a private soldJen were offered for the 
capture of tho enemy s fing, but in vain. Theendesi.- 
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VdUF tQ isnd to ft wfts ffuitle^ fts though tho 

api>eal had been made to men of wood. Several 
oibcors advanced to the front, and pelted the eiiemj 
with stones, the men looking oil* The enemy 
mndc a dash ftt the British gnu, and the cavalry 
were ordered to charge for its protection, bnt nei¬ 
ther the command nor the example of tlieir officers 
could induce them to atir.f The gun was captured, 
the artilloiy-men fighting gallantly in defence of it, 
though imfiupported, and two of them wore killed. 
The first square of the British infentry now in 
Wight. The Bccood kept its poBitioiL and in its rear 
the flying troops were with some difficulty rallied by 
their officeiB. The reappearance of firnuicsB was 
not without effect upon the enemy s party, whose 
ardour was further diminished hy o casualty which 
had befallen one of their chiefs, and abandonmg the 
gun, they made off with the limber and horses. T 
conflict waa renewed, and for some time maintained; 
hut a second attack from the enemy similar to that 
which not long before hod caused the British m- 
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Kiiroi>ea)i and native alike, to turn in diu- 

gmiwful flight, was marie hy the enemv with the 

- ■ 

n^ult. No efibrt coiild recall tbo men inte 
action^ nor oven prevail on them to retire in order. 
They mn in tho mo^i nutm^eoi)6 eonfiisionj pmrsuetl 
by the encniT, who dfsatroyed them in va’?t tintnUorfl* 
The j|rnn, for which on ita rescue frosb horses and 
lJml>or were procurofl, was overturned and lost; tlio 
wound Of] were for the njo^t part left on the lleldp to 
be hacked and hewed by the Tyeapena of their fero^ 
cioufl enemy, and nothing waB wauling to render 
dinaster complete and overwhelming* A fire opened 
on the pursers by part of the Shallos force, a c!harge 
made by Lieutenant llaitlyrrmn^ with a fr^^h troop 
of ctivabr, and the eextraordinarj' conduct of one uf 
the Aifghan chiefs who, in the hE^at of pursuit, sud* 
dcnly halted ami led olf his fonower^i, favoured the 
progress of the flying; but for the help thus aflbrded, 
scarcely one of those who went forth to cujiture the 
village of Behinaiiroo would liave retnmedi Lieu¬ 
tenant W alker, while chaiging with Lieutenant 
Hardymnn, at the lu^ad of a few of hia hojwcmen 
whom he had rallied, received a mortal wound. 
Colonel Oliver, Captain Markintosb, and Lientcimnt 
Lfling, were also left dead on the field* The three 
Companies of the 37th native infantry, who remainctl 
with Major Kershaw^ do not seem to have mani¬ 
fested any portion of that craven spirit w^hieh iin- 
happily pervaded the rest of the British force. 
They were liard pressed throughout the day’t 
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u'cfG a]itt)Ti|^ tlic lost to left vs the hill- Oiio com- 
]nuiy Totumed with a oaick* and two priiratcs 
only.f 

A result bo fatal, and wUlinl so dishonoutnhle. as 
that whieli befel the movement of Urt^dier Shel¬ 
ton, cannot bo pasBoil over without Bome attempt to 
tnice Its causes; and the views of Lieutenant Ljro 
U|Hiti this subject appear to he conjiteiianccil by 
probability, as well os by the agreement of rom- 
peteut judges. He wiyti, “No less than six great 
eiTtirs must prwsent tlicTiiselvea even to the most 
unpractised military eye, each of which contributed 
in no slight degree to the defeat of our troops, 
opposed ns they were by overwhelming numbers. 
The first anti greateBt of these mistakes, m-cording 
to the opinion of the authority (juotetl, was the 
taking out a single gun. It appears that a CJeneral 
Ortier, Usued under the government of the Moripiia 
of Hastings, forbade less than two guns being 
taken into the field under any circtirairtanees, or on 
any pretence whatever, where a second ivos avnil- 
abie. Brigadier Shelton, it ia stoted. had intended 
to take another gun, but it w'juj distublod, and wav 
twice specially reported as ineniJabk of being got 
reudy for use before tw'elvc o'clock on the dtsastiwus 
day when the British, eight hours before midday, 
moved to defeat, destruction, and disgrace. The 
aiiiglo gun was served by men worthy of the couritiy 
whose honour they maintained, but their fire waft 
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eonatantlf intormpted, m, afteir a time, the Tent 
became so hot that it was impossible to contiaae it- 
The soefmd emir is the Tery obiioug one of oegiect-’ 
ing to take ad Tantage of the teniporary panic pro¬ 
duced in the enemy, hy stomiiig the village Wfone 
they had time to recover from it. “Had/* sap 
Lieutenant Eyre, “ a storming party been ted to the 
attack, under cover of the darkness, ^vhlch would 
have nullified the advantage they," the defendersp 
“ possessed, in being under cover, the place must 
inevitably have fallen into our hands, and thus 
would the principal object of the sally have been 
gained* and a good lino of retimt socoreil for our 
troo|is in case of necessity.” The third error enu¬ 
merated by the writer ataive quoted, was the 
neglect of miffing defences for the protection of the 
British troopfl on the hill, and this error ho pro- 
nonneoff “so manifeat as to be quite nnaccount* 
able*” A party of sappers had accotnpaiLied the 
force for the purpose of forming a breast work* but 
their services were not called into requisitioxu 
though it is said the expediency of resorting to 
them was speeially pomted out at the time when 
the enemy wore crowning the opposite height with 
multittidinous numbers, after the attack on tlic 
village had fitilotL* The good effects of raising 

• ” Shartlj' iJtar ihjs^ it wa* luggtatni to mue m fir 

ttofic breofftVi'Drk^ for the proEertiaii of tlie tnKi|iair vhofly evposed 
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Rucli tt defance would not have h^n Umited to the 
]jrotection of the muti, iniportaiit ’was this iibjeet; 
it would have enhanced the difficaltiea of the enenij 
\ii acivanemg, and have given eoDfidence Dot onij to 
those ’withiD the work, but also to tho^se beyond it# 
froDi the knowledge that, if hard presided* they could 
fall hack ufKJii a place of safety. Why such a pre^ 
caution was neglected^ it is now impossible to es- 
pldtu The fourth error adverted to by Lieutenant 
Kjtci whs the extraordioarj step of forming the 
infantry into squares. The value of such a fomin^ 
tion, when tho object is to resist an attack by horse^ 
aieiu is ’well understood- Alh” says Lieutenant 
Kyrci ^ iiave heard of the British squares at Water- 
li>Ot ’which defied the repeated desperate onsetB of 
Napoleon's choicest cavalry* At Behmauroo we 
fiinnod squares to resist the di^timt fire of infantry, 
thus pregentitig a solid moes against the aim of 
perhaps, the best marksmeti in the world* the wiid 
squares iKdng secui^ly perchcil on the summit nf a 
steep and Darrow ridge, np which no cavalry could 
charge with effect.'* It thus appears? that tho men 
were disposed in the manner best adapted to n]iposo 
camlry. there being no chance or possibility of any 
cavaliy^ being brought against them, and, at the 
same time, in the wmiincr liest ailapted to admit nf 
their being picked off, in the largi'^f^t nunibers, h} 
the species of force actually engaged againt^t them. 
The astonishment expressed hj the critic.^ whose 
view^ are here followed, is heightened* as well it 
might he, 1>y the reflection that the officer who 
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tliiif? dieposeil hie men had enjoyed, in hia youn^r 
days, benefit of Penintiilar exf^arience.^ The 
dispoeition of the cavaJry is mentioned by LieuttJ- 
najit Eyre aa the fifth of the greal. errors eoni- 
mitted; this force^ instead of being in the pk^e 
Inhere they might have been UBOful in proteeting 
tbo I me of communication with cantonments^ and 
further have been able to advance readily to any 
point where their aervicea would have been re- 
qoifed, being hem huh] in lietwcen bodies of iiifiintry, 
and ” extKused fnr several hours to a de&tmctive fire 
friijTi the eiiemy> Juzailj^ on ground where, even 
under the moBt favourable eirrrumstimcca» they could 
not have acted with oSbet."^ Tho armngetnent 
ieetoa to have boon erroneous from the beginniogf 
and at the disastrous close of the day the error 
became frightfully af^pareriU liorae and foot being 
mixeil lip together in a way which increased the 
confusion, and rendered it irretrievable—it being 
alike impracticabie, under such circumstances^ 
either to rally the men, or to withdraw them in 
good order. The »ixth and lost error of thw fatal 
day wajs tlie prolongation of the fight wlien nothing 
could be gained but some addition of Um and dis¬ 
credit to the vast mass of both previously accumu¬ 
lated. Lieutenant Eyre^s judgment upon this point 
shall be given in his own words. “ Shorih' after 
our legal iiing [losGession of the gun, one of the 
bngmliers stafC Captain Mackennie, feeling con¬ 
vinced that, from the teni|ier of the troops, and 
from the impoe^ibility of ro^^ifying tho faliHie pnfiitinu 
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in whioli the force vas plneetl, not only wna success 
beyond hope, but that defeat, in its most disastroiH 
shape, liras feat approaching, proposed to the briga¬ 
dier tu ontlcavour to elfect a retreat while it was 
yet ill his power to do so wdtU comparetiTc im¬ 
punity. His reply was. * Oh no I wo will hold the 
hill some timo longer V At that time, oven if the 
slaughter of tho eoldiere, the loss of otficers, the 
eyident panic in our ranks, and the worse thau lalse 
nature of our position, liad not been sufHcieot to 
open all eyes as to tho imiwFisibility even of partial 
success (for tlic real object of the espeilition, yiz. 
the jTOSsesaitm of the village of Belimnuroo, had 
beett, as it were, abaiidiuied from the very first), the 
weakness and exhaustion of both men and horses, 
who wer« not only worn out by bodily fatigue, 
but sufforing grievoivsly fmm exinsme thirst, and 
tho debility attemlanton loDg faatiug, ought tt* haye 
hanialiml ail idea of further delaying a movement in 
which alone lay the slightest chance of preserving 
to their country lives, by the eventual Bocrifice of 
which, not even the only solace to tho soldier in the 
hour of mififortnne. the conBcioufiness of unimpaired 
honour, was likely to be gained. • The simple facts 
of the case appear to be these. The tnKips marched 
out to capture the village of Behnmuroo, and the 
object might have been achieved, but the opi>or- 
tnnitj- was eulfered to pass, and then the fight was 

* MUItoiy Operati..™ in KsbroU Li«uieiiMt Eyiv'- stiitcMvnt 
of tLr tiv cffwii. Md«d in the tevt, from psev 127 
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continiied with no prospect but that of retreat 
before the oti«my sooner or later, in good or in bar! 
order as mi^bt happen, and seemingly witboijt any 
purpose bnt the gratification of tnere wilfiilnea*. 
Nothing appaircatly coiLld be ^ono than the mili¬ 
tary arrangementa of tlie excepting it were the 
temper of part of the troops engaged. The defi- 
eiency of manhood in the latter completed the dis* 
asters which had their origin in the lilmidcrB of tlio 
former. It is beyond donbt that the troop could 
feci hut little confiden^t! in tiicir leader, who, 
amidst an abundant diKplay of pem>nal couitige, 
tmmifestcf] no other <}tia1ity of a gocul general; hut 
for English scdiliers to turn when callei'l n|K.in to 
a<lvance b happily so nue an ocenrmneet thnt gwh 
with the j^arilally extenuaimg Circumstaures aboTo 
nieutioued* the fact m edeulated to irntpirc as mucli 
of astonishmeut as of dbgosL* Instances of indi¬ 
vidual heroism there were, but with reference to all 
the occurreiicci of the day* he to whom Iiis couutry^s 
honour ia dear mnet wish it were possible that alt 
recollection of it could t>c obUterat<Hh 

The character of the British arms in Katmol was 

* Lady So^ makes a Etmtenieiit wMc1i« if phe wctb not miflln- 
ftntned, caita tip^o the btig^iditT nn impataltaii wtnie thiui that 
of the baa of tlie battb. She saya (pp, 131. 132), “Shelton 
tiia to lay all the hLajne on the Si|itikeef (ae|iayi). He 
they are thnid, and that tDakes the Kitrupeona timid akp; hut he 
hu been told wyenp home tmldia. On asking Captain Troup if 
he did not think that the 44tli hai IxbivBil nolily, that dffi«T 
plainJy told him thnt Jte caniidereil timt all had beliai^d iliame- 
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tiftw low inileetl, and no clionpe of soicty fur cither 
civil or military seemed to exist but in nejpotiation. 
Sir William Macnagliten hwl repeatedly urged the 
militarj' nuthorities to natke some demonstration 
worthy of their country, and when they had yielded 
a reluctant eousoiit. they hud generally tlirown on 
liim the respoijsihiUty of the experiment- They 
appear nnw to liave been not less streiiuouB in 
reconimenilidg him to negotiate than he had pre¬ 
viously been in urging them to Bght. The Kabool 
chiefi* aUo manifesting an incUimtion for an exer- 
eiso of diplomncy, a series of negotiations com¬ 
menced, and WB9 conttnned through many days. 
Any high degree of precision in relating the par¬ 
ticulars of these negotiations being unatiaiimble, it 
would be idle to enter into them nt length. It is 
said that the pre[io«ils of the AfTghana were, in the 
first iastance, of such a uatiire n« to call forth on 
unqualified and indignant rejection from the Bntish 
envoy. Proposals more moderate and reasonable 
wore' subst^inently submitted by Idm. and rpccived 
by the chiefs with apparently a sincere doirc for 
an amicable arrangement, the only exception to the 
seeming prevalence to such a feeling being fumisbeil 
by Mttliomeil Akbar Klinii. a son of Dost Mahomed 
Khan, The conditions were aftenvurds mmlified m 
various ways. At one time Shah Shoojah was te 
descend from the throne; at another he was to la? 
maintained on condition of his daughters forming 
matrimomal Bngagemfntfl willi ijonie of th^ c i^e 
in oppositicin ti> hu goTemmeut. anil of lii^ aban^ 
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cloniDg some offpnaiTe innmfestiitions of pntle which 
had ^ven great oDeiice. TIhj Shah seems to have 
vacillated not Jess than his euemies; he eonsentcH] 
ti> retain the sovereignty on the conditions specified, 
and aAorwanls vrithdrew his consent, tlms leaving 
the negotiators to revert to the originat terms. Jt 
mattered little, liowever, what terma were profess¬ 
edly adofited, for it wns evident that the chiefa 
meant to observe none, but to avail themselvefl of 
every opjwrtunity which might offer to comitenict 
the British authorities by trick and fmud, exer¬ 
cises of ingenuity, wLieh. in Ai%Lan estimation, 
mark the highest triumph of Imnuui intellect. While 
these diplomatic proceedingB wett* in progress, the 
British troojis were sutiering groat privations, and 
had in prospect still greater. Various plans were 
saggested for their retreat without asking the aid 
or the permisaion of the Aflgbans, but all were 
beset with (huigers and difliculties so great os to 
ensure their’ rejection. Under the terms of the 
convention, the British were entirely to evacuate 
Afighanistaii, surrendering the rurtresses which they 
still held therein, and their march was to be facili¬ 
tated by a supply of beasts of bunlen, to h« furm'shed 
by the Afighans. These, however, were not pro¬ 
vided, and almost every day brought KUiie new 
eiperimeut on the patience of the British envoy. 
Affecting distrust, or perhaps really feeling it from 
consciousness that they were themselves unworthy 
of trust, the Aflghjui chiefs demanded the delivery 
of the guns and aminunitinii of the British force. 
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This was cDia'eded, and an officer wu^ sent to splect 
' Micb as miglit a}>i>ear to be tbe most rlesimble.* 
Hostages TV'ere required and given. The AffghaiiB de- 
mondeil that Brigadier Shdton should be one, but, t»fl 
Lieuteruiiit Eyre states, tbe brigadier “haTiiig ox- 
preARed a dwilled objection t« undertake tbe duty,” 
the demand was not insisted on. But it whb not in 
the diplomacy of tliis unliapfiy period that the British 
name met with its deepest immiliatioti. While ne¬ 
gotiations, ever shifting and never ending, were in 
progress, the countrymen of Clive, and Ijaureuce, 
and Coote, and Lake, and Wellealcy, ivere miscmbly 
throW'itig away tliat military character which tliose 
great men liad raiHCil, and wUich had been far snore 
efficacious in raising iiud maifitainiiig the British 
empire in tbe East than all other agencies of humati 
origin. 

The English in India, while purauing a career on 
the whole of unparalleled brilliancy, bad yet re¬ 
ceived occasional checks; they bad snistomcd re¬ 
verses, but down to this miserable epoch they bad 
met them like meu. Now, the spirit which bad 
borne the British standard triumphant through so 
many fields of carnage—which lind st» often plantml 
it OQ the sniumit of the breach choked with the 
bodies uf those who had fallen in the attempt to 

* Thill leiduiu ol6»r dupInyMl ftr ““wv “f wsiuiMtiaiil 

thun juapMUt in cbwHwe those nrticle* whkb were most lilndT 
to be uarfii] (o thoee whom he em'ed. He puibcd and dunisd 
away a large pile of eight-nich Bhena. whirh, in tbn hai^ of iIh^ 
rhiefs, wonUl be mete kmber, the rnortan for threwins tliem 
bdng mt Jckklwd, 
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beaf it thither—the ^nnt dleptajed by the officer 
who* mErehi&g to the relief of Trichinopojy, " 
entered] ii in trinnipb^ Eupported by two of Ids 
men, because urmble to suppcut himself;* by the 
disabled and suftering mani and hh array of eiek 
and wounded^ who^ imexpeeted Appeiuiu^oe at 
Mulwagul turned the fortune of tlie day^ and saveil 
a Britij^h ft>pce from do5tnietioa ;f and by the 
liufnhle segi=?aiit who, with a Iioudful of meni main¬ 
tained, against an oTerwhetming force, a ntiscnible 
fort till it crumbled around him into a shnpeloss 
lieiip of mbbiBh that spirit flcetiie^! to have 
departed from the British soldier in Kabool* The 
rich beriicige of glory bec|ucatljed to him by his 
predecesstjra in arms—the fruit of toils ami strug¬ 
gles innumerable in every part of the world—was 
forgotten or deapised, and a mean regard for per¬ 
sonal safety^ which tended to defeat itself, uBiir|>ed 
the plaoo of the noble and unshrinking endur- 
ancs which had so long bcjen clashed among the 
prominent cLaractcristics of his countrymen^ 

The defence of Mahomed ShereeFs fort, which 
seemed destined to bo a neTer-ending eiiurce of on- 
noyojicc and discredit^ furnished occasion for a display 
of pusillanimity far more disgraceful tlian the blun¬ 
ders which preceded its capture. The enemy were 
very di^jrous of regaining po^ksessioo^ and resorted to 
vonoud modes of attack for the purfiose* In imita¬ 
tion of the English, they at tempted to blow open 

* SccTisd. i. p* -(- SecvoL L ppi 5 - 63 * 

I Sk vdl, L 567. 
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the pate wtli powdeii but of tho pio|>cr rnnuage- 
ment of this operation they seem to have been 
cntiieiy ipnoratitj the potf Jer exploded^ but the 
jjate was unharmeti They next commenood tiunitig 
one of the toweiB, but Liouteitimt Sturt, under 
cover of til© night, cnterod their mine and blea* it 
up. Tlio garrison were fio much olanued by these 
attempts, that they were not deemed trustworthy, 
and a change was consequently made. The new 
garrison consisted of one com{>any of the Queens 
44th, under Lieutenant limy, and one company of 
tlie 37th Beni^ itifantiy, under LLeuicnant Haw- 
trey. In order to destroy the enemy’s mine, it had 
been necessary to open a passage m-ar the walls, 
and this opening was, when tho work was per¬ 
formed, secured by bamcodmg, Thruugli this 
defence, a party of the enemy, who had crept up, 
discharged a few shots, and Lieutenant Gmy was 
slightly wounded. He proceeded to cantonmenta 
to get his wound dressed, and the men of the 44th, 
immodiuUdy on his departure, prepared for 
Lieutenaut Huwtrey used every iioHsilile exertion 
to withhold them, htit in vain; they pneeijiitatcd 
tbcmsclvos over the wjUIs, mid viere soon followed 
by tho sepoys of tho 37th, who previously wore 
disposed to stand to their duty. Two of the latter 
body, inileed, were left dead in the fort, but not a 
man of the 44 th. Tho enemy of cdnise took poa- 
session of the fort. The bazaar village was gar¬ 
risoned by a party of the 44th, who, on observing 
the {light of their comrades from Mahomed Sheieefs 
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fflrt, wcro about to follow tbeir cxaiu|tlG, but w'CfP 
Btoppeii by their offioets. After tliia t!nmirestatio)i, 
u guoril of «el*oys M-aa stfttiomKl at the entrance of 
the basumr, with orders to prerent tbo departute of 
any Enmjieaiis on duty there, and on I he foUowing 
dOT the liuropean garrison wfis withdinw-u, and a 
company of the 37tb native infantry put in tbelr 
jilace, "This," says Licuteniint Eyre, "being the 
weakest point of our defences,.liad hitherto been 
protected entirely by parties of her Majesty's 44 tb, 
which jKJSt of honour they were now considered 
unworthy to retain."* 

^ Milltuy OpcmiiaiiH* p* 14 S. The uba^mtiom iniuSe hj 
Lieuteoiint Eyift ai defence of the freedom with whieti he bn^ re- 
portiMi thii and vimilxr fficta ma.y be fjntitiid m jnutificiiticTii erf the 
minption of the bome cootbc b the preHmt wprt. "In *J:»c * 
course of thia ttarratiTP [ knTC been caps|KilrniH hy fltedm truth, to 
oote down fochi rnmlf aflwrttng the honour nnd inletcala <rf m 
firidih regiment. It mt, or mthef I hau it mnat, inewtuhly 
happeo ihat tny imrweiTBil ulAteiomta of the Kubool oiaiur- 
rencea will prorre nnBcceptnbie to numy whote pri rate or puhlk 
feelinp me btenrited in gloJiHing or Aiippree^Ing the name- 
moi enom eonmutted, rad -ceitfiurei deservedly inenired, hut tnf 
heart tclli me that no paltry iiiodiT» of rivnlry or nmliec Lnflaence 
my pen 1 mthcT a wiiocrre tmd honest desire to benefit the public 
wrriet by pointing out the roekR tm which our repu^tioii 
wrecked, the meiififi by which onr hoonnr wub tniDkd. and onr 
Indhui empire endnngerodj ai a woniicg to fciturc ncton in olmnar 
aceneSr in n word* 1 bdieife that more good i» likely to enstte 
fnun the publication nf the whole unmitigated tmthu thou from it 
mere girbkd Etotement of it. A kingdom biu been luat,—mu army 
ilaio: and luiely if 1 can ihew that bad wc been but true to our- 
iflvBft, and had vigoToos meaiuret been ndoiFted, the result udgbt 
haw been widely diferent^ I ahall hafe written oo in^tructite 
EetFiifin to mien and aubjects, to gcutraJi and armies, and shflll 
notliate inccirrcd in nyu the diMpprobation of the Mlf-ujlcreflcd 
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Daya juassed away, tbo Britlah in cautantnentB 
tiaTingGontinuatly before them the prospect of starv¬ 
ation 1 n result avcrtwl only by temportur supplies, 
of the continuance of which no reasonable cottfi- 
dcmce could he entertained. In honiely, hut ex¬ 
pressive phiaaoologjT they were litenJly suppoded 
** from hand to mouth.'" The reatraintd of discipline 
gTii<1unIly pressed more and more lightly, till at la.'st 
they were scarcely fell. With a view to the ap- 
[iroachin^ tiecosaity for retreat, whem the magazine 
Would iiwvitahly become a prey to the enctriy, the 
general had ordered some amnmiijtioii to be distri¬ 
buted to certain com p-toliowera, and commanding 
nfiicere were directed to indent for new arms and 
accoutrements, in exchange for such as were old or 
damngt^l. Bat little attention was now paid to the 
letter of orders, and it is stated, that many ofliccra 
in command of companies reste<l content with send 
ing their men to the magazine, to help themselves 
at pleasure; the stores, in the ahsciico of any build¬ 
ing pTOjier for their reception, being placed under 
the trees of an orchard, in charge of a small guard. 
The consequence was. a scene of coiifusioe and 
plunder, solcliers and camp-foUowerB indiseriniinatelj 


or the praud. It u notaricHU, that the 4tth foot hid b«n m a 
(ime previous to acsEiunnieea Ld a itate o w 

delnioratien. I firnJy heh’eve that in this, an ^ ctett ® ^ 
Itapect, they atoad olone a* a regimsot of tliat m c 
glorwuE deed, ia □]] Sl“bc Wve fonaed with tho« 

the British DBvy the fonudatiop of our ualioMl p^, ^ 
Mipplied for agea to come a thoHto of wnader and ailnunm™. - 
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rusliing to tlio spot, an<l eacli mao carrring off wb^t 
his fancy auggestctl n® deEsirablo for him to poHseas, 
Some officerfl exertet) tiicnifielvesg to check the tu¬ 
mult and protect the propertTp but for eoiue time 
their authority was openly defied. The? eciiibianco 
of order was ultimatelj restored, aiid the larger 
portion of the misappropriated articles recoTcred \ 
but the incident aflorded a buientable indication of 
the relaxation of thoac ties which wiihliold a body 
of soldiery from degenerating into a disorderly mass 
of armed adteutm'ers. 

The negotiations hairing arrived at a stage when, 
if they were to bo regarded os sincere or bindings 
effect might l}e given to tlio stipulations agrecwl 
upon, the British tr«>op8 in the Bala Iljflsar marched 
out to join their brethren in cantonments. But the 
Affghan cliiefs stilt held back fkun the execution of 
the proti&ious to wliich they had bound thctn&elvcs- 
The British force was entirely at their mercy. The 
enemy were in pns.^esgion of all the forts which 
commanded the eaiitonmcntA, and the distTcssT ft^r 
iva4it of provUionis and forage, which prevailed was 
extreme. Further to aggravate t!ie sufferingH of 
the unhappy force, the w inter became intensely cold^ 
and a heaiy fall of snow covered the gn>iind. 

At this moment, when difficulties, miiltifarions 
and seemingly insurmountable, surrounded the Bri¬ 
tish force; with fierce enomteSp or pretende^h but 
treacherous, friends without the cantonments, and 
perishing mass within; when to remain or to Hy 
seemed alike fraught with destniction ; when the 
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troop;} hn<1 lost all energy, and wLeii no roiicelyable 
nnioimt of energy apjteared equal to tlie ot^casion; 
when the access of hop on every side seemed 
barred—a projMwaJ was suddenly made to the British 
envoyt to which, unhappily, his oaibarnisismeats in¬ 
duced him to lend a willing ear. It •;atne frotn 
Aklxir Khan, Hiid was to this effect t that Ameen- 
oolloh Khan, one of the most iiitluentiBl of the op¬ 
posing chiefs, and Irelieved to be one of the most 
hostile, should bo seiiied, and l«:conio prisoner; that 
Mahomed Khan’s fort and the Bala Uiasar sliimld 
be reoccujiied by the British troops, who were to 
remain in the country some months longer, and 
then to evacuate it in a friemlly manner; t^liali 
Shoojali to retain the sovereignty, but Akbar Khmi 
to bo named hift vizier, and, in addition to that 
office, to receive pecuiiiaty reward to an cnomiouH 
antonut. In one respect the proiasal went further 
tlian has been stated. To imprison the chief most 
active in his opposition to Shall Sho<yob was, in 
Affgban eyes, but little, and the envoy was assured 
that, for a sum of money, the head of bis enemy 
should lie laid at hia feet- The answer of Sir M'ik 
liam Macnagliten was such as became the ret=n?- 
sentative of the government with whose interests 
he was intnisted ; lie intimateil that it was neither 
bis custom, nor that of his country, to give a price 
for blood* 

Looking at the proposal with the coolness which 
time and distance tuid the aliseiice of ansiety allow, 
it appear monstrous to pass, even with a aovirc 
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in fliplomttty, still less could it l>e expected to fuc* 
ceed one so exjH'ricnocd in the wap of mon, 

8ii[] 80 fatiiilior witU the wiles of eastern liolicy, as 
wiis Sir William Mucuflg-hteti, It came, liowevcr, 
at a moment wlien almost niijr chancre secmml a 
relief frotn the harrowing troubles which had pressed 
60 overwhelmtngly on his mind, and it shouhi be 
remembored, also, that, extrofaginit as were the 
suggestions offered to him, the history of the East 
atfurds multitudinous instances of the severance of 
apparent friends, and tho union of avowed enemies, 
in no wise more strange anti iiiiaccountahle than those 
which were involved in this overture. IJnt, what¬ 
ever the degree of plausibility which the proposol 
may bear to different minds. Sir W^illiam Macnagh- 
ten eagerly, as it flcema, embraced it; excepting, 
however, let it be repeated, that part which involved 
the inftimy and guilt of ossassinatioil. His consent 
having been secured to the ovitline of the plan, it 
was suggested tiiat a conference, for the purjiosc of 
arranging the details, should take place between 
him and Akimr Khan. The place selected for tho 
interview was the plain, and thither, about noon on 
the 23rd of iSeptember, Sir William Macnaglitcti 
proceeded, accompanied by Captains Laurence, Tre¬ 
vor, and Mackenzie. He bud requested that tUo 
general would have two regiments and two guns 
ready for secret service, and the exisleuco of a feel¬ 
ing that the eipBiiment he was about to make wfia^^ 
attended with danger was iudicntefl by bh desiring 
that the garriMiu might lie kept on the alert, iviid 
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tlie walls 8troD|^[y mnimed- It does Dot apfK'ai-^ 
howGYcr, that muck regard was paid to his wishes 
on this point; for, on leaving the cantonmenta, be 
expressed disappointment at the paucity of men on 
the ramparts and the apparent weakness of the gar¬ 
rison, remarking to his companioiifit with not less of 
Justice than of bitterness, that it was of a piece 
with the niLilitnry airangementa tbrouglnmt the 
siege.” 

The troops TtHpiired to carry out the objects of 
the proposet] agreement wore not in readiness, and ii 
letter from the generah remonstrating against their 
()eing thus empIoYCtl, w'jts disjiatebed to the envoy 
after he bad taken his departArc, and which eouse- 
tiuently he never received. Ou approaching tho place 
of meeting, the small escort whicli bad accompanied 
the envoy halted, and he advanced with the tliree 
officers to tho selectee! spot, which was partially 
screeneil from view from the cantonments by some 
small hilloeks. Akhar Khan soon afterwanb ap¬ 
peared, with pome other chiefft, among wbom wus 
ilie bmtlier of tho man proposed to lie seiKed and 
imprisoned. A carpet was sprcail. and the confe¬ 
rence began- I t had not long continued, when a 
number of men, heavily armcih gradtially drew near* 
and Reemcd to be Forming a circle round the spot, 
I'his was noticed by Captain Laurence, who sug- 
gestdl that, as tim conference w^as of a secret na- 
.^nre, they should lie ordered to a diatance, Aklmr 
^ Khan aiisweretU that it was of no imi>ortancc, for 
that tiicv wore all in the secret. luiiiiediatcly after- 
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wards, lit exclaimed, “Sewe ! seise!” and tlieciivey 
and hiB three conipnaions were immediately pinioned 
from behind, deprived of tbtir sworde, and carried 
ofT prisiniiere. Captain Trevor wjjs ipecdily put to 
death, and the same fete hefel Sir William Mac- 
tinghten, who, it is reported mid gencmlly believed, 
VB@ shot by Akbftf Khan with a pistol, ono of a pair 
just before presented by the envoy to the nitldess 
chief. The bodies of the murdered men were ex- 
poecfl to the indignities and outrages with which 
eastern revenge is wont to visit the remains of 
fallen foes, and wero jiaraded through the streets of 
the city in barbaric triumpli. The hand of Sir 
William Macnagliteu was exhibited in snvnge dori- 
woQ at the window of the place in which the tw’o 
surviving priflonere were confined. 

.Much animadversion has been passed on the ef*ii- 
duct of Sir William Macnaghten in the business 
which terminated so fatally for himself. Of impru¬ 
dence, it is im[iossibIe to acqnit him. He, indeed, 
apjiears to have been aware that on this ground he 
was without justificatiun. Being warned by one of 
his companiotis that the scheme was dangerous, and 
that treachery might be meditated, lie at once ad¬ 
mitted the danger, and declared that he had no 
contidence in the insurgent chiois, but added—“ At 
any rate, I would rather stiller an hundrwl deaths 
than live tlie last six weeks over agsdn,"* The 
undertaking, then, was the last resource of a 

• Li.'tttir fru-in Csjibun I^unoK tp Major Poltingtf, inthMsji 
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who eDtertaiiied little hope of its succesa, hut saw 
no means of escape by any other wny. Still, if he 
could not ftUogetbcr decline the danger, some pre- 
parutioii mif^ht have been ntmle for jneetin^ it. 
The military authorities ahmibered in cantornnents •, 
but a lar^ger and moro etficieut escort than that 
wliifh actually acoonijjonied him ought to have been 
provided, and the envoy mid bis immediate attend¬ 
ants should not have been separated from it by so 
great a distajice as that 'whieii was pennittisd to in- 
torvejie, Witli a more adei|uate forces and one 
prepared tei jiorfonn its duty,* the lives of the 
t^urojiean functioriariea might have been sacrificcfl 
in the jmlec that must have ensued u|ion any at¬ 
tempt at resistance, but a chance of escape would 


have been aUbrded them. 

All excessive display of confidence may, in a few 
instances, have succeeded in dealing with the people 
of the East; but where success has followed, there 
is reason to behove that they have been overawed 
rather than Battered ; and the interests of mi 
empire are of too much importance to he raked 


• The Hoops tbriniufi the envoy’- inuJl chmietm*^ 
«lly ™ nwny - «oi. as d-igvr .pp«ent, mtb 

csssptim of one mini, who wm umBeJinldy 
lipolegy for tlwkeonduet may he fonnd in ^ sm-Hne- 

rmb^. lliey were cdy «id 

tliiui Sir Waiinro MiuaLflilitfiii Ud pfupa«ed tfi taJet. B , 
be left the cantoonienH, be -«n,i to W bocome ™ of 

ertor, find the lewnuidef o* »"= >»»? ^ 

low. They did follow, but bud nnly proce^a a sbd« ow 
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But bejoDd the charge of itopnidence, wliicli is 
bat tfM> well sustaiiied^ there seems tio ground for 
impugning the conduct of the British citvoy on this 
occasion. Tbo imputation of bad fidth is ridicuIouB* 
The chiefs bad agreeii to certain conditicuiSp not one 
of which they had ever performed^ or, as it wonld 
appear, ever intended to j>erforra. All to which iho 
representative of the British government had in 
return Iwtind himself was conse^piently at an end, 
anti he was in the same poeition os that in whicii he 
stood liefore any negotiation commenced. In this 
state of things he receivetl an overture from one of 
the chiefs^ proposing, on certain coiiditions, to give 
np miother, whose power of doing mischief was 
greatly dreaded, and he consented to discuss the 
jitnposal. 

Whether or not Akbar Khan, had he been sin- 
cerCi were justified in betraying Lis eoatijutor Anieen- 
oollah Khaii> is not the question. It is no unusual 
practice to employ the sscrvices of mm actor in a 
consi>inicy to circumvent the rest; and whatever 
might be the tic?s existing he tween Akimr Khan ami 
the man whom he [iroposed to seize and make pri¬ 
soner, Sir William Macnaghten cun not be regarded 
as at the time under any engagement to either. 
Aa a question of momlity^ no imputation can lie 
against the character of Sir William Macnaghten 
for accepting the insidious proposal which wastneant 
to lure him to ilcstmction, Af» a i|ueBtioii of pm- 
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tlcnce, he eatinot escape bliLme> tinlcss the tlietrnct- 
ing eimmiiitaJJces in which he was placEf] tnay plead 
hi>i excuse^* 

It will natamlly be suppo&ed that the eTenta last 
related were sufficient to rouse the British raiiitnry 
autboritie& froTii the tor[Kiir which had so long 0(1- 
preifflcd them; that somo effijrt, worthy of the 
country that gave them births the service to which 
th^y helongeJi and the character ’which they had to 
maintain^ would have been made to rescue from 
mptivity, if they still lived, the victiTiis of Akbar 
Khan’s treachcryi or to inflict just retribution if 
that treachery had iNfCu consninmatcMl by lui^assina- 
tJoth And what was done? Let the question be 
ttupwered by Lieutcuaut Eyre, an eyc-wituesa. His 
testimony h that the intelligoiice brought, ^ instead 
uf ronsinsT our leaders to instant action^ Heemcd to 

■P 

paralyze their faculties; and although it w™ evident 
that oiir envoy had been biu^ely eutrupped, if not 
actually TnnrdeJ^d before our very gate, and though 

• The qui&t jKftMption end wEmd Hcnie of UuAj SoJe b^vt 
dctcnriTncd Uic qaegdon la m number wluch may sati'Jy idJ who 
BjfB Hot idmirtara of native treaebeiy. ** mu^t bold ia mind, 
that altbouffli wfi have perfonfled nil premiflef tnmde on ntir part, 
piTi*?n up oar ntiitouiiitiiin, forttp Ac.i tbe trenty faad- 

uever btvn feigned by tbe clnitffe, nor bad tiu^ fuifilted n 
conditkni whieh hud been spccifiod verbally, beyead giving 
groin in amaU qucuitltics. The gr^tniur ia, thnl tbes envoy ttui 
perfectly justified, oa fiir oa heeping gcod foitb weiit. in cniering 
Into any nirTm^ement by which the ccmitilion of the troops ctiuM 
^ -be aiuclJar^ed. and th* haoour of our cDtmtry be i!nMU«d„ He 
^ only erred in suppofirng It piwfiJlile that Altbar K ban* proveibuJly 
the tnwl trtndhcrcui of oil hife caunbytacni oeald be sincere, —■ 
Jonnial, p- 1 3B, 
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even no’ff (crowds of lioreo ftocl foot^ wore 

soep pae&iTig and mpaiwiiig to and fro hi liogtile array 
betwet-p Malioined's fort, und ttae place of meeting, 
not n gun was opened upon tliem [ not a soldier waft 
stirred from Uh post; no sortie was apparently even 
tbongbt of; treoebery waa aliowcfl to trinni[]h in 
open Jtiv; the niiirdcr of a British envoy was per- 
pet rated in tbo face and with in musket-si int of a 
Britiah army; uiicl not only ’Was no effort made to 
avenge the dastardly deed^ bnt the bcKly wjvs left 
lying on the plain, to be manglet! arid insulted^ and 
finally carried off to Ik? jnifaded in the public market 
by a ruffianly mob of fauatica! Ijarbarians*^* And 
thus low was Brkish apirit sunk, and thus w’os British 
honour tarnished^ and thus were a knot of obscure 
barbarians suffered to revel in euccessfal treachery, 
and defy the arms of that po’wer before w bicb the 
choiceijt troops of Enropo iwol given way! 

And now the on’nard progress of humUitition wtts 
rapid and fearful indeed- Insult followed hanl upon 
troacboryt in the transmission from the cliieftaiiia, 
upon ’whose hands the blood of Sir William Mac- 
naghten and Captain Trevor was yet frc&li, of a new 
treaty far tlio acceptance of those into whose liands 
the mimagement of the interests of the British 
govemment might have passed. It contained the 
same articles 08 the previous treaty, with tlie ad¬ 
dition of thrcG othcra:—-1st. That the Britiflh fnn^. 
ebould leave behind a|] their guns cxceptiug 
2tid. That they should give up al! their treasure; 

* Mllitury Operatlani, pp, IS'S, 200. 
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aad, Sni. That tbe hostages already held by the 
Atlgbans should be exchanged for married men, 
with their wives and families. Some demur uniee 
as to tile accoptniice of this treaty, M^or ]:,ldre[i 
Pottinger, who had consented p at the tii^nt rwjucflt 
of the general, to act ns political agents objected, 
tind a council was Bummoned to consider his objec¬ 
tions. It consisted of lieneral ElphliiBtoue, Bri¬ 
gadiers Shelton and AnejuetiU Colonel Chambers, 
Captaiu Bollew', aiul Captain Grant, To these 
olhcerB Major Pottingcr opened his views, avowing 
his conviction that no confidence could be placed in 
any treaty formed with the Affghans, and that to 
bind tlie government of India by cngagcmentB to 
evacuate the country, to rosture the deposed ameer, 
mid to pay a sum amounting to fourteen lacs of 
nippcfl—for this formed part of the arningement 
was inconsistent with the claims of public duty. 
Entertaining these opinions, the only honourable 
course, iu his judgment, was cither to hold out to 
the Inst at Kabool, or to endeavour to force a way 
to Jebbbad, Major Pottinger appeals to have 
found no support in the council. One and all de¬ 
clared that neither bnuich of the alteniativcs sug¬ 
gested was pmcticable, and that it would be better 
to pay any sum of money than to prfdong bostilitios. 
It was rcsolveil, therefore, to accede to the demands 
of the enemy; and bad they l»etn ten times more 
unretisouablB, and a hundred Umes more humiliating, 
prrdiahly the same detenuinut ion would have been 
adnjjleil. Bills were given for the vast ransom ro- 
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quircd, under the |!retence, indeed, of affording pro¬ 
tection, but still a difltcultj’ remained. Tl»e hostages 
(lemojided could not be fiinuslied. A circular was 
addressed to the married officers, offering considera¬ 
ble personal advantages to those willing to risk the 
safety of their wives and families bj allowing them 
to be detained, but nearly all rcfuseil. A magnilo¬ 
quent answer w'as therefore given npon this point, 
to the effect that “ it was contrary to the usages of 
war to give up ladies na hostages, atid that the 
general could not consent to an arrangemeut which 
would brand him with perpetual disgrace in his 
own ctiuQtry.'*" It was not stated ttt the chiefs 
that, unusual and disgraceful as was the surrender 
re<^uired, an attempt to obtain the moans of making 
it hud been resorted to and bad failed. Tiie enemy 
were not inexorable—the bills on the government 
of India had probably softened them—tjicy agreed 
to receive hostages of the sterner sex; and the 
requisite number being provided, this gnjiind of <Uf- 
fifulty was removed. CajttaiuB Drummond. Walsh, 
Warburton, and Webb, were accepted, and pro¬ 
ceeded to join Captains Conolly and Aixey, wlio 
were already in the keeping of the Afiglions. 
Captains Liiurence and Mackenzie, who had been 
seized with Sir William Mncnaghtcu, were per¬ 
mitted to return, os was also Captain Skinner, who 
was previously in the [>ower of the enemy. 

The sick anil wounded of the DritUh force it was - 
arranged stiuuld not accomtiony tlieir comjianions 
* MiELiuy OpefutioDi in Kabodl, p. 
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Oil tho aji|m^cliiiig itiarcli fmni KatHioL They 
were to be left in earn of the diieft, aod in fur¬ 
therance of this dc&ign they were conveyed into 
the Bala IlisHir. The movement of the rest waa 
delayed under various pretences till the 6th of 
tlaiiuar)', ’wlien^ in the Imiguuge of Lieutenant Eyre, 
** the fatal morning dawned which wns to witness 
the departure of the Kabool fierce ffom the canton- 
meiits in which it had snstaiiiefl a two months^ 
aiegtv to cneouikter the ndserieB of a winter march 
through a couiitiy of j>erhaps unparalleled diFficuJty, 
where every mountain defile^ if ohfitiuately defended 
liy a detenuineiii enemy, must inevitably prove the 
grave of hundreda.”* The circumstances under 
which the march commenced are tlius ilescribed by 
the sarne author ^ Droiry indeed was the scene 
over which with drooping sjiirits and dismal fore- 
Imdinga ivo had to bend our unwilling stepa+ Deep 
snow covered every inch of muuiUain and pJain 
with one imspottcd sheet of dazzling white* and so 
intensely hitter waa the cold to penetrate and 
defy the defences of the wannest clothing ”f Sad 
and suBering issued from the British cantonments 
the mingled mass of Europeans and Asiaticst of 
oomhatants and noU’^mliatantSp of men of vonoofl 
climefl, creeds, cmnplexion* and habits; part of 
them peculiarly unfitted to eutlure the hardships of 
a rigorous climate, which hardships^ howeverp had 
to Ijo shared by them m commoii with some whoso 
flex oriliuarily exempts them from participating iu 
• Military Operarioiuij p. "214- t 
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mtdi eocti<^ and others whose tender age might 
well entitle them tci the like jirivilego. The num¬ 
ber of the fugitive orowd was large; alxmt four 
thousand five hundred fighting mem* and not less 
than twelve thoM&&nd followers, besiiles women and 
children. The advance were in motion at nine 
oVlock in the momiugt and fiom tlmt hour till the 
evening tlio throng contmuiiKl to i>as3 tlmmgh the 
gates of the cantonmenUi* which Avere immediately 
oceupied by lionles of fauntieiJ AfTghaufi, ** rending 
the air with their exulting cries^ and committing 
evety kind of atrocity A fire of jussailfl was opened 
on the retinng troopSf mid Lieutenant Hardymaii^ 
of the 5til light cavalry, with ulioiit fifty rank and 
file, fell victimfl to it- The cantonments were no 
sootier cleared than all order was Inst; troops, fAm|i- 
foJloAvera, and baggage, public and private, Ijecame 
intermingled in one disorderly mass, and coiifuBion. 
universal and inextricable^ p re vailed. Thus was the 
march commenced. The shadows of night overtook 
the fugitives while still pursuing their weary course, 
hut its djirkness was relieved by the bla^e which 

• 'iTic Etrengtli of the force* t* for is it could be aficcrtAmctli 
ii given bj Lieutcaant Eyre ae followa troop nf hopse 

artillery* 90; H,M*V 44th foot. 60Q: ~ tJ90 Europeiuifi. 5th 
regimrrit of Uglit cavalry , two eqaaditniftn 2G0 ; Sth Sbflh's irw' 
gulir ditto (Aiidcrflon'&). 5EM3; bkianer'* liorM. om? ressok. 70 ^ 
4tii PTcgufor ditto, ooe ditto* 70 * mifiBioii eeewt. or body-gT>*J^i 
70E =3“ 970 ca-FuJry. Stb native mfiuatryp 700 e a7lh ditto. EDO; 
54tk ditto* 1*^0; fith E 3 hiili^& infantry. fiOO; aapperm and nilncfij, 
20; Shflli'a ditto. 240 ; bnif the tnoirTiliiifl-rlTiiiTi. 30 ; = 2 ,^^0# 
Total, 4,500. iSU hiivscr-iirtilltiy' ihive taountajn-tnun 

ditto* 
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rose above tbe British residency atul other buildings 
which the onemy liad fired ufion taking posaesflion of 
tlio cantoninents. Mjuiy sepojs and cam|>"fi>llower9, 
nnablo to contend longer with their misery, lay 
down to wflit^ in silent despair, the lipproach of the 
relief from earthly siilTering which death, at no di&“ 
tiiht poriod, must bring, and of those who struggled 
ff>rwai'd, some perished before tlje morning dawn. 
The vision for cneampmeut was miserabiv defi¬ 
cient i here^ as on the march, all was diftorder and 
destitution. Thousands of wretched men were iin- 
able to obtain either shelter,-fire, or food; the snow 
was their only bed, atid to many it proved the bod 
of death* 

The morrow brought no aJJe\nntinn of ^nflbriiig; 
it brought only the agony of consciousness iii ex¬ 
change for the oblivion of slumber* The march 
was resnnicd in a dilTerent order from that pursuotl 
on the preceding daji “if tliat/* says LicutcuaDt 
Eyre, *'could be called order which consisted of a 
mingled mob of soldiers, campfollowers, and hag- 
gage-cattle^ preBotviug not even the fiiintest resem- 
hlaiice fif that regularity mid discipline ou which 
ilopended our only chance of escape from the dan¬ 
ger which threatened us-"* One of the Shnlfs rogi- 
nieiitB had disuppeared, and was believed to have 
returned to Kabouh The re^t of the force pro¬ 
ceeded, nntnerouB small bodies of AfTgbanSt horse 
and fixit, hanging on its flunks^ and moving iu a 
parallel direction with it. The chiefs, in whose 

* MiJitwy OpcmtiHjEifi. p. 3‘20. 
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faTonr bille to the amouHt of oiore than fiHirteeii 
Ijica had been drawn, bad promiFiMj jii retiim an 
escort, and tlio [mrtles which thus hovcreil round 
the Britisfh force were at first pup^ioscd to constjtute 
u portion of it- This belief wa.^ after a time 
pelled hj tUetr takiug a etep which not even by the 
inoal liberal Gonstniction could bere^rded as foriu- 
ing any ]mrt of the duties of an escort. Tlicy at¬ 
tacked the llritteh rear-guard, under Brigadier An- 
quetiJ, composed of her Majesty^s 44tb, the moun¬ 
tain-trail i guns, and a squadron of irregular horse. 
The guns werer captured, hut gallantly retaken by 
Lieutenant White and a few artillcry-mciit who^ 
however, lieing unBupjjort(Kb were unable to ret^nn 
wbat they bad m honourably won back* Tlse 44tli 
could not be brought up* and tlie gutis were in 
consequence necessarily abandoned, though not until 
tliey liad been spiked, ^auiiJ the gleaming sabres 
of the enctiij*”" Ten more guns were after wurdij 
spiked and abandoned, the hordes attached to them 
being unable to drag their burden further tbrough 
the snow. 

It was now learned that Akbar Khan in the 
vicinity* and commumcations were opened with him. 
Tliat trust-worthy personage declared, that ho had 
been sent to escort the British force to Jelalubadt 
and that the annoyance which they had sufTere^J wns 
the result of their having marched contjary to the 
Wishes of the Ad^on chiefs. Me insisttHi, accord¬ 
ingly* on the force being halted at Boothaok till the 
■ Lndy Sfllfir 


DKiriHH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 


305 


following tuoming, and motTOover deimiDded bLe liag- 
to injure its not march Lag beyond Taa^eejci, 
till news sboulfl l>e received of tlie evacuation, of 
Jelakbad by Sir Kijb<?rt Side, for which im onior 
hiuJ been diB|iatclicd* in cnrnjiliance with a stipuJa- 
tion in the treaty. The required halt w'as made, 
but in the morning the Affghans resumed their at-' 
taekB. A party of them was rapidJy dispersed by 
Major Tlmbp at the head of her Majesty "a 44tli, who 
oil thip occasion ehew^ed no lack of soldierly spirit. 

And now the fearful pa.^ of Boot hank had to Iks 
traversed. The defile Ss about five mi\&^ long, and 
h bmindeil on both shies by lofty and precipitous 
bills. A mountain torrctit dashes through it with 
such impetuosity that the frost had produced no 
eflect upon it beyond tbeedges^ w^here ice wasaccu- 
nnilated in i^lippery masacA, afTordiiig to the ^vretcliwl 
animals which were BtiJl retained a footing neither 
easy nor safe. This stream had to be crossed twenty- 
eight times. The defile gradually narrows tow^ards 
the spot where the force was to emerge from It, or 
such portion at least as might survive the dangerous 
passage, for the heights were crowned wiili info- 
riateil (^Inljies* ready to deal death to those below. 
“ The idea,” says Lieutenant Eyrc^ of threading the 
ettipcndous fmss liefore us, in the face of an. armcfl 
tribe of bloodthirsty harijuriam with such a dense, 
riTOgnliir multitude, was frighlfu], and the fijiectacle 
then presenter] by that wayiiig ftea of animated 
^ Wings^ the majority of vrhotn a few fleeting hours 
woultl transfonn into a line of lifoJetSH caicascis, to 
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gaido tlie future troxollcr on his wnT, ran never Iw 
forgotten by those who witnessed it.*** But tlie 
concentmted difficulties and perils were not to he 
avoided. The advance entered tlio pass, and a hot 
fire was commenced on them. Several ladies ac- 
companicfl die advance, hut no feeling of respect 
for the character or the timidity of woman operated 
to slacken the fire from ahovo. These helpleea and 
anoflfcnding females wore compelled to make tlieir 
way through the pass wtli hundreds of shots flying 
atxiund them. Happily none of them sustained 
Jnjuiy, excepting Lady Sale, who received a Imll in 
her arm. Aklmr Khan, it will be remembered, bad 
promised protection, and several of his adherents 
rod© forwanl with the advance, and employed 
tliemselvefl strenuously, whether sincerely or not, 
in exhorting the occupants of tlio heights to 
desist from firing. Their admonitions were un¬ 
heeded ; tlie halls fell thickly among the throng 
laboriously straggling onwards, and fearful was the 
slaughter. To maintain order and regularity under 
a murdermifl fire, which tlrnse sustaining it have no 
power to return with effect, may bo regarded as one 
of the highest triumphs of discipline; but the force 
exposeil to this severe trial in the pass of Bootiiauk 
had become dreadfully deterionvtecj in moral as in 
phracal strength; and it will excite no surjirise, 
tliftt among men who for several days had lieeti 
strangers to both food and repose, and who, for a 
much longer period, had been gradimlly losing the 
• Mnitnry Opmtiow, y, 2Sfi. 
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sense of duty, and w!t!i it that of self-respect, [lanic 
should arjse, and spread with treiueudons rapidity* 
Snell was the fact; suldiers and followers nshed on 
]n«U«MMiDntiatoty» impelled by tlio wiltkuoss of de- 
apaitp earing- for nothing but the one object of 
I'eaehing the end of the pas 0 > and perhaps conseiou^ 
of nothing bnt of the dangers which beset them- 
** Thousands," says Lientcuant Eym “ seching re¬ 
fuge in flight hurried forward to the front, aljfUidon- 
ing baggage, armii^ ammunition, women, and child¬ 
ren, regardless for the moment of PTery thing but 
their own lipes-”* Some of the details of this mont 
disastrons passage are thus given by the aanic au¬ 
thority, *^Tlie rear-guard, oocisistiiig of her Ma- 
Jcstj*s 4dtli and the 54th native infantry, sufiered 
severely, and atlantp finding tluit delay was only de¬ 
ft tmetiont they followed the gorn^ml example, and 
made the hc'ftt of their way to the front. Another 
horse artillery gun was abandoned, and the wholo 
of its artiJIery-men ftlain* Captain Anderson's eldest 
girl and Captain Boyd's yoiingeftt boy foil into the 
hands of the Aflghans.f It in suppni^d that three 
thoiiiiiand sanis perished in the pa 0 ft*'*| Such was the 
[irico of flighty and wlmt remained to those who 
snrviverl the carnage? miseiy even exceeding that 
which they had previoui^Iy endured, the task of de¬ 
scribing which will best lue performc?«i by again qnot- 
ing tbe testimony of Lientciiant Eyre. On the 

* Mllituy OpctEticmi, pp. Si?, 220* 
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foreo miDliitigKlionrfl Kaboolt etiow Ijepan to fn1l,iini] 
cnntinueil till mrindnif. Only four srniitl tents Averts 
saveclf of which one helongurt Ui the getictiil; twn 
werfs devoted to the ladies aud cliildren, and 
was given up to tlie sick; hut an irnmcnso number 
ijf jiwr wounded ^vietches wandered about the camju 
destitute of shelteri and perished during the uight- 
Groans of misery and distress assailetl the ear from 
all quarters. We had ascended to a still colder 
climate than we had ieft behind, and were without 
tents* fuolt w fooc!.''* To this miserable night 
suceceded a morning bringing with it tlie confusion, 
iiiiceTtaintY, and wf*e which Lad marked stj nmny 
hy wliicli it had been preceiledp Two hours heron? 
the time fixed upon for marchings a large [Mirtion of 
the troops, and nearly nil the camp-followers, moved 
off with nut ordere. Thev w ere reealleib in conse- 

■V 

quence of comraunications from Akhar Kban pro¬ 
mising supplies, a4id. at the same time, strougly 
urging a bait till lie could make some arrangements 
for earning into effect Ills f>enevolent desire of 
e^icorting his British friends in safety* Tliis halt* 
like almost every other iticfusuro wdiich had been 
taken since the outbreak in Kabonb seems to have 
been most injudicious. ** There can be no doubts** 
says the author to wliose brief but valuable narra¬ 
tive reference lias go frequently been made,t “that 
the general feeling in camp was adverse to a halt* 
there being fk?arccly even a native soldier who did 
not plainly perceive that our only ehance of escape 
* Mihtviy Opermtioni, p, t Ueuteimiat Eyrt. 
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in nioviD^ on as fast aa possible. Tliitt 
lublitional delay^ tberefore, ojid pfoloti^pitioti of tbeir 
fenfFe rings Jti tlie snow* of wbicb ono more march 

* baTo carried them clear, made a very unfa¬ 
vourable impi^sjon on the mitiib of the native sol¬ 
diers* who now, for the first time, began very 
nilly to entertain the idea of deserting."*• 

The halt, bowevor^ if it answered no other pur-^ 
pose, nffcudwl opportunity for further corntniuiica- 
tions with Akbar Khaiit und one of a most extra- 
ercliiiary nature waa received from Idm. It was to 
the effeett that the ladies who accompanied the 
liritisli force* with their Imsbanda and children* 
sbonld, in order to j^reserve them from further bard^ 
ship and dangers lio placed under bis protection^ he 
pledging himself to escort them safely^ keeping them 
one day's inarch in the of the army* This was 
a Btartling projiosalt but time and circuwistaneefl 
pressed* and the general gave an nnhesitating con* 
sent^ There could be little doubt that the objinct 
of Akbar Khan was to get poss^ion of the married 
men and their families ils hostages* a point previously 
attempted to be carrier:!* but defiL’fttod by the refiisnl 
of the officers interestcil* It does not appear that 
any resistance was now oJTered on their partp and* 
indeefl, the dimgers which surrounded those most 
dear to them were so imminent, and tlie Bufferings 
to wliich they ■were unavoidably subjectoil so great, 
as to warrant, in sonic degree* the belief that no 

.1^ ebange could he for tbe worse. The general Imd 

* * Military Optrations, pp- ‘2^0* 331. 
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not objectetl to the former demand of the enemj^ 
till compciloc] hj the determination of im DDi<jers; 
it need, therefore, excite no surprise thnt ho j^hould 
yield now, when the motives for yielding . 

much more ni^nt, nor can lib reasons be an object 
of miicls mrimity- As, however, he left them on 
record, it is right to givo them m stated hy hiiiit^lf. 

They were two; a desire, natnnil imd landable, to 
renmve the Ladies and children^ after tlie horroi^ 
they had already witnmeih f^"™ the further dan* 
gers of a camp; and a hope that, " its frc^tii tlie very 
commencement of the negotiations the Siniar had 
she^Ti the greatest anxiety to have the married 
[leople as hostages, this mark of trust miglit elicit 
a correspouding feeling in him Here is the fetal 
error hy which European safety iti India has been 
m often perilled, and S4jnietimes wreckotl. What 
confidence eould be ]ilaec<l in a ruthless ruffian, 
whose every breath was tainted hy treachery ? whose 
liand Lad just before struck down the British envoy in 
death, while professions of friendship were yet warm 
on his lipSt ii^id the value of whose prombes was 
too well understood to be regarded as any thing more 
than a mockery of the ear--—for hope had ceased to 
wait ujioii them, and they could be liatened to but as 
idle words, meunt^ indeedr to deceivOp but no longer 
po?i9essed of the power of deceiving? Or, again^ 
what confidence was likely to be felt by Akhar Khan 
in those whom bo must know' alfected to trust him 
only because they were without romedyt and he, v 
too, II man so utterly faitliless ois to be incaimbte of 
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man |if«-emiueiit fc*f perfidy in a cuimtry where per¬ 
fidy is imiversiil? The expectation of inspiring 
Klimi with confidence by making a show of 
that feeling towanlH him was just as rational as 
wmild be the hope of a traveller who encotmten* a 
tigi^r in the jungle to <tisarm the hostility of the 
animal and change its natural character by calmly 
awaiting ita spring instead of avoiding it. Confi¬ 
dence iinil jnaguanimity have reignetl long enough, 
and it is time that pruilenco and eonuuon sense 


should be admitted to oiler counsel without the cer¬ 
tainty of its rejeciioTi, To negotiate at all with the 
murxierer of Sir William Macuagliteii was discredit¬ 
able—it would not Ije too inucli to say disgraeefuL 
To talk of reposing ctmlideuco in him indicated 
eitlior utter fatuity or miserable affectation, io 
place woraon in the situation iu which were jdacod 
the wives of the llntisli officers of the Kaboul force 
was a ft>arfiil thing. To surrender them to the 
power of n barbarian, alike destitute of honour and 
instnisible to the chumfl of ]uty, was a step atternled 
with such ovenvbelmiiig responsibility that few men, 
it may Ifi Udievoib would venture to incur it. Gveri 
to avert tlie ccrtaiu ileath of those who were ohjwts 
of the transfer. Wlietber, however, it were right 
or wrung, with reference to all circumstanccR, to 
accept the proposal of Akbsir Khan, is a tiuestion 
on wbicb some dilTercnce of opinion may possibly 
exist; but it is beyoud dispute that, of the two roo- 
NiiiB a'-signed for accepting it, one is utterly worth- 
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and ought not for a moment to Iieto hari tbo 
aligfatoit ’fv*oiglit in guiding the judgment to a deci¬ 
sion on the awfiil occasion. 

Orders were giTcn for ull married officers 
ladies to depart immediately, witli a body of Aflgbau 
hOTTOt wrbo had been dispatched to eoiutuct them to 
the asylum in winch they were to find reftJge. It 
wm the intentioa of the genera! to give all the 
w'ouiided oflScers the opportunity of aYaJling them¬ 
selves of the ad vantages, mch us they might l>e, of 
Akl^ Khan's protection. As this desire could 
have been suggested by no other feeling than hu¬ 
manity, it IS proper to notice it^ oa corroborating the 
received impre^ion of the character of Geneml 
[^Iphinstone, who, what ever may have been his fail- 
ingH in the unhappy proceedings at KabooU is uni¬ 
versally represented os an amiable and estiinalde 
man. Few were benefited by the kind intentions 
of the general, for the Adghan guard wore 
in such baste to return with the charge wbicU 
they had been appointed to receive, that only 
two of the woundod officers were in time in join 
them. 

The women who bad shared in the dangers and 
horrors of the march to lioothauk were now in the 
hands of the enemy; for though Akliar Khan pro- 
fest a diltbrent character, that of an enemy is the 
only one in w'bich he can be Justly regarded* The 
men liaft to struggle ^>n—the food and file] so 
libendjy prrimjseil by the rnffian chief came not. 
“ Anotlier night nf starvation and cold coni^igiieti 
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moT« victims to a iniBomble ileath.”* Another 

morning roToaloil the sanie weaknesB—the same 
suireriiig—the aaiiie disruption of military tics 
whic h Itad marked preceding ones, but in on aggnH 
voted degree. The men who had proudly ninrched 
from tho Itidiis to the heart of Affghoniataii, had 
occupied its feireat cities, beaten down its strongest 
fortresses, and given law from its enpitaJ, were now 
unnhtc to defend themselves from those who thirsted 
for their blood. Jl was not alone that death and 
desertion had frightfully tUinnoil their ranks—a 
large portion of those who survived and remained 
faithful to tho Blandard which they followed W'ore 
incaimbk of performing the dnties of fioldiers— 
their limbs scarcely retained sufficient strength to 
bear them along their despairing way; and that 
elasticity of spirit which aometimea suatains the 
sinking frame against the attacks of physical auifer- 
ing was unknown. Such is the repreaeutatioll of 
Lieutenant Eyre. "The European soldiers wens 
now almost the only efficient men left, the Hm- 
doetaueis having all Buffered more or less from tho 
effects of the frost in their hands and feet; few 
were able even to hold a musket, much less to pull 
a trigger; in fact, tho prolonged delay in the snow 
hod paraljTied the mental and bodily powers of the 
atrougest men, rcnderiiig them incapable of any 
uBcftil exertion. Hope wiemed to have died m 
every breast; the wildness of terror waa exhibited 
in every countcaaiicp. "I" 
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The end was now mpiillj approaching* At a 
narrow gorge, lying between the prccspitoua spurn 
of two the advance of the rctreii-ting force 

was met by the dcirtructivo Hre of the en emy, 
securely perched on the high ground. The strait¬ 
ened pass soon l>ecanie litemlly dioked with dead 
and dying; and here tlie last remains of the native 
infantry ilisappearedH. Many fell; the rest, throw¬ 
ing away their arms and accoutrements, Jleil for 
lifo. Finally, the enemy re shed dttwn sword in 
hand, aud captured the public treasure^ with the 
remnant of baggage, which, ujj to this point, had 
heen jircsorved. A part of the ad^mico ^iccccderl 
in getting through; this halted, to enable the main 
and Hiar columns to coma up with them, A strag¬ 
gler from time in time arrived, bearing heavy fie*MB ; 
another and another appeared, and in this manner 
nil that escaped the fury of the enemy joined ; the 
direful truth that, wilh these miserable exceptionSr 
the two missing colnnins had boon cut oH' and 
detstroyed at leiigtli becoming apparent beyond the 
possibility of rjucstion. The British force now con¬ 
sisted] of seventy men of the Queen’s 44th regiment* 
a hundred and fifty cavalry troopers* about lifty 
horse artillery-uiezi, with one twelvc-jKiiJtid howitiser* 
Such was its strength as to combatants, but the 
rfumU^r of camii-foilowers was still large. 

Akbar Khan apprimehed, and propoficj^l that 
the remainder of the British fence should be dis¬ 
armed, and placed under hia protection. The 
genend refused, and the march was rcBumcd^ Iti* 
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course lay through a narrow iletile, in which the 
troops were oxjjosed to tho liatiwiislng and ilestmc- 
tiTo fire of tho enemy as before. The cJSiergy of 
Shelton saved tlio force from total de¬ 
struction here, and it reached tlie Tuzccti valley, 
where Dcgotiations were again none wed with Akbar 
KLiui. The same projiosal ^vaa again made by him, 
and again it was rejected by the British general. 
After this Jhilure, st was determined to push on for 
Jugdulhik, distant twenty-two miles. On moving 
off, the last gun was abandoned; the same fate 
befel the exliamited and woundei]. The march 
commenced at seven o’clock, and it was hoped that 
JugduUiik might be readied nndcr cover of the 
night, but this was not accomjjlislicd- It was not 
till dawn of day that the advance arrived at Kuttcr- 
Sutig, a place ten miles short of that which was in 
viea'; and the junction of the rear did not take place 
till eight o’clock. The march had not been withont 
auiioyance from the enemy, but the darkness de¬ 
priving them of the opportunity of calling into 
opemtion their skill as marksmen, their fire was 
comp,nBtivel7 harmless, excepting as to the alarm 
which it exdted. In this way it greatly embojraaiiea 
the movemunt of the retreating forces “the panic- 
stricken camp-folio wort now resemUJed a herd of 
deer, and fluctuated backvrarda and forwards ra 
masxtt at every shot, blocking up the entiio rood, 
and fatally retarding the progresi? of the tittle body 
of soldiers who, under Brigadier Shelton, brought 
^ up tho rear." Of the exertioup of this officer 
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tho lost and fatal of tlie |»rri- 

eceditigs of the Kabool force, all tiamitors ifipeak in 
tonns of the liigUest pmi^c and admiration. If lie 
hai] failed in some of the higher and more delioatk-^^ ^ 
rlnties of command, he well Fiif>(wrt0d that rejni- 
tation for daring courage and indomitable perse- 
veratiw? which Jiaa never been denied him- Jog- 
dull uk was reached in the afternoon* but no repose 
aWBitt!d the hapless fugitives. A fresli invitation 
to communicate with Akbar Khan waa answered 
hy tile despatch of Captain Skinner, but tlmrenewot 
of negotiations was accfnri|mnicd bj no eessatinn of 
hostile operations. From the hills the Jiro of the 
enemy was kept np, eiccopting during n brief in- 
terrnl, when Captain Bygrove, at the head of dfteee 
Enroj^eane* |>n^ihcd up, the enemy flying before them 
in the greatest trepidatien, Jiut short was the 
period of relief, for the valiant hand had no sooner 
returned than the onemT were again at their post, 
in the exercitio of their occupation of skugliter* 

The result of Captain Skinner's interview with 
Akbar Khan was a message from that chief to the 
general, tt*f|nosting bis presence at a conference; 
and demanding Brigadier Shelton and Captain 
Johnson os hostages for the evacuation of Jcla- 
lal>ad. Among the strarigc occnrrences of the 
poricnK it ia not the [cast strange that ttiis invita¬ 
tion was accepted. General Elphinstone made 
over the command to Brigadier Anqiietih and* 
accompanied by the ofHcere whi>m Akbar Khan 
had selecte^l for captivity, proceeiled to wait upon 
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tliat poreonage. They were received wUh great 
show nf civility—food was placcil before them, and 

__tliia subslaiitiai indication of friendithip was accom- 

^Z^auif^d in profusion by the lighter and more aerial 
refreshment of gracious promtscfi. In the morning 
A conference was behh at whir^h the three British 
olKcera and all the influential chiefe were preeeut. 
It seems to have been atunny, and Akhar Khun 
played the part of a mediator with a degree of skill 
find dexterity only to he displayed by one wlm, 
from the earliest dawn of reason, Ivad entered into 
an apprenticeship of hypocrisy. Nothing dwiwve 
was determined Upon, and the day beginning to 
wane. General Elphinstone became anxious to re¬ 
turn. Bnt this was not a matter which depended 
on himself: he was in the toils, and, though he 
might Htmggle, he conld bnt beat the air. The 
expression of his wish to witlidraw, and of his 
desire to bo fnmiehed with the retinisite escort. 
aJler sundry repetitions, was etiforccil by re]ireseiit- 
ing that it was altogether at tarbiice with Britisli 
notions of houmir that a general should be (wparoted 
from his troops in the hour of danger; bnt Akliar 
Khim waft no child of chivaliw, and the apiieal was 
Tpin. 

At the British position, the return of the gencml 
had been long and anxiously looked for—it were, 
porliape, too much to say exi»€cted. Early In the 
morning. Major Tludn and Captain Skinner bml 
rode out in the direction of the camp of Akbar 
^ Khan, to watch for the approach of some mes- 
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senger witlj tidings of tiiB state of aflbirs, wLen 
they were attacked* and Captain Skinner rnortally 
wonnded. Throughout the day hunger, thirst, ex-_ 
haustion, and the galling annoyance of the encany'w-^V 
unceasing fire, continued to bo endun-d; anti as 
niglit ilrew on, it became obvions that nothing was 
to be hoped from a longer stay. The whole botly 
accordingly sallied forth, to make their way to Jela- 
labad. in the Itest manner that they could. The 
Ghiljies were not at first aware of the moTement, 
hut they soon gained intelllgetica of it, and niarehed 
in vast numbem to their work of destmetion. 
Officers imd men, troops and foliowers, fell in 
iticredible numbers, and the progress of the retiring 
party wns a moring masaacre. Some officem, who 
were well mounted, rotic forward with the few re¬ 
maining cavalry; straggling parties of Eum[)eurts, 
under various officere, followed, as ctrcumstances 
would permit. The day dawned; the remnant of 
the infantiy approached Gundamnek, and now their 
numerical wf'akncea wa-s obvious to the enemy — ■ 
they could muster only about twenty musketa. An 
attempt to negotiate wns nindo by one of the 
officers, but it ended in nothing, and the unhappy 
]iarty had no resource but to stand on tlieir defence 
without a hope of ultimate success. This gloomy 
task they executed witli an unshrinking determi¬ 
nation, They occupied an emltioiice opposite to 
another held by the enemy; the fire of the latter 
gradually dinunished their numbers, and nt intervals , 
the work of extermination was accelerated by a ^ 
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ruali, Bword in liandi npot> the devoted party, by 
whom, notwitliatonditig the utter hopok-sBuess of 
tlicir sttiiatiou, the asMiilaiite were . Beyenil times 
Repelled. The stniggie lasted till nearly every mmi 
of the BritisU party was wounded, when a final 
onset of the enemy completed their destruction. 
Captain Souter, one of the few that survived tho 
slaughter, but severely wounded, had. lie fore leaving 
.TugdiiUnlc, tied round ills waist the colours of the 
regiment, whicli were thiw preserved. 

It has been stated that twelve officers and some 
cavalry rode on ahead of the rest of the troops, and 
it remains to record their fate. Six of them droppe«l 
before Teaching Futtceahitd, The rest arrived at 
tliat place in safety, and were received by the inha- 
l:)|tant‘i with proftssions of fricuilship and sympathy, 
Food was CiCFereil them, of which they naturally, but 
unwisely, 5topi>e(l to partake. The iiihabitantu in the 
meantime armed themselves, and Buddenly rushing 
on the men whom they had eusiiared, cut down two 
of them- The renuunder mountwl and rode olf, 
Tho enemy, however, pursued, mid all the fiigitiveft 
perished before reoching Jelulahad, with the excep- 
tinn of one. Dr. Rrydcn, who arrived there hut to 
report the destruction of all his companions. Such 
WHS the fate that hefel the remnant of the Kabool 

force. 

And now it is time to turn to the spot where the 
solitary man, hearing the baleful tidings of its mini” 
hilatioii. arrived, and w-here he found a refiige* 
Jelalalffld wib still held by the English unilcr Sir 
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Robert Salt!, He had beon requiteti tinder the 
conditions of the treaty coficIndL^I by the BritiHli 
authoritiGi at Kahool ^th tlie Affghan chJofs, to ^ 
evacuate the place and march for Inilia^ ,Tlie^ 
answer wsa, that Akhar Klian was LniAvii to be 
inciting the chiefs ia the neighbourhood to raise 
their folIoH uis^ for the purpfjse of iiitcrceptiug and 
destripyiug the farce now at Jelalabad; and thab 
under those cirounibtances, it wm deemetl proper to 
attTiit further ortlera, which, it was requested« might 
poiut ont the nature of the security to he given for 
the safe march of tho garrigou to Feshawur. Sir 
Rebort Sale bad no superfluity of prnvirioJiSp aini 
was tibligod to jdaccj the men UHilor his cominand 
on half rations^ he was greatly in want of atunm- 
nitiou, and as to treasure* was almost [iterally with'* 
out a rupee ; his force was Imroly suJIicient to per- 
fomi^ with very great exertiou. the duties rcquirtHl 
of it; his chance of obtaining relief or jreinforcc^ 
monts eeetned extremeij slender, and he had rea- 
son to expect, that aJfter they had disposed of the 
Kal)ool force the Atlghans would coneentmti* their 
power III an attack upon Jchdaljad. But he had 
a spirit which saved him from yieldingt amid nil 
tiieijio discoumgemeiifcs, and he resolved not wan¬ 
tonly to tlirow away the lives of those under his 
charge, nor to place in jeopardy the luiuriut of bis 
country and the pr^xtige of its mutie« 

It is not to he supposed that in India his situa¬ 
tion WHS regarded with indiftbrence, hut the difficult* 
ties in the way of afFortling succour were great, ami 
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tho fii^t effort made for tlie purpose ended iti fail- 
nre* Ini mediately on the goTemment becoming "— 

advised of the commencement of tha distnrljtmces 
a t Kiibfjuih ^ brigade, eiiueisting of four regiments of 
native infantry, bad been assembted in Poftbawurr 
nmler Cobniel Wyld. That oflicer, with bis brigade 
etrei^gtliened (inimerirally at least) by some Sikh but- 
talions and the artillery attached to tliein^ prepared 
to march through the Kliyber pass * but tile Sikh-^ 
shrunk from the duty at the iiionient when it was 
about to 1>G commenced; camel-dri vers and othem 
deserted in vast iiumbens a scries of disastrous ac^ 
cidents invnlving tlie loss of much baggage and 
treasure occurred, and the brigadier was cotnpelled 
to retreat. The fort of AU Mnsjid, after an inoffec- 
tiiol attempt to relieve it^ was at tbis time aban¬ 
doned to the wild tribes inbabitbig the vicinity of 
the pass. 

This misfortune occurred in Juiumry. Early in m?, 
that month a reinforcement, consisting of iier Ma¬ 
jesty *9 9th foot and lOtb light cavalry, a regiment 
of native infantry, and a detachment from another^ 
together with details of artillery nnd imcgiiliLr ca¬ 
valry, crossed the Sutledge on its way to Pesha- 
wur. Subsequently, the force aaaemhled there was 
strengthened by the dcsi>atch of her Majesty's 3rd 
dragootiA and 31 st fnott the 1st light cavalry, two 
regimental of native infantry, some recniits for her 
Majesty's lUfch, and some details of irregular cavalry 
aiui artillery* The command of the entire force was 
destined for Major-Gcneml LumiVt but the state of 
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his hiaaltli preveuting his ujidertaking the daty, it 
was transferred to Major-Geneml PoQock. Such 
were the arraiigniricnts made by the guvenunent of * 
Lord Auckland, the period of whose retirefnerit 
frotn his high office was nppronehing. He was about 
to (juit India nnder circumstances widely diftcrent 
from those B^hich a fe>v months before had been 
contemplated. The policy which had heen carried 
out at great expense had been frustrated, and of the 
army which had marched to the inTasion of Affghan- 
istiuLp a huge part had l^en destroyed) B'hile the 
pfjrtiona that had escaped this fate were shut up in 
isolated positions, B'here it was difficult to convey 
assistance. 

At Kandaliar the course of events had been more 
prosperous than at Kabool. When the insurrection 
broke out at the latter plaeei the same apparent 
calm which had there preceded it and the same 
feeUng of security prevailed at Kandahar. A bri¬ 
gade, under Colonel Maclaren, hmi actually com¬ 
menced its return march for Indio, and its progress 
was interrupted only by the receipt of intelligence 
of the disaster Bhicli had befallen Captain Wood- 
bum.* On the arrival of a demand for aseletance 
from Kabm>K this brigade was ordered to march 
thither, but, after sustaining dretulful hardships, was 
compelled by the severity of the weather to rdtunt 
without effecting its object. Akbar Khan, when he 
had cleared his hands of businm at Kabool, ap* 
preached Kandahar^ which was crowded with chiefs 
* See pige 370, 
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from wbom danger might rc^asonablv }>o oX[x?cte<]; chap* 

and it liocame a qiiestmn how to avert from that _H’ 

pi acre mischief similar to that which occurred at 
KabeoL Money aeejria to hnvo l)een coodtlered to 
be the most efficient icistrumcut for the purposCt 
and a Ue of rupees was disbnreed to the chiefs^ to 
induce them to resist the enemy* The money was 
readil}' ttiken^ luid when no mom was procurable^ 
the chiefs joined Akbar Killing the same step being 
taken by a son of Shall Shoojah'gj named Suftur 
Jung* The enemy gradually approached Konda^ 
bar : on a large body taking up a iK^itinn within a 
short' distance of that place^ Geneml Nott deter¬ 
mined to attack them* and on the 12th Januaiy' a. d. wa. 
moved out for the purpose, with nearly all his dis¬ 
posable force. The enemy were stroiigly postCil with 
a morass in fronts and the fire of their matchlock*’ 
men was, for a time, well kept up ; but they hroko 
and IIed* on the ciogc a|^proacli of the British force^ 
so rapidIvt iiidoedr as to eficape ©eveit'' leas. Tlie 
nttark, however* and the snecesa wUicli attended it, 
led to very beneficial results: it gave confidence to 
one party, and tended to dispirit the other. 

A pau.se in the active course of eventfl alford^ a 
convenient opportunity ftw with lira wing attention 
for a space from the aflairs of AfFghaJiiston, suspen¬ 
sion being further exjjedient fitjin: the change whicii 
took place jn the office of govemor-genemL The 
pofiitinn of General Nntt at Kandahar, of Sir Robert 
Sale at Jelolnbadp and of the force nnder General 
Pollock iti Peshawur* will he Home in mind. It h 
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onljr necessary to fidtlf ’'rith tes[!ect to the state of 
afTaJre on tlie western fiWe of liritish India, that tho 
son of the fomier khan of Kelnt had heen rcco^- 
niited by the goTemmeiit, that In Sinde and Belo- 
ohistan nil was quiet, and that a force stationed in 
those countries wan jure pared to advance under 
Brigadier England to co-openito with General Nott 
in any niauner that might seem c.xpedient. A very 
brief notice of certain events cotempnrai7 with the 
progress of the Aft’glian war, but uDcotinected with 
it, w'ilt be required, in onlcr to complete the history 
of the Earl of Ancklnnd's adminiBtration. 

Of these, the first to be mentioned is the occiipn- 
tion of Kumwl by a British force*. This territory, 
Iving in Sorthem India, was held by a native chief¬ 
tain, whose conduct, both as regarding Hia neigh¬ 
bours and his own subjects, was so extraordinary as 
to call imiieriousty for iiiterferctice. No difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining possession of tlie capi¬ 
tal, but the nawab, with some hundred of his ff>l- 
lowers, witlKlr^w from the place; or rather, the 
fomier was carried awaj by the latteri and detained 
afl a sort of hostage for the Batisfcctinn of arrears of 
paji. Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce, 34th Madras light 
InfantryT tnarcheil with a force against them, and, 
after a sharp encounter, snccceded in securing the 
person of the nawab, as well as- several other pri¬ 
soners, and much property* An immon^ie quantity 
of warlike stores wa.^ found at Kumooh the grciiler 
part being concealed in and about tiie Zenana, and 
other |daeps little likely to be choflen receptAicleft 
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fur Eutili articlu&. Tlie wmliict of tliu imwjib wnS; 
iDde^d altogietLer so unaccountable, that hfs sanitj 
reasonably bo c|izestionec]. But^ whatever the 
ciTuFjCtf which led to hie extraordiimry actst, he 
[>roper[Y i^enioveil fnjui the govemuient of a ikKiple 
whom he ojtpreft^rl beyond even the ordinary mea¬ 
sure of OrJentiil ilcflpotifeftn, and liis territory an¬ 
nexed to the British dominions,* 

Bundlecund, alw'ays die^tracted, afforded another 
rail for British intcrrentioii. It became necesswiry 
to iiKJve a force against a fortified place called Che- 
rciTig. The force, irhich was partly regular tuid 
partly irrcgiilar, wais under the command of Cap¬ 
tain W* F- Beatson. The garrison was reputed to 
lx? four t]iau.mnd strong; but, after two dajs^ can¬ 
nonading, and a severe conflict under the walb^ 
they withdrew, leri^ving the place to be occupied by 
tlic British, 

On the 28tb of Fcbniary* Jjord Ellenborough, 
wdio had Iwcn njijiointcd to succeed the Earl of 
Auckland in the government of Indiap arrived at 
Cnlcuttcu and cm tlio I2th of March following the 
latter nobietnati took hi ft ilepartnre. For obriouA 
reasons, no attempt can lie made towards a general 
cfctimate of the charaetor of the Earl of Auckland, 

* Thfl nn-wali wa* prtiriilvd with a rcvicknce at Trichiaopoly. 
where he eviaeed idq^Ii mterNt m regard to the doctrines nf 
ChmtiiLiutT* nacl, either fhsm ctiTtoBity or hamt higher iDodve, 
he eever^ times attended the service of the mUfioDuiet' ehnreb 
at that place. On the ktt occa^oii cjf hb thus attending, he was 
tnormlly ctibbeil by a hmalica] MahainetiJi^ end died a few hoara 
after receiriag the woimd. 
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in tbo manner pnreued with regard to Bome of Lie 
predeccsaors. Tlie judgment of tho reader mmt bo 
determined altogether hy the fact^ recorded* The 
great event of lufi lordflhip'a admintfttration ’ivns the 
invasion of Afigbaiiistafit and to wlmt extent he Ib 
refiponsible for this is uncertain* Tins imprcs&ion 
which ho left in India appears to have heen highlj 
faTourable, and tbe candid among those who dia^ 
sent from hia polic)’ will unhesitatingly concede to 
him the poftseesion of niany ijualities calcnlated to 
command respect, and tnaiij to conciliate regard. 
Though the larger portion of the period of his admi- 
niRtmtion was paw^d amid tho tumioil of w'ar, be 
found opportunity to turn his thoughte to questions 
comipctcd with the internal improvement of the 
country which he governed: and had his lot Ijeen 
oast in calmer timest it eantiot be doubted that such 
questions would have occupied much more of hh 
attention I and have been pursmed to results of prac¬ 
tical utility. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Lord Ellenborough iim?€Kl in hulia in the inidst 
of a diBastroaa tind the first event of importanoe 
occurring after his arriva] partook of the character 
of too many ^liich had preceded it. The fort and 
citadel of Ghuznee, so gallantly won by the British 
arms, retarned into the hands of the enemy. The 
town had been lost at an carllej period. It appears 
tliat when the afTairs of Shah Shoojah and his ally 
began to go wrong. Colonel Palmer* the ofBeer 
commanding at Ghuznee. applied to the British an- 
thorities at Kabool for sanction to certain ncceraary 
repainB and alterntions there, but failed to obtain it. 

The infatuation that appears to haye seized the 
chief aothorities there*** says an officer . present at 
the time in Ghuznee** ‘^not only hurried them on 
to ruin at the capital, but also paralyzed ns at Ghnz^ 
nee.” It ia, however, to be remem leered, as some 
extenuation of the apparent neglect^ that there wbs 
quite enough to be done and thought of at Kabool 

* Llciitmujit Crawford, 3rd Bombnf j|»tivv lofaalrjp immtiTc 
poblithed in appendix to Lieutcajuiit Eyre's “ Militnry Opcratknu 
in Kabod/' 
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ti> occupy all the energy ftnd all the reflii^ctioaB of 
tiiose who hchl command there. They hateewt.mgh 
to answer for m connectioji with ttie moro itiime- 
diate sphere of their duty, and may claim tu Ife 
■visited Ughtly for a eeemiug forgetfulness of the 
dangers of distant placcsi, “ At the eleycntli houFj 
continTics the writer above quoted, “ the euionel 
took the Tcspon&iliiliiy on himself^” mid it is cef- 
taiiilr to he lamented that ho did not asi^iiuie it at 
an earlier j^eriod, for^ it is added* most invaliuihle 
time had been suffered to pass niiinj|iioTed, and 
when the enemy made their uppearance under cmr 
walls, they found us but ill prejiared for a siege* 
especially when it wo* not mati aloue we had to 
combat with, but the rigours of a winter as inteuse 
lift tluit of Canaila.” The inhabitants of the tow'ji 
were Ijeheved to l>o faithful to the British eiiuse* 
It turned out that this, like many aiKiilar couvic- 
tious, was a delusion, Tliey intrigued with their 
con fit ty men outside, and finally provideil means for 
their admittance, w^hen they poured in, in auch vast 
uumherH, that the garriaom after fighting for a niglit 
and a day, were eompellcd to abandon the town and 
retire to the citadel. This w'as maintatued until 
the i&t of March, more tlmri ten weeks after the lo&s 
of the town. During this interval the duty was 
most oppressive, aud the weather frightfiilly Bovere. 
Snow would often fall in the course of a single night 
to the depth of two feet, and the thennometer was 
aom et itnes fourteen degrees below zero» 'Every oflice r 
and inan in die place waft on duly during eight hours 
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uf the twerKy-fonr; proYision^ were scftrce, fiiel still 
tniytQ scaree* Tlio sepfiiyet compelleJ to undergo 
snch setority of duty in a climate to which they 
unnccii&toiTiod, and whof^c rigours they were 
cmHtted to ittaiain^ m|iiilly l>eciirne disea^ed^ and the 
hoapital was soon crowedeih The supply of water at 
last failed^ n rosult acc^^lemted hj an occurrence 
w'hich might etherwHi^c 1>e regarded a& of favoumhle 
aspect—the disappearance of the snow, on which 
the garrieon mainly depended. Thi& continuatiou 
of suffering enforced the surreiider of the place, a 
step which Cotuiiel Palmer had been authorkeih 
and indeed required, to taJiB bj the authorities at 
Kaboolp in purhimuceof the arrangements into whicb 
they had entered with the ARghan cliiefb, but wdijch 
he had avoided as long as practicable. Tlic evacua¬ 
tion was to be effected on terms acconling to which 
the garriBOti \verc to march out of the citadel wdthin 
six day’s, when a portion of the city wnas to he aa^ 
eigiied for their abode till they could pursue their 
march from tho place^ which was to be performed 
with their colours* haggELgc, and a euflicient stock of 
ammunition, and under an escort fiir protection. 
To observe the tenna of agrocment the chiefs 
solemnly bound themselveFi by an rsath upon the 
Koran; and m the 6tli of March tho British troops 
quitted the citadcK and took up their quarters in 
the town. Tho value of an Affgbau oatli waa soon 
asceitaiiied. On the day after the evacuation of 
the citadel by the British* they were trcaehernusly 
attacked by the enemy, and during throe day^s had 
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to defoncl tbein^elTe^ in tlie best manner they wore 
nble againstt the guns of the citaduh ^ lately at 
their own dispo&alt and the furtoua onBets of count- 
loss numbers of fanatics thiisting for their bloofl. 
Overtures for a tomunation of hostilities came at 
intervals from the commander^ Sbnmfloodeen Khaji, 
nephew of Dost Mahomed, but the horriblo con- 
dltioDfi tendered for the acoeptajice of ColoDel rai¬ 
nier were, that all the olScere should surrender 
themselves to the personal care of Sliumeoodeen, 
ahandoniog the sepoys to the fuij of the murderous 
hordes wlto surrounded them. This of conrse was 
refused, and the slaughter proceeded i ofEcei^ and 
men alike falling victims to it. Certain deaths 
sooner or later^ soemed to await everj'^ individual of 
tbo garrison, and this was the jmpreBaion of the 
sepoys, who at length, without the Iciiowledgo of 
their officers, hold a oonsiiltatiori among thomselves, 
and framed a plan of coping to Peshawnr tlirough 
a hole in the outer ivall of the towm, which they 
forthwith commenced digging. When their deter¬ 
mination had been taken, they informed their 
officers of it, expressing a desire that they would 
go with them, but intimating that, however this 
might be^ thn men would go. Thug virtually de¬ 
serted, the officers had no ehoico but to i^urpender 
themselves to ShiunsoodoeD. 

The attempt of the ficpojs to escape proved a 
miserable failure. A heavy snow fell, in which 
they become bewildered as to the route to bo pur¬ 
sued, and they were aJI either cut to pieces or made 
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prisoners, HaJ tbej got oJear of the ASglumg 
occupying ami surrounding the city, they would 
have Imrl but little chance of safely. They appear 
to have utterly mistaken the di^anoc to Pesbawnr, 
believing it to be mnch less than it actually wafi> 
and no reasoning could satisfy them of their error^ 
or of the utter impracticability of their reaching 
the place. The officers fared little better than the 
sepoys; their lives were preserved^ but they were 
subjected to almost eveiy description of eii0ering 
that cau add to the uecessary and unavoidable evilg 
of imprisonments 

Greatly was tljo fall of Ghumec to be lamented^ 
and much its probable effects on the otiemy, as welt 
as on the British troops, to be feared* But Jclala^ 
had still happily beld out, under the command of 
Sir Robert Sale. The difficulties with which this 
mo&t ablo and most heroic ollicer had to contend 
have been already advorted to, but now, when the 
narrative has advanced to the period when a crisis 
in the aflairs of Jolalabad was Impending, it maybe 
proper to notice them somewlmt mono in detail 
He found tlie wallfi in a state which, in his own 
langi]]^, ** might have Justified despair as to the 
]K)Ss[bility of defending tliem.” Not only was the 
space inclcjged by the lA^alls for too extensive with 
reference to his foreop but tbeir tracing was bad; 
there was no parapet except for a few hundred 
yank, ami this not more than two feet high. 
Earth and rubbish had accumulated about the ram¬ 
parts to such an extent that there wore roads in 
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various directioiw aiid over thorn into thcs 

country* Tliere wu5 a space of four hundred yards 
together at no point of whicli^ excepting onoj th^ 
gartiaoti could shew themselves; the population 
^litliiii was disaflectedT and without the place was 
surnaindcd by mined forts, w^alls, itiosquesi tombs, 
and gardens, from which a tire could lie opened on 
the defenders at twenty or thirty ynnlH distauce.* 
It haa alreadj been mentioned that the garrii^jii 
were greatly in want of provisions and ammunition; 
every pni^ijiblo exertion was made to reduce the 
consumption of both to the point of necessityt ^rtd 
to jHocure fresh joipjilies, while the apparently 
hD|>ek^sa ta^k of placing the town in a respectable 
state of defence was carried on with a vigour and 
success which Bccmcd to recognize difficuldes only 
to defy and overcome them. The sticcesflftil sallies 
by which Sir Rc)l>eri Sale cleacerl the vicinity of 
vnst bodies of the enemy [inve been narmted in 
their proper place. When the first disastrous newa 
from Kabool reached him, he hoped that Jelnlabad 
might atibrd a place of refuge to the retreating 
army from the fartiier place. That hope was met 
hy u misembiB disa[i|iointmcnt in the intelligence 
that the Kabool force Lad been totally dcstroyeil in 
the Ghiijie defiled* While thus deprived of the 
cipportunity of affording Bnccour to othera. Sir 
iiobert Sale was disappointed of that which he 


* Tht mbsULDcc df thi* eccnunt of the utate of tbe p\mcv in 
tikcn from Sir Uobeit SiJe"! leHer to the Govenunent of tadk, 
i-eth flf Apfih 1642p imd the gn^Ater jinrt of It in hi* own wortli. 
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expe^^ted for hiniflelf hj tlie check ^^hich the force 
under Brigadier Wyld received. HiJ 3 positioa was 
now most critical, nrid one nf the grounds u[ioti 
which it had l>eeri nmintained had ceased to exist. 
But he deteriuliied to jwrscverc^ “ I might/* he 
■* wliikt our enctnics were engaged in pi un¬ 
de ring the force from KalirKd* have attempted and 
periiape effbctcfh though with heavy loss, a nitrcat 
across Kiiylior^ hut I resolved, at aJl hazards, on not 
relinquishiug my grasp on the chief to\ni of the 
valley of Ningrahar, and the key of Eastern AB- 
ghanl^tan, so long as I had reason to consider that 
nur government desired to retain it."* The re¬ 
st oratToOi or rather the reconstruction of the work a 
was now completed. The labour had been great, 
extending to the removal of a vai=t quantity of co%'er 
for the enemy, the demolitioa of forts and old walls, 
the filling up ravines* the cutting down of trees* 
and sweeping away of gardens* Such w’ere the opc- 
mtious of the destructive kind, tn the coJ»^str^ctiyo 
they had embraced tlie raising the fharapets to the 
height of six or seven feet, repairing and widening 
the mmparta» extending the bastions^ retrenching 
three of tho gates, covering tiio fourth with an out* 
work* aud excavating a ditch ten feet in depth and 
twelve in width round the wliole of the walls- 
** The place,” ohservea Sir lioix?rt Sale, “ was tlms 
secure against the attack of any Asiatic enemy not 

* Letter from Sir Itpbert ta Oi^vcrimieak of Endk, 
Uth pf April* 


cuAe. 

XXXI, 


334 


HISTORY OF TRF 


CHAP. 

XXXL 


JL n^L 


proviJfid with siego artillery."* The greater part 
of their tiefencea, lioworerp were overthrown by one 
of those awfsil visitations not nnneual in Affghan- 
Lstao, the efleeta of which are tlms doscribe<] by Sir 
Robert Sale t —It pleased Pri'niJenoe on the 19 th 
of Fehmary to reraoTs in an instant this ground of 
confidence. A tremendous earthquake shook down 
all onr pampte, built np with so much lahour, 
injnred several of onr bastions, cast to the ground 
all OUT guard-houses, demolished a third of the 
towui made a considerable breach in the rampart of 
a curtain in the Peihawnr face» and reduced the 
KalxKil gate to a tfliapelefts moBS of niins^f 
“ Thne*" obacirea the garrison eiiginecrt|; "in one 
moment the labours of three months were in a 
great measure destroyed." Dispiriting as was this 
fearfiil overthrow of the procltjct of eo much time 
and labour, it did not jiarulyKC the energieB of 
either officers or men. No time was lost in lament¬ 
ation or despairing bewilderment; “ the shocka had 
scarcely ceased when the whole garriflon was told off 
into working parties; and before night the breaches 
were scarped^ the rubbish below elearutl away^ and 
the ditches before them dug otit, while the great 
one on the Peshawitr side wos surrounded by a good 
gabion parapet.”^ It is not easy to give an ode- 

* better fttiiin S\f Kobrrt to ttio Governmeat ot IndiAp 

l£tli of April. 1M2. 

t Ibid. 

t Cvptsua Brcnulfcwt, nato oo worki, dutcd! 16tbi April, I. 

I Natie by fopUda Bn»dfc»L 
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qiinto impres&ion of the Jalioui- performed, or of the 
noble spirit \vMch prevatleil irniong tho&e who In- 
t^ujed, with oat qeoting at nit inconvenient Jetigth 
from officijiJ reiKiirtfi, One extract resisting the 
general result tnnst snffice* “ From the following 
day* alt the troops off duty were eoiitintiaUy nt 
work, nod such were their energy nuid persovonmee 
thntt by the end of the months tho parapets were 
entirely restored, the Kabool gate aguio serviceable, 
the bastions either restored or the curtain fillcfi in 
when restoration was pmcticable, and every battery 
reestablished," f So eAtraordinarj did thi# appear 
to Akbar Khan, who had now advanced to a spot 
about seven mi lea distant from the plaee^ tliat ho 
could find only one solution of the difficulty, and 
nnUesi tali ugly attributed the unlooked for security 
of Jehxlabad to English witchcraft. The enemy 
soon approached nearer,—Akbar Khan establish¬ 
ing his head-quarters nbout two miles from the 
city, and a secondary camp ul^ui s mile distant,— 
invested the place, and kept up a vigorous btoek- 
ade. Various skirmishee from time to time totik 
place, and the apirit, gallantry, and military skill 
disphyed in them would justify a mhiute detaJ] 
of tho circumstances of eacfo did space per¬ 
mit* They must, however, be passed by with this 
general notice, saving the mention of some of the 
officers who respectiveiv led the detachiacnts en¬ 
gaged, and who well merited the approbation which 
they received from the iJlustrious officer under whom 
* Fetmuy f Note hy Cipuln BrwdfiKitp 
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they ^r^?rVDd: they wen.^ Colonel Deunjei a nanie 
long associated vrhh noble deeds i CaptaiTi Broad- 
foot^ garrisfin engineerp ’^'pLo waa aeTertdv wonnded; 
Captain Fen^vlck, of the Queen's l!|th light inflintry ’ 
Captain Pattiaon^ of flie ^»niiie roginicnit; Ceptaiii 
Oltifiold and LJeutonttiit llayne* of Shall Shoojah's 
cavalry. These snceeftFieB, Sir Ro!>ert Bale qI>- 
sen ed, were crown oil hy rrov idence by the issue 
of the decisive mul brilliant attack on the camp nf 
the Sirdar, on the 7tb of April." Of this attack it will 
be proper to take Bonmwhat nioro e3ftended notice. 
Three coIiihlds of infantrr were formed, the centre 
consisting of the larger ]iart of her Majesty^fi ISth, 
TFuistering five hundrcMl bsynnets; under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dennie; the left, of the chief t>art of the 
35lli native in fan tiT, also five hundred strong, under 
Lieiitenant-Cojonel Monteatli ^ and the right, of onct 
company of her Majesty^e 13t^ and one cinnpany of 
the 35th native infantry, with a detachment of sap¬ 
pers, the whole amounting to three hundred and 
sixty, and under the comniandof Captain Havelock. 
The Columns were to bo supjiorted by the fire of 
the guns;, and by the small cavalry force at Jclala- 
bad. The troops issued from tlie Kabool and Pesh- 
awur gates early in the moniiug, and found the 
whole force of the eiioHiy, amounting to about six 
tbouaaiid, formed in order of battle, fbr the defence 
of their campp their right relating on a fort, their left 
on Iho Kahool riven Some ruined workfl, recently ■ 
repaired, wore filled with Afighan marksmen, ready 
to pour forth a fatally directed fire* The attack 
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wa9 led hy tlio skirmishera ami colnmn undcsr Cafv 
tain Tlavelock, by wbom the eKtrerae left of tlio 
eqemy'fl ndvaoecd lino wjus piereed. The ceotml 
«dumn directed its oiTortB cgainst ti square fort upon 
the same base, which was obatinatply defendc^cl 
And here a enlatnity occnired for which tictorv 
scarcely aflbrils compensitioD; Colonel Deiinie, 
vrliild leading hia regiment to the assault, was mor¬ 
tally wouTided, and shortly afterwards hrentlied his 
lust,* Tlie com maud of the column thus devolveil 
upon Captain Wilkinuon, of the same regiment, and 
the conflict proctseded. The rear of the work hav¬ 
ing been with somo difficulty gained, orders wore 
givet; fiir a comhined attack u]ion the enemy’s canij). 
The AfTghanfl made repeated attempts to check tho 
advance hy a sharp fir© of musketry, by throwing 
forward lieayy Indies of lioisc, which twice tlircat- 
ened in force the dctachn tents of foot um I or Captain 
Jltivtdock, and by opening guns under cover of a 
garden wall, served, as it was said, under the jiciaonal 

• Tins GJl of this giJUnt officer, M stnuageJy ilighted in the 
{listnbutiDU of hononiB and nnnknls, ucitiNi nnii'tTw] regret. 
Ooi! ^vclJ,dcseTvod marh of htmoiir, ttliich CAoJil oot haw hern 
rrtnwd him, ctune too Inte to gnitirjr hii noble enirit. Mortat. 
wife Lestowed on the officers w-ha distinguulml thcmKlw!i in 
AiTgliiuiUEtiut, and that of Colonel JicimJc, with n feeling of deti- 
ente nttGntioD, was forviuidcd to hi* motber, n Mr for adninciol 
in pum, hut whom age hmi not rendered huensible to the Muc 
of the menuiHal, nor unfitted fnr gncofullr noknowlcdging it. 
She receired the medsJ, she said, vath. plomurt and with pride: 

she fett thBt she had a right to bo proud of her nonV Jifn_ 

and also of his death; n decluation net less worthy of n Itomnn 
limn of an English miitnin. 
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Bupcrintejulence of tb^ Sirdar^ but in vaiii^ Tbe 
artillery advanced at a gallopj and dircetjed a heavy 
fire on tho etietny^s centre, whilst two of the co- 
lamn^ of infantry penetmted hh !ine near ttio ^rne 
points and the third forced Iiack his left from its 
ftijpfjort on the river, drivinfr into it some both of 
horse and foot- In a very short time the foe was 
dislodged from every part of hi? position, his gnnft 
captured, hifl camp involved in llanicg, and Ak- 
bar Khan, with liis lUfiComfitcd army, in full retreat 
towards Lughmaik This defeat in open field by the 
troops whom he had boasted of blockading was in¬ 
deed, stated by Sir ll^ihert Sale^ ^‘ complete and 
signal.*^ On the Ifith of Aprils nine days after this 
memorable affair, the force under Geneml Pollock 
reached Jelalabad. 

General Polloek, on arriving; in the camti at 
PcehawTir, had found the four infantry regiroents 
there dispirited by their recent failure;* in tmtht a 
very Imd spirit prevailed among them*and* further, the 
ravages of nn epidemic disease had thrown hundreds 
of men into hoapitul. Under such circumstntices, 
it wna obviously imprudent to attempt to advance* 
and the junetiou of her Majesty’s 0th foot did not* 
in the general's opinion* change tlie state of things 
so materially as to warrant lus taking such a step. 
ReinforcomentB were in the rear*f and it was 
deemed advisable to wait their arrival- It was 
contrivedt however* to open communications with 
Sir Uobert Sale* warning him of the approach of 

* Sm p. 321, t S« notice of the eiLtEDt, p* 32L 
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r^Jief, atid iiopreseDtii]^ tbe itjipodiency of waiting 
for the jntictiou of the wjiiilo force destined for the 
parjMise, hut intmioting, that in ease of extreme 
einergencT, an attempt to advance would he made 
at all luuuu-ds. Ultimately, it was resolved not tn 
Wait for the Lufantry regiment, but to move forward 
as Booti as the cavalry and giina arrived j hut further 
delay liccame necessary, in order to complete ar- 
rangomeuta witli the Soike who were to co-operate 
til forcing the posses. Attenipts had been made to 
jmrchasc the sj{] of gome native chiefs, and some 
money had lieen paid, hut it seems to little purpose. 
On the 5th of Ajirii, General Pollock luund himself 
in a condition to move forward to forco the pass. 
The task was accomplished, not indeed without 
difficulty, hut with complete success. Two columns 
were formed to etorm the hciglits, while a third 
advanced to the mouth of the jiass. The severer 
duty fell to the lot of tlte banking columns, the 
right of which was under Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, 
of her Majeaty^R 9 th loot, and Major Anderson, 64tli 
native iufautiy; the left under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mosely, of the 64tli native infantry, and hftyor 
Huish, of the 2dth native infantry, Tbe conduct of 
Rome jexaitgeos, under CnfiUiii] Ferris, w-as highly 
sjmken of by Gonenil Pollock. Tho ammgementa 
for the protection of the haggage were so complete, 
tliat not a aiiigte baggage animitl was lost. This 
immuiiitv from plunder is attributable to General 
M‘Caskill, who commanded the rear-guard. After 
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this encounter, Gencml Pollock ox^>e^J™e(Kl little 
opposition until he arriTed in safety* and liappily in 
ddo time, at Jelnlalmd. 

Kfttidahfti continued to be maintained by General 
Nottp u'ho» like Sir liobert SalCp refused to recog¬ 
nize the treaty concluded at Kalxmilp or to yielil 
oliediencc to the order extorted from General El- 
phi iietone for the surrender of the phico. On tho 
7th of March he moved out of the city, vrith the 
larger part of his force, to attack the enemy, 
drove them before him across the Ttiniiuikp and 
then across tlio Urgundab* On the 9th ho was 
able to approach suflicieiitly near to open hia guns 
on thctiip when they dispersed in every direction and 
iQ €am|intuitve safety* GenoriLl Nott being iinj pro¬ 
vided with cavalry adcMjuate to the task of pursuits 
During his absence a strong detachment of the 
enemy made an attack on the city* and succeeded 
in burning one of the gateo, but they were repnlfied, 
with great loss, by the officer in conimaJid of the 
garrisnii. Major LanCp of the 2nd regiment of Ben¬ 
gal native i nfan try- 

Less fortunate was an attempt to relieve Ksvnda- 
har from Siiide. For this purpose Brigadier Eng¬ 
land, w'ith an iuconddcniblc force, advanced through 
tho Bolau poflSp ainl arrived safely at Quetta, It 
was his intention to proceed through the valley 
of Pifiheen to the village of Kyknlzie, and there to 
wait the arrival of reinforcements coming up through 
the pass ; but on reaching tlic on trance of a defile 
leading U* the village, he unexpectedly found Ma* 
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liomed Sadig, an insargent cIiieF, strong]v |>oet(!d in 
tlio pnss and on tlio contiguoitg heights, to oppose 
his progress. The difficully of ncquiriiig acrnrate 
infnnnadoii in a country like that in ncLich the Bri¬ 
tish govemmeat were now currying on >Tur, the 
dntigcr of rehlng on friendly profesHions, which, in 
the East, are bestowed witii a reckless profusion 
pntpnrtionei] to their want of sincerity, were lien.- 
illustrated. At a village only sLv miles JHim the 
month of the defile, the British commander and his 
officers iiad been received hv the chief men of the 

•P 

place with flic? greatest show nf cordiality * but, 
tbuijgli minutely qaestioueil m to the state of ilie 
cimiiti3', their frientHiness cih! not eaflcr tlicm to 
|>mpf>ed to the length of warning Goneiul Knglaiul 
of the resistanco winch awaited bim. Wlien the 
fir^t eiTfiptoms of opposition ajipeareib it was bo* 
lie VC J that iho force of the enemy was ^^znalK and 
four light eotnpanies^ Hupporteil liy n small reserve 
under cover of four guns, wore nrilered to attac^k 
the liilL The strength of the enemy was conconle^l 
behind a succession of breastwork^i, witli adlteh and 
aliattis, until the British ad van party readied the 
crest of biA ejeterinr dcfcncot when a vast body 
sjirang into vievv^ and it became evident that the 
contcflt cotild not bo advantageously mainUiintiNb 
The four companies engaged couscquentlj foil liack 
m the supporting oobnnii, which had to Erustain an 
attack fmm the enemy's ciivalry^ who, un the retreat 
of the oSHaultiiig j^arty^ nitfbed down from the bilJs. 
Their eilbrtB to break tijc columu were, however^ 
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unavailing, mnl tbo fiitire Uritiab force tnnved off 
in goofl order and vitlmut iiiss of baggage- ■ Sul>se- 
f[ueDti}‘, Genenil England deemerl it advisable to 
fall back ti> Quetta. This abortive atteriijit was 
atteinled bv the Iobb of ninety-eight men, killed and 
wounded. Among the killed were two British offi¬ 
cers, Captain W, May, of her Majesty’s 4i st, aud 
Major Aptborp, of theSOtb Bombay native infiuitry. 
Tlie action took place on the 28th Marrh. 

On the preceding day Colonel G. Ei ^VJ^ner, 
commatiding a foraguig ftftrty dispatched from 
Kandoliar, diapeTBCd witli great brilliancy a large 
IkhIj of tiic enemy’s cavalry, who liung upon liini 
and threatened tlie security of bis convoy. 

Ill tlie month of April an event btippencil which, 
thongli of little political importauCTt In itself, may 
lie regardcfl as relieving the British govcrunieiit 
from one sonrcc of enibnrrasfinieat in dealing with 
the allhijs of AffgUanislan—Shah Slioojah was mur¬ 
dered. Had his life been prolonged, it is not to be 
snpjiused that exertions to maintain him on his 
titroiie would have been persisted in, British 
rulers, both at home and in Indio, were heartily 
weary of the eouncction with Affghanistou; and the 
only (juestiojis to he solved wore, in what manner 
and Low quickly could it lie disRolvefl? In a com- 
mimicatiou from the governor-gcnerai in council to 
the commander-iu-cliief. Sir Jasper Nicolls, dated 
I5th March, the following observations occur:— 
** 'file ciimmaiiders of tljo forces in ITpper and Ijower 
Afghanistan will, in all tiie operations they may 
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ilcsigDf bear in tnind tliese gen^fftl views and opinioiifl 
of the government of India. They will in the lii^t 
instance endeaTour to reJiij^ve ail the garrisons in 
ASgliani^Uiti wbinh am nnw surrounded hy the 
cnemj- The relief of these garrisansi is a point 
deeplj afiectitig the military character of the arrnj, 
and deeplj interesting the feelings of their country- 
hut to mate a rash attempt to effect such relief la 
anj case without a reasonable prospect of succosSf 
would he to afford no real aid to the lunve men 
who are surmunilefh a>id fruitleBsIy to sacrifice other 
good soldiers, whose ]sreser%^atioa is equally dear to 
the government they &crve. To effect the relief of 
the pdsonem taken at Kahooi is an object Jikewiso 
deeply interesting in point of feeling imd of lionoiin 
Tliat oliiject can ]irobablY only he aecuiuplijihed by 
taking liOBtagos from such part of the country as 
miij bo in or may come into our possession; and 
with rt^fereiico to this object, and to that of the 
relief of Ghuzuee,* it may possibly become a ques¬ 
tion, in the event of Majot-geneml Pollock effecting 
a Junction witli Sir Robert Sale, whether the united 
force shall return to the countiy below the Khyher 
or take a forward pofiidon near Jeklahacb 
or even advance to KabooL We are fully sensible 
of the advantages which would be derived from the 
re-occujiation of K.ahooh the scene of our great dis- 
osteri and of bu touch crimCi even for a week, of 
the means which it miglit tiffbrd of pecoverlng the 
jirisoners, of tlio gratificatbn which it would give to 
* TLo Mil of thh place wm uoE thm kauwiif 
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tbfi aniiy, and of tLc eflect Tivhich it would tiavc 
upon our enoinieg. Our withdrawal might then bo 
mado to rest upon an oflicinl tloclaration of the 
grouudH on which we retired as feolemn as that 
w'hich accompanied our advance^ and we should 
retire as a conquering, not as a defeated power; 
but cannot sanction the occupation of an ad- 
Yanced position beyond the K by her pass by Major* 
General Pollock, unlos^ that general shouhl be satie- 
fiod tiiat he can—without depending upon the for¬ 
bearance of the tribes near the pass, which»obtained 
only by purebaso, muntt under all cireumataneesT be 
precarious^ and withont depending Ufson the fidelity 
of the Seik cluefi^ or upon the powder of those cliicffl 
to restrain their troops, upon neither of w^hkh can 
any reliance he safely placed—-‘feol assured that bo 
can l^y his own strength overawe ami ovorceme all 
who dispute the pass, and keep up at all limes Ilia 
communicatirsn wdth Pcshawur and the Indus,'' 
Similar feelings ajipear to have been entertamed 
before tho arriTal of the new' governor-general* In 
a letter of instruction, addressed to Sir Jasper 
Nicolk shortly beforu the departure of Lord Auck¬ 
land,* even the maintenance of Jelolahad le spoken 
of us an event scarcely to he hoped for* Intel* 
Ugence, then recently received, is said to have con¬ 
vinced the govenuiient that, excepting under some 
very unforc^n change^ no sufficient advantage 
would be derived from an attempt to netalij pcs- 
sesdion of .1 olalabad for any prolongtxl period 
* Umfer ilutt Fdiruwy 18412^ 
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doriD^f the present eeaBon. The fate,” it is con- 
tinued^ " of the gallant garrison of that place will 
probably have boon detortnJnefl before the indnia* 
tioii of our opinion to the ahoTe effect can reach 
Major-GGnejnl Pollock- But we would recpest your 
excellency, without delay, to infomi the major-gene¬ 
ral that the mam imfucement for the nmintenance 
of n post at Jelakhad, namely, that of being a 
jioint of supimrt to any of onr troops escaping from 
Kal3ooh having now^ it mii&t ho foaradt unlmppiiy 
passed away% it is the object of-the government tlmt 
he shouli titiTuss any uiiforescon ocmtingency ahoiilJ 
give a decidedly favoiunhlo turn to aBairSt cowfiuo 
liimsielf to tneasurea for withdrawing the Jelatahad 
garrison in safety to Peshawur, mid there for the pre¬ 
sent bolding together all the troops under bis orders 
in a secure position, removed from collision with the 
Seikh forces or eubjccta*'’ A few days afterwanK* 
the foHowiitg instruction^ among others^ was trans¬ 
mitted to General Pollock by the government of 
IndiOp Lord Anckbmd being fitill at its head* ^ On 
the wholot you will undenstand that the great pre¬ 
sent object of yonr proceedings in Peshawur is, 
beyond the safe withdrawal of the force at Jelala- 
bad, that of watching events, of keejiing up such 
comTiiunicationa as may bo admissible witli the 
scvertil partice who may acquim power in the 
northern portion of Afighanistan, of committing 
yourself pemmnently ivith none of those parties, 
but also of declaring poeitively n^^iinst none of 

* 24tb FebmiLiyp LS42* 
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thetri, wtilc yuu flre collecting ibe aitwt acoumte 
uifonnatiim of their relative etrengtb aiiU puriJoscs 
for report to the govenuneiit* and pursuing the 
metiunres nvliicli you niBV find in your ]iower for 
procuring the safe return of our troojis and |>eople 
detained bcyonil the Khyber jiass.” There was, 
therefore, no Bubstaiitial diSereDcc on this iwint 
Iwtween the tiewa of the retiring governor-general 
and those entertumed by his suceessor. General 
Pollock, who, from being on the spot, well as 
from his military knowledge and habits, could beat 
Rpjireciato the difiicuUies around bini, appears, even 
previous to bis advance through the Khyber pass, 
to have been deeply imprepsed with a sense of the 
fatal mnaequcnccs, temporary anti permanent, whicli 
must follow the sudden abandonment of all hope of 
again establishing British superiority in Alfgbaii- 
istan. ” If,” he ol!seTTe<l, I were to advance 
with the intention of merely witlidmwdng tlio gar¬ 
rison of Jelalabad, my succ(«9 in advancing must 
chiefly depend on concealing my Intentions: for 
altbtkUgh (if 1 suceecd in any negotiation to open , 
the piOBs) every precaution will be taken by me to 
secure a retreat, I must expect that every man wilt 
ripe to molest our return, as tliej would be left to 
eIic mercy of the A figban rulers; and I must confess 
I sincerely believe that onr returti here, miless 1 
have first an opportunity of inflicting some signal 
jiunishment on the enemy, would have a very bad 
0fleet both for atid near.”* 


* I.cUer U> Liiulcfiiiiit.Culoiiel Ltuird, Febnuoy 37 th, iB 43 . 
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The Tiecejpt of the inteliigetice cf the fill I of 
ti1itizac?e; ainl tif the cheek rGceiTcd bj Gencmi —^ 

En^jnnd in fitteuipting^ to advance to KandohEiTt 
seeing ta have added to the deFtpinidlDg feelings 
entertiviued in the liigheet fiuartens and orders were 
transmitted to General Nott to take imiiieiliatemenuB 
fur drawing oiT the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, to 
evacuate Kandalmr, and to take up a position at 
Quettfi. Thoobject ofthu aljove-directed measures^"' 
it was adcledt to withdraw all our forces to 
Sukknr. at the earliest period at which the season 
find other circonu^tances may pertnit you to take up 
a now position there.” Suhsetjucutlyi the governor- 
general heard of the defeat i)f the enemy by Sir 
Robert Sale before Jelalabad^ and of the easy 
retreat of General England to Quetlat but neither 
of these events seems in his mind to have excited 
Hiiy sanguinB hope. In a despatch to the secret 
committee, dated Benares, 22nd Aprik after ad- a.d. 1 B^^, 
verting to these trojisactions* the govemor-gciiemS 
contmnes; Tho^ several events, although they 
improve our prosj>ects to some extent, have hx no 
rv^Hpcct nltoped mj delilierate opinion that it is expe- 
fUent to withdraw the troo]« under Major-General 
Pollock and tliose under .Miyor-Genercil Nott, at the 
earliest pimsticahlc period, into jiositions wherein 
they may have certain and easy c*iimniitiication wdth 
India. That opinion is founded u[}On a general 
view of our military, political, and financial situa¬ 
tion, and is not Uablo to be lightly thaiiged.'' 

Three dayts htTore the date of the despateh last 
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qiioti^d, tho .povemor-general, being then awmre 
tliiit Goneml Pollock bail entered tlio Klijber pass, 
ajul concludiDg that he hail effected a jimction \nth 
Sir Robert Sale, tlius wrote to Sir Jasper NiwJls. 
ill reference to a previous reciuest that the com- 
Hiander-iii-eliJef woulil isBue instructionB which 
might be nci!essary for the guidance of Genoml 
Pollocks—“ The object of the inatmetiuns wUicIi 
’H'ill thus be given to those officers * is to bring 
their respective corps into easy aiui eertain com¬ 
munication with India* What ulterior clcsthmtion 
may bo given to those corj^s when timt of Major- 
General Nott, having drawn off the garrison of 
Kelat-i-Gliilzie, shall be eoncontrated ultimattiy in 
tho vicinity of Sukkur, and that of Mnjor-Genoial 
Pol lock, having drawn off the garrison of Jelnlabad, 
tihall be again on ibis Bidu of tho Khyber pass, l« n 
nmtter for the most scriouB conHidcration.” After 
expressing a wish to confer with the commauder- 
iti-ehief on the subject^ and adverting to the possibi¬ 
lity of selecting a new line of operations, ifaggre^ve 
liiimBureB sbouJd be deemed neceSBttrj", his lonlsliiji 
aibis tlic following remark, clearly shewing the ten¬ 
dency of his own judgment: “It will, Ijowever, like¬ 
wise be for coiii^l derat ion, wli ether our troojis, having 
been redeemed from the state of peril in which they 
have been placet! In Ailgbiuiistan, and it may etill 
be hoped not without tho infliction of some severe 

* Hib kurdfHIp ];^!i Tcferrctl to bit onTi inEtructiii^as 
Ni.itt, m w€U iifl to tbdAc kr CTCiii;jrial ^QlIo7k|^ uid scvio^ 
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hlo^ upon the Affgliim rtnnv, it would be 
Rgaiu to putth them for no other object thou that of 
reveuging our losses and of rc-estublishing in all ita 
original brillianej our miUiary character.”* Sir 
Jasper Nicolls boaitate^l to give tlio required in- 
structiiins, and tbue wrote in answer to the denjnnd 
for their issae. “ I havo not rentnred tu give any 
instructions to Major-General Pollocks The fifth, 
ninths tenth, and elevonth parngraphs of yonronlcrs 
of tlie iStli March ninst now guide hiin.t It is for 
Jiim alone to deciile between the practicability of 
n fi^TWBrd movenieiit, either Kal>oo 1 nr Gun- 
damuck (or its vicinity), and the witiulruwal of 
the wliolo force to Peehawnn The genemt 19 n 
elcar-licmlofl officer, and yon have loaded hia ad¬ 
vance with heavy cautions.” J 

So aiixions, however,was the governor-general tliat 
inetnidtionBof the pro]i09eci tenor should Ijo conveyed 
to Geneml Pollock, and so opposed was ho at that 
time, not merely to an odvanco, but to maintaining 
the iKisitions yet held by the British in Affgliani&tan, 
that, on being apprized of theliesitatiGnof tl 10 corn- 
man der-in-cliicf, he took npn himseir the tai^k of 
making to General rollocfc a tominiiiiicntion of tho 
nature which he had suggested^ It is thus con* 
veyed in a letter from tlio secretary to goveniment, 

* Letter tram the gavernor-gencral to Sir Jasper 
IStb April. IM 2 . 

t The trWe of iIle 3lii pom^nipb md of iOth altr 
quoted, pp. 043. and 344« 

I i^ttcT of Sir NicoLh in govcTncfr-geneiuL 37tli 
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with the govemor-goouhU t-—The nfijiect of affairs 
in Uj^per Affghiuiistaii appears to 1 m? sii«h, according 
to the last iwMees rcceiTed hy the govemor-getieml, 
that his lordship cannot hut ecioteinphite the possi- 
bill tv of yopr having been ledp by the nliaence of 
Beriotis opposition on the part of any anny in the 
fields by the diviflions amongst the Aflghan ehicfs, 
and by the natural deEdrc you must, in common with 
every true soldier, have of displaying again the Bri¬ 
tish flag in triumph upon tlie scene of oiir late dis¬ 
asters, to advance upon and occupy the city of 
Kahwl. If that event should have occurred, you 
will understand! that it mil in no irea[ieet varj^ the 
view which the governor-general previously took of 
the policy now to be pursued. The goveriior-genenJ 
will adhere to the opinion^ that the only safe course 
is that of withdrawing the array under your com¬ 
mand, at the earlieit practicable periorh into posi- 
lioiifl within the Kyhcr |>ass. where it may pussesa 
easj' and certain communication with Indiap * A 
farther conmiimieatioii was, at tho mme time^ niadc 
to Major Outram, with a view to the movements 
of tho Britkh forces in Lower Affghanktan. For 
reasons which do not appear^ Sir Jasper NicoUs# on 
the 2Dtb April, did forward instruct ions of the cha¬ 
racter required by the govcmnr-gencml. They di¬ 
rected General Pollock to withdraw every British 
soldier &om Jclalahad to Peshawur,” to destroy 
the fort jind any useless guns;” but, it was added* 
** OB there need lie no ha^te in the re treat» when 

• LcttfT froBi Mr+ Mflddock to MnjoT'CrCTcmi Politick, 
April. 1843. 
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rommeDceil, you are requested not to leave any 
trophies.” Ttiese oniers wore qualified by reference 
to three cireumstfuicos, hj* authorissingt tiut any wide 
dojiarture from them* but delay in cdxsying them- 
They are thus enumerated. “Fir^t, that you may 
have brought a negotiation for the rclonse of the 
prii^ouers lately confined at Bnddeoabad to such a 
(Hilutt that you might risk its happy aeconipftsliment 
hy wiihdmoving. Seeondt that you may have de¬ 
tail leJ a lightly equipped force to endeavour to nei?- 
cue them. TMrck that the eueniy at Kabool may 
bo moving a force to attack jxuu In this impro- 
Uibte case, aliould any res|iectable number of troops 
have descended into tlie plain Ijelow Jugdnlliik with 
that intent, it would be? most advisable to inflict 
such a blow upon them aa to make them long re¬ 
member your parting effl>ri.^’ The exceptions under 
the first and second head were limited by the fol¬ 
lowing observations. 1 do not recouimend delay 
in the first case, unless the prisoners are actually on 
their way to your camp^ as no faith can Ik? placed in 
Afighan promises. The second wouM of course 
reqaire that you should await the return of the de* 
tachmetit. I allude entirely to the officers and ladies 
noiv or lately at Buddeeabad or its vieiiilty. TJiose 
at Kabool cannot, I think, be saved by any treaty or 
agreement made under existiug circumstances at 
Jelalaktd In ignorance of the ifisue of these 
instructions, the govemor-genoml, on the 4th May, 

• LcUer from Sk Jasp« Nictilia to Meyor-CScncnl PollDGk^ 
April aOtii. IS42. 
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cau^e^l A further commuiiication to Ixj mnde to 
General Ptjlluck,. enforcing the TiewH previoui^ly 
projioundod, rupreseDting that they had derived 
udditioHal strength from the Tictoiy of Sir Robert 
Sale and the dentli of Shah Slioojah, and avowing 
an expectation that tlte general had already deciiled 
u[wn witlidmvving his truopa within the Khyher 
jioEifl, *^The first object of the govemor-geDCmrs 
anxiety,^ it wa.q oWrved, “has ever bpen to witli- 
tlmw with linnouT into posltioni? of security the bovi?* 
rai corps of the army which he found scattered and 
FQTToundcd in Afghanistan, That object,” it wns 
added, ** may now be accomplished, as rcfijiects the 
army under your command*”* 

The quotations that Imve been made from the 
desjmtches of the goTerntnont of India Hhew iui ae- 
cordanco Iwtwcen the views of Lord A uckland and 
I^rd Ellenhorough, as to tha course to Ije purailed 
with regard to Aflrghanistan ; and they eijnally aliew 
that those views tended to an evacuation of the 
ctumtry with the greatest possible celerity. It has 
I>cen shewn, too, that the Judgment of itomo at leapt 
of the military authorities was not in favour‘6f Ibis 
poliey. That Sir Jasper Nicolls heRittttei! tb 
otvlcre for carrying it into eftfect, and yii^lde^l at lost, 
perhaps rather from a feeling of defereuei^'j^o tlie 
govcmor-gLTieral than from any diftfigo iii hfS owti 
opinion i while General Pollock, gghd aiirf clear¬ 
headed officer*” m lie was well characteriKOil lij tlio 

* lAittCT ffdm Mr, Mad^iiKk to Mujiir^aefiCTHl PeUi^clc. 4lh 
May, IMS, 
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t*oTtim!indeMn-chief^ ■ftifus anxiDus that s^imD et<^p 
E^hould be taken to a$f®rt tfie Loaour of tho British 
name, ami tiJspcrse the clouds which had been per¬ 
mitted to eusihroud it. This freluig was shared bt 
General Nott» As soon as he had reason to donht 
the intentions of the goTernmeut to "re<leem the 
cretlit of the British arrtifl in Aft)|b[irsistati^” be 
remonstrated strongly the induigtmee of atty 

craven feeJiug, Adverting to the noblo retention 
of Jelalabad by Sir Robert Sale, to the reinforce- 
meats advaneesl for support, and to the favour¬ 
able effect which the abandonment of Kandatmr 
must haro upon the mc^ans in progresa for the relief 
of the former place^ he said. Tinder these cirimm- 
stances, I never had a nioment^s hesitation as to the 
course I ought to pursue, so long os discretionarr 
power v^as left me x and all my arrangeraents 
consequently been made with a view to the present 
maintenance and fiitnre e^xteusion, shnnhl such prove 
dcfiirahle, of otir power in this country**^* After 
dwelling on the importance of standing fast, both at 
KantLihnr utui Jclaklmd* he says, If goTemment in¬ 
tend to recover, even temporarily, aml^for the secu¬ 
rity pfdur national honoor, their lost position in this 
com!try, even if doubtful of the policy that it may 
Iw ih^nmd «perl lent to puiTiue^ I earnest ly hope 
that atjy hnmeiJiate retrograde step id made 

in either direct inn, our whole poeition in Affghanistan 
will lie attentively viewei:] i and that the elTwt which 

• Lpet^ to Mt* Mmlriocb, 24th hfurh^ IS42 h 
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a hasty retiremetit would ctftaiuly and instantly 
La™ upon the wLolo of BcJcKM?lu?taiJ> and even in 
the navigatiDn of the Izidns^ mil bo tnXen into eon- 
sideration. At the pn^nt time-, the impreBsion of 
our military stren^h among the i^eople of thU 
country, though weakened by the occurrences at 
Kn!>ooh is not de&trojcd; but if we now retire, and 
it should again biwome necessaiy to advance, we 
sliall labour under many disadvantages^ the most 
[ierjQus f>f which, in my opinion, will be a distrust of 
their strcngtli among our soldiers, which any admis^ 
sion of weakness is go well colcutated to insure: 
and in what otiicr light could a withdrawal from 
Jelalal^^d or Kandahar be viewed?*^ In a aubse-* 
quent letter General Nott says, “ Perhaps it ih wot 
within my province to observe, that. In my humble 
opinion, an awnceessary alarm has been created re- 
garding the position of our troops in tins country, 
and of the strength and power of the enemy we 
have to contend witlu This enemy cannot face our 
troojis in the field with any clianco of succeflfi, 
liowevcF superior they may be in numbers, provided 
those precautions ore strictly olwerved ’which war 
between a small body of flJscipliiied soldiers and a 
’vast crowd of untmiDed, unorgjmizeil, and half- 
civilized people constantiy renders necesaarj'. Tmct 
the British troops suffered a dreadful disaster at 
Kabool; and it is not for me to presume to point 
out why this hap[>eiieth however evident 1 may 

* Utter Mt. I^iddwlc, ^4th ^[sreh, 1S4S. 
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conceive tliD rt*asons, and the long train of jsolitical 
and military events which led to the aad catas- 
trophe.”* 

It thus appettra that the military commanders 
in Aftghanistfljj, certainly the hest judges^ were far 
more i?anguinc» as to the probability of a sucecssfiil 
advance, than was either Lord Auckland or Lord 
Ellenborongh. On the 4tii of May, the Jatter 
nobleman, addressing Oeneral Pollock, declared LJs 
views as to the ftninGdiate retirement of the Britifih 
troopg to be uimltered. On the 6tb, writing to Sir 
Jasper Nicolls^ ho esipressed his ajiprohation of the 
orders for wueh retirement, issued by the eotntnwritler- 
in-chief. On the 14tli Im views, liowovert appear to 
ha%'e undergone a chaiage. Again addressing Sir 
Jasper Nicolls, his lordship seemed disposed to ac¬ 
quiesce ill the retention, for o time, of the positions 
held tjy the British commanders. The ehangitf is 
apparently to be ii^cribed to a comniunication of 
tile opinion of General Pollock. and of that of the 

* Letter to Mr, Mnddock, Lfllii April, L§4^. la a letter to 
GeomJ Knf^liincl# of tbe aflmc date, Geueitd Nott makes some 
Tcinarlia Lag^hly chumcteriitic^ siiil in every way worthy of tte 
cnontry to which he bdon^d , ** The people of Ui[a coimtry runnol 
withstand our troops in tJke epee held. 1 atd well BWmTe tkat 
WTir cannot he mode wilhont loii, but 1 yet hope thnt Biitlsh 
treopa can oppose Aamtic Kniiie« w^tliant defeat ; and [ feel and 
fcuow that Brituh officere ahauld neirfltr despnlr of punieMn^ tlie 
atrodiem? end tn^achcreuf coadueC of a bnital enemy. * * * 

I feel obUged to yon for pcjinting out the many dilEevldei 
Httendmg oirr poeidoa ; hut you are well aware tkat it is our fint 
aad only duty to Ofterfionie diKcEiltiefl wben the natinmij lioaoui- 
and fliir mditHry reputation are io deeply coneemod.” 
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coTnmnnider-iii-cliief, Sit Jasper Nicolls, Thoe^ 
opiniDiis wero to the effect, that neither the imny 
at Jelalalmfl, nor that at Kandahar, could properly 
commence their return march tiK the autumn. 
The lariiTuage of hig lordgliip, however, ie that of 
toleration, mther than of apprc^val* ** The advance 
of the season," he observer, ^ which retilly renders 
tho retirement of Major-General Pollock, at the 
present moment, a measure of some hazard tn the 
health of big troops—the improved faeilitios which 
the major-general finds of obtaining snppUea of 
provisional—but more than alL the inlluencc \^hich 
those now about him, anxious to vindicate the army 
by Eotne sijgnal blow against the Afighans, and to 
efiect the rcstoratiou of the prisoners to lil>erty by 
tiegotiatioD, supported by force, must iiecos&arily 
liave uj>on his mind — all these things induce me 
to apprehend that it will hardly bo until October 
that the major-geneml will commence his home^ 
ward march. Yonr excellency is of opinion that 
Major-General Nott cannot safely commence his 
march to the plains before the same time. It vdll. 
therefore, probably not be until the end of November 
that the army of Major-General Pollock, nor until 
the end of December that the flUny under Major- 
General Nott, will be CfitabJished within tho British 
territory.^* In this letter it ta also announced to 
be the intention of Lord Ellenliorough to assem¬ 
ble an army of reserver in a position from which it 

• Letter from tb* gtjvemor-^cml to Sir J^per NicoIlJ* 
L4tti Mar, 
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mi^ht advance to the support of either GeDeml 
Pollock or GotiertU Nott, a stop represented as 
necessarj for the purpose of misleading the AlFghaufl 
as to the design of the British government to with¬ 
draw its armies from tlie country, ■^even*"^ it is 
addcd« "were there no other object." The other 
object contemplated is explained to be that of 
overawing the states of India—a very important 
one at a period when tho mfinence of the British 
name had stifTered serious ditninution. In the 
l^unjab and other countries bordering on the British 
territories there were suflicient causcfl for alarm to 
warrant such a measure^ without reference to any 
endeavour to retrace tho march to KabooL Indeed, 
eiich a march seems to have been as remote as ever 
from the contemplation of the govemor-gcucml i 
and in a letter addressed, on the 25th of May* to 
Mr, Clerk* resident at Lahore, the opinion formerly 
expresseih* bus to the maiiitetiarice, by General Pollock* 
of an advanced position bujorid the Khyl)er Paso, 
m again emphatically brought forward. On the 
29th of the same mfsnth* a communication was 
made to the general* to prevent his misinterpteting 
the orders which he had received to retire so as to 
give the qualified permieaion to remain a wider 
range than was intendedp The supposed necessity 
for this caution seems hardly reconcilable with the 
previous as&eiit of the governor-general to the 
maintenance of the British poaitionis till October, 

A fhrther communication made to General 
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PoJiuck on belsnJf of tlie governor-general, bearing 
dale llio Ist of .lune» couched almost in terme 
of reproach. After exprcsiiirig extromo regret that 
the want of carriage shonld Lave rendered the army 
unable to move, it thus continues; *'The retire¬ 
ment of your army immediately after the victory 
gained by Sir Itolx^rt SaJcp the forcing of tbe Kbybor 
Pas^ and the relief of JelaJabad^ would bave bad 
the appearance of a militiiry o{>eratlon puccesg- 
fully accomplished and even trimuphaEtlT aehievcih 
Its retirement, after six montbs of inaction, Iwfore 
a following anny of Aftghanp, will have an aj^pear- 
anec of a different and leas advantageouB ebaracter. 
It would be desirable, undoubtedly^ that, before 
finally f[uitting Afighanisitan, you should have an 
opportunity of striking a blow at the enemy; and 
since circumstances seem to compel yon to remain 
there til] October, the governor-general oamestly 
hopes that you may Ijo enabled to draw' the enemy 
into a position in which you may strike sueb a blow 
eflectoally 

To multijdy quotations from official paiiers, and 
references to such documents, may lie; tedious, bnt 

* In bj^qtliEr [Nut of thu de^imtch, the following piuMge occurs ; 
'* It will be far ydtqr candderwtitni, whether yesur lufgo urmy, one- 
half of which would bc&i in fi«ld every tMag tlioi cauld he 
brought against it in A%hiiniitiiii, ibouM rtnmiti Idbc^ 

tiTE during the period wIllcL tnu^t now apparently dapic beforti 
it Cm finally rutiTe Geoeml Falionk woa not the idieu Id aUnw 
Kif mrmf to TKnixn Innctive, when any thing wdd be gained^ 
cither fur the honour or interest of hlft cmiotiy^ by putting it ha 
motaan. 
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ill tbifl case H ie Deceesiary, in order that it may be 
distinctly apparent to wUum the merit or the blatnc —- 

of the collide ultimately taken is due. On the 6th 
of June the goTemor-general cangetl a further A,P+ i&i3. 
eonimunication to be made to General PoUoct* 
intend ccl, Jike a fomier onCi to guard lum against 
misconcsciving hja orders. In one of his letters, 

Geueml Pollotk liftd adverted to the propcHsod 
tmnsfer of Jolalabad to the Seiks* and expressed 
a belief that he ehould receive a eommunieation 
on the subject from tlio resident at Laliore. The 
object of the govemor’^genenirs explanatory ioti- 
motion was to warn General Pollock that ho was 
not oxp<.*cted to defer his departure from Jolalai^d 
till it should be decided whether the place should 
or should not be given up to tho SeikSp in case 
that decision should be protracted. Here again* 
as it understood and admitted that the British 
force wae not to move till October^ there seenl^^ to 
haTo been little necessity for tho extreme anxiety 
displayed to guard against misapprtdieusion on the 
points 

The state of afEkirs in Lower AfFghruiinton now 
eJaims attention. General Englandj on retiring to 
Quetta^ after the repulse which he experienced in at¬ 
tempting to advoncei conimencGd fortifying the lines 
and town of that name; but General Nntt requiring 
him again to advance through the Kojuck Pass, 
and imdertokiug to dispatch a strong force to 
meet him» the general, having in the meantime 
been Joined by his oxjiected remforceuiBntB, re- 
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the mareL m unfortunately interrupted at 
Hrkulxie. Near that place lie again found tho 
enemy posted in a strong position; but on being 
nttoeked they rapidly dispersed^ and General Eng¬ 
land and hia force arrived at Kaiidabar with lUtlo 
furtber mtemiptbn. 

In May^ General Nott^ in oliedience to Iiis ordens^ 
dispatched a large force, under Licuteuaut-Colonel 
Wymer, to bring olf tbo garri&on of Khekt-i-Gbiljie. 
On tlie 2(ltb of May that jilace was attaeked by a 
body of Ghiljiea^ consisting of upwards of two thou¬ 
sand. It waa gallantly defended by Captain J* 
llaisell Cndgie; OJid the enemy^ after an hours 
honl bghtingf were beaten back with eevere loss. 
On the 29th of the aame month, advantage 
taken by the enemy of the reduced strength of the 
force at Kandahar, caused by the detachment of 
the trotips under Colonel Wyuior, to occupy some 
hills near tho city of Kandaliar, believing that the 
force left after inarching the detach ni rut wftg not 
snfticient to admit of holding the city, and at the 
a^me time making an attack in the held. But they 
were mktaken* Geiiend Nutt moved out with por* 
tioiia of her Majesty's 41 st regiment, the 42nd and 
43rd Bengal iiativo infantry, the Bombay light 
huttalioD, the 25th Bombay native infantry, tho 
Poonah and the Shah's 1st cavalry, with a detail of 
horse artillery, and twelve gun^. The enemy were 
in great strength, mustering about eight thousand 
in [Tosition, and two thousAnd more engaged in 
guarding the pass and roads leading to their camp. 
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The troops under General Nott amounted oulj to 
about a ihousaitd iDfaut.rj^ tvro hundren] and ^fty 
cavalnvajid siomethmg njoretliiui ataiindred artilleTy- 
men; but the great disparity of num erica! strength 
availed nothing—the pos^itions of the enemy were 
rapidly carried in the moat gallant style, and in less 
than an hour. 

Colonel Wynier haTing performed the duty of 
destroying the works at Kelat4-Gliiljie^ escorted 
the glim and amnmriiiiow in safety to K^mdahar. 
Ono part of tho govenior-gencnir» orders thus 
fulfilled, much against the in cl i nation of the officer 
holding the chief eomniand In Lower Aflghariieitan. 
General Nott had intended to throw snpplioB into 
the place* to make an effort to recover the garrison 
of Ghu^iieo fro to the Imnda of the enemy ^ and to 
miike a diversion in aid of GtmenJ Pollock- All 
these mottsiirea ^vere delayed, and part^of them en¬ 
tirely defeated by the instructions received from the 
govemor-genenil, whose only objtwti as he avowed, 
was to edeet the safe return to Indio* of the British 
troops in Adghariistan. He had acquiesced in their 
tenqiortuy stay at the positions which they oecn- 
pied, hut this was all, and the coticesalon was obvi- 
oiislv made with reluctance* There can be no 

w 

danger of misjfepresentmg his loDisliiji^s views, for 
his effortB to prevent their being mistaken w^ero 
unceasuig- On tlie 4th of July he caused a letter 
to he addressed to General Pollock, with reference 
to u movement eontempkled by that officer- Satis¬ 
faction waB exprceeed that the means of making the 
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intended moTenient existed, and credit was taken 
far suggesting H-* But the genGral was cautioned 

• Sfl ng^da Lord Elkulsaifougli wrote on ttie Stli of July to 
the Bcctel committee :—" My infltmcticmfl of the l^t nltTmo to 
MnjcKtr-Gcoj-rtil FcJlock have indu^ him to E^datemplate a for¬ 
ward movoiuent of Aob fiortion af his ormjf os hi: hbs cquipruEtLt 
fnt." CertiduJy^ the word induced " wag; neirer more inappro- 
printely u^d^ ficuotij PoUock wanted do mduocmenfc; and to 
cmtile the render to judge whether be receded tnyi the whole 
of the Toujong iuEtructioafi referred to uic Eubmitted,. A BiuBli 
portion has been quoted in the text at pege 36S { hut to avoid 
bH appeanince of nn^kuEss^ the luflbmtticijia are here gi^cn 
entire. 

" I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 20th ultimo, and to t^ptria the extmne regret of the gow- 
aor-genera] ttmt your luiny should be bd deficient in currloge aa 
you repment, nnd thua uoAhk to move. 

" The ratircifiimt of your army irumedietely after the victory 
gained by Sir Robert the forcing of the Khyber FoaB^ and 
the rebef of Jclolahad* would have had ibc appenrouK of a mili¬ 
tary openLtion BUOce&&fiil]y ttccomplkhcd, tmii e^'Cn triumphiLiitly 
bcbievHL 

" ttB tetirenaaitp after lix monllLB of in&ctinn, before a fuHow- 
lug army of AifghahBi will have mi appearance of a different and 
lefiB odrantagooud ehoracter. 

It would be desLrablCp undoubtedly^ that, before finally quit- 
CiDg Affghnabtim^ you should have an opportunity of itrikiug n 
blow at the enemy i iind ucoe curcumetenefia deem to compel you 
to remain there till October, the gwercor^geiiHaJ earoegcly 
hopejf that you may bo enabled to draw the enemy into n poiition 
in which yoii may etrike such a blow' c^ECtually* You iuLYe 
aiready full powera to do every thing you muy deem neceaBury 
for tbc cnmlort of ynuT ticopg, and for their effidency. 

'* The offiverip termed potitiETal agents, well acquainted with 
the enuntry, and with the people, am at yonr Eimpoaiili for the 
pur^Kiae oC oldiiig you ia the equipment of your army- 

" The govemor-gediend will requeit the cammander-in^chicf 
to select UL officer who may be pulcly neponaible fni the pro- 
cujiiig for your army of the meani of movement, and bring into 
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not to mistake the govcmor-genenJ*B views, in 
which be w&fl agahi emphatically iuformed, “no 

effincnt aH the eeTeml persons bow eioplpyed for 

that puipoae. Thu cii-ccr will hs directed ta repqrt ta the 

g^tcmoi-gpnend^ and to the coEnmandej^in-chief, and to 

It will he for your caiiaidcmticici whether your hu^ iixmy, 
one-half ckf which wotiM beat, in open field, eray thing tlmtcany 
be brought agolnist It in Afghanktan, iliuuld retnuln entirely in^ 
Ktivc iliiiing the pijfiod whicdi muat now uppon^ntly ckp&e before 
It finally retire . A] chough jqq may not hove, or soon be able 
to procure, the nicsjis of mormg yonr w^hole armyi you may pos¬ 
sibly be able to mMC n part of it tBpidly tkeiLioi!t some portion of 
the enemyforce incautloiasly exposed, and of giTiug it a severe 
hfow^ 

” Yon niny possibly ho able to throw a portion of yonr force 
tner the Kabwd river, for the purpose of a ebuppow* and of 
bringing in prisunen of iiuportanH^e* whom you mny me in ex- 
chqjige, Yott may mahe your strength severely feJt by siJIiea 
of this deaoriptiofi, ahonld they be pmcticable^ and create a 
stroug deEirCp on the part of the eaemy* to induce you to leave 
the country. 

" You wi}! recollect, in all ycal undertake^ that yon must keep 
your coinmuTiicHliuos in your own pov'CTj and not depend upon 
Sdks or Afreedeas* 

" Tlie SeikH yon will endeavour to iudude to ocenpy the left 
bank of the Kabool rivers so that the rooii to your rear may be 
always uneocumbered and free. 

" You have properly no political duties j yoa are to be governed 
by military con^Idcrationi alone, to make the fotee you have at 
yaur disposal fclC by the cDEmy^ whenever yon can, and withdraw 
it at the eoiliesit period, consistently with ita health and affidency^ 
into puaitionfl wbirrcln you may have easy and certi^ communi- 
eatton with India. The eKecutien of these military objects will, 
of itself, leenmpliih all the pohriciJ object which the govern¬ 
ment now has In A%hanistmi^ 

It has olitfldy been inrimated to Genend Nutt that it is ex¬ 
pected that conMdcratiatig, connected with the seasou and the 
health of hii troops, wHl not enable him tn withdraw below the 
pssscfe liO October^" 
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change” had “from the first taken {ilaee,^* On the 
same da? (so aiixiuus was hk lordship not to be 
mifliinderstood)* General Nott also was addressed 
for the purpose of guarding him agoimt being mis* 
led hj the activity of General Pollock. A copy of 
the cherished instructions of the 1st of June was 
tmiuiuiitted w itli the letter to General Nott* in onler 
that ho might not suppose that any change had 
taken place in the main object of the instructions 
heretofore funiislied. On the stunc day, however^ 
other letters were addressed to General Pollock 
and (General Nott, which letters were withheld from 
the rwords for the soke^ it was alleged^ of secrecy. 
The letter to General PidltH^k consisted only of a 
few Imes^ calling his attention to the letter to 
General Nott, of which a co[>y was inclosed to hiiiu 
and suggesting that^ in the event of the latter 
officer taking a particular course;^ the inovements of 
Genera] Pollock should bo regulated accordingly. 
The letter to Genenil Nott was the important one, 
and its extraordinary character will justify an ex¬ 
tended notice of itn con tenths. It commenced by 
referring to the unileistanding that General Nott 
shontfi not move towards the Indus till October; 
and after adverting to tfio despatch of Colonel 
Wymer to Kelat-i-GhiIjie, and to a supply of 
camek recently received at KandahaTf thus pro- 
ceeiled I have now, therefore, reason to suji- 
pose^ for the first time, that you have the means of 
moving a very large |importion of your annyt with 
ample equipment for any service. There has been no 
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defif-iencT of pro viaiions at Knndabar st anj time, and, 
after harvest, jott will Lave an abundant anppi/." It 
would not be easy to conjecture to wbat this prelude 
was to load, but it could hardly be expected to lead 
to what actually followg it. “ Nothing' has occurred 
to induce me to change ray first opiiiion, that tbo 
lueoHure commanded by considerations of political 
and military prudence is to bring back the armies 
now in Afighanistan, at tbo earliest period ut which 
their retirement can be eSbeted consistently with the 
health imd efficiency of the troofis, into positions 
where thev may have caiiy and certain communica¬ 
tion with India, and to this extent the inatmetions 
you have received remain unaltered." The matter 
of the above passage has been repeated so often, and 
nearly in the same words, that it is calculated to 
excite no satprise, excepting from the exordium by 
which it is ushered into notice. That which suc¬ 
ceeds offera more of novelty. “ But the improved 
positioa of your army, with sufficient means of car¬ 
riage for as large a force as it is necessary to move 
in Affgbiinistan, induces me now to leave to your 
option the line by which yon -shal] withdraw your 
troops from that country" The words, **improved 
position of your army," did not, of course, apply 
to local position, for the army was still at Kan¬ 
dahar, where it had been many months. They 
must have referred to the supplies of tunmunitioii, 
treasure, and medicines which had relieved General 
Nott from the chief causes of bia difficulties, and 
perhaps more particularly to the means of carriage 
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pimped at hm disposal. In famiBbing these articte^^ 
the goTemor-ffenerfti had been mofit laudahJj active; 
atirl* thercfwrei the " position"' of Generat 

Nott must have been a position” which be had for 
Bomo time CDntemp[ated. It is not to be su]»poscd 
that while exerting himsc^if ^ lalioriou^ly and bo 
hoQoumblj, he xeted under a jicrBuasian that all liis 
efforts would be thrown away; and why^ therefore^ 
he should express a feeling almost approaehing to 
surprise on Hriding that Genera! Nott^g situation 
was impToved, it ig not easy to conceive* His lord¬ 
ship |iroeeedg to weigh tho compajative advantages 
of retiring bj the line of Quetta and Siikkur, ond 
by that of Ghuzoeet Kaln>o]j and Jelalabnd ; ahew^ 
iug the prueticabiiity and ease of parsing by the 
fomiert and pointing out in very dismnraging 
language the danger and difficulties of the latter* 
The leaning of Lord Ellenborough's mind was 
obTiousIy in favour of the easier and less hazardous 
course [ and had such mstnictions as those under 
notice been addressed to one not strong in a just 
confidence in his own juilgment, the effect must 
have been to have turned the scale in favour of such 
a course. It is not to he believed that the governor- 
general purposely fmmed his orders so as to screen 
himself in any case from blame, while be might 
secure some share of tlio praise due to successliil en¬ 
terprise, if enterprise should bo detemiined on. This 
is not even to be imagined ; but if the existern:^ of 
such an intention conid be credited, he might have 
iiwn expected to issue instructimis precisely like 
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theme which ware actualI 7 transmitted by liiin to 
GenemI Nott; iasnetl, as it must be con eluded that 
they were, in an honest and sincere fipiritp they mnst 
be regarded as relieving the governor-general from 
all responsibility as to the line of march from 
Kandahar, but at the same time m depriving him of 
finy claim to praiue in resjject of that march beyond 
that whieli k due to ^iceessFul exertion in provid¬ 
ing the means of making it. Hia [ordshtp wTites: 

T do not undervalue the aid which oar govern¬ 
ment in India would receive from tho successful 
execution, by your amiy% of a march through 
Ohuznee and KaliOioh over the scone of our late 
diBAsters, I know all the eifect which it would 
have upon the minds of our soldiers^ of our allies, of 
our enemies in Asia^ and of onr countrymen, and of 
all foreign nations in Europe. It h un object of 
just ambitioD, wbich no one tnore than myself 
would rejoice to soe effected, but I Bee that failure 
in the attempt is certain and irretrievable ruin, and 
I w^ould endeavour to inspire you with the necessary 
caution, mid make jnn fwl thst^ as ore the 

objects to lie obtained by 9nccc?sSt the risk is great 
also.” Snbseqnentljt his lordship speaks of the 
movement on Kabooi as an adventurous march,** 
and the tone of the instructions in respect to it 
k uniformly discouraging and deqionding. In a 
letter to General Nott^ dated July lOtb, the same 
tone was preserved. A copy ef a letter from 
GenemI Pollock wiis inclnged. and it was intimated 
that efforts were in progress to iftfrease the amount 
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of catriage at tliP diflposal of tbo latt 4 ?f ofiicej^ but 
it W 4 W added, that the terror of Affghatdfitan oper¬ 
ated so strongly on the drivers, that extenstvc deser¬ 
tion might tie apprehcntle«h and that the animats 
Tvhidi left Fero 3 K?|son? might never reach JelaJabad., 
General Wott wsisTi-arned that hi ft suecess in march¬ 
ing upon Kabool must in a great mca!«iire depend on 
the support to be €?xpectt;^d from General Polloelc* 
and the dangers to be apprehended in (aissing 
Gundaniiick were preyed upon his attention; after 
which the governor-general tliufs continued* main¬ 
taining fftrictlj the tone of his previous letter: 

TIve return of vonr two armies to India in a state 
of efficiency is of more importance than any suceefls 
you might obtain at a grt'^t coflt of men; nmli as I 
have already told yoUi the occurrence of onottier 
great reverae would T>e of very fatal eonscqnenceJ" 
Writing to General Pollock a few days afterwords, 
wheti. ns )u9 lordahip stated, he cxpecterl Getienil 
N«tt was in possession of !iie letter of the 4th+ above 
4 ]uotcd, ho saye: “ hfy expectation is, that llsjor- 
General Nott will feel himi^elf sufficiently strong* 
and be sufficiently provided with caTringe* to march 
upon Gliuisnce mul KulionU^ Believing, therefore, 
that General Nott was sufficiently strong to take this 
step, the governor-general had notiivith&tantling held 
language calculated to make the commander doubt 
its success; and which, if addressed to many men, 
would certainly have led to ita abandonment- With 
General Nott it kail no such effect The opening 
sentence of the gallant officer's answer contains the 
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pith of his ileoisjoii, juid wel] deserves to bo quoted, 
on noconiit of soldierly chumctyer. “ Having well 
consid^tred the subjeet of your lordship's letter of the 
4th instaat; having looked at the difficulties ia eveiy 
point of view, and retlected on the tiilvantages w'hieh 
would atteufl a succc^rul aecompUshioent of such a 
move* and tlie moml iuiluence it won Id have through- 
out Asia, f have eouie to a detomiiimtion to retire a 
pfirtion of the army under my conimaitd, vii GliuKiiec 
and KabooL* I shall take with mo not a large but 
a compact and well-tried force, oii which I can rely* 
Your lordship may rest assured that nil prudence 
and every tiiilittuy [>recautio!i shall lie observed: 
there shall Ixj no unnecessary risk \ and, if expedient* 
I wjU mask Ghnznee and even KalnioL But if an 
opj>ortiiiiity sbculd offer* I will endeavour to strike 
a decisive blow for the honour of our anii8*”-|' 

It now remains to trace the progress of the 
gallant armies [leriiiitted to vindieate the reputation 
of the govornniont and country wliich they served» 

* It BBcmi Btrajigc 6o speak of retirem^i from Kandatiffr by 
Ghuzoee imd fUbuol, bat ths jihrod^ waa tlae govonior-Kcnflral'j*^ 
imtt only adopted by Omaral Note. 

t better from Gfliipnd Nott to govemor-giencrfJT 2Cth. of Jiilfj 
1843, Tbe coTiddence pkered by Gcnct^il Nott idi hia troopp. and 
bu own inirjit attnnlnaimt to thum, are diijjXnyfd in il letter wbkh 
lie wrote to Gcncnl Pollack, yOtb of ^Jay, giving an 

nccouni of tbe mthdrftvraj qf die gorriion of Kelat^-GhUzk, and 
the atteek made tipcm Kandahar during the ahaenee of the troopa 
cniployed in the duty- After aarratiag the gallant conduct of hia 
mtnp he wye, with the euthuatii^m of iine whose beart waa m the 
Biibject, t would at miy time lead LtNW Bengal Hpoya ogunst 
5*000 Aifgh&ni. * * * * My beautiful rrgiment iie in 

high bnlth and Ppkkta,"' 
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The first event to be noticed id the deetmctinn of 
tlurtj-fiTB forts in the Shinwnvee vallejf, a short 
distnnce from Jelnlabad. This service was performed 
by a force under the eomniaml of Brigadier Mon- 
tenth. The enemy from some adjacent heights 
contcmplattsl their Hazing forts as long as tlmy 
wero allowed to occupy the situation' hut their en¬ 
joyment of the spectacle was interrupted by on 
attack from part of the British force, led by Major 
Skinner, of her Majesty’s 31at, which, aided by a 
few shrapnels, completely cleared the eminences. 
This afihir took place at the latter cinl of July. 

General Pollock moved from Jelalabad on the 
20th of August, and on the 23fd was at Gundamut. 
Here ho learned that a body of the enemy, under 
two chiefs, held the fort and village of Matnmoo 
Klmi!,aboat t wo miles distant, and he determined to 
attack them on the following morning. Accordingly, 
at four o'clock, he moved towards the enemy with 
her Majesty's flth foot, the 2fith and (iOth Bengal 
native infantry, two ei]uadrons of light ca valry, some 
sappers and miners, and a light field battery. The 
enemy at first made a show of resistance, and con¬ 
tinued in position so long that it was hoped they 
intended to resist with their entire force; but they 
retired as the British troops advanced, and the 
latter entered the village. The fort and another 
village in the vicinity were speedily occupied by 
Britisli troops; otliora drove the enemy from tho 
hills. Upon the more elevated aiul jirecipitous of 
these a stand was sometimes mode, and a sharp fire 
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of jczaila mamtampd. But the vigour with which 
the various attacks were premised rondcred the^e 
atteuipts uuavaiJing, and the whole of the enemy'll 
camp equi])age, with their carriage cattle^ fell mto 
itie hands of the Englletu 

GcuciilI Pollock remained at Guudamuk tSU the 
7 th of Septetnteft when he marched wLtli the Ist 
di^^ion of hisarmy^ commanded hy Sir Robert Sale; 
the second divisioni titider Gonora! McCaskill, being 
left to follow on the 8th- On tiiat day the pro¬ 
gress of the first division in its advtuices towards 
Jugduhik waa intcmipted; the hills cotmiianding 
the pass being occupied by the cnemy^ These hills- 
fniTiicd an atuphitbeatre^ inclining towards the left 
of the poad on which the British troops had haltcnb 
and the eneniy were thus enabled to fire into the 
column; the intervention of a deep Tavine precluding 
any direct approach to them+ Guns were opened 
upon them, but with little effoot; and their fire in 
return caused several casualties in tlio British rankSp 
It was, consequently! necessary that an attempt 
should be made to force their position. This vras 
effected with great labour, from the stcepnesa of 
the ground^ hut with little fighting; the enemy 
retiring as tho British came near ihetn^ But the 
labouis of the day were not at an end. A largo 
body of the enomy took up a position etill more 
foitnidable thon that which they had quitted, plant¬ 
ing ihoir standards on the summit of a lofty and 
almost imii?cesfiib]e mountain, and shewing every 
demonstration of an iiitoution to defend them. 
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From this post of defiance^ however^ GeDCtii] 
Pollock dotcrmified to rtJslwlgo tliem, tn liis own 
word^p “the acbievementfl of the day' wonld hfnre 
been incomplete were they suDfered to remain 
and feeling a jm^fc confidence in his trocjp^ he 
dispatched a portion of them, conHisting of lif^r 
Majesty's 13th, one ootiipauv of the Gth, one 
company of the 35th Bengal native infantry, and 
some sappers^ to perform the required doty. 

Seldom,^ says Gener^d Pollock, “have soldiers 
had a more ardnotis ta^k to perform, and never 
was an niidertaking of the kind surpassed in execu* 
tion; these lofty heights “were aasaulted in two 
columns, by Captains Wilkinson and Broail- 
foot; the dhcnnifiteil Ghiljies, net relishing an 
encoimteri betook tbemselves to flight, cnnylng 
away their standards, and leaving our troops in 
quiet possession of their last and least assail¬ 
able stronghold. It gratifies inCj*' continues the 
general, “ to be enabled to state that we have thus 
signally defeated^ with one divit^Ion of the troops, 
the most powerful trihea, and the most inveterate 
of our enemies, the original instigatom and princi¬ 
pal actors in those distnrlKini^ea which entailed 
such disasters on our troo|is lost wdiiter^^t Cap- 
tain Nugent, sub-assistant eommissary-geneml, waa 
killed in this affair, and Sir Robert Stole slightly 
wounded. 

Tlie first divifflon advanced without further mo- 

• Letter tp Majar-Gentml Lumlfiy, 9th of Sept?nibcTi 164#?^ 
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lu&tatioH to TezeeD, where they were joineil by the 
Hccond. The tielonging to ike ktter division 

being fatigut^l by the maich^ it was deemed expe¬ 
dient to halt for a day. Ttiia was regurded by the 
enemy 41 s the result of hesitation, and in the aitcr- 
noon they eommettced an attack on the pici^nots 
on the left flank- Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor* with 
two hundred and forty men of her llajestjV JJth, 
l>eiiig ordered to drive them hat'ki some aliarp 
fighting took place, ami the enemy wiis forced np 
the neighbouring hUls, from the ciesta of which 
they kept up a heavy fire, till tliey were engaged 
by Colonel Taylor^ who, with a small party* con¬ 
trived to creep np one of the liills unj>ercci vtnh mid 
to lie coueoalod till joined by a few more of his m clip 
when roR hing on the flank of the astouiahed AiF* 
ghans, he put them to rapid flight* flouring on them 
a destructive fire as they escaped down the liill^ 
This weU-pknned atid admirably-executed scheme 
relieved the left flauk of the British from the 
enemy, who forthwith withdrew to the light* 
wiiere they attacked a picquet of eighty men of 
the 6(hh Bengal native infantn't under Lieute- 
iiaiit Montgoraerj. The assault Wiis met with 
great intrepidity* and Lieutenant Montgomery 
Succeeded in keeping the enemy nfl till reinforce- 
nieiits reached him, when they were driven back. 
So close was the conflict, that recourse was fre¬ 
quently hud to the Uiyonct- Repeated attempts 
upon the picquets were made during the night, hut 
in no instance with success. 
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Thm was but tJie preluile to n moro i^rious 
attaclc. The vallej of Tczeeu k completely eueir- 
cleil bj lo% Mila, anti ou tbe momiiig of the 13th 
of September, it waa perceived that the enemy bad 
occupied in great force eveiy' height not previoutly 
crowned by the British troops- On the army com¬ 
mencing to marchi the enemy^s horse appeared in 
the vaileyt ’with the intention of fdlinp upon the 
baggage, but tho clmgtxnis and native cavalry, by 
a brilliant charge, pat them to the rout, and their 
flight Tvas attended by considerable loss. On the 
heighta tbe enemy fared no better, though they 
made an obstinate defence- On the approach of 
tho British, the AirghanB, contrary to their uffiiaJ cus¬ 
tom, advanced to meet them, and the thrust of tha 
bayonet In many InstanceB decidetl the contest. The 
conflict, however, was not only severe hut protracted, 
tho fight being continued through the greater part 
of the day. The series of passes called Hnft Kabul 
was defended by the Aflghuna with great obstinacyp 
but they were driven in enccession from all their posi- 
iioue, which were both nnmeroofi and Btrong, and the 
British signal of three cheers at length anuonneed 
that the summit had been gmned. The victory was 
complete, and the loss of the enemy in men severe, in 
addition to that of their guns, and several standards. 
The number brought by them into the field was 
about sixteen thousand, and Akbar Khan in person 
command ed» At tho spot whore tlda battle took 
place the ma^acro of the British in the onrly juirt 
of tlie year was consummatedp and hen? they were 
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now AYengcdj the energetic repreaentatioAS of the 
military anthoritiea having linppily succeeded in ob* 
tiiining ijennission to perform this act of jnstice. 

The loss of the English was only thirtj-two killed* 
The number of wounded was more cousiderable, 
being a hundred and thirty- Among the latter 
wore Captmn Lushlngtotit her Majesty^s 0th t 
Captain Geits and Lieu tenant Montgomery^ of the 
60th uativo infantry; and Lieutenant Norton, of 
the 68th native infantiy- No British oflicers were 
killed; hut a dktiuguished native, named Hyder 
Alh who commanded tho Je3^ailchG69, and who Is 
noticed by General Pollock aa a most gallant and 
enterprising soldier” fell in the act of seizing one 
of the enemy*s standards* Attacks on the baggage 
of the British worn frequent during the day; hut 
through tho vigilance of Lieutenimt^oloncl Rich^ 
muud, commanding the rear-guard, all failed* 

The enemy being completely dispersetl, GoneiaJ 
Pollock pursued hia march, and encamped at 
Khoord-Kahook without encoiiiiteritig further oppo¬ 
sition. On tho I4th of September he marched 
to Bootluiuk, aud on tlie 15th moved on to 
Kabook and encampctl upon tho racecourse there* 
Oti the foUowing morning, he proceeded with a 
party of troops to the Bala Hissar; and there, amid 
the shouts of the aoldierr, the roar of artillery, and 
the inspiring strain of the British national air, 
pliuted the colours of his coimtiy to wave in proud 
triumph over the place from whenDDi a few montlis 
before, a miserable band of British sub^jects had 
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crept fortli, liumUiated, destitute, and spiritlc^a-— 
rtdying on the sufferasco of a trcacberous enemy* 
\vtiose Teiij^csJice "was soon glutted hy their dc'struc-' 
tion. The courifleb of Qeiieml Pollock and General 
Nott had pnoirailedt and here was the result. 

The progrt^ of Gctieral Pollock hag been traced 
to the spot whence the taniislieil honour of the 
English name called aloud for vindicatioin and the 
blood of slaughteml English subjoete for iniiiish- 
inont on the murderers. It now remains to dell- 
neato that of his gallant coadjutor* It lias been 
intimated that General Nott proposed to take only 
a portion of his forro to Ghuanee and KabtMil, The 
rest retirerh under General England, bj way of 
Quetta, and pursued their march ^ith little moleeta-* 
tion- Gonenit Kott commeucKl hia march on the 
fitli of August^ with her Mejesty's 40th and diet 
foot* the 2ud, ICth^ 38tb, 4^id, and 40rd Bengal 
natiTo infantry I the 3iiJ Bombay light caToIij^ and 
Mmie irregular horse^ a trCKJp of Bombay horse artil- 
lery, two coinpaniea of foot artillery (one Bengal 
and one Bombay)^ a troop of Uie Shah’s native horse 
artillery, and some sappers. The number of gtins 
was tM'eiity-twn, of Tarions calibre* A large stock 
of ammunition was taken, and flirty days" jimvi- 
sions. Nothing beyond the ordinary annoyances (if 
a march ihroiigh a hoiftile country oocufred, GU the 
28th of August, when an attack on the rear-guard, 
by a body of the enemy^ required the despati^h of 
Mime cavalry to dbpt^rw iho assailanb?* This duty 
was satisfactorily perfomieil liy two jiarties of iire- 
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gulors. A more iwriouts afFair uccurrcd ou the same 
day. The euemy having fiilJen on some gitifis-cut* 
tere, while cngage^l in their laboun?, Captaiti Dela* 
mere, of the Srd Bombay light cavuliTr with two 
eotupanica of that regitnent, and about three hun¬ 
dred irregnlan*, set ofT to rescue them. The enemy 
retired precipitately, and led on the British party a 
consideralde distance, till the ptirenert iines^wctctlly 
Confronted a vast force, Ixjlievcd to bo the array of 
ShuuiBootloeu, the AfTghan govenior of Ghumeo. 
Retre.at was, of course, inevitable ; but it wna com¬ 
menced in an onlwrly manner, Tbc enemy, how¬ 
ever, closing in upon the retreating force, to within 
liftv or flixty yartls of tbem, and pouring a heavy 
fire, it became nticesaary to make an attemiit to 
drive the foe to a greater diatatice. The sipiudrans 
were accordingly ordered to front, and one of them 
t<i charge. The charge was intrephlly executed; 

but atit'mendous fire of matdilockB being brought in 

aid of tho enemy’s force, tlieir assailants w ere buried 
buck ill disc»rdJr. They ralljed at the distance of a 
few limiilred yards, though still under a heavy fire, 
and the rtftreat was thenceforward conducted in 
good order. The loss sustained was hoay, and it 
included eeveral valuable olficera. Captains Bury 
and Reeves, of the 3nl Bombay cavalry, werv^ 
killed ; the framer i» «ud to have cut down four of 
the cnemv before be was overpowered. Captain 
RavcnBcroft and Lieutenant Mockenzie. of the same 
regiment, and Lieutenant Chomberiaiii, of the 
SlmU’s horse, were wounded, the two former severely. 
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Tho attack on the gmEs-cutteis iras said to haxe 
proceeded from the occupants of a fort in tlie yicin- 
ity, to which the attention of the Uritish commander 
waa now directed. On hla approaching it, some 
unarmed pewonij came out to aiipplicate Ids forbear- 
ance, ropresonting that themselves and their com- 
iwnions had taken no part in the attack. Captain 
F. Wliite. with the light company of her Majest/s 
was thereupon ordered to enter, and aec^rtain, 
iiy esamination, whether there was reason to htdievc 
the representation to i;o true; but on advancing, 
with Major Lceeii, who aeted as interpreter, ttiej 
were greeted by a volJey of matchloclc bails. The 
company, with Captain mite, thereupon mshed in, 
and another oorapany of the 40th, tho light com- 
|)any of tho 41st, atid some companies frotn native 
regiments, were ordered to their support. The fort 
^ found fill] of people, ail armed, and resisting. 
The assailants were inforiated by the treacliomns 
scone just executed before them, and tho hormrs 
common on such occasions followed. Every man 
that was met was put to the sword, the place was 
act on fire, and in a ehort time was a masg of blazing 
nims.» The hoUownces of the assertion by which 
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It was Bong'ht to divert tbe Briti&h (XJtnniander from 
attacking the fort was clemomitmteiJ by the fieizarc, 
aniang other spoib of a atriiigof eatneb bearing tiie 
cotnmbsarial: brand. 

On the SUtlx of August^ SLumgoodeen was in the 
vicinity of tho British camp in great forcc^ and 
General Nott moved net with about half his troo|]S 
to meet him. The enemyleft was upon a hill of 
some elevation; their centro and right extended 
along a low ridgep until their flank reached a fort 
filled with tlieir men. This fort appears to have 
been tho first object of attack by the British force; 
and it does not s©em that the attempt was succees- 
ftil.* During the tlmo thn^ ocoupiod^ a cannonading 
W'aa maintained on both sidee with apparently no 
great effect; but on the advance of tho British 
columns the enemy gave way and djs^iemed in all 

Stmiig^ly-ffDoagh, tooj b a iJeapiLtdi ebted the 3Lit of Augustp giv- 
log an ncoOTmt pC nn a^tioa on the aotb, & fetuni u forwarded of 
killed, woimdcdf and in. tin? engagemont^ with tJie enemy* 

on tijje 28th nad SUEli of Augiatp 1S4 2 ! wMch mnrD raotiiiii tlifr 
mmoi: of the who suffered b aihuj of whbh iu> report 

Waa Hiiidfi+ How it ooald totidly e&cape ijotbe b □t&ciol eomniu- 
alcatlaiUp it is tmpwllile to i?oiijoctiire+ That Ihe o mtsfrio n wa* 
intentionjilp b not to be believed i fi»t, bewuw? anch an mtentiem 
would not be cieditoblo; 6jid« *Koodiy, because no one ooidd 
indulge the expectatioPf tbal all knowledge of facta witoMed by 
thoofanda ckf men could be auppresiied. The only official nodco nf 
any part of tbe later procceditigB nf the 2&t3i of August i* found 
in n Lcttiii' frotn Captab D^iuuem to tiie adjutnnt-geiienil of thfi 
army* dated 2fith of September, twenty-oine day^ aftor thr occur¬ 
rence $ and tbifl kouib very impeifrcu 
* Tim autliodty of Mr. AUeo ia bm folknied. The uffioal 
report ii quite nn the pint. 
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Their t^nta and an ImmenE^ quantity 

- of ammunition tt-ere capturetl^ and two gnnsi one of 

which was broken by the shot of the Britiiriln and 
Jett On the fields the other brought in by Captain 
Christie and Lieutenant Clnunborlain, of the irre- 
pdar liom. 

A.D. On tlifj 5 th of Septeniiier, Goneral Nott wa^ 

before Ghnsineep The hi Us north of the city were 
cleared of tJ»e enemy and occupied by the liritash. 
The camp was establis^lied at KoJ^eb^ about two miJes 
and a lialf distant i and preparatlonB wero actively 
eommencetl for ajv^uJti a principal attack, supported 
by two false ones, being meditatei], Throughunt 
the night the besiegers carried on their prepara^ 
tionSf and the enemy appeared to be in ^mc degree 
oD the alerts A brisk rnatchlock fino had been 
coinmeiiiTjd early in the evening, but it graduiiUy 
slackened, and after a tiiue ceased altogether* At 
dusk the oncniy b iufantiy had bcjcn observed croflis- 
ing the river near the water gate, with the inten¬ 
tion, it Was supposed, of attacking the working 
pfirty diiniig the nighty hut in the morning it was 
ascertained that the place had been eYaciuited, 
and before sunrise both toAvn and citadel were in 
quiet possession of the invadera* There bt‘ing no 
enemy, the sole labour of the victors was that of 
destruction, and the 7th and Sth of September 
^vere employed in this work- l^onrteen mines were 

* The Dffira i l dcmlhi oi thia ocUdd ote jiiiig^iliirly vague and 
geuc ni; hut happily k i> qtiite tlcur that tl«j ddeaL rf thvi laiemy 
wan CUIIl|lk|£+ 
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sprang in the wnllg of the citadel, alt \rith effect, 
and ttie gatewuj'B, both of the eitndc!] and town, 
witli the roofs of the pnncipaJ tiuildinge^ were fired- 
Among the trophies of success, were the gates of 
the tomh of Wnhomct of Ghuznee, belleveil pro 
vionsly to hare belonged to the temple of Som* 
nauth, respecting islikh the goveraor-geneml had 
cxprcsscfl considerable interests On the llHh, 
General Nott marched from Ghiiznee, and on the 
14th and 15th his firnij hafl to dislodge about 
12,000 men, occupying a succession of heights, 
and intercepting hi^ march upon Beeueo Badan 
and Mydan. On the lGtli» Genenil Nott was nt 
Urghundee, and on tho 17tli within fire miles 
of Kaboo], which city General Pollock had pre- 
Tioufily entered. 

The Affghau war was now drawing to a close* 
No party had ever contempiateil any attempt to 
re-establish permanently the British power in the 
country 5 but it wa^ deemed expedient to dispatch 
a force under Major-General Me Cask iU * against 
Istalif, a rather largo and populous town in 
Koli-i-cliuimn^ upwards of twenty mi tea distant from 
Kaboid, in a north-westerly directioun The force 
encamped within four miles of the place on the 

* c^f tmi d^btifCii-pQundfJi slid a detail of 

(BcFmbfty), Captain Blood'* light field battery« Caphun Bpurk- 
hoiiae'a moimtmin tndri» luid twn aqujiiiroiis of 

her M&Jmty'a 3rd dmgocma, one wjqadran of tbc lit light 
civaliy, Chiii^'i barK h^r Mejesty^* Dth and -lltt 

foot, tL& !2Gtb, 4^dp ord 43Td laiiiTe inhaEry, jmd Captain 

Broftijfoot'i oappm and BUmeri. 
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CHUPp 28th of September, and on the eyeiiing of that daj 
_' a recomio tsfianee waa made. The position of the 
A.n. iftw. place yraa found oKtremely strong. The town, 
which waj 5 com posed of musses of houses and 
forts, was built on the slope of a tnountain^ in 
the roar of which appeared yet loftier emliieriecSt 
ahutting m a defile leading to Toorkistsn. No mode 
of access was discernible oxcopt hy Eurmountiug 
ridgea of hills separated hy deep ravines, or thread¬ 
ing by narrow mads a series of gardens, vineyards, 
and orchards, fenced in with strong incloBiire walls ; 
the whole of which, with the mountain sides and 
the tops of the houses, were occupied hy Jezail- 
chocs. The confidence ’which the enemy rcjjoaed 
in tile strength of the place was attested by their 
haying retained within the town the ’women and 
children of the iiihahitants, as well as thoae of 
ntnneroTis refugees from EabooL 

Notwitlistanding these indications of difficulty, 
General 31aCaskil] ventured upon an aasaulty and 
Soon after daylight broke on the morning after his 
arrival the troops were in motion In two columns; 
fcho right, to which was attachod the mountnin 
tiain, conimanded by Brigadier TidJoeh; the loft, 
which was acoornpamed by Captain Blood's hatteiyr 
and the eightecn-pouiidera, by Brigadier Stacy. 
A third column, composed of a wing of her 
Majesty's 4th, and the cavalry^ under Major Lock- 
wood, and commanded by Major Simmons, was 
allotted as a reserve- Captain Christie^s horse 
protected the baggage. The columiu in their 
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progress met with some annoyances from the 
Je^aikheeSt htit tlie^o were repressed by the light 
troopg and guns. The paint seleoted for attack was 
a village called Ismallali^ which Brigadier Tulhjch's 
column assaulted on its left, while that of Briga¬ 
dier Stacy, hy making a long d^tour^ attacked its 
rights The fonner coluiun came into aetJon first, 
but w-aa followed after no great delay by the other. 
The comhioed attacks were marked by extruor- 
diriary stcadiuesa as well m impetuosity, and the 
enemy gradually gave way» until the inciosure^ 
forts, heights^ euliurba, and town were successively 
won hy the nssailimls- The reservo Cfitahlished 
itself on the lower heights, all beyond being in 
possession of the columns which had preceded. 
A vast amount of pTD|»erty was found in the town, 
and tw^o guns were taken, ono of which was imme¬ 
diately turned on tho enemy hy its captor. Lieu¬ 
tenant Elmbirst} of her Miycsty's 0th foot. This 
regiment dLstinguisbed itself gristly in the assault, 
ns did also her Majesty^e 41st, the 20tbf 42nd, and 
43nl native iitfiiutry, and the sappers and miners^ 
Tlic loss sustained was not severe; one officer only 
was killed, Lieutemuit Evans, of her Majesty^a 41st. 
A Considerable part of the toiivn was destroyed hy 
the captoia before they (juitted it** The same fate 

* Eeptirt? RCCMt enormities peqffitrmtMi nt lilalif by the 
BritiUi troops having been dTCpltticd* the gcotnl commanding 
Wttg cailcii upoa to offer ffacb ciplanjitioii u be mij^t be able 
to nffoni. From bis it appcaicJ tbM for n rcrtala penod 

the men were aUoved to appraprintc lunh dungs m ibiy might 
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nwiuted Charekar, anJ iias carried itita effect by 
the 5^01118 band&.* 

lind* ID ccmTormltj with a practice wbieli^ whether jiutl&ible or 
not, teems pfttty well tfltbhliEihcdx GeneraJ McCvkiJl further 
AUfced, that hia orders were 1* mm the Itiwu^ but that iiot more 
tbtn oue-thiril was dcHtroyeiij the attention of the en^necfii 
LATin^ been di^^cted chiedy to tbe deBtruetiDD of the better aert 
of bnQdmga^ It had been olleged, tltat atfucloas outmg*^ on 
women had b^a cotomitted. General McC^ill declttrcd that 
only uot' ayeh matmice had ocrtue to hit knowledge; that tlie 
cxundnct of the soldiefy towards women b^ been almost univer^ 
sally good i that when the troop attained the highest port of 
the town, large nnniiberB of womea and ohildran were making 
their wny up the tnoimtaiu^ among whom men were intenrpersed, 
who fired on the British soldunn^ but that the latter abstained 
from njhmiing the fire, lest they should injure the women ; that 
at the iame time many wornen and ehUdron were so far id the 
tear that they ware intermingled with our forotnost troap« who 
fuffifftd them to |iroceed entirely unmolesiited ; that about fifty 
women, capturad in the town, were cenveyed under nn eseorC to 
the Biitisb aunp, where th^ romBmcd in safeiy during the night 
close to the tent of the ebief^ Jan Fldhaii Khan* and were- i]ex.t 
morning sent to one of hk forts s that on the day of the 
storm the sepoys of the ^dth natiT? uifnntry wer? employed in 
ttndncting to the hefld.i|iiartera of Hi^adier TuUocfi ng^jd ind 
mfirm men and women, and young ehildreti, who rrocii'cd food 
nad covering, and wore left in infety when the troops withdrew. 
Oeneral hlcCaskill olao denied that in any case Affghans had 
been murdered b cold bbod. General Pollock gave a gnncml 
denial to the charge of perpetrating mode againat the 

Bri^h troop m AfigbanUtian i and General Nott offered a like 
denial m very bdignant terms. 

General McCaalcill seems to have aHtisfiictDrlly diEpuecd of 

the 


Some acotiunt of the attempt to defend Chorckar* and -of 
the oltuuato escape of Major Pottingcr mnl Lieutenant Houghten 
from Herat to Kohoql, after being abandoDEd the garriaan *f 
the former place, will hr found at pp, 2^b, 263. 
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But far monu gratifjTiig tlian any eserci&e of 
vindictive justice, however eignal and tioceaKinr, 
the recovery of the praoners, for whose safety 
the most Berioua apprehensiocii had long been en¬ 
tertained. Akbar Khan had threatened to carry 
them to Toorkiaian, and there distribute them as 
slaves; a threat which the character of him by 
whom it was uttered rendered of very probable 
hilblmcnt. Saleh Mahomed Khan, who liad charge 

the {ihiugt! nsLEuic agunit thg trwpa engaged at iloeI tfa« 

general cartct^iiMA oT ths etatcmmlA pf G^d-sts] Pollock and 
Cjcocml Nott in not to be impiigned. It u to bo £aBrcdp bow- 
that the excited rtate of the men's feeUnga, created by 
tbe treacherLEa of which iherr cotumtkB had bctti the nctimB* led 
ui ftoine iiiHiancea to individual acti which cannot be defendedp 
llie foUQmng fftory ia related at page 1of ** A Namtive of the 
late victorioiia Campaigfn in Adghaniatan/' by lieutenant Green- 
Wocidp of 31 at regimeat i " HiEre in a ferocity about the 

Affghana which they mm to iuiMbe with their mothers* miJfc, 
One of the officen of the fUh regiment related to me an cccuiTEnee 
which took place during tbe action^ when they ftmaed the fChyber 
In atorming one of the heighten a colour eeijeant waa 
IdUed ; and from soine cauae or oth& hifi body hwb IcFt whm it 
&dL A icldier of the same corpv Kappciniig to posa by the epot 
Borne time aftnr^ aaw a Kbyberee bey^ apparently about six y wv 
of with a large knife, which hie puny arcti had ■carceJy 
aufficLent atrength to widdj engaged in an attempt to haefa die 
head of the dead seijennt. The young •Lireluii waa » GC(ffl|]Jetely 
abaorbed in hla eavage taak, that be heeded not the near approach 
the ftdtdicTj who coolly toq-k him up on hia bayonet and threw 
him over the cEC*' Tbia etory^ prcfeaudly introduced at ea- 
hihiting an imtance of " Aflghan ferocityj'' aotma quite aa well 
cahmlated to UJuAtiwte JSuropeiui " toccity.'’ It io to be Inmonted 
Ihat the execrable act of the pngliw-b mhlierp cemmithed ccoliy^'’ 
u ii juitly ■ft td , abould be paasod by the luorntor without one 
Wofii of reprohaden, 
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of tho prison era ut Bameeim, bad received orders to 
rornoye them to a greater diatance. “ All Uupe of 
deliverance” says Lieuteimnt Eyroj **aeonied now 
at an eud? and wo endeavoured to resign oiiosolves 
to a fate that Bcemed inevitable. But Providence 
luwl mercifully ordained othcn^iBO. At ten p.ht.* 
to onr unbotinded astonishment. Major Pottingert 
came to inform ue^ that Saleh Nrobjimed Khan had 
ofiererl to make us over to the Brifisb gciicriiK on 
condition of our seen ring to him the pajTnent of 
20*000 rupees in ready cash, and 1,(HH) rupees per 
month for life."' The latter sum was the amount 
of bis pay, as comniatidcr of a regimeut4 General 
Slid ton and Colonel PaJmer refused to beconao 
parties to this agreemont> lest they should implicate 
themselves with Akljox Khan; but the retnaiiidcr of 
the British officers n^solved to embrace the chance 
presented to thenij and* if treachery should he mani- 
featetl* to endeavour to master the giiard* and hold 
possession f>f the fort till succour should arrive. They 
had not^ however* occasion to resort to this desperate 
attempt# Saleh Mohomed gave no cause for suspicion; 

* Oa the llth of Septetnber* 

t The DSicer rereircd to hi Ma}or Eldred Potiiiigtir. brother 
of Sir Henry PottiD^r. 

I Namitii'ie^ |i+ SiiS- The Dierit of effieclLfig the cstTaordhiMy 
choiLgc m the fortoiio of the prisouereT and of the dnnvofiy.oii of 
Saleh Muiuvmedi KLan into cl fHeod, la cLoiicied by tii iadiridi^ 
na me j Mohui] Lml^ who had broii mogn^hee to Sir Alemndcr 
Bmu. Mohun Ul repreaente that, at miioh pcirtoni.! risk. Bfltl fit 
the Hfizard of betag aubject to great oipcnie, becontrtmh through 
the ageticy of uiother native, named. Syad Moortza KiuhmHn^ to 
Lsaail the weak p^iuit of the edheer in charge of the prisoner^-. 
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and the decisive conduct of Majoi* Pottin^fer, in nomi- 
natingf a new governor of tJie province, in the naijio of 
the British government, secured tlioobedience of that 
numorous body who are always prepared to give 
their adhesion to the party that sooma to he in the 
ascendant.* The Hiiisaiieh chiefs declared in favour 
of the British fiorty. and the latter commenred ita 
march unmolested. General Pollock being apprized 
of the turn which affairs had taken at Bameean, 
caused a fmdy of 7fNt Knzzuthash horse to advance 
towards that place, accompanied by Sir Richmond 
Shakespear. The zeal with which this movement 
was executed is provinl by the feet of the force 
having traversed ninety miles of mountainous coun¬ 
try in two marches. Fonr days after the departure 
of the Kuzzulbash force on this duty, Geiieral Pol- 
iock dJsjiatched a force, under Sir Robert Bale, to 
occupy the Urglmudee Pass, On the 17tb of Sep- a, 

* Jjody SnJPp in the pMstigc, heaim tuAtimciny to the 

ttdmjrable mmin^r In wMch Mfyoif PottiiiKeT fustiined ihe cht- 
wiuch itflul na mierpcctcdiy djerolvcii upon tJnj 7^—"It would 
be great injustice to MAjor IVttmgeri not to tht PctiTp 

he took m niAir#. FV'Ofn hisi perfect knowledge of the 
I^man luiguige. nnd lui aequaintanee with the c3aDne» imd 
CQitoEU of the people, he weTl knew how to manage tLem, aiul 
^hke Qd'witogf’ of the alightrat opeulog cm their piut in our 
fiiTTiiir. Hii eoolfies* nnd dtrition were only equalled hj the 
promptness: with wbieh he met the wishes of the chlehi ; 
them Wmli on theneiishbQiiiringlanda, empowermg them torecerte 
the gm^emment mits, he.; aII which docuniEntB, though he exe¬ 
cuted them with an urof grE&t cenciwenaion, And with the gravity 
of a jndge^ ha weD knew weie mere pteoea of waate paper; yet 
they had a me^ ehnnri fnr tlie time, which wna all we requlmL*^ 
^oumai, pp, 42 ^p 42 !?. 
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tembtTt th% omuucipatcd prisoners were met by Sir 
KichmoDd Shakespear and tiie Kuzzuilmshes; and 
on tlie 20tli> tliej- re-entered Sir Roliert Sale's 
camp ni Urghimdee.* Tile jllustrious vetcnin had 
arrived at that {dace on the preceding daj; it was 
the rnffliversary of Lia birth, on which ho numbered 
sixty years. Having hatted for the nighti he left 
his camp stondiugf and niomited to nieet the re¬ 
turning captivoS} whom he had then the hajipinc^ 
of placing in triumph under tlic protection of the 
hmvc men who had been the sharers of his toils and 
his glorjpf 

* ft'wu well tlibt the British oSijeen were mot compelled to 
liavE rec^jTurse to force^ either hetut^ quittmg^the fwt m which they 
were coDiaed, or on the riwd. The ispmt of theirIbUowcrs wasto 
entarely hrokciir that no relietico could be plec^ upot them. ThlA 
bmeutabl E sitale of feeling ii illuatnitiMl hy thp foUowing anecdote 
rekted by Lady Sale Hijre [on die maroh tu Killer Top- 
chec] Ssleb Mahuned Khan cajne np to uh^ nnd speaking' in Per- 
fian to Gapinin Lawrenci!, told him tW he had lucceeded in goL 
ting a fe'w muakctg, which, together with ammufiidoni he Imd 
brought mth him on a camel, and requeeted that he would aak 
the men wliieh of them would take them, It twnng his wl^ to form 
a imaU idvance-guard of European^ m a ghow, Caphdn Law- 
retire then Mid, - Now, my kde, herek Ssdeh Mohamed Khan 
■hu bmtight armi and amnnuutiiQn for eome of you who volun¬ 
teers to take miEskote I bliiih to record, that a dead Kikncf 
T hinking the men might be shamed into doing their 
duty, I eaki to Lawnmee, ' You had better give wit one, and 1 
will lead the jmrty f hut there was »tai no ofer. and he uM 
our general that It wni usnlesv, ned he hod better take them on. 
it in ind to iMnk the nmn were eo lost to all right feeling."— 
Journal, pp. 430 , 431 . 

t Among those capEreeji, it will be remembered, were the gml- 
Zant offierr's wife uid daughter ; thn latter of whom he had left 
a happy wife, but met, alas 1 a widow^ Tt would be wrong 
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Nothing now remtiined but to witiidniw the 
erniy to Intlia; and this operation wna eflbeted with 
little anDojTLnoef—none of Eutfieient importance to call 
for notice in thin work. As tlie British government 
renounced nil connection with Affghaniatan, there 
was no njotivefor retaining Dost Mahomed and the 
other Aftghan prisonora in eaptiTity. Their intended 
release was accordingly announced in a government 
iiotitication, couchdl in that gnmdtloijuent tone 
^hich seems to have hceii inseparably associated 

to record the mcetiiig in any other thun the simple but eipreifllre 
language? of Lady Sale;—It ii impoBgihle to esipres-i our feel¬ 
ings on BdJcV approocli. To mj daughter and tdippIdCM,, 

BO lodg delayed aa to be udmo^t imeipCEitodi wnf BOtQBDy painful, 
Bud uecompimied by a choblpg ffonefitiou^ wludi c&ulil not obtain 
tbe rehef of tear?. When we urriTsd where the infantry were 
petted, they cbetifsd nil the captitrn^ us they pawed them i uud 
tliB men of the 13th [Sir Bohert Sale'a regiment] prenwd for- 
WTtrd tfl welcotne tu mdividufllly. Moet of the men had a little 
■woixl of hwty oangrutuladoa to offer* ench in bii own etyk* sn 
the t^toratudQ of ids culooe]'! wife and daiightot* and ihm my 
higfaly-wmtight fediugv found the deeired relief, and I couiil 
speak to thank the aaEdien for their jympatiiyp wliilAt 
Uw loDg-witiiheld teoiw iww found their murae. On arriving at 
the coinp. Captain Backhoiue fijud a itiyal ralute from his moun- 
tain-tmlu guna s and not only our old ff^epda^ but aU tho officers 
to iho [Mrty, came to ofler eongTatiilatinn]i. and welooue our itv 
tom fn>m captivity/*—Journal, pp, 43C, 43?, 

A few of the priBoneri, wJio bad been prevented by Blcknesa 
/roai moving with the reil to Bameeiuin were releBaed hy a party 
nf ECu^izulhctfheB^ and reached the British camp before their oom^ 
pmioni. Captain Bygrave^ who remiiiTiGd in the banda of Akbar 
Khto, after the liberation of the remainder of the prieoncra, wm 
T oluntorily releaKd by the chief. General Elphirmtotjc had died 
to caplj¥iEy+ 
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with uni AUgii&n ex[ieclition.* Olic marked 
by siHgiiiarly bad taste, was threatencdp but not per¬ 
formed. It was publicly intimated to be the inten¬ 
tion of the govemor-genera] to pamde the prisoners 
for exhibition at a grand mjlitiLry show to got 
up at Femaepore. The motives which led to the 
abandonment of the design are not known; and in 
the absence of authentic infommtimip it would be 
won^ than useless to attempt to conjecture them. 
It is well that our national reputation esca;»ed the 
stain which would have been incurred by a re¬ 
tie w^al of one of the most barharoufl practices of 
bygone timesr in tJje pn>iJu€timi of an array of cap¬ 
tive princes to grace the triumph of contjuerors- 
The pageant, however, took place, though the 
actors chiefly relied on far attraction were with- 
drcwTi. Still it seems to have been a showy spec¬ 
tacle ; and^ perhaps, the stage of Drury-Jnne Thetitre 
has not often presented any thing better caJcnlated 
to please the ” children of a larger growth^" who 
delight in such displays. There w'ore painted ele* 
phaots, triumphal arches, waving banners, and roar¬ 
ing artillery, The^cuftain had fallen on the tra- 
ge^Iy, and, in accordance with theatrical usage, a 

* remark li not intended to apply to the tommaiucstiniiA 
Qf the officefE engaged in the wsr, bnt to the officjAl poblicatiaiu 
cil the goveminciitp hviin that which anoouaced the foTEnadon cd 
the ** Army of the ludui^" te the hut ^ued in cotmertion with 
the war* Sottuc of these wridngc have caiL^ed much aimucmeat. 
and win t^rtainly be rend with wonder, if Dot with merediility, hy 
the mm of liic oomiog a^. 
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splendid piuitDiniine followed. This latter perform- 
anec, it ts to W prestittied^ afforded gmtificatjon to 
its contrivers i nnd if it effected this, its object was, 
without doubt, answered. And thus, with masking 
and mummery^ terminated a war more calimiitoiis 
than any wliieh Britain bad prcvioxialy waged in the 
East—a war, the termination of which^ but for the 
noble spirit evineed by those intrusted witli high 
militaTj command, would have iefl the naane of our 
cQuntiy a by-word of reproach ; would have roused 
every unfriendly state to active hostility* and have 
placeii in mortal peril* uot merely the supremacy, 
but the very existence of British pow'or in India. 

The ]e^>n is an awM one, and it is to lio|>et] 
that it may not be lost* AVe commenced a war* 
which sudeexi upon the principles <*( justice was nut 
to be impugned, but which it is now obTious was 
utterly unwarmnted by prudence. The informa¬ 
tion upon which this important step w'as taken was 
altogether unworthy of trust, and indeed intelli¬ 
gence got up for an occasion is seldom calculate! 
for any thing but to mislead. The natives W'ill 
furnish to order any in formation that is w'antedtUnd 
though such Europeans as the British govemmeut 
tnckstly employs as its agents will not knowingly 
deceive those to whom they are responsible, they am 
to a great de^iee at the mercy of native infortaatits, 
and consequently their cominnuications are often 
w'lnso than uacle^* It is idle to suppose tlmt the 
most acute and well-prepared man can, by a resi¬ 
dence of a few weeks or a few months in a strange 
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country, acquiro suuli d perfect acquaintance witli 
it aa ’B ould justify any govenuneiit in risking much 
uponMfi re^Kut, The men of unbounded confidence 
and popular and plnusible talent who undertake such 
misgions^ ai^d thereby raise themselves to eminence, 
are the only parties who derive any real l^enefit from 
them. The veiy fact of their appearing in a public 
character is a bar to their obtaining any infoimatioii 
yvorik having. Every ono who has intercourse with 
them is on liis guard, and nothing is presented to 
them without being coloured for the purpose. The 
wily government of Rusaia niidcrstands the business 
better than it yet appears to be understood el&e- 
whercH. That government has, in every place where 
on object of sufficient importance is in view, agents 
carefully selected with a view to their quaUftca- 
tions, hut not maintaining any public character, not 
recognized by the govern raent under which they 
dwell, and not even known by it. Far distant be 
the day when Britain shall imitate the aggressive 
Slid profligate policy of Russia^ hut we may 
fully and beneficially avail onrsclves of her example 
to improve that mnch-neglected branch of our 
diplomatic establishments which is devoted (or 
should be devoted) to the collnetion of Information. 
The expeufio would bo trifling, compared with the 
amount of benefit; it would even be trifling in itself^ 
for unaccredited agents require nothing for show 
and aplendunr. The advantages of such a system 
would not soon be apparent; we could not venture 
at an ear!y period to act upon the stock of in tel- 
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ligence thus acquired. But liere again wa B-bould 
leiun from Rnasia to T.™t till the proper time arrives 
for striking, and avoid the nusehances wiiicb result 
from striking too soon. 

The war with Aifgbaniatan %vais commenced nn- 
iMiviaaillyt was tbrougliont prosectited without 
circuinspection j hDUce the blame muBt rest iipon 
the heads of the chief military authorities- Our 
amiy majched to Kabool, but military students 
will not derive much profit from the sUidy of the 
campaign that brought it there, except it bo in the 
way of caution against the errors conimitted on the 
route. The engineering talent displayed at Ghuzncc, 
and the heroic bearing of those who pushed to 
completion the success thus begun, win shew that 
there waa no lack of either military ability or 
daring courage in the army sent to re-seat Shah 
SliDojah on his throne, hut the far-seeing fiagacitj 
which discerns every possible contingency^ and the 
prudence which providt^s for the occurrence of 
each, appear to have been aitogetlicr w'Ofiting- 
AgaiUf no soouer was Shah Shoojah acknowledged 
fiovereign, tlian it was concluded tliat the object of 
the war was attaiued. We had enthrcmcd that prince 
at Kabool, and w^ere satisfied. It was dcsirablo to 
retrench the enormous expense to which we had 
been subjected, and we therefore^ in spite of the 
most munistakeable intizuations to the contraiy, 
deluded ourselves into the belief that what we 
bad been told of Shah ShoojahV popularity was 
true. Then came the fcarfni outbreak which sccfos 
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to tmYe p£LfR])^z€H] all but the enToy Sir WUlinm 
MacirnghtcQ and a |mrt of the Tnilitnir officera, 
unfortunately not of the highest mnk, and possess¬ 
ing no jnflaence flavo that i?iffaich wm derived from 
talents and charaeter. The nesnlta were the de^ 
stnietion of the army at Kabool, and the trinniph of 
those M'ho were believed to be without power. All 
this was gloomy enough, but a yet darker cloud hung 
over British prosj:>et;tSt when it was proposech after 
the rescue of the garrison of Jelalabad, to withdraw 
the Anglo-lndia troops ftom ASglmiiistan without 
any satisfactory vindication of the national honour. 
The design was frufitratetb and though onr country¬ 
men cannot recur to the war in ASghanistan without 
sorrow^ they may at least look to its canclusion 
without shame. 
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CHM^TER XXXIL 

The feBtivitie^s of Ferozepore cloa^ witb noiM 
and show tlie chapter of British adventure in 
AfigkanKiLmi; but there Tvas another comitry border- 
itig the frontier of the English posBessions 

in India with which unadjusted dilTerences 3f'et 
existccl. In regard to Siiido^ the time for painted 
elephants and the other constituent jiarts of Oriental 
spectacle had not arrived. Diplomacy and intrigue 
were there actively at work. A British fort^e was 
in the country^ a^id the question of the continued 
existence of Siudc, ns even n nominiiUy inde- 
peuilent titate^ trenihled in the balance which the 
active commander of that force held in his grasp 
and directed at his wilL 

To understand the relations then existing be¬ 
tween Siude lind the Anglo-Indiim government, 
a brief retrospect wili be necessary. For a con- 
sidombio period preceding the year 1/86, Sinde 
was tided hy a tribe called Knlbouras^ At that 
[leriod the Kulhooras, after a series of strtigglcs 
extending over several years, were diB|ilaccd hy 
another tribe^ the Talpoonit the chief of which was 
named Meer Futteh Ali. This i^ihomgL^ assigued 
distinct portions of the couquei'cd country to two of 
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hie relations; and time oxoae the states of KhjTpoor 
and Meerpoor. But the larger diTiBiiin of territoiy 
was rctainod hj Futteh Aii liixnself, in connection 
with hii three brothers, whom^ bj a strange (if- 
rangement, lie aseodated with him in the govern¬ 
ment. This ehicf state contained the capital of the 
country, IJ jdcrabad,nnii from this cause was gcncmlly 
called by that name. The extraordinary mode of 
goTcnunent iritroducetl by Meer Futteb Aii con¬ 
tinued to be maintained after his death, and was 
mutated at Khyr|ioor, where a pluralitj of Ameers 
claimed ajid exercbiefl authority, though one was 
fccogniised as chief. 

Tho cflorts of the £ast*India Company to pro- 
secute their commercial ptirauits in Sinde had 
never been very succeeslul. The earliest attem[>t to 
cfltabliah a factory seems to have been made in the 
year 1758 ; but the etrtablishnieflt was withdrawn in 
1775 , under iiistmctions from England. The reoMm 
for the withdrawal was not the absence of mcjcautilo 
promLjCf but the existence of differences witli the 
goveramont, which led probably to the apprehension 
of serioos danger to the factory, and those who con¬ 
ducted its affairs^ IVenty-fotir ycaiB elapi^ed without 
any endcaTour ou the part of the EaiFt-liidia Com¬ 
pany to roTiTe their mercautiJo couuection in 
Sinde; hut in 1700 permission was obtained for 
the establishment of a foctoij at Tattn, and it was 
subsequently sought to extynd the transactions of 
the company to Kurmchee. The Kulboora dynasty 
had now' given viay to that of Taiporoi but tho new 
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rulers were not more faTourablj dispo^d to foreign 
eommerce than the old ones. The chief of tlje 
britieii establish znent was peremptorilj ordered to 
qnit Kurrachee, and confine his operationg to Tatta j 
and afler a few months he and his associates were 
ex]ieUed from Sinde altogether. So manr important 
affairs theni and for some time after^ardSt pressed 
upon the attention of the Anglo-Indian govemment, 
that for some jeara Sindo and its jealous spirit 
of exclusion Bcem to hare been little thought of 
In 181)9, however, a treaty, singularly brief and dry, 
was concluded between the British govemment and 
that country, the onlj noticeable article in which 
provided for the exclusion of the French from 
Siudo. In 1820, another treaty was concluded, by 
which a]] Emopeans and Americans were excluded 
from settling in Sinde^ while it was stipulated that 
tho subjects of each of the contracting statcis should 
be allowed to resido in the dominions of the other, 
so long as they should conduct themselves in an 
orderly and peaceable manner^ The Ameers also 
nndertoolc to restrain alZ tribes and persons a*j thin 
their limits from raahing inroads upon the British 
dominions, or committing depredations within them. 
Thus matters stood, the British and Siodean govern¬ 
ments treating each other with a cold and restrained 
civility, till 1332, when the opening of the Indus for 
the purposes of commerce became a fevourite object 
with the Anglo-Indian government, as well as with 
the mercantile community at home. Through the 
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agencj of Colonel Pottin^er* a treaty waA concludec] 
■with Khyrpoor by which the use c>f the river and 
roads ’w-ithin the Uniits of that state was secured to 
the oierclmnts of Uindostan, upon whatever terms 
might Iks settled with the government of HyslendMid, 
and. a written statetnent of jo»taiid reasonahlc duties 
was to be fiimisbDdi A treaty* baving the same object, 
was more reluctantly acceded to by the riilorw of 1 [y- 
denibad, whose jealotifij was distiuotly marked by the 
conditions which they attachei] to tlie privilege of 
navigating the river, and traverging the mada. They 
were these: first, that no military stores slioiiltl he 
conveyed by either ; eecfondlVi tlmt no armed vesfiels 
or boats should be nsed on the river; thirdly—^nd 
ibis restriction ia the most remarkable of all, seeing 
that by the treaty of 1832 the subjecta of the British 
government were entitled to remain in the domi¬ 
nions of the Ameers^that no English raercb[ints 
should settle in Sinde, tnit should como iti oeeaBion 
might require; and "having stoppefl to tranwict 
their husiiief3¥i**’ should irtnm to India-f FTirthcr; 
mereliants fmm British towns were to be prodded 
with passports, the gratit of which was to be duly 
intimated to the antlioritiea of Hyderabad, by whom 
a scale of duties was to be fiAe^:h and net departwl 

* Now Sir Htfliy Pottingur* 

t TtiQ r^iJi of the Ameers were Ddt eonSned to thenigelvec- 
]t b Slid tlmt R Eju6, while gnziug oa the but which, in the 
year jurcceding the treaty, coofr^ed C'aptain BiirD 9 i tip the Indii^, 
exclaimed, " Ala* 1 in now gone, fhicw the Englinb hH^'e 

MHi the liwEr*** 
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frtim. A supplementary treaty, bearing date twri 
clttys later than that last noticed, prondaed tlmt 
the table of rlutiea to be levied by the Ameers 
Bboiitd bo examino^l by ofllcers of the British go- 
vomment, versed in affairs of tmSic; and if it ap 
peared to them too high, the government of Hyder¬ 
abad, on a reprcecritatioTi to tlmt efleetp was to re¬ 
duce the duties^ Tbi& was certainly one of the niost 
extraordinary stipulations ever itiBorted in rt com- 
mereinJ treaty. It virtually gave to the Britis}i 
government the power of fixing the duties to be 
levied by the government of Hydemliad on fo¬ 
reign goods passing through their territories, Tlie 
concesdon of such a pon'Or evinces great confidoMce, 
or great fear 5 to which motive it is to be attributed 
is aqncstioii which it would be a waistc of time to 
discuss. The thne necessary for making the in¬ 
quiries re^iuirite to a just determirmtion of the 
amount of toll to be lovind seems to have been con- 
si dcmble j for it was not till the 23rd of December^ 
1834, that the scale was settled. Tins was effected 
by an additional treaty with Hyderabad^ bearing 
date on that day. 

Some time afterwords, Sindo was threatenetl by 
Runjeet Singh- The British government was not 
unwilUng to uiidertako the office of a mediator be¬ 
tween tho parties; but it would as though 

Something more was looked for than the preserva* 
tion of peace. If this only had been the object, it 
might have been effected without any importmt 
change in the subeisting relations lietwecn the tw'o 
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A modt Importaiit eliange however, 
contemplated by the British government^ and it 
may bc8t be eiplained in their own wordsWo 
considered it our duty to ondeavour to [ndnco the 
Mabartijab to lay aside his hostile intentiooB. It 
appeared to us, alao, that this opportunity ought not 
to be neglected, of establishing the British influonee 
on a solid basis in Sindo, a country which la of 
great importance to na, both from its eommaudlng 
tiic entrance to the Indus, and from its position in 
reference to the Punjab and Aftghanistan. With 
these views, we, on the one hand, instnictef] Cap¬ 
tain Wade to endeavour, by any means short of 
actual menace, to deter the Maharajah from ad¬ 
vancing against Shikarpore, while, on the other, 
we desired Colonel Pottinger to intimate to the 
Ameers that wo were ready to enter into a closer 
alliance with them on sneh terms as might be 
mntually agreed on. Owing to the distance of the 
scene, and the uncertainty of events, we did not 
consider it expedient to prescribe to Colonel Pot- 
tinger the precise conditions on which he was to 
treat. He was authorised by ns to offer onr pro¬ 
tection against the Sikhs, and we expressed onr 
hope that, with a view to enable us to fulfil this 
obligation, the Ameers would consent permanently 
to receive, and to pay the expense of, a body of 
British troops, to be stationed at their capital- Short 
of this, we infomied him, that he was at liheriy to 
ofTei the mediation of the British government with 
Maharajah Runjeet Singh, on condition of the recep 
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tion of a Britisli agent at Hydeml>aci, and, of course, 
of all the rcklioiiB between Siado and Lahore 
being conducted solely through the medium of 
British officers, nod of the expense of any tempo¬ 
rary depotation of tho BritJ*di troops mto Siudo, 
which might be found requisite^ being defrayed by 
the Ameers.”* Tlte state of adkiru was not ripe for 
the former of these plans; but one feat ure of the 
latter was introduced in a treaty cotitdndef! by 
Colonel Pottinger in April, 1838, by which the 
British goTemment engaged to interj^ose its good 
offices to Jidjust the diflerences between the Ameers 
anil their powerful neighbour; and tho Ameers 
agreeil to the permanent residence of an aocit^dited 
British minister at the court of Hyderabad, with 
the power of changing his ordinary place of abode, 
and the righf of being attended by such an escort 
as might by his own goxernment l>e deemed snit- 
ahle* The reception of a permanent Britisli agciU 
was Ten' distn^rteful to the gnvemmojit of Hydcm- 
Imtl ; hut Colonel Pottingcr was instmrted to sUite, 
that unless tins point wrero conceded, the interposi¬ 
tion of the British government with llunjeet Singh 
could not bo alfinnod- The presence of ii British 
agent was probably necessary to the |ireservatloa of 
the unmrdested right of uavrgating the Indus, which 

* Letter froni g'OPrcTOor-g'Encjfll id ccU-Mil t® iccrtE cDiDsiittpCi 
2Stli of Nowmber, 1830.—Sinde Puiieii. pmted hj onlcr of 
OentnJ Court of Proprietois of Bsit-Indm Stock* ITth of Novem¬ 
ber, 184.1, pp. S anil 6- 
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had been afisented to by the Am&era eonie yeara 
hefaro; tiud had the demandiis of the government of 
British Indb been ree trie tod to this, they wotild 
scaroely have been accueed of asking too much for 
their services in preserving Sinde from an un¬ 
equal contest vrith the amhitione and powerfuJ ruler 
of the Puujah. Disinterested friendship between 
nations is not to be expected i and wlien it ife pro- 
fefwd, the profoBsiou ia au emanation of pure hy|io- 
crisy. But the further views which vrere enter¬ 
tained, and in all likelihood never lost sight of, rJin- 
not be approved. Tlie desire to reduce Sindc to 
the conilition of a mibsidiar}' state ought to have 
found no place in British counselfi^ The Sindeaii 
governments had always been cold and unfriendly, 
but never hostile. Tlioy wished to keep aloof from 
British connection, but they had never iitrorded 
ground for anxiety or alarm. 

About two months after the ratification of the 
new tr£?aty between tho British govemmout and 
Sinde, the [position of those two powers was em- 
barnissod by the conclusion of the tripartite treaty, 
to which the Britfsli govemment, Runjoet Singh, 
find Stioqjab-ool-Moolk, were the parties. Sbidehad 
formerly been a dependency of Kobiiol—^that is, 
its mleris had paid tribute to the fH>Toreigii 
Kahool whenever the latter was strong enough to 
enforce payment. But the low state of the Affghau 
pow'er had for many years reiideretl this imprac¬ 
ticable, and consequently nothing bad lieen paid. 


BHJTTSn CMPIteE l?^ 4l)3 

Bj the tripartite treaty, Sliab j^iioiiiiced all 

eliiim to fiirtlier payment, anti coiiserite^l to receive, 
in cionBef]ueiicB of the arr^rs, such a sum us might 
be detenuined by the British government. On this 
arrangentetlt tlie Ameers had never been consulteth 
and consequently its effect vras to tmnsfer to another 
an undefined portion of their w^^Uli without their 
own eou^^nt. They had. without doubt, never in¬ 
tended to pay any things and it is quite certain that, 
W'itliout the aid of their British ally, Sliuh Shoq|ah 
could never have compelled them to make |jayiaent 
of the fraction of a rupee. The British guvemment 
had proffered ita services to arrange the differences 
of the Ameers with Runjcct Singh, and they lm<l 
been accepted; this government now undertook* 
without reference to one of the powers intereste<i 
to determine how much of an outstanding claim 
should be |iaid arid how mucli remitted. Sludi 
Shoojah consented to lie Ix^und by their award, 
for on tlmfe rested hia only tope of getting any 
thing; hut that the Ameers should be equally ready 
to submit to an authority roumled, with regard to 
them, upon pure assumption, and which was created 
for the very purp<ise of levying a eontribntion upon 
them, could not roasonably be expected. But the 
case was embarrassfid by a rtdcsise from Shah Shoo¬ 
jah which the Ameem prod need- By this doca merit 
the former renounced all claims or prctensioiiP upon 
«Sinde or Sbikarpore, and engagtrd that none should 
ever be made. With refereuce to the releiise^ the 
residetit migtit well observe* ^ how tills is to be 
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got ovor I do not mv^elf &ee."* Tho authority whioU 
the residoDt ropr'esentecl twk a difler&ut Tiew* ajul 
ho was apprized of that view in tlio following tomiB i 
" The govomor-gt'nora! is of opinion that it m nut 
Lncuuibent on tho Britbh govemmont to enter iuto 
any fortnai lavesrigatiou of tho plea add need hy the 
Aniceref^t tliuugh it was adde^l that tho arbitrfi- 
tion of tlio qni^tiun might possibly be left^ by 
uuitual consent, to the British envoy at the court 
of Shah Shriojah. The position that the Uritifili 
govcnmient was not hound to mvESligate the subject 
was certainly most extraordmary. A party claims 
truin niiotlier a Large aum—a thinl |)arty, without 
coii^ultiJig the rejmted debtor, undertakes to mm- 
promise the matter, and to detemnne how iiiucli 
shall be paid — the alleged debtor denies tliat any 
thing ie duet and i>roducc?s a release from the cre¬ 
ditor- — 4he arbitrator, thereupon, declares that it is 
not jncumbent on him to infjuiro into the plea. 
Would such a course bo considered just in any 
private transaction? And if not, can it be recon¬ 
ciled wdth any honeat priueiplcs of public inondlty? 
The truth is, that money was wanted; the Ameer® 
were looked to fur a supply, and it w^as incon¬ 
venient to enter upon any inquiry as to whether 
they could justly be required to furnish it or 
not. Further, tho pecuiiiaiy dematid W'as not all- 

• l^ttTT to ^enratajj with govemur-gtoicnJ^ October 3a, 1^36^ 
— Sinde Papers, p. 

t Letter Irtim occnetiry wkb governor-genera] to rcMtleiit m 
Sinilc, November 19. Pnper?^ p. Si7. 
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Tlic fiiapicioa entertained by tbe AtiiceJ^ of tbe 
ileaig7i!« nf the British gnwrnnient was wtq ]] known, 
anft that ffiiapicion was now^ to be increased by the 
reqiiicfition of a passaj^fe tlimiig'h tbeir coiintr}^ Jbr 
a part of the forces proceedings to tbe invafiion 
of Affgbanistaa. It was expressly prtjvided in the 
treaty of 1833^ that no rnilEtnry stores should be 
ttansmitted by the river or roads of Sinde, but this 
promise was now to he sot aside by one of the parties 
to the treaty without the oonseiit* and even against 
the strtingosft ^vishcSi of the other. In these arraiige- 
nients for giving aw-ay a large Hum at the ex|>enfle 
of tlio Ameers, and making use of their country for 
military purpnses, without reference to their view's 
nr desires^ ft is nhvjous that they w'ere not treated 
either as friends or independent princes* The 
object for wbicb the torritoric^ of the Ameers w ere 
to beiravorsoil by foreign armies^ moreover, waa ono 
in which it wouJd be tfn> little to say they had no 
interest. They had a diri^et interest in eonntenict- 
iiig it. Those anniea were to reseat Shah Shonjah 
on the throne of A fl^hanistan, and the Amcera 
were to pay part of the expense. They were not such 
zealous moralists, nor such devotees to the causo of 
legitimacy, as to reconcile themselves to the sacriiico 
requijH^d, by reflecting that it was to bo made for the 
pur]»ose of dispossessing iisuri*oiB* They would have 
been well content that the usurpers should remain 
in power, and their own treafluiy spnreil- 

It hapjiene^l most opportunely that about tliis 
Unie one of the Ameers wn^ clctected in earijiiig 
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Oil a ccjrjfe8[iotiileiice with Pereia. TliU undoubtedly 
iiuUeatcd im unfrieudly spirit towards tlie British go- 
vcrumont, but with reference to its own jiroceciUngs 
that govcniment could scarcely deem itself aggrieved. 
The discovery, however, was employed in aid of 
the designs already in progress, and great indigna¬ 
tion was Gspressed at the “duplicity^ of the Ameer, 
“ in maintaining, at the fiatne motiient, proiessions of 
submisnion to Persia and of close alliance with the 
British govemraent.*’ That “close allinnce,” it should 
here be remetubered, had never been sought by 
the Ameers — -it had been forced upon them — -and an 
ullianco which was to allow* the stronger party to 
disjtose of the treaanreB and occupy the territory of 
the weaker at pleasure coulil not bo regarded by the 
latter with much gratification. 

The Bummary and determined niimner in which 
the British government was prepared to treat the 
hisuhordi nation eom plained of will beat be iilustrated 
by a few extracts from the inetmetiona furnished 
to its agent for his guidance in dealing with the 
refractory party. “It aeema open to you to decide 
upon proclaiming, as soon ns a force from Bombay 
may enable yon to do so with effect, that an act of 
hostility and bad faith having been coriimitted to¬ 
ward the British govermnent, the share in the 
government of Sinde which bos been held by the 
guilty party shall be transferred to the more feithfiil 
mernben of the hunily; and it may be thought right 
to accomitjuty this transfer with a conditinii, that, as 
s security for the future, a British rnbaidiary force 
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SLhall lie maintained in Sindo; or. fleeondl)% the 
mninteitaiice of this force inay be reqtdpet) without 
the adoption of an act so rigorous cui that of de*- 
position j or^ thirdly, it may bo thought e:ipedientt 
upon submission, and the tender by the Ameer of 
such amends as may be m his power^ to point out 
to him that no better reparation can ho given than 
by exertions to give effect to the treaty formed for 
the rofttomtion of Shah ShoDjab^ by a cordial adoption 
of its termsj and by exertioufl on eTory side to 
facilitate the succoea of the coming expeditiorit the 
[>arty or jiarties to the breach of foith now com- 
mentei] u|Km being re^juired to contribute much 
more largely than the other Ameer nr Ameers^ 
to tiie jiecuniary composition to be paid to Shah 
Shoojah-ool-Moolk. '^rho course first named is, in 
the opinion of hifi lordships clearly JuHtified by tho 
circumstances of the case: it would alone give 
security for the future: and every other course 
would seem to put the friends and tho tmfriendfy> 
the fiiithful and the faithlcffl^on (die same footing-’"* 

Those instmctioiLfl it waa easy to enunciate; to 
carry them out in any way was a matter of difficulty* 
With this difficulty the resident had Uy grapple, as 
well as with others connected with the arrival of the 
BumWy foroo, destined for the invasion of AfFghan- 
istan. The Ameers were expected to afTord fociliticA 
for obtaining supplies-—they atiorded noue, hut, on 
the contrary {those of Tiyderahail at least), were not 
unnaturally anxious to tluow every possible imixidi- 

• Letter wmOwy with i^tiv^a^or-gcaeral Uj rewdutit in 
Sipdc. September 6, ISSfl.—Sindc Papers, p* 40. 
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ment in the way of procuring them. Tbrougli tbc 
esertiona of variotis oflBcerEj tbe force^ boweTcrp. 
was provided with the means of advancing; and 
it gradually approached the capital of liower 
Si tide* 

The resident had deferred making to the Ameera 
a definite communication of tbe views of tbo British 
government as to their future position till tbia 
period, and as u diplonmti&t be acted rightly. The 
Ameers wore intensely averse to even tbe pasEage 
of troops through their territories ; tbe notion of a 
Britts]I force permanently oecuping any part of 
those territoriiss had iiover eiiteresl their mindB.* 
The time at length arrived for suggesting it» and the 
draft of a treaty was submitted to tbiMi^ the second 
article of vrbicb di>ctBrei] that the governor-geneml 
of India had eornmandei] that a British force should 
be kept in Sinde, to be stationed at Tatta, whore a 

* Thtg ^ppwi the commiuiicfttiQa& of Cotonel Fqittiuger 
to hifl gOTemiaejnr* " I now beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the iBtL ulttmo ; acil^ ofhlrr moEt ntttulif odudj* 
mg thE? iiutroctions coiiTieyed hf lt« I am ohli^d eaEdi^j to 
coofe&ip that 1 ^d, m jieU placed in a lituation ini which [ can 
indulge no hope of EiLrr|TDg the governor-general a eommanda 
intxi c^ecl oti the prindplF prfigcdixd. My despatche?, fititae- 
quciat to that of the 2iidof November, will havt vhewn the abject 
fttnte to wlikli NoOf Mahomed Khan hsA been reduced^ by my 
ttfuial to treat with Imn rriativF to the money paymnot to Shah 
^hodjah-ool-MooIk ; but even when lahottripg under bin wor«t 
appreheofalniu, it will be olMerved that bo luch idea has nppa- 
renlly ecer czoiacd bia mindj im thmt our uiumate phui wiu tn 
station urm a company nf eepoyp in 8inde; and the moment that 
intcotion it HnuDUimd^ ! think it w\W be tho eignal for k cordiil 
eoahdon to oppoae our iLmngemeuu/'^—Letter, DeCclnbef i5tb* 
laSSi Siiad« page 133* 
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wiutrtnTrient was to be formecb that tlie strength 
of force wfue to depend on the pleasure of the 
said goYcnior-geneml. Thus in the outset it was 
assumed that tlio rulers of SI ode were dependent 
upon the govemiuent of British ludioj for the 
n; tat in ping of a military force at Tatta, and the 
detenu ini ng the amount of the force, were not iiiaile 
subjects of mutual contract: the first point was 
rested on tlic giovernor-geacnLr& command, and the 
second was left to his jdeaanre^ By the next suc^ 
needing article it was provided, that the Ameers 
should pay a sum (left open in the dnift) ” in part 
of the ejfpetise of the force^ from the pre^nce of 
which they will derive such vast advantages,” Such 
was the language employed i the chief advantage^ 
05 fiiT fi 9 can he discerned, being the exchange of 
soveroigTity for dcjjepdepcep 

The dmft treaty was kid before the Ameerns and 
Lieutenant Eastwiclc, with some other British offi¬ 
cers, were admitted to an audience, for the purpose 
of dlscuBsing and explaining this extniordinary do- 
cuuient. Op this occasion. Nonr Mahomed toi^fc 
from a box all Uie treaties tliat ha^l fonuerly In^ri 
entered into with th© British govertiment, and 
significmitly a^ked, “Wliat h to become of all 
the&e?” The question was not an iitappropriato 
one, ond it was followed bj some observations not 
unraithfiilly deacrihing the progress of th© iii- 
terconrse between Sindo and tlio British govem- 
mept. The Amc^^r said. is another an- 

noyapce. Since the day that Sindo has been con-* 
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[lected with the E^glish, there has alwaya been 
Bomething new; yut^r governirtent is never flatis- 
JieJ; we are anxious for your frieiiclship, but we 
catmet be continually poiBocuted- We have given 
a road to your troops through our territorie^St and 
now you wish to reraoln*"* 

It would beuselcBa to pur^uo tlie biFftory of this 
^^eriod minutely. The Anieers of Hyderabad were 
well disposed to resifit^ and the Beloficliee popula¬ 
tion not less ready to support their resistance. The 
British mission returned from tho capital to the 
British cainp^ ilanger being apprehended from a 
continued stay at the fortner plnce^ But difficulties^ 
di^outagements, and circumstances of cmljarraaa- 
tiieut congregated thicik and fast ronnd the Ameers. 
Tlie army of Sir John Keane w^as marching on¬ 
ward to Hyderabad \ the reserve was in possession 
of Kurrnchee. Sir Alexander Bums had concluded 
a treaty witli tho Ameers of Kbyrporet by which 
possession of Biikkur had been obtained; and Sir 
^\"ilIoughby Cotton, with the force under his coin- 
aiiuidp was approaching from that quarter. lii this 
situation the Ameers hod no choice* but^ in their 
ow'ii l^ingnoge, to liecome our humblest skvea,” 
and the ofieusive treaty wua accepted* the sum 
to be paid for the subsidiary force being fixetl at 
three kcs. But this treaty was not entirely ap¬ 
proved by I be government of British India. Three 
of tlic articles which related to the me of Kurra- 
ebee 0$ a port during tbc months when other moileg 
* Siadi! 164, 
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of communicating between Bombay and Sinde were 
n<»t available, were struck out, Inosmudi ne tlie 
KngUsli a'ore in jioasessiun of that place, atid tlicir 
government meant to koop it. In the second article, 
as accepted by the AmeerB, the exercise of the 
“ [deoBure*' of the governor-general, as to tlio force 
to bo maintained iti Sinde, had been restricted to the 
ompluyinent of five thoufland men. This was fjua- 
lifiedso as to declare no more than that “it was not 
intended** that tiio force ahonld exceed five thousand 
fighting men, tliua virtnally restoring the article to 
its original state. By another modification, the 
]rawer of tbo British government was almost indefi¬ 
nitely extended as to the choice of the locality in 
whicli this force should be stationed. Instead of 
being fixed absolutely at Tattu., it was to be cither 
there, or at “fliich other place westward of the 
river Indus” os tho governor-general might select. 
There were other alterations, the most important 
of which was the omission of an article restmmiug 
the British govemraont from forming any treaty 
or engageinent which could [KMaibly aflect tbe in¬ 
terests of Sinde, without tho knowle<lge and con¬ 
currence of tbe Ameers. Tbe remainder it will not 
he rerjutsite to notice. Tho result of the cliongcs 
may readily be anticipated; tbe Ameers objected, 
implored, and finally gave way, by affixing tbeir 
seals to tbe revised documents. 

Thus, in n vety brief period, was Sinde redin^ed 
froTn a state of perfect independence to that of n 
feudatory of the British govcriiraent- The modem 
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hiatoiy of India affords many iristaiiceB of (similar 
chants* but few, if indeed anj% in wliicU the inoor- 
[lomtion has been otVeeted &o entirely witliont fair 
preteneo- The Atneers of Sindo wished no alli¬ 
ance or connection with us; they owed us niitlnrifr, 
and they Lad inflicted on us no injury; but it 
fsuited our policy to reilnce them to vofsalage, ami 
they w'ere thus rodoccih If it he argnc^l that we 
eonhl not have prosecutcii our vie wb in Aifglmnifitan 
w^Ithoiit securing the dominion of Sinde^ it must be 
anewereiJ, that if such were the ca&e, they iuight to 
iiave l>e4?n abandoned. Wo had an object, and a 
legitimate one^ to accomplish in Allghansstaii, and 
as far as the rulers of that country, and those who 
cliUmed to rale it, were concerned, the prosecution 
of onr policy did not violate the laws of jir&tice; but 
if it could not be pursued without invwlirig the 
rights of others, there ought to have been an end 
to all attempts for carrying it out* It miglit be^ 
and without doubt it very convenient to pass 
through Sinde; but we might have coufiticd the 
parage of our army to Upper Sinde^ w here the 
reluctance to grant the favour a€?cni 0 to have been 
less strong^ or wc might have entered Allglian- 
istaii without pairing throtigh Sindo at all- With 
{lunjeet Singh we bad a long-e&tabIi«hed alUance. 
VVhy should so old a friend distrust us? if he did, 
how could we expect to find greater favour from 
those wlio bad always kaiked coldly upon us? and, 
Hnally, if liotH authorities refiisc^l tis that which we 
wanted, upon what principle did we select Sindc 
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for coercion? The principle wias tbis—we could Tiot 
(lafely quarrel with Runjeet Singh, but wo enter- 
iaiiied little appreheuaiDn nf danger from the enmity 
of tlie Ajneorg of Sinde* 

When Lord AuckJmid retired from the govern* 
merit of British In din, the subsidiair treaty wna 
that which regulated the relations of that gnveni- 
mont with Siiidi^ Little of importance had oc¬ 
curred sinee its ratiliciition^ except the death nf 
Noor Mahomed, the chief nf the college of AiriOcrs 
at Uyilembach nnJ some negotiations fortransfeiririg 
to tbo British the maniigement of ShikarfK>ret which 
were never concludiKL It was alleged that the 
Amoerfl had been engaged with various parties in 
correspondence of a tendency opfinsetl to British in^ 
terests^ The charge is not imj probable, and may 
have been true; but it is remarkable tluitthe terrible 
reverses which our army sustained in iVf^banistan, 
and the consequent diminiition of our military re- 
putatioii, dill not tempt the Aiueere, writhing as 
they were* under a deep sense of wrong, into any 
overt act of hostility. Indeed, the man likely to 
bo host informed on the subjiset^ Colonel Oi]tmni« 
political agent in Sindct declared that “nothing 
very definite had been resolved on^" and expressed 
an opinion that sue It changeable^ puerile, and 
divided chieftains” were nut '*ever likely to enter 
into deep, and conaequontly dangerous, oonspiraevp” 
nor did he ^ consider that any thing of the sort 
would be persevered in so long as no Firrther disas¬ 
ters befell our arms in Allghaiiistan." This wtis 
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written on th-e last daj of May, 1S42* when oiir 
prospects ia Allglmiilstan wero Imgiituning. 

Early in tho year lfl42, Lonl liillenbomngli, m 
already mentioned, arrived in Indm the sncees^cir 
of Lord Aoekland, In May> from ^YlJat especial 
Cftuse docs not appear, his lordship transmittetl 
to Colonel Out mm letters addressed to the three 
dirisiona of the Ameers, threatening them with the 
confiscation of their dominions in tho event of their 
proving faithless to the Britisli govemmentH The 
agent was allowed a discretion as to the delivei^ of 
these letters, and in the exercise of that discretion 
he withhold them. 

Tho governor-general was prepared to diapoesess 
the Ameers of their territories ^ but on the sni?- 
po^iition that no sufficient, or o&tensihly Bufikient, 
cause might he afibrded for this fltep, he mcKlitated 
an important change in their situation, in regard 
to the British government. This was the commu¬ 
tation of tho tribute payable by tho Anseers to that 
government, by the transfer of territory; and the 
locatities, where cessions of territory were to he 
derived, were Gpecidcdp Colonel On tram suhaaitted 
to the governor-general the sketch of a sopple- 
mentnl treaty* embodying these views ; but for some 
reason not explainable, his lordship deemed it not 
advisable to press negotiations on the Ameers 
** precipitately,” and determined ^^to leave their 
minds for the present in tranquillity.” * 

• Urtter in podtSca] Apani hi Sindt, lOth of Aprils 1S42*— 
Sinde Paper*, p, SSO, 
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The " tfanquillUy” couceded was not of long 
duration. In ilie month following that in wliieh 
cxpreBsion bad been given to the wish that the 
Ameers should enjoy this inestimable boon of tran- 
qulllitjr Major-General Sir Gharles Kapier was 
ordered to proceed to Sinde, to assume the chief 
military command there. This was not all i he was 
also to oxervise the chief political and civil autho¬ 
rity. Sneh an arrangement, under peculiar cir- 
cmnstanceSi may be sometimes beneficiah The 
present instance is proiioanced by a writer hostile to 
LonI Auckland, and generally favourable to Lord 
Ellenborough, to have been a step, at such a criaiB, 
of very questionable jwlicy.”* 

Sir Cliarlea Nopier, in accordance with the instrac- 
tiouB of the goTomor-genera], pniceeded to Sinde, 
and on the 6th of October, reported that the Amcera 
levied tolls on the river, contrary to the treaty. 
Without waiting for the result of the remonstrance 
which the British representative made on the sub¬ 
ject, that fiinctionaiy was, by instructions forw arded 
in answer to bis communication, dircctml to inti¬ 
mate to the Ameers, tliat he was authorizwi to treat 
for a revision of the treaty. The agent to whom 
these instructions were addressed wTis nothing lotli 
to follow them; and in a paper of extraordinary 
length, he reconlerl l»ia conviction that the existing 
state of political relations between Sinde and the 
British government could not leat—“ That the more 

• - A Gmt CmmtiT'i Utlr Wan," hy Henir L«.hiiigtw. 

p. 2il. 
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powcrfill governmeiit wonld, at no very distant pe¬ 
riod, swallow up the weaker ;" and that “it would be 
better to come to the results" at once, “ if it cmiM lie 
done with honesty.” The difficulty of doing it 
“with honesty" w*as great; hut Sir Charles Napier 
was not a iriiUi to despair. An array of charges 
against the AmeeiB, extending over a conriderablo 
pcrioil, was transmitted to the governor-gcnenilT 
and was answered by the dralh of a treaty to T>© 
presented for tlie acceptance of the allegwl offen- 
ders. By this document, required to carry into 
eiVect the project of obtaining territory in place of 
tribute, certain places were ^Kiintcd out ns centwa, 
to which a convenient ffiTOJrrfwsewJCfli of country was 
to be assigned at the pleasure of the British general, 
and political representative of hjs government. 
Another portion of territory was to he taken to rc- 
wanl the fidelity of the Khan of Bhawlpore 09 a 
British ally. The Ameers were to provide fuel for 
tite steamere navigating the Indus, and if they 
failed, the servants of the British government were 
to he entitled to fell wood within a liundred yards 
of the hanks of the river, witliin the territories of 
the Ameers. This waa on ofTenaivo privilege, hut 
not tho most offensive that was claimed. By n 
series of articles in the treaty, which would seem 
to have heon framed pnrjiosoly with a view to insult, 
the Ameers wore to cease to exercise the privilogo 
of coining, one of the chief chamcteriaticfl of sove¬ 
reignty. The British government were to coin lor 
llieni; and. to nggravatc the Indigllity i>llerhd to 
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these wretched princes, the coin wbs to bear on chat. 

* XXXIK 

one side the efiigy of the sovereign of England.” I— ^ 

Thus every transaction at eveiy bazaar throughout 
Siddo was to be made the moans of publicly pro¬ 
claiming that the Ameers had ccuscd to rule; 
tliat they Imtl l^eeome depeadauts of a foreign I>o- 
tentate, and held so nmeh of authority its was allowed 
to remain with them only by the sulFeniticc of a 
superior, or of the servants of that su[>erior. Sepa¬ 
rate treaties were to he tendered to the govftrn- 
ments of Hyderabad, and to those of Khyrpore, but ^ 
they were fbuned upon the same prideiplea, and 
directed to the same ends. 

The Justice of imposing such severe tenns was 
restOfl upon the authenticity of the letters said to have 
been written respectively by Meer tfusseer Khan, 
of Hyderahady and Meer Roostum Kbati, of KhvT- 
porc^ and on the escape of ad insurgent leader from 
the British authorities through the agency of a 
serv'ant of tho latter prince^ As to the letters, every 
ddo acejnainted with Orientaf aflairs kno^vi^ that 
correspondence is constantly fabricated to aid any 
purpose that may he in hand. It is not meant that 
any Englishman was conneeted with the fabmaition 
in this ease+ puppoBing the proco^ to have been re- 
fiortoci to, or had any acquaintance with the matter. 

The Bnpposition is unnecCdwoLry ; native adventurers 
have great tact in guessing what will be useful 
or acceptable to those above them, and a rare 
(acility in counterfeiting both signatures and seals. 

The authenticity of the letters waa ilenied by 
VOL, VL 2 E 
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tUeall^a wTitPw; the cieniat is certainly not lo 
be feceived as conclusive ngninst l>clicf in their 
authenticity, hut such belief ia not warranted by tiny 
sufficient evidence. The seal attached to the letter 
professed to be from Meer Nusseer Khan differed 
from the onliiiary seal of tliat prince, hut was said 
to com?spond with another seal which he was re[>rc- 
sented to possess. The authenticity of the letter, 
however, w'as doubted by at least one very com- 
petent judge,* The letter of Meer Roostum Iviian, 
aeconiing to the admission of those who brtmght it 
forwiu^ in accusation against him, could not be traced 
to his cogiiissance; it was helieved to have been 
written by his minister, hut whether with or with¬ 
out his knowledge was not shewn ; luid thu escajs? 
of the prisoner from British custody was in like 
manner traceable no further than to the agent hy 
whom it was effected. Certainly the riglita of 
princes were never assailed on such slender ground 
as these charges afforded. Hut it was enough: 
for reasons not then disclosed, it was resolved to 
go forward with the process wljich had been com- 
menceil under a different admiiiist ration, to tighten 
the grasjj of the British government upon Sinde, 
and thus to acceJemte the progress of the move¬ 
ment which was to convert that country into a 
British province in name aa well as in fact. 

The treaties were presented for the aeceptaiiee 
of the Ameers both of Up]>er and Lower Sinile, on 
the 6th of December, They were nccompanieil hy 
• Mr. Cleric, envoy it Lotioic. 
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letter? from Sir Charle!? Napier, inthiiating lii» in¬ 
tention to taka immediato posseBsion of tlie clifstricta 
whioli it was propoKK] to jisslgn to the KImn of 
Bhaw]|>ore. The lettem vrere dated the lat of the 
month; and on the IStli pnhlicitj was pven to the 
intention hj the issue of a po>clanmtion, signed by 
the British genemi, which, after ri'tdting the ordem 
under which he acted, and the purfiose which he 
had in view, declared that if the Ameers should, 
after the commencement of the ensuing year, collect 
any revenue in advance, or impose any new tax 
witliil) the districts which they were destined to lose, 
tliey should he punishcMl hy amercement. At this 
time the new trenttes were mniters for discussion 
—they hail not been ratified — dhey were more i>ru- 
posaia from oiie party, which the opposite ^uirtica 
might reject; subject, of course, to the penalty 
attached to rejcctio)). But it cannot fail to ho o]>- 
florved, that Sinde is dealt with by Sir Charles 
Napier as though the riglit of the governor-general 
of British India to parcel it out at his pleaniFC were 
uD(|uestinno<l and unquestionable; and, moreover, 
os if it wore desired to exorciHo this right in a 
manner os ortetifliveaa possihlo to thoso who were 
ti» suffer privation from the exercise. Tlio direct 
tendency of the proclamation wna to rondor the 
Ameers contemptible iu the eyes of those whom 
they were yet, perhaps, for a time to be |»cnnitteil 
to regard as subject#. Sucli a course could not 
facilitate the acceptance of thu proffered treaties. 
it was directly nalculated to influence hostile fcel- 
2 E t! 
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iDgB aLradj Ix^lieTed tn prevail in tbcir mincis; tuid 
bad H been detertnioed to hurry ou an appeal to 
the B word,. no more likely Di€sfuis could have been 
devised than tlie iflsue of this most injudicioiia and 
inBuUing proclamation. 

Tlie extniordiiiaiy cotifttitution of the Sindo go¬ 
vernment liaa already been adverted to. An inci- 
detiti arising from tbb cause, has now to l>e noticed* 
Meer Rons turn wasi the chief of the Ameers of 
Khyrpore. He was above eigbty years of age, and 
conseipiently no long tenure of life and |wwer {such 
power as he was likely to retain) con Id be anticipated 
for him. Acconling to the constitutiou of the Sinde 
Btate (if ceustitution it bad). All Moomd. brother of 
Meer Roostum, was the legitimate suecessor of the 
prince in the cbJeftaLoBhip* Meer Kf> 0 Btum. it was 
alleged, wished to divert the succession in favour of 
bis owu BOD I and Ati Moomd applied to Sir Ciuirles 
Napier for support against any such attetnj^t, should 
it bo made* It was prorai^d, on condition of tbo 
fidelity of Ali Moorad to the British cause- But 
something further was wished. The unmanageable- 
ness of a goveniment constituted like that of Sinde 
obvious enough; and it occurred to Sir Char lea 
Napier that the age of Moor Roostum, and a 
pre^nimcd indisposition on bis part to be longer 
buTthened with the toils and vexations of govem- 
mentr might afford means for effecting some modili'- 
cation favoumble to British influence- The following 
Btatemcnt rests upon the authority of Sir Charles 
Napier^ but It ib proper to observe in the mitset 
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tbat It Lb not in all points uDcontroircrted. M™r 
KooBtuin aetit a secret eoEurnuDjf^atioii to SirCbarles 
Napier to tlic^ effect that ha could do nothing, sind 
would mako bis eaeiii>e to the Britjsh ganonilV 
cam]). This step not desired; it was re- 

ganlcd as inconTODient, and hy a very aclroiti if 
not a very straightforward^ piece of diplomacy, tho 
gctierul was relieved alike from the embarrassment 
wlueh would have resulted froui antertaiuing Meer 
Hoostmn in his camp, and from that which w^ould 
bavc followed his refusing him this refuge. As the 
trausaetiou was in many points extraordinary, it 
w'ill he best to relate it^ as far as pia^jible, in the 
words of the chief actor, Sir Charles Napier him¬ 
self It appeared^ then, to him that the ordy 
desirable system to follow in Sinde was that of 
“ making tho chief [jowerful, and holding him under 
tho power of the government,” the British govem- 
raent lieing meant* '‘This” writes Sir Charles 
Napier^ aildri^ing the govemor^genomb " made me 
promise Ah Moorad your lordship’s support in 
having tlie turban, • which your lordship has 
approved of. The m%t step was to secure him 
the exorcise of its power now', even during his 
brother’s life- This I was so fortunate to succeed 
in, by persuBfling iMeer Roostum to place himself 
in Ali Moomd^s Imtids Meer R™stuni, accord- 

* The wurd turWn- it will be peruBived^ ii b^re h™ 1 in the 
Hjne fidiifle a» the viurd crown ia froquentij' cmpJoyeii to In^hntfl 
the Hveni^ty- 

f Letter to g^ve-rncr'EfiQcral, 27Ui of December, l&42i—^inde 
Pkpen, p. 51 
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iuglj% justed of proceeding tci the British cftOipT 
threw himself upon Im brother^ and surrendered to 
him the chief authority. He seema^ howeverTi soon 
to have rejiented of the steps which he had taken, 
for in a very few days he escaped frOTU the care 
of the person to whotu he had been comniended 
by the British generaJ.* 

The flight of Meer Roostuni—his first flighty 
namely, that which was followed by the gurrender 
of his power to Alt Moorad^-excited great con- 
^terTiatfcn among his family and followers* They 
forthwith fled, but not ti> the Britiah camp nor to 
Ali MooiRtci Their choice was tlie rleBert, and tho 
greater portion were reported to have sought mifety 
in a fort called Emauu Ghtir* Thither Sir Charlijs 
Napier resolved to follow them^ and conmiGiicG€l hb 
nsiiri'h without delay* No certam intelligence ns to 
a supply of water being attainable, it was ileemed 

* Tkut tl^e inUigoefl of Orientid pricesfl should be ineAptkubk 
IB cothiug new. Unfortunately in th» inatwice the ^randuat cf 
the genernl h iuimplicntdc fttso, and Ins itatemeuta ijreeou- 

cOfiibl'e iinti] hcfthtJl fuimah Adaefurtlier explanation. AjJ mxonnli 
given by him been clodcly fnlkwed In the narnttiic whicb 
will be found in the text; but it ought not to be comieided thnt 
the letteTB of die galliint guneml^ written at different period^j cun- 
t&ined diEcrepfUiciei unGuutinjv to pOEitiTG coDtredlctiotu* Tlvt 
Recount faUrOwed above wua written only eight daye after the 
tnLmiiirtioQa Teeorded, lUid ccunddcswith mxolhertiiQre briefp which 
bean date on tbo day after Mccr lioofituin fiought shelter with hin 
brother. Any tctuler diapoErd to exercise bii ingmuity in on^ 
rarelliag the perplexities and rccnnoiling the dixcotihuicc of tbla 
oHair, all reating on the authority of Sir Charles Napier, 
will &nd abundaut opportunity In the papers on the subject. 
Bum notice of them will be found hereafter. 
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pnictciic, to take forward only a veiy aTuaU foreo. 
It ontisifltiitl of three hundred iitid Jiftv men of the 
Queen’s SSnd, mountci] on camels (two on each 
iiuimal), two hundred Sindean horse, ftJid two 24- 
pounder howitzers. The want of fomgi' rendered 
it riecessaiy ttt send back a hundred and fil^y of the 
lioree. The rt!Diaiadcr of the force encountered the 
difliciilties of the desert march, which wore ijreat. 
and reached Eniuntt Glmr, which place was occu¬ 
pied without difficulty, and destroyed. The fort 
was stated to lxrlonj( to All Moorad, w'ho consented 
to its riestruction, Tlie march of the British gcnoml, 
and the capture and destniclion of a fortress beloiig- 
jug to some or other of the authorities of Sitide, 
took place at a time when we were pr(jfessedly in a 
state of peace with all. It Is greatly, therefore, to he 
desired, for tlio cretijt of the BrUisU uamC) that the 
statement above noticed should bo correct. It has, 
liow'ever, been disputed, and with some appcjamiice 
of tnitU. The fall of Eiuaun Ghur took place early 
in tlio month of January, 1S43. 

The event was not without effect; but the 
Ameers W'pro yet naturally anxious to put off the 
evil day, w'hich was to divest them almost of the 
very semblance of sovereignty, Aliyor Outmm, 
whose powers had been w'Ttlidrawn, and wlio had, 
consequently, retired to Bombay, it was thought 
might, by his ^reieonat influence, he able to ctfect 
someth lug in the way of dlminlslung the reluctance 
of the iiriiiccB to sign the sentence of their own 
virtual deposition. He returued, held various coii- 
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lerenccfl with tbe Ameen?i atul finally prevailed oa 
them por&oaally to affix their aeiila to the treaties.* 
Bat there were other partied who citumed the 
privilege of judging beside the jVmeera. Tlie Be- 
ioDchee tribes—bold^ fierce, and mtractahle—were 
greatly excited agnioet the Bijroj>ean intruders, 
who, by no bIow advances, were establishing their 
own authority jmpreme in Sinde, As the British 
coToinissioncr and his attendants deported from the 
final conference, they were aj^iled u*ith execrations 
from an assembled crowd, who were rcstnuned from 
more dangerous expression of their feelings only by 
the presence of a strong escort of hoi«e, sent by the 
AmcerSj under the command of some of their moat 
infiueutial chiefs. 

One great point on which the Ameers had dwelt 
in their conferences with Major Ontram, was the 
wrong which the British authorities had caused, and 
continued to uplioM, in the transfer of authority 
from Meer Rot^stiim to Ali Muomd. It was stated, 
that the surrender of power by the latter had been 
the effect of compufsion ; and aceitig that the aged 
chieftain was altogether in the hands of his brother, 
it is very probable such was the feet. TIio political 
move, which the British general thought a master¬ 
stroke of diplomacy, thus became a chief cause of 
embarrassing the negotiation, while it placed a 
chief, venerable for his years at least, in the position 

* With the exceptum cf otis cf the Ameei* of Khyrpon?, who 
xUegnt tlut hU moI wbi bi tins pweteion of hi* hrotbor, md 
promued la the trutj at m ftitiin: dintp 
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of aa oppreR^d aud injured mBu, aad lofl: on tbo 
«liouldei^ of the highest British authority in Sindo 
the charge of being the principal author of the 
chieftain’s degradation.* 

It wafl cijiifitantly represented by the Aioeeiis, 
that tlse oontinued advatice of Sir Charles Napier 

The embnrm^ijhig litujitiiiD in wlikh Sir Cbaxlcft 
|iinrwi bjiUAelf b]^ hii proc^dhi^ in regurdl £□ Meer itoofituiu 
nnd Ah Mmrsd web obi'iuiizly hit by him ?iqy dei^ply, hji may 
be Besi ly A caU^iim of bii Atutcuijciits on the lubjMt In tlie 
BtncJc Papen unJ the atippLcmentary collectioti. 

The first nalMb of the affjiij to be found in the printed pApera 
oceoni in a ktber from Sir Cbnrles Napier tn the yovia aor^i^uvi 
ilntcd SuJetuT^ Dooember J20th, lS42p which eDmiiLonees thu» :— 
" I hod a secret mesRH^ fiiam Mfier Roofltqm, Tho bearer hud 
DJI gp^n letter ia the uauiil unmcEnhtir cd the Durbar t hat 
the mesaenger privntelj^ fnfgtmtd Lieuteaant Browp., iJiat llmifitiim 
could da uotluitg, und wQuld ^cape to my curop. 1 did not like 
this, sa it would tuive embnrrE&Kd tto tetj much how to net: 
but the iden struck me nt once that he might go to All Muorud^ 
whn might induce him (aa a funiiy mTEngcLment]l to reBign the 
torbuu to him (M AlQorud)^ capcdally na Itocwtum ha* Ling 
been defluniii of gettiug fid uf thi* chmge of the lalpoon, 1 
tlierefmrc secretly wrote to iloostum and Ali Mootad* and about 
QQE o^olock this marcung [ hnd an eiprean from Ah Moorad* to 
say that hli brother k safe with bimi md that he rc4]uestcd mo 
not to moTE tjpoiti Khyrpore befare twelve o'clock to-dsy* to give 
titTrtj^ for hSs womco te get away La soJety. ThiH t protoised, and 
the more rcsdily, &a 1 could not (from other drcimutanceB) moru 
before ta-ioorrow. Ati Mooreil ia now Tirtually chief | for, if 
Meer ttoostum does not bestow the rurbau upon hitn. he wiH, at 
hJI orenti* be giudcd by Ali, into whoac hands he ban toluntarily 
tkrown himself. Ali Moored was more powerful than any of the 
Tdpogre. even when Meet Honetuin'i naino and power were 
hh^; now hr is UTesiitib1c> and in alliance with ua 
besdesd" After a few further obsernitions. Eh Charlei Napier 
briefiy sums up the resullB of the course which he had fgUuwed t 
and ai the bead of the supnaary stand the three points foUawitig i 
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would exasporatt) tlie Beloocliccfl, and cause them 
to Tvmrt to arms in defence of the indei>eudence of 

—''First: that Ali Moamd, thp merit |rarwerful of thn Tnlpotir 
vA •ecnred to otir lulareBt by the of tlic turtMui. 

Second; tlaat tbt fJilef of the Tidpooifl* friglitened nt the ^iatcinci: 
uf bid fftttt iPyj mud at our atcadji* uperolioua to ccKrtt tli£kai, bas 
thrown bimsglf mto bii Lrotlii^r'i powar by my advice, otherwisq 
] abnuld belkve seme trick waa intended. Third: that we, 
LaTiBg^ complete jiewcr qflcr the brother, have power over sJU 
without any ' cLdef-iuaklng/ or any oppamit inteffereiice^ or 
any dletnrliance of the Datoml order of succession^'* 

in nnotbiir letter to the goveraor^generaJ^ dated S7tb of 
December, Sir Charles Napier^ after advexliiig to the dnplicky nf 
tlio Amcettp fiay&, lliia convlctioD opened irpan me n ajstem 
which Dppear« the only one to follow^—milking thn chief powerful, 
anil holding him under the power of th^ goVETntnciit. Thia ma[|c^ 
me venture to promiHa AH Moomil your Inrdihip's ptippnrt in 
hnvlug ihe turban, which your lordiihip haa mppn^vod of. The 
licit rtep wBjs to secure him the eicrcisc of itsi power now, even 
dining hia htotht^r'a life. Thla I wu so fortunate to ancef!ed iUp 
by persuading Meer Roostom to place himaelf in Ali Moomd'a 
himcbi^ lluA hnrat Upon hia famify miii foUowcra like a bomb^ 
RhelL*' In a letter of atill later date (29th December)^ alao nd^ 
dmwd to Ibe goi'emor-geuend. Sir Chariw Napier* wImj had tbeo 
hecoiiiE aoqufunted with Mecf HETOtuffi'a flight fifom his brotberi 
thus wri^ Mcer Hoostum had realgiicd ibe turban to hit 
brother Ali la the most fomml miuiDer, wiiting his realgimtloii in 
the Konm before ad the reilgioos men cqllcctod to witness the 
fcBignation at Dejen- Ab sent the Koran to me to sec It. I amid 
that tbew; finnlly arrangements were tJieir own* but that your 
Innhibip woLild support the head of theb fiimily, whoever it might 
btp accordfaig to the spirit of the treaty i that I personally thought 
it better for Uoastum to keep the turban, imd let Ali Mooted net 
for him, but that he w&s free to do as he pleased > it was a fiiinity 
urnmgemeut, with which yunr lordship would not taterfere.”' 

Tins modi is to be gathered from the first published coUiietion 
of pa^urs reilaliiig to Sinde, uud the amount may be stated as 
follows :^^thmt blecr Koustntn proposed to escape to the Brittsh 
camp, that Sir Charles Napier was dcsiraua of aTcrtiog suck a 
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tbeir country. That officer, however, continued to 
ndvance, nud on the l&tb of Fcbmwy the loug- 

mimine&t, vni auggentcil that the aid ohief ElutuJd take refuj^c 
with hJa brutlisr. All Moomd j that in making thU auggeatiati he 
waa actuated hy a nish ta plw* Ah k-roatad, ut bU events, in 
poMCisiuii of the actual power slhiched to what ii callMst tlie 
turbua. and, if it CQuld be accaniplisbed, in pesaesauju of tic 
tnrban ittclf. He abslHiied from suggestinfi the traJisfer. hut 
thought it might be efFmtol by a ■■famDy Mtangcmmit." 
Afeer Roottum acted on the British general a advice, proceeded 
l(i }mn hU brother, and by hia own free enneent. nr as the rcault 
af CompulsioD, made the surrender of the whan, na Sir Chailee 
Ntiflier hnA 

llie supplemcntnry cdlection of pqjers cunUuus tho fuUowinf 
letter fiom Sir Charla Napier to Mcer ItoOBtnin. wbicli it b to!» 
pmumed ia the letter written in answer to the alleged comnipni- 
cation from the chief to the Bfitieb gcnMal offering to mme to hia 
ramp. ■■ My own belief is, that, peeaopally. you have evw been 
the friend of the English, But you art: helpless among yoitr ill- 
judging family. I send this by your brother, 1»» HiglineaB Alt 
Moomd j liaten to b» advice s trust younclf to hi* cans i you are 
too old for war: and, if battle begin, how can 1 protect you i If 
you go with your brother, you may either remain with him, or I 
will scndaii escurt.for you to faring you to my camp, wluare you 
will be safe, FoUow my advim, it it that of a friend ; why should 
1 he jonr enemy ? If 1 was, why ahuuld 1 take this trouble to eave 

you! I think you wiU behove me. hut do aa you please.’' 'ITiiB 

letter, it will be observed, doea indeetl givie the iietaon to whom 
it ia addrcMod the opthm of cMuing to tho Briliib camp—after 
he had surrendered himself to his brother and auccemor. Ali 
Mnnrad, not at enH: imd imumdiately l and Hir Cbarios Napier, in 
his corfcapcndniice with the goventoT-guneml, dcclawd that the 
presence of the Amoer in hia aunp would emharraaa Lim, 

In a paper drawn up by Sir Chnrloa Napior at a later period, 
mad which will he fonnd in the mpplemenlary coUection. pp* 112 
^115. as on mclomre in a letter to the govrnnir-gmcral, dated 
10th of August, 1843. mwnheretl 153, the writer, after (uiverttog 
to some couvCTsatiMia with AJi Mooind. thus continue; " Socd 
after, a roeasage arriving from Meer Ruastum, cLnniing my pro- 
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tbreatened outbreak took place ; tlio lirat object nf 
attack being tbe resideaco of the Britiali com- 

tettidu the mtjigiieB of hw awn finiiiljfp offiirtfd An opper- 

tunLty cif hAving one itmlh in dcul witLk injEteid nf n faction, with 
whom it WBfi LtupuiiibLe far a cIvQized ^^wmnmnl tn dco]^ wtid 
into whoK intrigun 1 cnpaitleniil it tmtligtiified for a powtrfuJ 
gcwcTnmcot In fibU^rp zuni from the diat [ detorminod nat to entor 
intutliein. I was determined that when ihcnr wha a Lreoeh of 
whether great ax Bnmll, i would hold all the Ameers mpoueJMe, 
mul would not bo pluyod oS like n ahuttlecock, mid tpld, this wa 4 
ilem by one Ameers and that by Another, smd imto & week's im^uiify 
Id find out whom I wiu to hold roeponAible for nggreesioii; for I at 
once SAW» on aniTing in Sinde, that tiua hide^and-K^ shifting re- 
sponaihiUty wus the gumc which the Ameers Lad boozi playmg. Tlio 
profueni of Meer Koostum to oome bto my camp offered me an 
eaay lemiidy for thi# evil i and, having adopted the high opinion 
irhicb A-Jojot UotriLin entE?rtRjnEd of Ali Mooimdp 1 had na hiCfsIta' 
tion in rceommcniliivg hit hrotbar to seek hit protection, and he 
advised by him : but 1 beg the reader to bear in mind — for it is 
A matter of fiiret-^mte imparbuicc, mni nac ujjon which the whtiJe 
gist of the insttcT depends—that, wb3e adviting Meer Boostam 
tn be guided hy his brother, yet having ■uspimotLip in despite of 
the high diATwter given to me by Major Outram of that brother* 
that some intrigue mu^t be going on, I gave Meer Haoetum the 
option and InvitAthm of eoming to my camp, and potting himself 
under my protection. 1 repeat the word' must^' becotiise it is 
utterly impouible for me to believe that any Eastern EHvan can 
act without intrigue. By my advice lo Meer ttooshim^ which, 
let the reader ubeervo^ was not given till it was uiked^ 1 weured 
to Mht Hoofftom the honourable imdl powerfuJ prateotiou of tht 
Britiab govmuncot^ This he did not ehooK to accept i be went 
tn hi* brother, and then ho flyd from that hrolher with hi* usual 
vaoillating imbecility^'” 

All thi* is recuneilAbk with what has hocn olrandy quoted* but 
there it a cokKuiiig given tn tbc ttansotcioni described which la 
stiiet truth they wiU not bear. Meer Rouetum denied that he 
had ever sent th^ mesBEgo upon which SIrCIwlee Kapier'a inter- 
feroopco with bii niavcinente wm* based : And tbe feet of bis kav- 
ing s£nt it mts solely on the aetertinn of tbe moomheo by wbom^ 
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misELJonoti Colonel OQtram* A rlenBebody of cftTalry' 
and infantr)' took post in ft manner to cotnnwmd 

the m&HaEtp mil or pretesdedp wom deliTtif?!!. Bat* presuming 
the mefi&nge tobcgeauinetandapoQ thu pneeumpden SirChnTke 
NapEe^^ thraughnut the papersp grnuiiila tug right to ii4Tw)^ it 
fblJowa ^leer Elooetum deiired to pbcc hkoself in tLe hnndu 
of the BntiBh genentl, but the latter ditl nat wiah to Iwe him. 
Ue advised the aged ehiertaio to go to his bTOther+ «tiii with refer¬ 
ence to tbiA advice, uul the tnRitncr in wlilcb it WEUi givirfip it ii 
liQt a fair stntemeut to fay that Meer Rematum did net choCM 
to accept'' the prctection nf the Britlali govemment. He did 
choose to ficeept it (tupposing the meagEigc to lutve been sent}i 
fnr he hftd Applied fnr it: but he wbj recommended to take another 
couiaer which tuited Sit Charlca Napier belter- T.^t Sir Charles 
N'opler fpeak for himself. In a ktUr to Mctr Rcostnnip dated 
January the Sad^ 1843 (in eupplemctitar)' collectinn, p*7, No, I7)p 
he says : ” Yon know that you offered to come to my camp, and 
that I adi'ised yon ta go to yotit brether'i fortraE instead uf 
coming to my camp/" 

Bat a mote eitmordinajy paaiage oceans in a later [wrt of the 
paper, No. 155 in the BUpplementary collection; it foDows: "rVnother 
thing ] have to ubserra—it i*, that when 1 heard that he had 
resigned the tnrbim tn Ah Mouradp I dlaapprcived of it; and Mr. 
Brawn wUJ recoUect my Ecnding Ali Mounid e vakeel back to him 
wath ^hi* m&^anga. 1 even recomniciidcd Mm to mtuni the turban p^ 
and lauTEly net as his brothcr^s licutEniint. His answer wes, that 
the deed had been mcHMited in dne form befena all the raoallaha or 
prieite* and that it waa impnaaible to alter it. It nf eourae, had 
tmthing to any ^ I had no bosineas to inlcrfeife with the private 
aTTangcmenUi of the Atnceia/'* And in n letter to the goremot- 
ganmml in council, diiUsi the 12th of Augnstt 1843 (enjtpF CoU^ 
No- 15?)p Sir Cltiifks Napier aaysi “ 1 osBuredly did not prasf the 
nbdjcfttiua of the turban by MeerKoostunip not did I even adviso U ; 
on die coatrary, my letters will ahew that 1 recororaecded that he 
should not-*’ In these two paifageH Sb Charles Napier asserts 
that he did not pfttsH the reftigoatsoo of the tnrhan ; that he did 
not even advise it; that he recommended that it shanJd not take 
piice^ and that on hearing that it had been cfected, he disappnwl 
of the act and suf^ested its Toiduice, It may be granted that 
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three aides of the iiiclosure in which the residence 
was sitnated, the fourth Ijeing defended by a British 

he did not pfpcnly Advise tninsffir of tbs tLirbim, siid Mn&e- 
quPTtliy ihat be did not jarew it, but finiui bJj nwn deeknition it 
k tlcAT that W wiibed it j 'Hic idea slrnck me at on™ that lie 
{Mcer Roastum) caigbt go to Ali Moorad. wbo micfbt induce 
Lim, AB n 1kmil7 nrmngeTnent; to rcaigti tiic hirban to him (AH 
Monrnd}/^—Letter (above quoted) December 20 e1i. To tbe hope 
of efecting thii objEct, Iw adTised Mft-r Rucutnm to place lilmeelf 
in hia brDthef*H baudt , as nptMntrB from Sir Uhnrk* Napier's owa 
deekrajjou in Ms Jotter of December 27th to die gavemor-geaeiaJ 
above quoted ^ fioiu tlie lettn- to Meer Kooslom id auawer to tbi5 
wlueh baa been quoted, ond from tbe other ietter to 
iJse same chief- likewise quoted abovti wbtre Sir Chiirleji Napier 
HVi: *■ Vg-u know that you nffertsil to cuine to my enrupp and that 
I Advised you to 1^0 tn your brotber'fl fortress uHtcuil of coming 
to mycunp.^ Furtber, he rccommnndixl Meer Rooitiim not only 
to go to bia bmtJicr, but to listen to bis advicEi'* mid he knew 
full well wbat wLre Ali Moomd"* viewi, Sir Cbnrles Kapter 
liud tbo tnun* expecting and defixing that it Bbould be fired by 
onatber—it was so fired- and bii bLUguagCr in explaluiog hk 
own nhatu UL the tmnHiction, partakes inofrt of tbc ebameter of 
special pleading ihavk might be Inoked for in a man bred^ nut m 
cbnmben, but in eqmpa. In a note upon a atnteineut mode hy 
Major Outrani+ p- of the lupplementary coUactiofl^ Bir Cbnrle* 
Nnpicr «iya : "* £e (the tranpfer of the turban) wm the poaitive net 
□f Meer Roostum, without my otumivancefc or even knowledge, till 
It was done,** It was without the Britiah geniml's " knowledge 
but after tcBdEOg hk own account of bifl in sending M«r 
Hoofitum to Ali Mdomd« cjui any one say that it was without bb 
ccmulvancel 

Bn E besulea denying that he pressed or ndvited the ahdicatioH^, 
Sir Choxba Nnplur says tbal he recnmTneaded that it should noE be 
made, tiul thfl^: his letters will shew this. ITie ouly Letter found 
In the oollectiDii&, which tends to bear out this AsseitilQn^ i* one Ad- 
dressed to Meer Ali McKHwd, under date of the S^rd of December, 
1943 (supplemiiutqjy coUeclitin, p.6. No. 14), whieb cominencet 
tbuj t ** [ think your bigbnefiA wiH do well not to uasuioe the 
turb^n^ for the following reasons. Reopk wiU say that th^ English 
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Btcumer, which, Imppily, hj in tbo river ot no ^at 
distance. A hot firo was rommonced and kept up 

put it tm 7«mt heiMi. the wiU of Mow RoMtuir. But do u 

y^u plcflfle- I only gi ve ymi tny advic? a* n frtend who wkliM to see 
you gimt and pov^iil in Thi# «the with of my government. 

The ^iiniiiW-ginteral hn* npiiiovoEl nf all diat t ha™ aoid tn ytm. 
Ji to be the ebieftw e^vea you power* I alnsuld Esy, aasump the 
turbtm. But it give« ytm none. You wte atitio^ wilhoul it. 
flu one in Binde twn oppoee yon^ no one out of Bindo can □ppow 
yT>u. l*he Bndfili government will feecnre you tiH erto- 

niicfl." I^nw bemin Sir Chnrles Napier eertakily dora expr^FH 
nn opinlDd unfavounibJe to tlie aesumption cif the turbon by Ali 
Monmd, but the force of that opinion \a altoEtther inrntE^lir^ 
by the w'Ojtia do a& yon please.** When n man baa within hlfl 
gmsp tile object of bia bightst ambitiun. and receivea from a per. 
Btm of whtMe opinion ha litnndfi in awn a mUtl diEnumve from 
pofiiesFin^ buBwlf of it. iiotdified. however, by the gmoicui eoaecs- 
ftliHi do as you pl^pop" them esJi bo no doubt na to the result ^ 
he will ** plonse" to fcabe that wbkb be coTrts. Thus acted All 
Moorodp and thu* did Sir Chwks Napier lalend that he should 
act. notwitbstaniiing the afFcchitionor gently dl-aiiiidioff ^ from 
EL itep, which the gcnernl had placL-d Meer llocatum In hii hands 
for the very purpose of foTwardiug. 

The tortuon* couiM of Sir Charles Napier ia regmTil to tho 
tnin^fer of the hnrbnn ia further illustfated by a proclumAtlofU 
which he bsued from bis ciLmp at Kbyipore. on the Ut of 
Jumiary, inid which appear* m the aupplcmcntaiy 

collection. No. la, an p. 6 . In this doenmEnt he says J "Kls 
highness the Ameer Rooetum Khan sent a werrt mewoger 
to inc to that he wu in the handia of bia fimuly* and cxjold 
tiflt Dflt M baa feelings of frlend&falp far the English nation 
prompted him to do, and that if I would rectlvis him be woobl 
c^pc and come to iny camp. I anawcfcd hia highncM that 1 
would ccrtmnly m*elve him. but thnt my advice wna for him tn 
coofiiilt with Ina brother, the Ameer iUi Moomd fOian. He took 
my odvice. He went to the IWt of Eb^ee to hia brother* When 
1 beanl of tbia I was gladp for 1 thought tlmt Sindc would he 
tranquil : that his highawa woulil spend his last day* in hooanr 
oikI in peace. I mewrd with my troops toa^nrtls KJiyipore to 
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for four hours hy the ossailntits; but tbeir attempts 
to effect an entrance were dcfoatefl by the judicious 

force bis tiolciit feinily to disperse itc wild Iroods that ttey had 
GoUectcd. 1 wnt bis ^ord tbut 1 Ehoutd viEit Mm t i 

woit^d tQ ttflk Mb mdrice aa tho mrfangement& for the bcmt 
treeity; I thought that he had a^ii heeame tbp frinid nf the 
gunsTTiTncnt that 1 oerve. TMit night I heanl that be hoil Eoleimtly 
conferred upon M* brother, the Ameer Ah Moonui, the turbaii of 
command over the Taipc^or broths if the heir ta 

that hoiia'LLr+ I them^ht tbi* a veiy wi&s proceei^gi and it added 
to my linire to meet Lib highness, that I might hear from hit 
own lips hII about these tbhi^?a» and report the BHiae to the 
gmumof-generml, being asinrcd that these Acts of hie higlineBa 
would recover for him the good opinlim and fiiendahip of the 
goTcmor-geiienJ of IndU- fccliogB tdwimii hii highitesa 

were thoBc of fricndahip^ hcmoiLr, and peace, t evm adviicd hia 
liighneai'i brother^ the Ameer All Moorad^ act to accept the 
torlaui, but to asoft his brother* the ebiErfp io the am of govern^ 
menC.*' 

The above paoBage k not of great length, bpt notwltbfftaading, 
the ■wiitET feeina to have found it itnpcasiblc to preacrvc any tfahig 
like coiiflktency thmugb iL He dedorea that he thoogbt the 
punrmder of the torbim " a veir wise prnoeedin|r^*' and that he 
wkhed to report it aq dnO aniong voniMiB octfi (what were the 
athera does not appear) which would teenver fat hleer Roostum 
the good opinion and frkndBbip of the governor-general v** 
jiet he goti cm to boast that be had adviiied AJi M wrad not to accept 
die turban^ not ta n^noir iti no act whidi wob wise/' and wbkh, 
moTuover, In the □pLoion of Sir Charka Napier, would be grati¬ 
fying to the head of the govcnimeitt which be served. It k 
proper to atatc that a version of Sir Chnrlea Ntpierk proda- 
mation difering La some respects from that just quoted appears 
In the luppIcmenbKfy coUertion,. but the vonatioiiB do not di^ 
up the Britiih general's character for etmMBtcney or pkia dealing. 
In the BCCDod version p the more Lmpa^Gnt part of the pMsagr 
extracted stands thna That fame evening t bod intelligence 
that hk bighniMi had poofcTretl the tarban of the Tal|wor family 
on bk luothcdT^ Mter Ah Moarnd, bi'cause he was the rigjitful 
pEweesBor of it. I ctsoEidered tliat this wm w*cll, and desired 
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efforts of Captain Conway^ the officer in command, 
4ibly and zeoJonsly enppottol by his suWItems;, 

marc cnrDcatly^ to meet hii bigivnca. La order tliEt I might hear 
from hhn^df what be LmI done; mid that I mi^ht Le abie 
to itatc the Enme to bin lard«blj3 the goTemor-genenil; and L 
thought thfitr h^ hill ob^ervLag rach a o( conduct^ he would 
hare re-eemhliBhed hiniBEdf in the favour of the Britisb gnvem* 
moTit I mj wiah wtun tbmc frvemi&lup mid Lonaur ihould roodnue 
with Meer Rooitum ; and 1 gave hin brotbcTK Mbdit Ali Muarudp 
lulvice he Bhoidd not take the turkm, but that he ihould 
ELSBiBt hia bighniLaB in the arrungementa for b» countrj,** llic 
imdiCT win sec that tliiB lenrefl the mnlter la queihtiau qb it atooiiU 
Tho TOriatinnB betvnecu the IWD ver&lona of the pradauiation nre 
greulcr ilnm could have Leon expected; hut tbey do not nfFcct 
the views of B]r Cbarlea Kupletp ns to the tnuiafcr of the lurhEm. 
nor thd character of hh proocodinga in rcapcct of that tnwEflfr, 

Sir Chfirlei Nophur dlegei, that he not tndf obslflined from 
ndrialng the iTflJisfer of the turbno—that he not oedy ndviwd the 
direct contmiy — hut that after he heard of the tiamfetp he “dis- 
npproTcd of iEteat a message ra^-ommendfng the rcsciaaian 
of the Bot, and oetjuieeced in gitlag it effect only on being fts^^iired 
thi^t it WQ5 hath reguJiuly efxecutedp imd irfeTDCsble, Now it La 
to be feared that the wnrd disapproved” u hete uied iii n nmnner 
wdnchp if net altogether uniA'arniiitiihtc^ is at lawt obacTtre and 
ofjuifXKii]. How ccnild Suf ChnrJa Napier djJiApproi'e of tliat 
which he lifld bJccD poina to bring ahdut, and which he iuvorudily 
nftirnisil tn be dcairtihite for the Britiah govemmciit ? It ia to be 
preauuod, tfierefgre, that in laying he ” disappra^'edp" he means 
nnt that he fch dlaapprobation, but that he eipmsed it Hi* 
ranuDunication to Mccr Ali Moonul mutt liavu been a deliberate 
piece of douhlc-iIealiDg, or hi* iTowalp BGivraJ weeks befoiCr uf a 
desire that Afcer ItcHiatain rhuuld give the tujiiaii tn hlecr Ali 
Mooiadji muat have been Insincere, ^fhere l« no rcawn for e-m* 
bracing the latter hnuich of the lilleruatlic, nnd^ conacqueutlj^ 
there b no choiee but to ciroept the former, 

Alter Roofltuni, nfLcr going to hit brother Ah Mcraradp tu ad'^ 
vised by Sir ChadcB Napier, and jmrraiidering ta that brether the 
turban^ at wished, though not udviictU by Charlea N^kpieri 
*ubeeqiiently fled from Lla brother,, dedured that tlic aurtrudex uf 
tile turluiu waB catorted ftura liitn [at mott piubobly it wn^j^uid 
VOL. VI. 2 r 
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Liou tenant Ilrturding imd Knsigti PenHpfxitlv^rt of 
her Majesty’s 23nd. and I)t two voltiotccTS, Cnptain 

tliBit sir Churleg NupiCT Imi recowmeaded him to ga to 
hii hrather, and be go^erDod by bia wLIth rKQtn. 

mctidiitijitt he tad followed^ On thii Sir CMei Napier re- 
maxUs, m n latter to Mnjor Outm-tti. Feb. 1843, Supplo- 
mcnhiry ColtM^tion. pn^ aL>. Nop 57 s—ptea «f 
being: aent to Ali Moerad by me i* n nbaHow nETpiJr ^ bwanae, in 
iho trBt ptflii;^ be ftent a Hftret masHtigc {hy iMoyadeen, I btbcTc 
Brtma told mp), to fifty be tfiu* lo alJ infcnta a priEoner m Kliyr- 
pore, rrod that be had tried to Bend amiy bis hnnUj-p find wnfi 
oLl^fiil to bring tbimi bacb after they were ntj their nmd, and that 
be 'woold eifciipe and come ti> my enmp* Bfonn ktiowi eJi this 
mnttcrL *rhe meassniror taid, ho {itooBtuin) would do wiiateTcr 
t nddEed- My answer wm, 'Take your brotber's advice; go 
to him, and cdtJicr alny with Inm* at I e*i£ort yon to toy 
cjftmp/ His iyiag from hii brotlicr'a camp praties that be ™ 
not ft prianner; Ms not flying to mine proTCfl either bis du]i]ieity 
or hia iiftbeciilty : t believe the Iftttcr ; but imbcdlityifl not a leeri- 
timate pstcuae for rulura^ I have only to deal lAitb bus ftetft ( be 
plfiycd you die eamc trick j lie even now ^E&nda out; he anmot 
ftny Ali Moomd stiSl influenceB him, Ibeli^ be did at Bjmlr but 
docs not now; and 1 am bulf inclined now to doubt the fact, 
though 1 did not do ao Lt firit; but, as 1 eaid, the intrigues of 
th™ people oju nothing to me j only 1 Vill not Itt Lia cunning 
uttempt to cost bis condnet upon my adviec pftftft. He went ecn- 
txary to my ndvipep and now wants to make out that he acted 
by it- [ wnd you n copy of my letter." A more estnmrdlnJiTy 
and poJiifu] specLmem of douodcring than is nffurded by tlaiB pns' 
sage^ ta rarely to bo found. ^ * Booatam'fi plea of iiehlg sent to Ali 
Moonudby" Sir Chaxlefi NapioTi waa not hWIuw nfibif;" be 
wnfl BO Biint, and no sapbisby cim explain the ftict away, ludeedi 
a few liuci after the above. Sir Cborlies P?apicf udmltr the foot. 
'" My UEwer wan, ' Take yom brcrtbcr^B advice j go to himt ^nd 
atav with him, or I will Cfioort you to my camp." The 
recklesi mode of argning adopted ljy Sir Charlcfi NapieTi, in regard 
to Moer lloaBlum''ft fiigbt from hiabrotbciF, m notleaB rcpULrk&ble 
than the rest of ihe passage—hU flying from bis brnthef'» caimp 
proves thiir he wea not a priAoneT' '^-did Sir Charlo* Nopier nevLir 
knoH' of m prisons miMng hie escape ? IFi? not flying to miiKr 
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Grocn^ of the 21 at native mfaiitnr+ and Captain 
Wells, of the 15th. Captairi Brown, Ben(;ffil engi- 

either his dTiplicity or his imbctilitjrJ" It proves ncitiicr one 
nor tho otheTi though pcKwahly the old chief might be iintlcr this 
iuhuence of both ; hut, it ill evenUt hia bad bttlc canw for canG* 
deuce tu one who hnd reeflmmended him to tniBt hinLBolf to tbe 
ndvice and keeping of a rival, by whose threats or rajnlery hiP 
dignity Imd been suhvertid. The concluBloni of the above estrael 
Li worthy of ali tlsat prectdcH it_ "■ 1 wiD not tet hie niniiing 
attempt to cant his ecuiLluiTt on my advice pans. He went caebury 
to my advice, ond now whuIe to make oat that he acted by it. T 
icnd yoa a copy of my letter." On first roading tbia, it ia impcM- 
sdide not to suppose that the words " he went contnuy to my ad- 
vice” mnat apply to thu dight of Mccr Kotisttiui from hbi brotbur, 
not iti bis going lo blm i but ibc iiccaracy of ihi* couatruction 
seems doobtFabhcrmiao the letter, a copy of which is referred to- 
m that Eo Mcer Rooatumii in uoswlt to his lecret commUMcation, 
and whhdi is quoted cdiove (page 4'27J. If it be meant tiuit Ateer 
[toustuiu went to his brothtr enutrary to Sir Cbarlcs N&pier'a 
advice, the ossertfoa hs one of the boldcEt experiments npon tbo 
cxtxmt of btnium credulity ever hoxorded^ Aftor tht moat cMefnl 
consideration of thia ^lassage^ no out can feci sirtiafied that be la 
In poaKSMU of its meaning; mid the impression lidt on the mind 
is, that the writer felt that he wma atraggllng with lidhcuItioB 
whJeh rocM not he onsreome j that he was eonsciDua of the bad- 
nesfl of his cause, and of tlio imposslbilil^ of making out even a 
pUnsiblc caw in bii favour. No degree of ingnaaity esm give lo 
tlie conduct ponrued towards Meer Tlo«tnm the colour uf 
atroightforwTiJibieEa and honesty. 

Tliroughout this inquiry, the conduct of £^hr Charles Napicr 
bns been tried solely upon his own testimony. Much might be 
added, if the Btatoments made on tbe o-ther side were idmiltcd ; 
imt it IS bettor that die cnee ■hould be retted npon cvidcnccp to 
which cveo the &icnda ond djefenders of the Rritish general catimrt 
ohJ<^t. Upon Mich evidence it ii dear, that through, not in ajj- 
pcoomce, Sir Charles Napier wu in inbstoncc,tbe party chiefly in- 
strnmcutnJ in transferring the power ami statmn of Miser Itowtum 
to MeerAli Moorad ; and Uial, subsequcnlly-finding that the 
net wwa regarded os fnlious, be Tumly struggled to rdkivc Idtnsclf 
from respuuxibDlt)' in reapuct to it. 
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neerfa, wfis ilispatchenl to tlie Bteamer, and them 
rcndcmd Taluablo assistance tn directing her fire. 
Tho number of men under Captain Conway was en* 
tirely ]nade<]nat;e to any protracted defence, and the 
stock of ammtnijtjon was Bcontj. A rcinforcenicnt 
of men and a supply of ammunition were expcetc^l 
by another steamer, hut she arrived mthout either 
and it became obTious that there was nothing to 
be done hut to effect a retreat with as little loss 
possible. An attempt was made to remove the pro¬ 
perty within the residence ; but the camp followers 
became alarmed, and after reaching the steamer 
with their first loadR, could not l>e brotight to returns 
while thu fighting men hud etn|doymeiit more im¬ 
portant as well as more stiniEg than looking after 
baggage. The greater portion of the property tatis 
therefore abandoned^ and the British party evaeiiiLted 
their quarters in a body, covered by fi few skimdsliers. 
The movement was effected with perfect order ; and 
tlie British commander, with his brave escort, arrivcKl 
in Sfitfoty at the camp of Sir Cliorlos Napier. 

There was now no mode of deciding the existing 
diflbrciices hut by the sword. Sir Charles Napici- 
acc^irdiiigly aclvaticed to a place callcil Meeanec, 
about sis miles from llydcrahad, which he reache^l 
on the 17th of February, where he found the Ameers 
posted in great force. Their [KKUtion was strongs 
their flank being protected by two woods, which were 
coimDctod hy the dry bed of the river Fulaileot 
having a high bank, behind which and in the woods 
were the enetny [Histed. In front of the extreme 
right» oju! on the edge of the wood protecting it, 
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\vm n vHliige. Iljiving made his ebtiorvatiouSt the 
British general prepared for attack ? jMJsting kis 
artiUcry on tlie right of tlie line, and sending 
forward BkjnniBhGrB to driTe out the enemj^s force. 
The odviLDc^ then took place from the right in 
echelon of battaJions; the left being declined to 
escape the fire of the village. The ortilleij ant! lier 
Majesty^B 2Snd formed the leading echelon:; tlic 
25tli native infantry the fiecond, the 12tli nativo 
infantry the third, and the Ist gteoadior native in* 
fantry the fonrtli. 

At>cmt a fuindred yards from the honk the Britisli 
t>|>oiietl the Ere of their musketry in answer to that 
of the enemy. Thenceforward the ndieiaJ details of 
the battle are neither very full nor very elcfir, Tfiie 
much IB certain, that tlie conflict olietinate luid 
ftttnguinai^', and that for a time the event was 
doubtfuL The EritiBh, however, conthnied to pres« 
fletejininedly on their opponents; Jirid n charge 
fruiii the Dth Bengal light cavaliy'(which fonned the 
niserve), aided hy some Sinde Iu>rst!!p completed the 
discnmEtuire of the enemy, who slowly rctireil. The 
victory cost the British a loss of Eixty-two killmh 
and one hundred and uinetj-fivo woundetl* Among 
the nimiber was a laige pro[K)rtioii of officers.* The 

• nic foUowiD^ li a list of till? wLo fiiiffeiti] 3— 

Qth regime! liglit cavidry—Lieut. Bt- Copaua lUid Adjatwit 
UookaotL, killed : Captmu A. Tucker, Lt. Bt- Cnplilti Smith, 
Lu H. C. Blovrden, EoBigii J. H. Firth, woimdcd. 

Her Afiijcsty's "J"iT»d resiincnt—C-Aptulu W, W, Tcw* kUlLiJ j 
LiLnt.^Col^ li. Pejiiicrailier, Captain CkaavAy^ Lieut. F. F, 
HurctJiijfr EiiAiga B. F^onduthcr, Envigri tl. Ekmdeni woimdeii. 
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loss of the oaoiny ^ as cstitimtod at five thouaond ; 
but this amount s^ms incredible,* 

Immediately after tbe battle six of the Atnccrs 
(three of Khyrpore and three of Iljderabad) surren¬ 
dered themselves iirieoiiere i and on the 2tlth of 
February Sir Charles Napier entered the cajutal of 
Lower Slnde. But the contest was not yet at an 
end. Shere Mahomedt Ameer of .MeerfMjre^ re¬ 
mained in anus; and on tlio S4th of Mimdi the 
British commander marched out of Hyderabad to 

]2th regiment iiad?c mfauby—Cveptain ond Bt Major Jnclc- 
* 011 . Lt. iinii Bt. CiL|]tnm Mewle, Lientcnaat Wood, kdkd ^ 
EnsigiL Haihrow, wounded. 

25 th n^giment iintiTe inhmtry — ^Major Tewdale, killed ? 

FLdp%, Lirut. ButinlillocL, wounded^ 

St4di‘—Major Wytli^ Adjt.-Geij, uunl H-, wounded. 

* One of tlia mohl picflauig dutieift of a gancfid b In romJnr jii£t 
pmbe to those who huTe diEtingabbed themaclmca under his cam« 
maud. It Is scuedy a Wa ptntifying duty to those whoee hum- 
bfer pTormoc it is to reconl the reefults oT IW fiddler's iLdurtA; but 
tbe Ibt of oflurors faToumbly noticed by Sir Chcirles Nnpier is so 
longp thnt to rntrodnoe tbEnlr into the fziJLt would have the 

eifecC of t^unTortin^ a cenEidcrnhle portioa of it into a mere 
logne. ]t is> hawovor, not httiogthnt each nnmea should be 
oWi and thoy arc cooaequtaitly here prewnted. The officurA jjmo ed 
in the girnerul'a despatch are I^lajoi' TL-c* dale (killed). Major 
Jficltioii {Idllod}^ CnptniiiB ATcnde, Tew» and Cook&on (tJi kiUed) i 
Lieutenant Wood fkillod), Lieutemnt-Cdkmcl Penutfalhcr 
(woundjed). Major Wyllic (wouiidod), CaphuPH 'iWker and Con¬ 
way (both wounded)^ lieutemmtB Hording and Fhayre (btsth 
wounded)» Lieutennut-Colonei Fattla^ SfajHir Story^ Captain Jaoobr 
Major Lloyd, Cnptidiie Whitlie and Hutt, Major Waddington, 
Major lioid. Major Fnole^ Captain Jacksolir Liou tenant J^IcMnitlo^ 
Major MoRnBrftu'n+ Lufututmiit Prdly* Liputeiiant Thctpipson, 
iJoutenimt Vonoghu^band, Cajitalo tlmderauD, Lk^utenout iki- 
lean, Ijirutirnant UnUaw^ Captain Taite, LieutciuinU [xjcaott and 
Ilrciman* 
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attack liini. He fnuii<l him at the heail of a gr^mi 
force posted behiDcl o rmlldif 'W’hich had been par¬ 
tial ]y scar[ied and otbenvise etreu^thened. SUere 
MiJioniiHl, jiercetvliijjf that the force was 

out-flaukiug him on tlio rights tiioved in that direc¬ 
tion ; and Sir Charles Naiuer* l>clieviiig- that the 
movcniont drew him away fruni that part nf the 
nullah prepared for defence, clioflc the moment 
for commencing an attack. A trof^p of hor^^ 
artilleryi nnder Major Leslie, was ordered to iuofo 
forward, and endeavour to rake tho nulhdi, while 
the 0th light cavalry and Poenah horse were onlere^l 
to advance In line on the left of the artilleryv whioli 
was supportetl on the right by her Majesty's 22rnl ; 
tliat regiment being, however, considerably retimh 
to avoid interfering with the obliquo fire of the 
lirtillery. The artillery opened upon the enemy's 
position, nnd the British Hue advanced in echelon 
from the left, the Queen's 22iid leading the attack. 

From the official account of the battle, the fol¬ 
lowing particnlars are to be eoUeett^d. Tiio enemy 
apiMjaring to Bhriiik from tbe cross fire of the British 
artillery, Miyor Stack gave an impetus to their 
movement, by n brilliant charge U]a>n their left 
dank with the third cavaby, under Captain Detamaiii, 
mid tile Siiide horse, imder Captain -Tacob. Thei*e 
tmoj^s crossed the nullah, and pursued the en™iy 
for eeveml miles. White this woii in progreeSir the 
Qneeifs 22nd, under Mejor Poole, conmiaiidlng the 
brigade, and Captain George, commanding the corpsi 
attackc^l the nullah fOi the loft, marching up to^ it 
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uiifTpr heaiy fire of xnatchlockt^ witlmut returning 
a shot, til] they camo within forty paces of tho in- 
trenchment, which they forth with stormed m gallant 
style. Lieutenant Cooto, wrlio was the first rann to 
mount the minpart, seized one of the enomy’a stanJ- 
atila+ and was severely wounded while waving it to 
encourage his men. The cfTorts of the 22ud were 
supported hy batteries* commanded by Captain 
Willoughby and Captain Hutt, the fire from which 
crossed that of Major Leslie; while the Foonab 
horse* under Captain Taite, mid the Oth cavalry* 
under Major Story, turned the enemy's right flank, 
pursuing and cutting down the fugitives. A brigad*^ 
consisting of the I2th, 21 st, and 25th rogimonta* com¬ 
manded respectively by Captain Fisher, Captain Ste¬ 
vens, and Captain Jackson, the brigatlo Ijeiiig under 
Major Woodhurn, was also meritoriouftly engaged* 
flnpported by the fire of a batteiy under Captain 
Whitlic* on the right of which were the 1st and 8tli 
regiiiients, under Major Bronm and Major CJibhora, 
wliich regiments aptK?ar to have manifcsteil great 
coolness and great anxiety for action. Of the details 
of the battle little can be gathered ; and all the in* 
funuation fiimfshcd amounts in fact to this:—that 
Sir diaries Napier, with a force the component 
jviirtfi of which are only incidentally mentioneeb met 
a large liody of Beloochee^ engage^l and defeated 
them. The loss sustained by the British amounted 
to two hum]red and sixty-seven killed and wounded. 
Among the killed were two valuable olliceiap Captajii. 
C* fiarrett, of the Otlj light cavalryp and Lieutenant 
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J. C. Smithy of th<s llombay artillciy* The Litter 
ofliccr fell exhiliitrug tin i oxtail co nf cJesperate 
vnlour^ in riding along tho top of tlie nallah in mi- 
vance of hia batteTy* ’^vith a Tiew of asoertaining 
where hm guns could be brought to bear with the 
greatest eflect-* 

After this battle^ Sir Charles Napier marGhed for¬ 
ward, and took pocssession of Meerpore. The re^ 
<luction of Omercotet sitnate in the dt^rtf and a for¬ 
tress of some importance {with referenee to Oriental 
notlonfl)^ was the next object sought- A detach- 
incut was dispatched agfiiiist this place, originally 
under Captain Wliitlie ; bnt Major Wondburn sub¬ 
sequently assumed the command. Acting on infor¬ 
mation Teaching him at a distance frrini the spot, 
Sir Charles Napier onlercd a retreat when the force 
sent against Omercote was about twenty miles from 
the fortress. At the moment when the order was 
receivc^l, tlie officer in command was informed that 

* The fallnwiag Q&!crfl were wmended :—Lieutenant T. C. 
PbwuBJlp Sth cain|wpy t^emdauu? Iiatbilioti; l^mtefULpit ThIIf, 
of thr PqoubJi hone s LLcuteTunti Cbut^i Cwtc, Evniu^, lyid Brea- 
UMLp of lier 2'2nd; En^lga Fenncfiither^ of t]ie isiiic re¬ 

giment t TJctitentiJits Euit and Wilkin9C3n> df the 2Jiit nati-re 
inffuitiy: Biid Lieuteuuit MeXfordo^ actin^-offitAtimt qnorier- 
movter-gciicnii. The fbtkrwing officen hr fh^imnihl^ noticed in 
Sir Churlei Napier's njpoit df the kiitle:—tieataiJiiit-Ccilon(!l 
Fattle, Lieutimimt ThatnpHos, Major McFbenKm, Identenfljit 
Brown,^ Captain Tucter* Llrnteiuiiti Ralhbome,, Hilh North, 
fiAttersbj, Pcily* MrMnrdo: Majore Lloyd nnd Leahe ^ 
CaptAin-^ Willnughby* WbitiiCj nnd Hkitt j Major Wiuyingtoa, 
CAptoln LitiiitirnBuits OkIUw and Hoili^iui, C^uin 

BJcakiiUi Lieui^aant and Jnfipeetin^-SiLrgcon Bell- 
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cijaFh the pluco IiifI boou nbandoned hy the gftrrl&oii; but 

' I— the order to retire Beemsi to liai'e l}^\i [icrL'luptory, 

and be did not feel justified in disregarding it. Under 
the iullnenee of tliis etnkirro&^inentt the capture of 
Omert'Otu might baTO been postponed mdeJuntely^ 
but for the energy of Captain BrowUj who, niunut- 
iiig his borset performed, without halting, a jouroey 
uf eighty mileB^ under the huraing sun uf Siiide, in 
orflcr to put Sir Charles Napier in possession of the 
report which had been recei ved hy ll ajor VV' c m id- 
bum, and obtain hia revised decision, rennisffion 
being given to odvanee, it was acted lijinii by Major 
Woodbunu TIjo final nmreh was commenced at 
iniduight on the 4tli of April. It Jay over a good 
road, hut tbrotigU juugie, which lieeame tiiicker am) 
higher m Omt^jcote was a]iproachod; and it was 
not dlJ anindg within eight hundred yards ^^f the 
north-west frontier, that a fair sight of the fort eoiild 
bi*r obtained- On a party of honie nppmnddng to 
roeonnoitru* a few armed men shewed ihenisulvea 
on the wabs, and this iradueed Major Woodbum to 
Order Captain Jacobi with the Siiide horse, to pro¬ 
ceed round to the eastern face of the fort, to inter¬ 
cept the escape of tho garrison, if they were dis- 
jHisod to resort to such a step, or to induce them to 
di^JpJny their Strength, if they were prepared for dc- 
fence^ The chief [lersons of tho Plindoo jmpulation 
within the place came out, however, an<l tenden-Hl 
their submission to the liriti^h conmiander, itssuring 
him, at the ^iie time, tiint ihe [lort of this 
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garrison hud flod aotnc dayvi liofons tliitt rc- 

nmined few amiod men ^itbin the fort, and that 
thcwo few had no desire to resi&t, bnt were ready to 
depart, if tlic safety of their Uvea were guaranteed* 
An olHcer was dispatched to inferin thewi tlmt their 
lives would ho sparer], on condition of their coming 
out and laying down tircir orms^ In the meantime 
some guns were brought up, and placed in ^Msitlou, 
Major Woodbnm rightly concluding “tliat the sight 
of tliem** was likely to ” hasten the determiuaiioti 
of the garrisom" There wm on necoBSity for em¬ 
ploying them, the remnant of the garrison meeting 
the comnnniictttion made to them by opening their 
gates, surrendering the keys, and laying tlown their 
amis. 

Sir Charles Napier had directed a squadron of 
ho™ to be left as a garrison for Omercote. Major 
Woodljnm detemiined to add this ii comjmny of 
infantry, and his reasons appear well founded. ^‘1 
heg,’^ he says^ “ to submit to the tna|fir-gcneml’B 
eonBidemtion. tliat foraging parties will, from all I 
can liear^ bo obliged to go often to the distaiirre of 
many miles, and ^ill be reqiiiretl to lie in strength. 
Its there are now’many parties of tho foliowera of t!ie 
Ameer Shere Mahomed Bcatterod about the rouii- 
try, as well ns others of dilTereut tribes, who are al¬ 
ways to be met with where forage ia most picntifuh 
To moke these foraging parties gulUcieDtIy strong 
miglib were a squadron left alone, often leoTe lot} 
small a giarrisFin in the fort; and on this OL^^unt 1 
liavo been hid need to add tho itifimtry, mi as to 
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arlinifc of fill the cavnlrj being absent at one time, 
when such Is rcqnired."'* 

Sir Cliortee Napier cenoluded hiB despatch to the 
govemor-genemh announcing the oeeufmtinn of 
OmercotOi with the words, “ TJius. my lord^ I think 
I may vimture to say Sinde is now Buhdued.”f But 
the subjugation of a country inhabited^ for the most 
partf hy a wild and warlike population, is a thing 
easy hi talk of, but not easy to accomplish. The 
governor of Sinde {for to this Sir Charles Na¬ 
pier had been appointed by LonJ ElIenlMirnugh), for 
many months after uttering this declamtion, found 
that lie had eometliing more to do tlimi inomly to 
make the requisite arrangements for carrying on 
the civiJ administration of the country^ which he re- 
prew?nted sw subdued. The Ameer Shalt Mahomed 
con tinned to break the tranquillity upon which Sir 
Charles Napier had calculated. 1*1 le chief was at- 
tacked on the 8th of June by a Ilritiali force, under 
Lieu tenon t-Coion el iloherts, consisting of tw'olvo 
companies of native infiuitjy^ followed by the 6tii, 
15th, and ii^ttli regiments, a troop of the 2n] light 
cavalry, and a battery of four gnus. Shall Malio- 
med was encaiujjed at a place called rcer Assee, 
with a tbfco reported to nmouiit to two thoiiKiiiff 
men. On the approach of Colonel Roberts, the 
enemy wa^ iliscovered m retreat. Ga]>tain Walker 
was dispatched with the cavalry to intercept this 

^ l>c?patcH ftddrcsKed hj Miijor Woculbum to osEutKiit 
hmt-gcaicnJ b Siode, April a, I §43. 
t IVtjmtch, fltli of A^. iB-ia. 
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movement, and BuccecJed in dtytrojing^ many of 
tho fugitive, Tliy remnJiHier of tbe detacbmeiit 
continued tn advance, and a party of Lbo grenadier 
company of the 2<>th native infantry, scouring an 
inclosuto^ difioovered Shah Mahomed, with threo or 
four gervantB, concealed in some underwood. He 
seemed at fir^t disposed to resist; but Captain 
Travers, of tho 23 rd Unnibay infantry, coming up, 
lie delivered his sword to him. Tims termitiateil 
tlie codeavours of this chief to disturb the British 
ill iSinde. 

Another Ameer, named Shere Mahomed, was still 
at the iieail of a large force of Beloochees; but his 
situation was one of [>eril» Colonel Roborta*^ co¬ 
lumn was threatening him on the north. Sir Cliarloa 
Nnpier, with tho troops under liia fH^nsotial com- 
mandi wiis marching upon him from the eoutlj; and 
another force* under Captain Jacoti, cut him 
from retreat to the desert. The force last nanicd, 
t^here Malionied detemiined to attack; and his 
cjioice was pfobahly goveraod by two consideni- 
tionfl: in the first place, it was the weakest of tho 
three bodies of troops by whom he was menaced; 
and in the second, it interfered with his chance of 
csca}dng the otbera. On tho night of the 13 th of 
June, Captain Jacob received informatirin tliat the 
Ameer was about to attack him; and about three 
o^clock on the niomingof the 14tL, the enemy were 
discovered approaching* The aiivain*e, hnwevert 
was too slow to meet the expectations of the Bri¬ 
tish officer in command; and, leaving u trooj) and 
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a ^oTnpany to pToteert hU canip, he went nut with the 
rest of Ljs force in scareli of the tardily adv&.n€mg 
enemy. The BekH>clieea formed on the bnrilt of a 
nullah, in considerable strength, both honsc mnl 
foot, and opened three gums, which ad van ceil on 
the Bfitisli, and shewed a front of dedance. But 
its eontinnftiice i?nis brief; for no sooner hod the 
British commander formed his line, and brourflit his 
guns into play, than the Beloochees were perceived 
moving off; and on Colonel Jacob advancing mth 
the Sinde horse, they briske, dispersed, and fled in 
all directions, lifftviitg tlieir guns in the hands of the 
British, witiioiit an clTort to save Tlio depri¬ 

vation of these, and of several standards, const itntefl 
almost their entire for five or six ooly were 
kille^K Hilt the dispersion was complete, and Shore 
Maiionicd fled from the held with ten hoisemcu, the 
remnant of a force of abfiut four tliousanil that ho 
had brought into action. 

Since this period Siiidc has been more tranquil; 
hut it will probably lx? long, ere the irruptions of the 
will! lieioocheo tribes shall ceoBo to afford grcniid 
for alarm. 

The proceedings of the Britifih government, with 
regard to Smdev were never [Kjpular in Englatiib 
even the splendour of victojy failed of securing 
public approbation to a course of policy believed to 
1x3 baaed in injustice. The governor-general, ir^ a 
despatch to the Secret Committee, dated in June, 
entered into an elaborate defence of that pidJey. 
ehriously under the in^iresaion that such a stO[> win* 
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not unnecessary. Aa tins docnuient was the 
viiidicntian of a P-eriea of acts regnnled by a great 
majority of observers as of very rjuest ion able cha¬ 
racter^ some exaniinatioD of its conteuts acems lo be 
called for.* 

* Wilk a vkv to roiroE^z, the viodjcatiQb itficilf, lu giv^ in 

tlic piLrUmncntuxy foUaU'H 

"On \h€ withdmwQj uf the BrittbL tirjm«£ fn>m Kiib«uL to tbe 
SuIImIJh I bed to dctikde ^luiE ct^utEc I EhnuEd pEiniuc wit>i respert 
to the InflwoT Indus. I Iwd to decide whctliLT the Lower Indu§ 
Eliutild be dtogether eiiLctiated, and our nnnicfl everywhjcrB tc- 
same the poiitioiM they ocenpied before the Affghnn wnr; or 
whether^ vIiUe tbe old poeitkmfe were re^jccaped upon llic Stitledj, 
certain j^oinU ihoald BtiU ho held upon the Low^er Indu^^ which 
woEibl enfliiru tbe strict peifciriiiiLiice cf commercijal treBldi:!?^^ lud 
give DEI the mUitiiiy comnuind of that liver. 

" T\k£ wttliiiniwil to the SutiedJ^ und the withclmwiil fium the 
Lower luJiiSp Epptatted to me to be roiy different quMtioni. 'fbe 
withdrawn] to the Sutledj woi dictated by tbe elLamt tiewg nt 
military end politicB]: pnideilDe i 1 ^bnll eat recapitidate the reafton» 
fur that meoAurep oa tbey have bnen placed on record in what boA 
been calE^d my Froclunatkm of the lAt of Qetober^ lfH2. 

I bare adopted etcry mcaiiiie which could have the effect of 
f^ving the uppHAknincii of triumph to the reCum of the OTEoicA from 
KiLbool; hut Btiil it wila a retirement from an edvaneed poFitiun^ 
and It wixfi tbe firii tetoymentorer rendered necessry to m Biidsh 
army. 

** 1 wu deeply Aaiudble of the ImprmbD which the rererMA nt 
Kobpol bad produced upon the nundi of native princes^ of the 
native populatlanp and of nur own tronpi. 1 knew that all that 
hnd taken place «ince, and all 1 had eaid imd doqo, although It 
£nii 2 t ba\¥ much dbuitiiEhedp coidd not have obliLenitcd that im¬ 
pression. and restored to our goremmeut. and to our ormy^ the 
place they hud beforE held In the opinbn of Indw. 

''To have added to rctu^ment to the SudedjK retirenuent 
the Lower IndoB i to have aboodotipd every part of the DJvoticed 
pcultlon We had; taken up In LS39; to have wltladrawn from 
Kurmdiee and from Bukkur ooudat the iniidta, and expOAcd, u- 
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The ilefewce commences by n reference to the 
state of aifairs at the time of the iiitlidrawal of the 

wp ghould Iwre bwn, to th-E nttfic^ke ejf the Belooirh&es upon our 
juaLr-^tinril j to havn pmedc^y nbnudaiiEd^ Aa wc ihonlcl thereby 
hflfe dime, fJl the benetita i^hick we plight expect ultlmahJy ta 
dtrivc from the commefcial treatjes cmdiuicd b 163^3 (for it wus 
idle tp impginci aftpr whnt hjid jjnaaed, that, without the jurwEucr 
offo™, tlio^e treedet wadd be obien^rd) ; to baTe abandoned 
nho all the groit pTOPpective ad¥apt^o« wblcb may he cxpcctcJ 
to be derived fiftJna EiitjAtitudiig the ludu^ for the Gnngei* a£ the 
line of mllitiiry commimicfiCioD hotween England nud tbe north- 
west proviDceep mid to tnTe left open to the cuDbitioD of the yikkaH 
or of an Eumpean power, that route of which wc had demonitziiEed 
the pziiPtl£;n.biJJ|y opil the importancre; to hcive done all thc^ 
things, without poEitire luatmctiona from yuu, or witlkout same 
over[Hiwenng neecesity, would hnvo been* in my opinion, oon- 
trory to my duty^ hccaTue iiKiouiiatcpt with our natiofuiJ Latere^L 
iukd the cmtianiil honour. 

Sotili n meaenre would confirmed the mm^t Liiiggetiiled 
nccaunts which had been drcalntcd of onr diaaften. It would 
have bEtm htmailmtlDg to the army. 

** There wna no overpowering neceanty for retirement. There 
IB no diffiimlty in hohling the poBltiona of Kurnchee and Eukkur. 
TEie firat la^ dimng the Laigcat pcrticiii of thp yEar, aeccMrbfo in n 
few dnvs from Ifomboy: the Utter if , dnring the whole yeaTf 
DJOeffBsble in IcEi ciian three weeks from Fereaepore.. We can, 
be^itlea^ Cammand the river by our h team - vga&ri v, if we Imve a 
sufficient nutnlicr of them well adapted to the navigation^ 

ITie mlBuitef^FTctationt placed tipcn acme provlaioriB of tlic 
commcrctal treaty, and the tbudub viulatUns of its letter and of 
ita iipiriiti even while onr amucai were in force hi SUde, eatisfieii 
me that, unleea aomci penalty WTcre Jmpcaed upon tbe Ameera for 
sucli Ufractions of their engagementi, there could be no security 
vrlmtcner Ibr their future olncniLnce. 

** I 9UW tiao|iB collected by the Amcen, cautrnry to their 
and without Jcgitimutc cauac; hut Bach collection of troojs 
in the presence of a Drkijib army in Itrelf, an o0cpce. mid an 
indication of hcitiLlty not to hq mUunder&tood or orvertookiHl. 

Willi respect to the nuthentinty of certain letters of huatik 
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llritipli Jirmyto the Sutledj ; aiu] it la urged, that the 
cjDestiou of from the Lower Indus rested 

clinriictcrp n^crih^ to the Ameers, or to tliDir a[^i!ntS|. yirti wiU 
haTc obserred Low itronglT I impresMcl apDri Sir ClinjteB Napier 
the t]ct*cB 9 ity Qf caution in. cdiueii^ ta a Jetisioa un tbat pn]nt+ t 
KhiJ, ho waver* the fullest rellnnee iipon hU snnsc qf ji^sdce ; and 
with tJiifl j^lumcE 1 fait that he^ on the B^M>t, with every o|Tpar- 
tunity of persoactl conimiinicfttiqa with thqap ccinvETBant wilJi lueh 
fiijitters, was Infinitely mcirg competent to form n eorrecl too- 
cluElcin tlmn I cronjil be, at ShnliL To him * thernforep 1 eonfidantly 
remitted the question. 

** I am HatiRhed with the gronnila upon which he decided tliat 
the lettem were anlhmitic. 

" Major Oufcnini'H douht at to the anthentieity of the letter of 
Meer Kocuttim Khan to tim Midinrnjiili Shere Sing appears to 
have [CEted upon the circumstance of the party whojc infarma^ 
tion led lo the Beiriire of iJic Icitnr, hcieig inimiea] to Meer Roo- 
stum Khan; bott nsEnircdly^, information tendinjr to ctiminate 
Meet Rqostum could not be e^rpected from one of bis frlendp^ 
IJeutannnt Poshing beheved the document to ho gctialrtt^ Major 
Ontrem^a HUggepdouE to Mr. Clerk, oe to the use which might 
be made of the lettefn could hardly have been given* bad be 
imtLTtniiiccl u KEjrioiiB doubt of He autbuntidly. Mr. Clerk dctct 
bad the opportunity of cluddiitkug. In a pereoTiel coofenaiee with 
the Mcibarajah, In which be thought it could best ho done, tlm 
doubts to which thw letter* and the intercejiilEd Icttazr tu Dcwtui 
S awufi Mull, gave rise ; doubfi wIucIl in hit mind, mutt have bad 
reference more to hli belief in the lopdty of the Maliiirajah* to 
whom the letter wua nddreesed by -VtEcr ItoMlum Khim* than to 
hia confideuci! m that of Meer Rooatum* who wastuilraowTi to 
him- Mr. Clerk truly ohaervea, that ■ he does not think the 
question cwuld, nt any lime, be well judged of here tlmt Is, nt 
Simla- I thought so toor uud, thEiefoinep referred the question 
altogether to I5if C. Napier^ and the officers employed In Sindc^ 

" It nppeflTtpbySir CbarleaNupier^s letter of the i 7th Newamher* 
thnt Major Outmm had dqiibE;^ whether Meer ItoMtum woe privy 
to the writing of the letten hut that the letter had. his oeid* and 
waa written by hi« confidentiid miuistcTp thire wu.^ no doubt. 
lieuEiumat Brown aesured Sir C* Napk-r that there could not he 
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m verydirtbront gmuiule* The reiisons far 

the ilifference arp, that anch a conm* wauld liaw 

the eljg^itefit daubt ai authentitily of the letter. Tlieire Im* 
btffcu no officer employed in SindE, upon ^hamo optcian I would 
more eaD^dctiili' proceed tlma fin that of Ueuteuimt Hrown. 
Ei-iay thing that htia cfiiine to my knowledge, with re^ird to tlint 
fi'fficer, hai tended to make mn to tertaln a feeling nf great respect 
for hii ahOlty aa»l liii cbfinurCer. 

But while iJnubtJ have thus been tbrami epon the letter of 
Mcer KjQCfltiita to the Maharajah, none have Siecti entfirtalned 
with napopt to the proposed ngreement WtwecD Metr Rnnsttim 
and Meer Nufacer Khan, * binding; them to ant together in every 
affiilr^ whether for gond or eril^ iicace <n- wtit f whieh proposed 
agneemfint, to the hat qf the judgment and belitf nf Major 
Outram, la In the handwriting of Meer Roustinm himaelf. When 
that propoacd agrcrmcnt m eonaidered, in coanfirtiofi with Meer 
NuMccr^B eooducE, imii with the coUectififi of toDopfip before any 
iatimatLon was giren to ihc Ameers- of any IntentiDn of prejioeing 
any modi6catlaji of the treatyi it is impcaaibie tn m*w it in any 
other hfht than aa an act of 

That the letter of Meer Nasseer Klinn to Becbniok Boogtifi 
bore hia aual, there can now be no doubt, llie eeal upon that 
letter, by ail bdorc beliavad to be tlmt of Meer XuMcer, wns ftrand 
to rorraspond eatnetJy with the sea! upon a letter of that AmfitTi 
whEcb bfijD also the Imndwnting of hli eonbdential moaoiihefi. 

Much cm appears to have been taien to inyeatiga^ oil the 
circiunstmaocB atteodiog the escape of M^dioined Sharreef* It 
fteema Impoalblc to doobt tho pardcljuitian. of Meer Hoostum'a 
mmlater in tli-at esdapfi of an urwumy to the Bridih government, 
proceeding to act hoatilcly agaiE*t a 3 ^ 

I Cannot admit the convenJent doctrine that n chief U mat to 
he n^^poafiiblE fur the act of hia nrnujteti That miniBtcr^ knovi'ii 
to be BO hostile to the Britifili gwremmenl* remained witli Meer 
Roostum to the last. 

I have cndcavoored to judge my own conduct as 1 would 
tlwt of nnolhrr : ul 1 cnmidt thint, in rcTipmng It. tLitt in the 
cirrumstances in whlfili I stood, [ was unjnstiiisd in rec|uiring 
frioni tl« Atneen the ipccLdc madihimtious of their eugngcmcnla 
which 1 iimtructcd £ir Chtulcs Napiii to pmjKiw to thetn. 
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been luuniliatiTij^; that thene no overpowering 
ficcc>9sitj for it; that our adYaucecl ]>oBitioof^ 

" Thw modlficndouA of the exisdiig treaty' invulml dr our 

])iurt tlue ahiUKjaiikDciit of a cotuidcmblc payable to us 

evury yaar by the Ameera^ uoder the imuae of tribute. Thcf io- 
vedv^cej, tmilpufatccilyp the iacri£ce, on tlicir pmtp of Imids of more 
than cquii'alent Tulue: hut the peoaity impoMd dill not mxm 
difiprnpdrtkmod ta the olfbuK 1 hml tea^coi to beli^n! they hod 
committed. 

■' Vmi hjivti bcco in poeKMian of ite teaann which In¬ 
duced me to liLiuk tliRt tbc nboiltion of tribute woji in itficlT n 
good. Vou be-Tic viko Icing been nunLrp of the on whkb 

I deemed it polldo la mahe a giA to the Niwmh of Bbawlpore, 
of tenitoiy which formetiy twanged In hia stele. Had yon 
difiapproved of the geaend principles upon which the new treaty 
pro|ioeed to the Ameere was founded, atill more had you disap^ 
prorad of the intundon t had nonounced ol holding militeiy 
posaesrion of certain poiuti upon the Lower Indus, after the 
cVBcuntiiEu of AffglnmiEttini 1 presume that you would Wvc 
acquainted me with thrit opimnn; in the ehecnoe of any mtima- 
riou to tlmt effect, I hod reason to luppose that a new treatVp 
hosed Upon tliuae priociphah if Icgidmately ohtehiabla* wnuhl not 
be imoccepuble to you. 

Hod the Ameers seen £t te rcjecl the trenty propOBod to 
them^ anti to support tlmt rejection openly by ormSp they wonJd 
Lave pursued a legtimtle course^ and their defeat in lair dgiic 
would have admitted of lubaequent arroogemonte on the Imaia of 
thok rcteiuing n porrioD of their terriEory« and tbe exerdso of 
■ovendgo oiithority: but, Aom tbe £nt, while they of course 
denied the cormctncBii of the chargiss made ng&iiiit them, they 
profeseed their willuignes& to iubmit to the penalty impowd ; 
still, they coTlected mare trooper At kst, having iknwn the Bri- 
tifh i^cral mtn the vicinity of Hyderabad, having then iotoiUly 
aigned the draft of the treaty, theyt with n poitHin of their troopa, 
mode a trencLcroua attack upon the reildende of the BritLih com^ 
misfllcmcr^ and, with nil tboir foreov united^ they oppoftod the 
further advanoe of dor nnoy at Kfoi:ajiee. 

“ It would he to take an ineormt vkw of the treachery of the 
Ameers were wc Ui regard them^ Anm ihwr firet acquiescence hi 
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maintaiiiable wiihxmt difHcult>\ and that it was not 
dt*yirabJe to abandon the Indus to the SUlIis, or to a 

the proposed treaty , ia the first week of [>tcemherp tu the nttack 
on the reudenoy on the I5th of Feliniafy+ um piMeeding l|kui 
any other prioeijile thmi tiiat tif collecting ell tlieir farci» to 
ftomiinnd and destreyoiiir armyK whUc thejeodeAwiin^d to thfocive 
tlie genernJ by profcjssing their readine^ to huhmit, 

** Wlien Sir Chfules Napier gHjqcd tJje battle of ML‘esinoe he 
liad 23,IH30 men in hia front s but he hml niho had far wme days 
10,000 mon in hia rear^ li'ho had croued the Imlui lo ntturh 
liicq. 

Such large aascroblHgeB of anntd men cannot take place in 
any odontry withouE much pre^ioii# preparation. It was in thie 
ca&e levy cit maw of the mling tribe from every part of Sinde. 

Our firat duty b to our ott'^n ariny; and it i& due to tlmt army 
that wc shmiiii not forgive^ or lesve wltliout the mo.*it exemplnry 
and deterring pmihhmcDt, the far-aeeing and lopg-de^yain^ 
treachery by which its c|«tructJaii waa to be ejected. 

"The exam ple of the Afighani at Kalioel was to be followed hy 
the Belooehce* at Hyderabad; but the spirit in which they wore 
met wBa dilfereiLt fitnq that which at Kabool Jed to tht dtstruc^- 
tion of a Eritifth army. 

“■ It waa my duty to mark roch condnet by an extent of punish¬ 
ment which should he a wnnuiig to eveiy rk i <i f upid people in 
fndin^ which should giii'* future iecuricj to the perHCoa of British 
tainiateriB^ acd protect Bn^ih b^pa from ^oeherous aggies- 

BIOU. 

" Ihe battle of Mceanec ontireLy changed the fiositlco in which 
the British guvertunen t aCood with respect to the Ameen of Buitte- 

■'To have placcil confidence in them thereafter have 

been imposaihlc. 

" To have only exacted from them la^c eeuione of territoTy» 
would have been tn gevo them what remained as tlie tucfliH of 
IcTying War for tiie purpcitc of regsloliig what was ceded. 

■* h oreigiicrH Lq Sinde, they biwi only l^inld their power by the 
flworda ami by the sword they have lost it. 

Their pcsitiaii was widtily different fitua that of a Dative 
prince aucceeding a long lint of aricvators, the object of the litre- 
ditary affectiaa and obcdicDce of his oubjecta. 
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Europpaji pokier i that the Ameers had eoiuniitted 
vioIatioEiH of the commercial treaty, anti tliat the 

** Tbey no cLiiia lo CDOsIdcTadaTi oil tLe graundl of ancient 

pa«»caHidiig or of nnHoniil puntjuilice. Gertnitily^ they hiul naue 
mnjiing out of the goodness of their i^TtirCLment. To taksi nd'mii- 
tage of tin! crime they Jmd committed to crperthrqw their pdwcTp 
n duty to the people thoy had ao l[itig^ mlBgovefniEd. 

It woa c-B<!i]tiiil to the settlement of the caiuotiy^ tbnt I should 
take at ouce R dedded i?otirBe with respect tn the Ameen i nnd, 
having no doubt that 1 jujtified In dEthitmiug duem, I deter- 
mmcii oD. at once adopting and EidtiouDciDg tlmt decision. 

Tlicir removal from the country with whieh they wie nc 
longer to Vk connected oa eoTcraigni^ wom n meagre of obvioiM 
expedicnCT+ It hji* apparently had the beneficial clFeet I nntici-^ 
pnted front it. The willing nesqiiiesconce of the pcopio in our 
rule, and ihp acllicalon. of many of thn chida to our goTemmcntp 
art already the juat irnrartk of an mdieeltmtnig and dccifliTe po¬ 
licy, which, 111 taking away eveiy hope from the Amecrip hoa 
given confidence to their late opptc^fied subjects. 

*' Some rcusmnee oti the pfurt of the Ameeo,. 1 regarded be not 
an LmpoEaible evenE, and 1 couAideied thntp hoTing once felt onr 
fitrcpgihH they might thereafter be more wt^kt obaervers of their 
engagements. Treftchery, such ns that we experienced^ had not 
come within my qalcolnliotki. A Ticlcrry^ dctnaire as that at 
hlecanee^ and gained under such ctrtramaUinceSp was to me a 
wholly uiiex|aected evtal. Aa I Iibte aaid+ it entiTefycbmiged our 
pn^irionn and 1 was conipclled at once to decide whaE policy should 
be adopEed in ihc new Etale of things. 1 could not, far the tea- 
ions 1 haTe pTm, reinstate the Auteera. Any other arrangcmrEnt 
ihitfi I have mode, wonkl ha?e impcmed upon na ill the burthen 
of pTotecting a goTcmmcnE^ withuat affordhig ns the menns of 
bcnefitiiig the people or ourfielm. Any half would have 

failed. Adopting the decisive maaaure of taking: the province intn 
our hnnda^ 1 determined to adapt tho means to the end^ and noE 
ta omit any step by which eecnrity could be giTEn to the new 
pofiseoaion. 

Tlic Ameen? wen? removed beyond aea, AU atteara of 
reveiUiE due to ^cm on the day of the battle df Meeanee wrie 
remitted j tho trnnait duties w^re oboliohcd; the Deigfabonring 
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impoflition of some iH^iialty upon tbeiu was, thorofore, 
ex|wdLetit^ tlmt the Amwre were colkndmg troops; 

states of Jeiifijiorf bhA jMeulnaert* were, m wijII qb BhawlpoTV* 
ULtcTEttEfl in the avertlirow qf the BeloodLCqs^ by the uitiiniitian 
that thrir D ne i rol poi^rasiocLf vmuld be reitored. The in hnh ltia nt» 
of Sbtlo were u^ured by proclunaliDii, that the property of aJI 
w'bo Lkid diiardi their arnLB would be respected. Ah £ar be pcd^iblCp 
tbp A^FFnjer officen^ of iLe jg^avEnuutiit were employedi and erery- 
where as little change ad ppsiiihle baa been made, bpytnid tliat 
edBentifil chnugi? of mb&tLtDtin|f foir iojusticc in the od- 

znioidtredoa. The police has ahnesdy attniDed lomE degree of 
edieieney. T be most abLc engiDeerd will be enFploycd for the 
purpose of Eurvsying, and of n^tming, if it Cto be done, fJio 
nncient water-oniirBea whereby tbe HFontiy wad fertilised, and 
etpeciairy that, first closed by the viiuliotiTe and dcftnuctive 
pohey of the nJcra of Sindc, whicb onoc guTo [iroiperity tn 
the dompninua of our ally the Raa of Clutch. 

'* The rajt niictB wideb the Aiuiccrii hare ccrarerted ioto 
sLikargnhs will also be ffurTe]|fedl+ Such of tiie woods od it may 
be neceaaaiy to rotaiu W'ili be carefully preBciTcdj and eibmsire 
partsooj of land, having the ificbesl «m 1* lately mcri'cd for litiol* 
ing-grtmnds by the Amners, will be restored to cultiratioti. 

ibome of those measures hare origiDntedl with- iny-sclf; In 
others I hare bceti nnticipBted by tbc gunernor of Siadt; in nil i 
J know I dlinO have- hut modt cordul c{)--opcTU-tiDO. 

One of tbc mcoinirca which, in the firit loitancc, 1 (ulapted,— 
that for the aliolitioD of skrery,—^him produced an extunt of re¬ 
lief for beyond what f had iixpected. I wm by □□ mcona aware 
nf the degree to which that dreadliil acqm^ge of miuiklnd bod 
added to the nLLEfortones of the people of Skde. 

** It ia impOBBiible to caJcnlate tbc extent to whkiifc by npening' 
nDCiCDt enursed to the wntcre of tbe Indus, and by extending the 
tueans of imgntion^ wc may imprere tbc pioductireDesf of the 
«riL A* little S 5 U 1 wt calcnlaie the extent to which the aisur- 
aace of jirotecti^m given to the people may increaio tbdr Industry■ 
and thus fioully proinote their prosjicHty.. Voti may be aasureiJ 
that no cxertkm of mme shall be wonting ta make the conquest 
of Sinde by the Britisb urnia no lew the doiirct of bnppiaeaa to 
the inhnbitjuita of tlmt country, tlion of ndnntngc to onf own." 
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that they were cluirg'wi with writing' lettont of lius- 
tile charactor^ which Sir Cbjirles Napier detertniiierl 
to be £eiinines thnt tw'nof the Amtiers entered into 
m aji-mrineiit^ binding tlicmjaelvt^s to net together 
in every afthiri whether for goes! or evil, or 

war I timt the j*ervimte of some of the Ameer? acted 
hofitilely^ imd that their mastora were iioeimniahle 
for their aetinna. These are the ground‘d frniD which 
the eoncliisiori deduced, that it was just to deinmid 
the Hiilftititotidn, in phee of the existing treaty, of 
one more faronnible to the British govemnient, w hich 
demand may be regarded os the first important step 
in the dealings of Lord Ellcahorotigh witli Sinde. 

T|je withdniMiijg from the Lower Indus in 
one vitHv, a vciy lUBerent measure from the with- 
drawa] to the SutletU. When it became a i|aefltion 
w'hotlier or not the British should retam their posi¬ 
tions on the Lower ludiis^ the imprcBiiion proiliiced by 
the disasters in AHghanisttuJ had lieon in a great de¬ 
gree efiheed by the triumphant march to KahcHd. It 
will reeoik^tet!^ that hieforo this march the Britbli 
gencmls beyomi the Sutledj ha^l urged to return 
witii all s|>oeih This would, undoubtedly, have been 
** hnmiliutiug,^ mid the edeat mighty t^rhaps,r have 
lieenfatah lia|>pilyf tbo officers commanding, both 
in UpfHjr and Lower AUghanhitan, were men not 
open to the infiuence of panic^ They returruHl, but 
not till after they had vindicated their counti^''3 
honour- Surely, it could not be so humiliating^, or s<j 
disatrous, to quit Siwde at a moment of triumph, na 
it would have been to quit AHghatiistan unilcr the 
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di^ffniee of defeatp Yet the govemor-j^iieral^ who 
waa prcparct] for latter slpp, fihmnk from the 
ft^rmer. It was^ at Iea!^tt as safe to retire from Shide 
virtoriou^, as to retire from A ffghiioistan beaten; 
and tbo difference wldelfc exists between the two 
cases, as far as national mill tar v ebaracter is eon- 
eemod, tells alike, against the ciiurae urged upon tie 
generals commanding in AftgbaTiistan in the one 
«ise, and the o|iposite course Toluntarilj taken by 
the governor-general in the othen 

To the argument that there was no overpowering 
necessity for retiring frt>ni Binde, it is nntieccsaary 
to say any thing further than that its adoption will 
justify a gdvcmmeiit in ket^pitig any thing which it 
is strong enough to hold ; and if a g<iverninent may 
thus arguCt why may not im individual ? The Bri¬ 
tish were in Sinde, nud it was believed that they had 
the power to remain. The ipiestion of ho’w they 
came there appears not to havo been thought of. It 
is tmo, that Lord Ellenborough w as not accountable 
for the original wrong intlictcil mi the nilers of 
Sinde; but ho did not hesitate to add to that wnsugj 
and tbos to identify himself with an evil policy. Fur¬ 
ther—in the doctrine that nothing should be yielded 
except to an overwhelming neccs^tlty, we find a ee- 
vore condemnation of Lord Elleuborougl/s proposed 
policy in regard to AffghonistaD* that of quitting the 
country without an eflurt to vindicato the nationid 
honour. There was no overwhelniiog necesflity for 
this, yet he would Imve done it. 

Rut it was not to be c.xpcctefl that Lord Ellen- 
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boron?]i sboultl aovcf tho Britisli coniH'Otion witL 
Siiide; bffbre hia arrivul in luJia, the rij^hte of the 
Ameers, as indepondeut rulers, had been l iolatecl, 
by forcing upon them a treaty containing provisions 
which they rogariled with givat, and as the event 
showed, with very just apprcliciisiona. It would bo 
too much to maintain that Lord Klleiihorongli was 
bound to set aside this treaty, and to restore the 
state of adait« existing previously to its being made. 
Sneb things have occurred in India os for a govemor- 
gencral sunimtirily to annul engagementfi Holcmnly 
concluded by bis predecessor, Bveii when one of the 
contrueting parties was tlierohy exposeil to min, aud 
w'BB most anxiouH to receive the protection of the 
groat liuropcan power which now gives law to the 
Eastern world; but Lord Elleiiborough might justly 
hesitate at the adoption of such a course; and 
assuredly, liad ho adopted it in the case of tjindo, be 
would have been met in certain quartere by elamor- 
ouB accusationa of neglect of doty, in having aban¬ 
doned the Indue, that gitsftt lino of communication 
with Upper Asia, to wbicli our tiiercbants and nia- 
nufucturors had been taught to look, iifl afTf^nling 
the tneiuiB of deluging with British goo<Is, countries 
known only by name. Tho governor-general couhl 
not rcasoimbly bo blamed, bad be only endea¬ 
voured to maintain things as he found thctii; but 
witli this lie was not content, lie was resolved to 
have a new treaty, more Immiliating and more hate¬ 
ful to the Anieens than that which procciled it; unci 
in endeavouring to accomplish this object, he preci- 
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pitatoil his government into a now and iliingoiTnis 
war, ending, indeeth &ncees&fully, and thas B:mng 
the uulitaiy repiitation of the Rritisb from blot^ but 
leaving OR tbeir character for Iioiumr and good ftiJtb 
a deep and enduring stain. 

The piovisionB of tbe coiumereiol treat?, It was stiid, 
bad not been strictly adhert^d to by tlie Anie^'rs, sunl 
the charge was probably tme; but if every trifling 
breach of treaty committed by a native prince^ or by 
bis servants, were to fhrtiish occasion for ivar, the 
liritij^b ptjvennnent of India would never be at peace 
for a single year tvitli any one of tbe states with 
whom it Is in alliaueep The alleged aggreesioi^H 
were all very sliglit; they atibnleil pri^j^cr ground 
for renIonatrance, but not lor forcing on the Amoera^ 
at tbe |Hiint of tlie i^woh^, an entire cliange in their 
situation in regard to the llritii^h goveroment. 
Lonl Ellonlwrongb was for prompt and decisive 
measures ■ he deemed it ucccBearv to itiHict ** flomo 

^ w 

pCHmJty,^ beeaotn? witlomt it there would, in his jiidg- 
ment, be “no seenrity” for the future observance by 
the Ameers of tlteir engagements. What security 
waM gained by tbe course which be took ? lie 
deposed the Ameera and tnok possession of their 
ctHintry* thus putting their future jidberence to 
treaties quite out of the (pestion ^ but this was but 
the clumsy ex|>edient of an tinskllfh] surgeon, wlio 
ciita iiff the limb wbicb be is unable to restore to 
healthy action. Looking merely to the relatiotis sub* 
»^isiting lictween the Ameers tuul the Britifih, it is im- 
|K>^ible to deny that the former were in the wToiig* 
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but if tb€ meaim by which those relations were 
brought about be retJietuborEHlj some degree of 
excuse ’^rilJ bo suggested for lueu who had been 
coerced, by those whom they had nerer injured ^ uito 
a [sosition which they wished to avokh The same 
remark will ajjply to the rhargo founded on the hostile 
hrttejs (the authenticity of which Is, to say the least 
very doubtful), and to the other acts of on nnfrientlly 
character which the Ameers were clmrged with 
doing or tolomtiiig’. They had received gross j»ro- 
vocatioD, aud they might not unreasonably expect 
that rouionstnmce wouhl be foliow^ed by some further 
jierind of proljwitiou before they were sentenced to 
descend still lower in the ^M?ale of dependency^ But 
this was not granted. The charges were some of them 
trivitJ and gome unproved, but they wore suiiieicnt 
to sujiport II demand upon the Ameeia for the exe¬ 
cution of a new treaty jnHicting a penalty—'for that 
Is tlie woid employ6^1 by the govemnr-generaL It 
Wiig not enough that the liriE-iBh government Bhould 
bo safe, it was deemed requisite that the Ameers 
alioutd ho puniHhed- Th<,*se princes had l>e£-n sub- 
jeoted to much iiijnstict;—they were nuturelly dis¬ 
satisfied, mid it was, thereforD,. fitiing that tliey should 
suflcr more, especially as there was an opportimity 
fur inflicting further iujustico without much risk. 
If the Ameers gave cause for suspicion^ it was right 
to watcl) their coiidwct narrowly—it was jnstiliahlc 
to require them ttJ cnnforin to the treaty wbieh they 
had snljpcrihcd—it was lawful even to propose altera- 
lions in the treaty S but If they were riecliiicdt it was 
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tliKV. neither lawful nor honourable to treat an ally as a 
conquered onemjt and reijuirc subniieaion to any 
terms? width it might be the plcaj^ure of the stronger 
]»ower to dictate. 

The Ameers were hlamed for not peremptorily 
rejecting the treaty, and supporting the rejection by 
am IK. This woiifd certainly have been the more 
honourable course; but why shonUI honour be ex- 
peetei] to iiml a place in a native government when 
lb Imd ileparteil fiom that which had hitherto rested 
its claim to power in Asia upon its character for 
good faith 1 What mea-sure of openne^ ond fair deal- 
ing had tlie Ameers met with at the hands of the 
pow’er wbicht within eleven years from the period 
when it obtained a PDluctantly gtiinted permiBsion 
to xis<? the roads and ri ver of S inde for com mere! ul 
pur]ioscs, and for these only* bad by steps following 
each other in rapid succession advanced ita cktim 
even to the right of dispoBing of the territory of the 
Ameers at its pleasure? Thif? is not an exagger¬ 
ated rcprcsoiitation. Sir Charles Nopier assumed 
the right of transferring a portion of the territmy 
of the Ameera of Sinde to the Rajali of Bhawdpnre 
tinder orders from the govemor-|fenenLlt and with 
reference to the provisions of a treaty which the 
Ameers hail never executed. The genenJ's procla¬ 
mation anuouncing tho transfer hears data the IStli 
A.B. 1542 DecernWr^ the Ameers did not subscribe the treaty 
till the 12th of February fullowing. By throats or 
cajolery^ by force or one sacrifice after miothcr 

iiad l^ectt extorted from the Ameers. At lengthy at 
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t!ie end of ike 1842, the liritfsh goYemmcnt, 
lioitig ilissembamieseil of iJl other difHciiltiea^’ivas able 
to dciil verj' dccitlo’fliy with the one which remained^ 
It was thought no longer ueeeasarv' to go through 
the forma of ili|»loiUEiey, or to wear even a decent 
mark of friendship. It snffiretl to declare that the 
Britiali government wanted certafli jKirtions of 
tejritory for their ow'ti nlyecta, and forthviith to 
take them without reference to the treaty of 
though that w'aa the only document which defined 
the relations of the Anieorts and the British govern¬ 
ment, and slight infmetions of that treaty hy the 
Ameers were represented hy the other jMirty as 
sufficient to stamp on those princes the character 
of the most faithless of men. If ii few breaches of 
coramercLal regulations^ some of which were doubt- 
fu], demanded the infiietjon of a penalty, what 
ppnbhment was due to the fioi/ure of a province in 
vinhitiou nf treaty? The mJere of Slade were guilty 
of the former ojrence, and lost a kingdom: the 
British governmejit committed the latter* and gained 
c:nn>- Alliurs had indeed been for some time npptijach- 
iiig a point where it was inevitable that disgnifto on 
both siiles should l>e aliandonodj it was maintained 
by one party as long as wus practirahle* hy the other 
as long os was neces^^rj- The British in the earlier 
of their [irocccdingw hud employed both cunniug and 
force. They were now in a condition to rely solely 
on force, and accordingly they dispensed with the kifiw 
dignified means, by the use of whieli they had won 
thedr first stO[iS. The situatbii of the Ameers wa-* 
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diJibitmt. They could not aflbnl to discard tlio use 
of temporistitig, mid accordingly tliey clung fast to 
it+ There is this apology for tliem; they 
acting in seif-defencc* This at no time could ho 
eaid of their opponents j they were througliont act¬ 
ing oggressiTely. The contest oil tlieir part was an 
uarigliteotis one. and their triutnph is felt by their 
countTymiMi to be almost os great a source of sliatne 
os would have Ixscn their defeat. 

The ca^^ properly rests on the groundi which 
have already been adverted to, but In the laboured de¬ 
fence of the goTemor-gcncral there are passages of 
wilier and le^ special application^ which claim sfime 
remark. They are those in which the situation of 
the Ameers^ in regard to their wubjectSt the chanicter 
ef their government, and the moral and social eon^ 
sequences of their detlironenicnt, are referred to, 
** Foreigners in Sinde,*’ writes Ins lordslup> “ they 
had only held their power by the sword, and by the 
Hword they have loat it. Their position was widely 
diftercut frf>in that of a native prinee, succeeding a 
long line of aiicestors, the object of the heredit4i*y 
affection and oWhence of hissaibjectfl. Tlioy had lio 
claim to eonsideiwtiriti on the gruuiid of ancient j>Q 5- 
session or of imtiona] prejudice.” The argument in¬ 
tended to bo included in the word “ foreigner” ob¬ 
viously beats just os much against those who dis¬ 
placed the Ameers, os against the princes them¬ 
selves, if not more strongly; and though it be true 
that they held their power only by tlie sword, the 
Britiiili. ftccording to the statement under oxainina- 
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Lion, have no better tcuiirp, Tlioy struck tho Bworii 
out of tbe hand of the AmeorsT and took it tlioiD’* 
Rcives; ikiiotJjor party* if strong eiioughj may wrest it 
from them* aiuJ thus tho question is redneed to one of 
more force. The ** position of tlie Ameers,” it is said, 
"“Svas Avidi^Iy dJfformt from that of a prince succeed ing 
a hmg line of ancestors, the ohjecl of the hereditary 
affectiem and tilujdience of his sulyects; they hnd no 
diiim to consiilcmtion on the gronnd of ancient piia- 
scssiofi, or national prejudice.^' The length of the 
potsBossion of their family was about sixty years; our 
own standing in India is not so much more ils to 
warrant us in despising a sixty yearK^ jjossessioii. Ah 
to the co^e of a pH nee eu|»)ioscd not only to be de¬ 
rived from a long lino of ancestors* but to l^o the 
object of the hereditary aftbetion anfl obedienco of 
hifl subjects,” it may confidently be asked* where* 
within the wide expanse i>f India, and the adjacent 
countries, is such a prince to bo found? For the 
most part, the obediouco"^ rortderod to native 
princes is veiy imtierfcct; hut the lijistcm i>utentdite 
enjoying the “afletiLhiu” of his subK^cts lias still to 
be sought for. inmgiuiiry cose of a iiriiice of 

ancient descent, and of such a character as shall 
couimanil not only obedience hut afibctiozi* is in- 
triMinced merely for the purjjose of a contrast with 
the Ameers, who, it is itrtmedmtely added, had no 
cliiini to comniendatioii ** arising out of ttie gixid- 
nesft of their goveronoient." This may readily lie iwi- 
mittoil ; it Jiiay be at once ailoweil tliat the Ameers 
were not above tho onlinary nni of native princes — 
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that they were even very hatl specimens of a very 
bad clas; but wliy, it may yet be iMsked, were they 
selected for imnishtiieiit by conhseutJou and iiii- 
priiioiiment, wliile other n>yal ]irofligtiteB are per¬ 
mitted without restraint to cover with desolation 
imme of the fairest portions of Asia ? " To take 

advanti^ of the crime they had committed, to 
overthrow their power," it is said, “ was a duty to 
the people tliey had so long^ misgoverned i” but Low' 
eaniG it that the claims nf the people of Siiide 
jiressed so much more strongly upon the British 
gf>vemnit'iit than those of other couiltries, witll 
w hom that government had been much longer con¬ 
nected 1 There was an opjiortunity, it seems—^tlie 
Ameers had corumitted a crime- That crime cun- 
sisterl in a desire to beep to themselves the country 
from whose roads and river they had, down to the 
year 1832, excluded strungem at their pleasure; the 
irountry in which, down to the year ISSQi, they had 
exercised sovereigu rule; the country in w'hieh they 
still retained the name, and many of the functions 
of sovereignty, some of which, together with a luigo 
portion of territoiy, they were about to be deprived of. 
This was the crime of the Ameers; it was the crime 
of a man who resists an miiawTu] attempt to desjioil 
liim of his |>ro|)erty. In all our disputes with tlieae 
princes we had been the aggressors; w'e had dealt 
with their country as though it had been nur own, 
and to suppose that they should n^rd us with 
friendly feelings was impossible. All that Laa lieeii 
said of the bad government of the Ameers, and of 
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the Iwnelrt likclir to result from its transfer, is the 
result of after-tlinuglit. If a reganl for the people of 
Si rule the Diotjve of our proceedings^ whj 

it not avowed from the lirsl? It was^ surely, a more 
lionoumblo one thnit fsonie which could not fall to ho 
imputed. Did we or did we iif^t invade Sindefor the 
deliverance of iU pc<>p1e froiu tyninny ? Jf we did, 
why did we m long fkidilio tlio llnnour attached to 
our chivalric movement? If wo did not, how can we 
HOW' pretend to any merit on such ground ? The go- 
verninent of the Ameers was bad ; bo is that of every 
other native state. The people w^ill l>e more pros- 
[>eroiifl anti more safe under British iiile, than under 
that of their native goYemors’ bo wonhl the peo¬ 
ple of every other state of India, Are we, tliereforen, 
prepared to take pos«3essJon of every state eahject to 
native rule? The case, in truth* stands thus:—^Tlie 
British were anxious for the jjoascssion of Sinde; they 
were strong enough to take it* and the people, it 
may be admittedp will be benefited by the change* 
But the motive which Jed to that change wtib anibi^ 
thill, not philanthropy; cupidity, not benevolence; 
and it is sheer hypocrisy to declaim un the yiccs of 
the Ameers, and the wrongs of their people, while, 
if our own interest had not furuished a spur to iu- 
tcrfercuce* the rulers might, for us, have revelletl 
hi their vices, aod the people Ijcut under their wrongs 
until the end of time* 

Tlitis, too, of the vapouring display which lias 
lieen niaile of the advantages of opening the indiis. 
It need not be denicfl that Siitne degree of lienelit 
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to commence raay follow, but bow bos it been se¬ 
cured? By a series of political crimes ? and if the 
actOTfi in tlietu are to bo justified by tbo reanlts, 
then may we do oyiI that goo<l may come. Men 
have censeih in a great <legtt?e, from attenipting to 
propagate religious truth by violence j and tbero an? 
now few who will not admit the wickedness of such 
attempts. But it seems that It is (|mtc lawful to 
opeu up new sourDt?3 of trade by such nieans^ and that 
when llitw may appear any clsanc© of ex tending 
commercial operations, the sword may properly bo 
employed to clear the woy* Thiifl the errora and 
crimes of one ajre disappear in the next, but too 
often only to be replaced by others equally great, 
and equally dangerous^ 

And with such riiidJcatioD of the policy of a Bri¬ 
tish govemor-generah in dealing with atiudly* aa the 
letter of Lord EUenborongli afTords, closes, for the 
present, the history of SindO;, henceforth a Britif^h 
proYinee. 

Another subject, not unfraught with anxiety, had 
divided with Sinde the attention of the British go¬ 
vernment during the year in which that country wa^ 
added to the British (wssessionis. This w'as the state of 
the domiulona of the Houae of Heindia, where events 
occurred which tbi'catened to light up again the 
fiame« of war but just extinguished in AfFghaiuKtiui, 
and the embers of which yet glowed in Siiidc. 
Dowlut Rao Soindta, with whom, it will be recol¬ 
lected, treaties had been condudcil, under the 
admiTiistrations of the Marquis Wellesley and the 
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Marqulj^ of Haatinga,* 6led jii the year 1827^ leav¬ 
ing no &tn^ and having adopted none. Kia widow, 
the daughter of tho notorious Shir^tee Rao Gbatgay,f 
thereupon assTime/l tho ejcercise of the envereign 
authority, and meditated introdudag a member of 
her own family as her successor. But this design 
she was forced to abandon; and, ultimateljp who 
adn|Ued a boy of the Sciiidja family, who waa de¬ 
clared to bo the neareat relation of tho dceooiaeci 
chief, eligible for adoption^ with refeneiieo to age. 
The youth of the new chief secured to the lUiiUitioue 
u idow of the deceased otio tho contUiued exerta^e 
of power for acme yetira; but on the fonoer attnJu- 
ing the age of seventeen, he aspired to the actual 
posaesaion of the antliority which he had been ae- 
lectcfl to inherit* After a atroggle, he sucreedcil 
and, in 1S33, was prociaimed sovereign, the regent 
retiring, after some months of hesitation, to Agm. 
Years were p^quired to settle the amotint of a pen¬ 
sion to bo assigned to her, and the proviaioD of a 
place for her residence; and these pointa were 
scarcely arranged, when, in 1841, the chief was at¬ 
tacked by sickness, of wbieh he sustained repeateil 
shocks, until the 7th of February* 1843, when he 
died, ehildlcBs* and without having made any arraiigr- 
uient for the guecession by recourse to the eero- 
monj of adoption. His widow^ who was under thir¬ 
teen years of age, adopted* with the eoiiciirreiiee of 
the influontifil persona and powerful ofliccre of the 

* Sw voU iii. pp.. 359, 379, tmd vol. iv- p. 432, 

f Swr voL kii. pp. 492—495. 

2 n 2 


\\%Ur 




4G9 


HISTORY OP THR 


CHAP. 

XXXII^ 


caurtr a boy, named Bhageemt llao, reputed to be 
tbe nearest relative to the deceased Mabanyali, and 
lie was forthwith seated on tho ffuddec, with the 
usual ceremonies. 

The Maharajah was abont eight years old. If is 
youth, therefore, rendered imperative some sjiecial 
provUioQ for the dhscliargo of the active duties of 
sovertdgiity; and the ftiaharanee, having little ndvan¬ 
tage, ill point of age, over her adopted son, it ^vas 
obvious that her hands were not those in which tlic 
Tptjuisite power should be placed. Tlie British re- 
si dent, Colonel Spiers, supported tho jiretenaioiis of 
Mama Sahib, the maternal uncle of the deceased 
chief, and the governor-genenil actjuieseed in the 
opinion of the resident. Mama Sahib had ene¬ 
mies and rivals; in an Oriental court every man, 
intent solely on Ids own advancement, is an eiieniy 
to every other man whose snccesa may impede it. 
But the infiiience of tho British resident prcvailtsl. 
Mama Soliih was apjiointed regent, nnd on the 
day on which the Maharajah was enthroned, was 
invested with n dress indicative of bis accession to 
the office. 

Thus far the views and wnahes of tho British 
government were realized. But from the |»eriod 
when Mama Sahib entered upon the exercise of 
his functions, he found himself countcmcterl bj' 
sinister influence. A woman named Nnruiigee, whose 
[lower over the miud of the Ranee ftp[iearB to Lave 
been great, exercised it in IiostiUty to tho regcot. 
She was renioved, but the effects of her evil counsel 
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did not eease with hi^r }irefle!ii(M\ A more eeriansi 
evil waH the &tate of the arniy* more efipecrially of a 
brigade of infjyitf^'p ecmsititing of three liiitLaliori^. 
One of the three, ^onirnanded by a jK^r^in named 
lahooree Siiigb, Itail committed great eJCcesBEs dur¬ 
ing a march to Mnhva+ Tlib liad occurred before 
the death of the late Muhamjal] ^ and, on the repre¬ 
sentations of the British resident, orders had been 
dispatched for the rwalJ of Isbooree Singh, wbieli 
step was to be followed by bis di^mksal Ironi the 
service, and imprisonments The ortter mjuired 
Ishooree Singb to return alone, leaving his btvttalion 
where it might be when the t^rder reacl^eil him* 
IJnt this did not conrespoiid witli his view^s ; be re* 
tume<h but brought the battalion with him ; nnd on 
the arrival of thi?^ force in the camp, the disaUbction 
which perviided it spread to the two other butta- 
lions, which formed part of the brigade to which 
that of Ishooree Singh belonged. 

The British resident called for the jnimt'fliate and 
signal punishment uf the contuniaciciuii ofbeer, whoiio 
conduct hud diilnsed a mutinous sHpjrit through an 
entire lirigiide of the army, and oflered the assistance 
of British troops for the piirpuse of efTecting it* 
The rfgcnt, Mama Sahib, ejtprcsiscd his readinesa 
to act upon the suggestion of the resident, but pre¬ 
ferred accomplishing tbo desired object without tho 
aid of British troops; the introiluction of which, he 
Tepre*jente<h might cause a disturbance e^tericling 
tlirougli the whole ariiij. He believed himself 
capable of bringmg Ishooree 8ingh and his battalion 
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to piiiiiBlmient, but not immediattly. A dt'luT of a 
month or six ^oeks wosi necefisarv* that time being 
required for issning paj to the troops —n process 
uecessai^' to bo performed before tliey were ealled 
upon to act in support of tlie goTemmetit- This 
TATIS commonicated to the govemor-generab then at 
Agra, and he wos thcreU[]Oij satisfied that m necea- 
sitT would tLrise for the march of troops on Gwalior; 
a measuro which be had preTiousIy tliought likely 
to be called for. 

For nearly three months after his appointment to 
ofticOp the regent, Mama Sahib, thwarted by 
the Maljamnee* and the clicpio of intrignore by 
whom she was Eflintmiided^ Suddenly and miex- 
[lectedly, on the 10th of May, the British resident 
received a message from the Maharanee^ intitnallng 
a Wish that the young Maharajah should contntet 
a matrimomal alliance with the niece of the regent 
The next evening w'as fixed for the performance of 
the initiatory ceremony of the Teeka, and it accord¬ 
ingly took place. This turn of aflaira was sufficiently 
strange^ but it was almost immediately followed by 
another not Icbh startling^ Ou the 18th of May the 
current of court favour seemed to flow entirely in 
the regent's favour^ and by the proposeil marriage 
of his iiiecu Tritli tfao Maharajah hia tenure of jsower 
appeared to be rendered aecure. On the 21st the 
Maharanee summoned to her presence all the chiefe 
ill camp excepting Mama Sahib, and subsequently 
dispatched a message to the Britisli resident, coin- 
piaining of the conduct of the regent, and expresring 
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ji clesJra for IiLi roniovtiJ. The resident Tctnonstratecl^ 
but iQ \mi ; fttid in n few dnyfl Mania Sahib was 
fill \m journey from Stitidia's CAtnpf wbicb ho Lad 
been ordered to quit* 

Oriental intrigues sre rarely explicable, except 
by the parties engaged iu them; and in a majority 
of instances^ perbaps, even they woujil bt? unable to 
give a rational account of their moUvea and con¬ 
duct. It would be Tain to inquire at length into 
those of the actora in the oxtraordinary course of 
events which raised Main a Sahib apfiarcntly to the 
summit of nncontrollable pow'or only for the purpos^o 
of immediately precipitating him beadJong into min 
and disgrace* One point, iiow'ever, is cleoTt that the 
Hritisb government had little inHuenee. The regent, 
who enjoyed its sup|>ort as far, at leasts as verba] 
assistance went^ was dismissed with tut little cere¬ 
mony as a menial servant would have been di&eardoib 
and tills by a faction, headed by a girl wiiose imma¬ 
ture age Avould in Europe have precluded her from 
the exercise of any eontrol over the most onlinary 
matters of business. It appeara Grange that no 
effort should iiavo been nuule to sustain the regent 
by mllitaiy aid* such having sumo months before been 
tendered to emiblo him to put down the mutinous 
battalions. The resident applied for {H^rinissiom in 
case of need, to eaU on the officer etunmamUng at 
Agm for troops to sujiport the regent, but wa*t re- 
fneod; the govenior-geiiera] declaring the sending 
troops to interfere in the internal disputes of an 
allied state to be a matter of too much importance 
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to justify his tk^Iegnting to any ont; t!ie power of flo 
emjiloyiug them. The letter by wliicli the resident 
was apprized of this determination eon eluded tilth 
the emphatic declafation, “ Under no circumstancea 
does tbo govGrtior-general desire that a siiigJo tiian 
be permitted to pass our frontier without iiis per¬ 
sonal ilircctionJ** 

Troops were refused, but despatches were writteUi 
The resident was advteed tliat the Britbli government 
could not acquiesce in the removal of the hlauia 
Sahib without the assignment of some better reason 
than the wish of tiie Maliajimco; be was to hold iiu 
official iutercourse with the Huceesgor of the deposed 
regent without special mstruetjons from tlie gover¬ 
nor-general ; and it was authoritatively announcod^ 
that “ the Mabamnee and the chiefs mu&t bear in 
mind tiiat the frontier of the territories belonging to 
the British government^ and of those of the GwaJinr 
state, btdng for the most part eotiterminonB,’^ it 
was ”a matter of pai^amount iuj|iortaiiee tlmt there 
i^boald exist in Gwalior n government willing and 
able to preserve trinirjuillity along that extended 
lino ;"—that **the British government" eonid ^Miot 
permit the growing up of a lax system of tuU\ 
generating habits of plunder along its frontier T— 
that ** its duty to its oven subjects imperatively*’ re¬ 
quired “that it sfiould interfere effectually to main^ 

* letter &Qm flecretuy to the guiienior^geinsrml, 30dj of Mfcy. 

1B43 h ThiB kttet wfll be found in *' Fnrtljcr Paperi reflpwtiijg 
Gmlior^ prcftcnted to bdlb of Parliaincntj bv 

of her Aprih ^44, 35, No. M. 
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tain tbe public pejice by all sucli rriLiiRB as*' iiiight 
“®ppf‘rtr best calculated to Bccnre that ossentiii] 
objetit;”' — that “it 'iroubl be far mure satiefnctciiy 
to adopt the necessary Tiiottsures in conlial eo-opora* 
tioji with the authorities of the Gwalior state," and 
that it had been hoped “ that under the regency of 
tbe Mama 8&hib this itugbt have been done; but" 
that “in any case the public peace innst be pre^ 
aerved, amr’ that “ the Gwalior state" would “ be 
held responsible for all sneh intemiptiona thereof 
as" might “arise out of the inal-administration of 
its domhiions."* These declarations were well; but 
the iriotcment of a brigade would Lave been mucb 
nuire effective. In the East no argument is so con¬ 
vincing as that presented by strong battnliona. “ I do 
iHtt think it possible," suif] tbe resident, “ to restore 
the Mania 8abib to power by remonstrance alone 
and beyond all question be thougiit correctly, 

Tbe Britisb resident, in ctiiifonaity with instruc¬ 
tions from his goventment, prC|>ared to remove from 
Gwalior for a season, Tbis step apjienrs to have 
excited in the minds of tin? Maharanee and her 
admirers that vague apprehension of evil not un- 
comm on where there ia a consciousness that ofreiico 
boa been given, and where everv act of tlio party 
offended is regarded with suspicion. Inquiries 
wiere made as to the cause of the resident's removal; 
ami the hollow professions of regard, olwavs cinrent 

• *■ Further Ripcw," ut supra. No. S7, pugtu 38. 3P, 

t Fujtliei: hipers/* ut enpn, Na, pngB 39* 
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hi oastem courts, were tendered with great liberal]tv^ 
The re[ueaentative of tlje British govemmeiit was 
entreated, on behalf of tho Maliarariee^ to consider 
the Maharajah and berself as his children (albeit 
her recent condact had exhibited little of filial obe¬ 
dience); his foigiveness was in]|ilored» and that of 
the govemor-gcncrah bnt thu Mama Sahib wm not 
recalled. The resident auBwercd in language less 
warm than that in which he had been addresaed, 
but designed to have little inoro meaning; and^ tins 
ediJ^^ing intercourse concluded, he proceeded to 
Dholejsore. There bo was informod that it was 
deemed by the govemor^general inexjieclient that ho 
should return to Gwalior till some government 
should be ereatedi having the ap[H?amuc€ of good 
intention, and giving the promise of stability;” or, 
until the Malmnuieo and ehjefs ehouId earnestly 
call” for lii@i^E!Btance, in forming such a govemmofit. 
The governor-^neral had been aojuumiug in the 
up|>er provinces, but waa now on his return; and 
the distance hy wliich he was about to be separated 
from the resident made it obvionsly ineonvenient 
that, under all circunistances, the latter should 
wait for instructions. The inconvenience was per¬ 
ceived and noticed; but it was tleclored that the 
govenjor-gencral decmefl the return of the resident 
to Gwalior to be a measure requiring ho much con¬ 
sideration, that except in case of unforeseen emer¬ 
gency, it was not to be adoptei), without previously 
ropresentmg the circumstances, and waiting for 
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orders* Jtavliig rcfcreince to the nipresentatioiit* 
TbetfO Ui^tmctioDs were forwarded from Allahabad 
on the 27th of June. 

The principle of non-intereonr^o whs, it apjKnirs, 
dilliciilt to be adhered to* The Mama Sahib had 
retired to Seronge, and it was apprehended that 
some attempt might be made hj the ruling par¬ 
ties at Gwalior to seize him there* The calm ac- 
qniosceoce of the British govemraeat in the dej>njiitl 
of the Mama Sahib bad not tended to raiee its 
cbaracter; and tbe seizure of the ex-iegent at Se- 
ronge would have completed its humiliation in this 
respect. The govemor-gcnenil bad declared that 
he did ^ not wish to have any coiiceru with the 
Mama Saliib^s proceedings and the ro^dent had 
accordingly bc^ii instructed to abstain from taking 
any notice of that person's rCfsidcn.ee nt Seronge, or 
any other place. This w as on the 3(lth of June. On 
the 13th of July, ;i diflbrent tone was adopted. The 
resident was desired* if he eiitertniiied the Iea 4 it appre¬ 
hension of danger to the Mama Sahih, to address the 
Midiaranee in the language of wiimingt intimating 
that the entrance of a single man into thotemtory 
of the BritiHli government would be considered os an 
attack upon that goverament itself^ and punished 
accorrlingly* The threat was to be enforced by re¬ 
ference “ to the conduct recently adopted by the 
British goverumejit towanis the Ameers of Sindi\ 
its enemies^’—a most utihoppy reference* except as 
to the indication of power—and towards the chiefs 
* See Fyrtber Pfliperji/' yt nupro. No. GS, 51. 
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of Bhawlfjoro, of JoQdpore, lUid of Joe^ulniere^ it 2 ^ 
allies.* A copy of thh letter tvsib transmitted to 
the MahojtmfM?, with whom it had beea deenieiJ iic* 
eessaiy to open comtnunicatioiiJ? oinnattera of state, 
without the intervention of anj minis ter. This ivas 
a complete de]>atiUTc from the jiiliiciple laid down 
some months Ix^fore, that the ]^Iahiii*anee was to 
luive no poweTj not even that of ajipointing minis¬ 
ters^ but tliat all authority was to be centered iu a 
rcspoiifi^ihlc regent. The Mahanineet in her an- 
suer^ denjeil that any intention existed of attacking 
the hEama iHahib, and a second representaUou on 
the subject received a like reply. 

it Would he impracticable to give any clear ac¬ 
count of the intrigues at Gwalior* except at a length 
cliff[)ro[>ortioned to the importance of the subjecl, 
and tlio details, if fumnihed* would have little in¬ 
terest. The foUoAving brief uotjce may be sudieient: 

The person tiioBt active in the deposaJ of the Mania 
Saiiih* and w hoso influence became predominant after 
the fe.Il of the regent* was called the Dada Khasjee 
Walk- An attempt wus made to obtain for the 
Mah;u*anee'6 father a portion of the power of the 
atate* and it wasi directed tliat he sboiild be con¬ 
sulted on all aflaira* but tho Dada Klia^joe Walla 
represented that great evils were likely to otlso fh.iits 
a divided authority; and tliereupon ho was nciustated 
in tliat plcnitudo of [lower which he so disinterest- 
cdJy elaimed.f 

* See Further pApera/' ot aaprn. No. ?Sp pfigra 57. 5®. 

I Gw cliuKttr cf thii perwn maj be iili^tntcd hy rc^rcncc 
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But a]t real pfiwer was. In fact, in tlm hanilA of 
the army. This Iwfiy comjjnscJ above 30 , 0 tH) men; 
n nui»l>cr nut nf all prapnrtion to tbo deniaiiJs 
of such a state as tliat of GwaJioi' for defeiitH.*, and 
not leas to its moans of supporting them. These 
troops werOi bi somo Instances, oommanJed by ofii- 

to n pawagt Id a letter Bum Coloael Sleenum, fesnning N'u. 1(I(J 
in '* Furtlicr PiiipcrB.'' The Jbllnwhig' eitnict will be fgiuid in 
page 89“ T may licre be penuitted to mentlan Bonufthlng n|' 

the chjkracter of the usurping rnmiEter ^ he la to he, 

penMMmUyp n green coward, ftwtl to owe nil hh hiducm?e to m- 
triguM. * * * When tbe w^a of the lute chief, Jimkojw, 

wan to he cunfiiniii. he, the fCbasjM. ctiUi?cted MwnJ woD3?n w ho 
Dipcete^ to be oonfinod about the game rime, with, m riew to Bub 5 ti- 
tu tc ti bojr, ahouW tbe prhiccs-t give birtb to a daughter, She gave 
hsrth to a daughter, but the birdi of a wn w&i amiounecd by the 
Teflident to The attpreme gdi^^icroiiient, nuii roynl ealutoa were fired 
an the ocE^ian. llie fact of thn child belog « daughter wafl 
concealed from Seindia himwlf for ten dayi, till nil the other 
WDmen had givea birth to dttughterp, and the Khasjee bad uo 
longier any hope of being nhk to ^ubatitofe a boy, Sdndia, u 
amin am he became nev^LtaEnted with the truth, aent to the resi¬ 
dent, nnd, with unfeigned inrrow nnd iqurdlcatieu, made die 
bklfiehood known to him. It ia gctLem% heljered that the Khns- 
jee intended to poiMu, or otberwine destroy, the lather, ixudd tic 
hare iucceedEil in Bubstiliitlng the boy, and he u known to bare 
employed Eiil kinda tif snppo&ed horccrera and eliarma to make 
awny witli hjin, in the hope thal the JFUprrtiire gorernmciit would, 
aa in the cnae of the Haim Baee, allow his widow to adopt a 
aoa, which wpnld secure Mm n Jong mborTty, Tlie mother and 
daughter both died, and Scindk married the Ramsc Tani Baet, 
a girl now tbirtocn years of age^ who wan permitted to adopt the 
boy, who ia now about time yeara of age, 

" The Khafiji?e ooenpitsa the palace with them, and never veo^ 
turea nutoEde the door night or day, Whenmr danger threateiu 
him, he conceal? hlmkclf m the mofet ucred of the feruaJe apart- 
mtnto, from wbieh iflBue the nrdeni by which the stab; i» go- 
reniwl/' 
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cierfl of European births oir of European parentage 
on one siile i but the ordinary relation l>et’wceii offi¬ 
cers and men ’si'aa constantly In¥erted; the latter 
assuming the province of comninuth and pimishing 
their ofticera at pleafrare.* 

* Tlie fullowia^ obBerratiDiLa re«peetiiig the ormy of GifalJEjr 
occur in Colonel Sleoimn'e letter mhove quoted p' FortW Faptra/' 
No. jinsfl 86) :—" Tbfl with which the court of 

Giit'tlldr hu had to contend, ilnce the deutli of Dowlut Bno Sdn- 
diah, in 182?* hm l>«ii thii eooceatrated mns^ of 40,000 fealdlen 
Kt the espibiL have been often in a ^tat^ of mutLiiyp nnd 

nluttiys hi a fliate of disorder hordciiag upon It i and. In eopEc* 
quence of these disorderi, the Hie of the Sovereign huB dwaja 
been in danger^ whik the revenues of the Jtntc have, it a HHid, 
fullcn off amce 1883, froiin nint^-6ve lacs to Biity-dvn. 

SIuix ihe luppression of the Piuduree fy^tem fay the Marquis 
of Hastingi, in 181?, nnd the estahliAhmcnt of our piimiuciunit 
Buthority m all the amTemiiding atntes, thifl diaairlcfly BTmy liiia 
had no cmphjyinimt. Just before thet time^ a part of it was 
employed, uader Jean Baptiste Fdoae^ in the conquest of sur- 
njundlng districti. He attacked the lUjnh of Kormlee, and 
sd4rd hnm him the diatdet of Sabulghnr, yiddiug four Inca uf 
rupees a year. He tLcii attmzhod end ficrlred uiiuu tlie oid^t of 
BiuideljCfirLd prindpalitiee, Chauderee, whose chief, Morepylad, 
had Fejffrtcd the offer of onr protection, which nil the other ehiefa 
of Dundeldind accepted. The chief, auh«quentty* at nor inter¬ 
cession, received eui assignment of land to the value of -10*000 
nipeei; hnt tba diatiict hoaever since heen In a state of anarchyr 
very pejudiciol to the pcaoQ of our contcnmnoni dbtricta. 
then seized npmi the piincipolity of the Keeebcewara chiei 
of Baghngnr, yieldiiig a revenue of three laca of ropcea a 
year, md that of the chief of Bahadurgnr, a/wi Easiuignrl], 
yielding two. The chief of Bnhaduigur rteeived the smidl 
Jugh-ter of MorcooduDgurh m a pnmakiu, and the chief 
d| Raghogur got 5^*000 rnpeet a yenr, at the sub^queot 
intcrcesemn of omr goveminciit. He tlten seized upon Sbed- 
pare. yielding two lacs a year, and gave the prince twenty- 
£ve tbuiisand. Hr tliim took Gurbe Kolah n yielding several Iaqs. 
On the termlnalion of the PindiiTee war, In IBI?* aH these acquit 
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Someirliat tardilj the fintiab frovemment turned 
its attention to the necessity of inteqif^ein^ hy force, 
if other means should fail, to suppress the disorders 
which prevailed in Gwalior, and menaced the 
peace and eecarity of its own doniinions. Ou the 
lUth of Au^st, thi) governor-general TGconled a 
minute, ooiitaining the following passage;—“The 
recent change of ministry at Gwialior, efleetod 
through the expulsion of the regent, who had been 
leccDtly nominated with o«r sanction; the coucen- 
trntion at Gwalior itself of almost the whole army ; 
the renioviil fnim that army, with circa ns staacea of 
violence, of almost all the officers of European or 
Eumaiaii* origip; the selection for pnst^ civil and 

fljtiena i*F^re i?>n&nDef! nud j^aniDteed tci the GwaHcir diiEf, cm 
the principle mdoptecl, of raspeetiiiiff mdmnl poeicasiQii in the new 
rchitaone with the nutivc HtEtm to whicli that war gave rise, 

** It might he Eupposed thef this mnj, imd its Wdere, would 
nevijr feel very weU di«pcu«d towoxds & ptnunount authurity, that 
Km the pcwia-^ mid b&s menifefM the wDl, to ii]tor|iwKe and pre¬ 
sent its indulging in such e^rflions ob tbegc; for* if left alunc, 
they would, in a few yenrar have HtiEeil upon (weiy prindpality io 
BumlcleuiiiJ m the amnemimDer, iLpdtbeir hearm^towsniE nahni 
aJwwyft been that of men testnuned only hy theix feurt. 

** llie chief wad bift mimstera buTe oftcu attempted to trduee 
the nunaben of theae militury eetulilif’bmGiitE^ 04 well with a view 
to tlae tranquittity of the cdtuihy on which they prey, u to oco- 
nomy; bu E lueb iittetnpiA have ended in their riling for they will 
never nllow nny eoipt or EatmldiHhincxit to he paid or any 
v-aenneiofl in thcin to remaLp unfilled ; tknd nothing hut the iuter- 
pofiitkui of the pamniount powci- can ever enable the chief to re¬ 
duce thia body to a ecale i^oinmciLfturate to hi^ wants in the idtcTed 
state of bis oiainu** 

* It may he orce&naTy to explain that the word Euraaiaii U a 
term applied, aomewhat afcotcdly, to the large claiyj in India who 
tTsee their origin to one Enropcan parrat only. 
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niilitajy* of ptnuon? ktmwD to be faoBtilo to onr go- 
vcTfimeiit. and of eomo removal from their 

appointmentH had but recently licoii c^irricd into 
effect by tbelateMaliarajub, on onr representation; 
all tbc^ie ejcaggerated as they will be by a 

people cleHimna of cbauige^ make it Jesirable that 
the representations onr govemtnent may find it ne¬ 
cessary lo make to the Gwalior Diirbar^n and onr 
general influence over native states, should be sup¬ 
ported by the presence of an army. It may l>e 
impossible accurately to calculate upon the ft^tll^e■l^ 
when it$i complexion must depend upon trnops with¬ 
out discipline^ who may booh be without pay, and 
upon men nttscrupiilous as to tlie m^^ans by which 
the objects of their bail ambition may bo effected; 
but the course of events winch seems most probable 
is this;, that the inhabitants of the detached terri- 
teuieg of tlio Gwalior state in Malwa, and of the 
districts adjoining Saugor and Bundelcund, l>cing 
under no real control, will become the invaders and 
plundererg of our subjects and allies^ and thus com¬ 
pel U9 to demand froni the Gwalior statCt a repam- 
tion which it wifi be really mi able to affiird, and 
w-hich we must, tliereforej in some manner take for 
mireolvesp The nfieasures we may tliiis adopt witli 
respect to the districts belongiug fo the Gwalior 
state in Malwa, and adjoining Saugor, will be most 
conveniently covered by the union of a considemble 
force in a camp of exercise upon or near the Jumna."* 
In accortlonce with the views bcitdn |irt>pnundeil, the 
Commander-in-chief was desiri^l to form bis comp 
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at CawnporDT on tlie 15th of October next otiHuingj 
fuid it was directed that ihortlj afterwards ua army 
of exemise, consi sjt iiig of at km twelTe hattalionfl of 
infutitry, with a proper complement of ciivaIrT and 
artillery, fiboold be ae&eiiiblcd upon or near tbo 
Jurrma, 

In the iiieuntime anareliy continued tu increase* 
though communications between tbo Miihanuie^? and 
the British resident at Dliolepore were not sii&- 
[>endeiL The Maharanee expressed a strong wislj 
fur tho return of the resident to Gwalior, but the 
Jatter, acting under tho ins true t ions of his govern¬ 
ment, refusech except on condition of the Dada 
Khasjee WaIIiIp being not only deprived of anthority, 
but puiiislied by fine and bautohmont; or what was 
reganled as a preferable course^ surrendered to tfie 
British government. A paper, addressed to the 
Malmianee by the resident, which contaiiied the 
demand for the pnnlBhinent or surrender of the 
Dada, was by that personage intercepted i—he very 
naturally fcH^ling relucLant that such a jiroposal 
should roflch the royal ear. Wiien this fact became 
knowm to the goyemor-general* great indlgiijition 
was expressed at the conduct of tho Dada in wdth- 
ItoldJng the communication, which was declared to 
be ‘*an oflence of a most criinitial diameter against 
tho state of Gwalior, amounting to a supersession of 
the Maharanee's authority, aiicj the transfenmeo of 
all power in an unJawful manner to himself. The 
govemor-general in council/^ it was adcled^ “ will not 
permit any sulyect of the state of Gwalior thus to 
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the autliority of liis soveFeign^'* As the 
British government hiut authorised its representative 
to commiiiiiL'atc with the Mahttniiieet<liBapp<Hiitmcnt* 
not umnixecJ with angerp might bo felt at the step 
taken by the I^acla to preTont the tnmsiniesion of any 
representatmn hostile to himself But it ^eetns Hither 
an exaggerated tone of writing, to designate the act 
of the Dada as a criminal ofthneo against tho state of 
Gwalior; that static if it dew^rved the name, losing 
at the time altogether ’irithout any rosporoible or 
recognisced govemrnciiti One of the reanons ail* 
dneed in illustration of this view—^tbat the net 
amounted to a ausjienflion of the Midiaranee^s autho¬ 
rity—seems perfectly idle. It is true> Dadn Kliasjec 
Walla had no right to the power wliicli he had 
sumed; but it js equally that* according to the 
declared conviction of the British govoniinentj nei¬ 
ther had the Maharanee any right to the exercise 
of Bovereigii authority. It had been aoleinuly and 
most justly determined^ that her extreme youth 
rendered her utterly unfit for the chaigo. She had 
no authority^ but that which, like the DaflUr ^te 
had uBiirpcKh A regent had been appointodp with 
the sanetiou of the British government i he Imd l>eeii 
deposedj and the Maharanee tnok the poweH 
wliieh she had been adjudged iueompeteut. Yet the 
same government, which had so adjudged, conde¬ 
scended, by itg representative, virtually to recognize 
her ufluriiQtion. by holding intercounge with her^ 
as the guardian of the interests of the liouso of 
Scindfa. Not only so, but in an official |iaper 
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ia^uDf] hy that govenunent, the Maharanou is ad¬ 
verted tci in a character which the most devoted of 
her adherents would scarcely have ventured tioclajoi 
for hiT. The Dada is aiioken of as a Ruhject, and 
the Maharanee an bis aovereij^i, JJow^ it is quite 
clear that the boy Scindia wii$ the sovoreignt lUid 
that even if the tiAuri>atioii of the Maharanee were 
overlooked and subinittod to* she could he reganlcd, 
at tnost* only as regent- Strange it is, that after 
denying her the latter office^ she should^ without a 
sliailow of claims have been invested with the higher 
rank of sovereign. 

The govemor-gencml waa now preparing to leave 
the presidency for the purpose of proceeding to the 
vicinity of the place, where, by negotiation or force, 
the difToronccs between tho British and Midimtta 
states were about to he determined. Bnt before be 
departed, he recorded hia view of the eaiiso of his 
journey in a lengthened minute. In this document 
the rights and ohligntiona of the British gOTcmiucnt 
as the paramount power in India within the Sntledj. 
were adverted to and nmintaiued. The doctrine 
that in India such a pammoinit power must exist* 
and that the British government should he that 
jHiw'er, was one w'hich statesmen, both at home 
and in the Eastp were stow to learn; but it may 
be liope^l that it is now too deeply seated in tlie 
minds of men of all |iattien to be easily eflaceej, 
and Lord EllenWrough was jiistified in assuming it 
jis the basis of hiH proposed movements^n After some 
very imneccsifarv and rather questionabk it^marks 
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CHAP, on the mode by wlucb our power wm acquired, lie 
proceeded to point out the cffeetB of an abandounient 
of our high poaitlou in the following passage^ whicli 
is quoted^ not for its nOTelty* but its truth :—” Nor 
whiloj by reoeiiuig from that poflitiorii we endan¬ 
gered our own existence, should we fail, at the same 
time, to bring upon all the etates now dejiendent 
upon nSj the most aftUetiug calamities. The with¬ 
drawal of our reetmimug hand would let loose all 
the elements of confusion. Redress for the daily 
occurring grievances of the several states againat 
each other ivould again be sought, not from the 
stiperin ten ding justice of the British government, 
but from the ann€?d reprisals of the injured; and 
bad ambition, availing itseJf of the love of plunder, 
and of war, which pervades ho large a jHirtion of 
the population of India^ wonld again expose to de¬ 
vastation oountricB which, under our protection, have 
enjoyed many of the advantages of peace.'" 

It would appear from the next [laragraph of his 
loidship's minute, that he had little hope of effecting 
a settlement of the affaif¥i of Gwalior, otherwise than 
A,n. is^ 2 , bj force, and that at this period (the 1st of Novem- 
her) he contemplated aoniething more than merely 
menacing the frontiers of the disturbed country; for 
he continuesTo maintain, therefore, unim- 
{loired, the jioeition we now hold, is a duty, not to 
oureeives (done, but to faunianitj. The adoption of 
new views of |>olicj, weakness under the namo of 
moderation, and pusillaniniitj under that of forbear¬ 
ance, woidd not avert from oiir own aubjects, ami 
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from our own tcrritorioB, the evih wo let loose ufioa 
India; and the only result of false measurca would 
be to remoTo the scene of a contest, altogether i n- 
ovitablo, from Gmilior to Allahabad, there to be car¬ 
ried on with dimimBhed foree^ a dlBheartened armyi 
and A disaffected fieople.” 

After noticing the scattered and Ul-connectccl 
nature of ScindJa^a territoiy* anil the souiicea of 
evU to be found in the existing state of Gwalion the 
governor-general proceeded to sf^ak of the Mjdia* 
rajah in a majiner which, did not the result refute 
the belief, might have been understnod as intimating 
an intention to dis[>o8sess the youthful prince of 
the chieffainshi]) to which ho had so recently been 
elevateii. The Maharajah, it was stated, was a 
boy of j>oor parontage* and altogether uneducatofl. 
This tatter [nAtii w^as referred to mon^ than once in 
tlio minute^ from winch circumstance it may be 
inferred tliat some considerable iM]iciitaiice wiuq 
attached to it; but it is difficult to eonjeeture upem 
what grounds. Indian princes are seldom highly 
educated, nnd though the attainments of the Maha- 
mjali ufflmled no cause for lioastingt it docs not 
seem that ho wofi properly described m altogether 
uneducated: it was stated on oflioial authority 
that in Mahiatta literature “ho had made as much 
progress os boys of his age genotBlly do ;*** it is not 
often that boys at nine years of age are either great 
linguists or gimt pliiloeophera- A further abjection 

* Letter from Cckknud Spien* nt OwoliuTt to Bccrctuy 

with gt^vcmor-gCOi^rAl^ No. 17 la ''Fiirther Pipert,” |jagt 12. 
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to the princf, to whose elcvoition the Britiali 
goTernmont waj0 an aseeating party, ts found in the 
allegation that lie was not “deeceuded ‘from any 
one of tho ikrnily of Scitidia who has pogfie&sed 
soveraigti anthorityv but from a romoto ancestor of 
those by whom eoToieignty was aci|nired,^ Yet 
in a [iiibljc notification, issued on the death of 
Junkogee fUut Seindio, dated at Delhi^ the lltli of 
Febmarjv iti the same yeiir in which the tiiinnte 
under examination was nocorde^b the following 
pas^i^age is foundt “The governor-general has also 
received information of the adoption, by the widow 
of the late Maharajah^ with the aaseut of the chiefs 
and people^ of Bhageemt KaOt tho person nearest 
in hkioiJ to the late Rlnliantjah."* As the iidoptCil 
prince hwi been recognissed in February as the 
nearest in blood, it does not appear how in Noveni1>er 
any reasonablo objection could be taken to him on 
the grf>und that his relationship to the robber chiefs 
who had held dominion wm only eollat 4 ?rul» Fur¬ 
ther, that no possible objection to the Mahonyah^s 
title might be omitted, it was alleged in the miiititc, 
that the prince was elected by the Zerana and 
the chiefe of the army for their sole benefit, not for 
that of the people.” This* without doubt, was ciuita 
true; but as the election had beencoiifirmeci by the 
British goyemment, it was rather late to object to 
it, IntleecJ, the entire passage in which the ohjec- 
tioos are embodied is almost im mod lately neutral¬ 
ized by the following: “ On the decease of the late 
* " Fortter hipen.^" No. 10^ page 
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Mabarajah, the British goverzunoiit readily acknow* 
Icd^d the nf the present Maliamjab. He 

Boa the meniber of the family of Seindia nearest te 
the deceased siivereign by blood.'^ Here, then, al'ter 
the tkiim and doublingB of the preceding sentence^ 
wo arrive at a con elusion to which certainly they 
cannot he regarded as a preparation. 

A [Milling referenee to jiointa noticed before — the 
Maharajalfs youth and deficiency of literary acquire¬ 
ment, and the immature ago of tlie Malmnmee 
(with whom, uotwithstaiidiug, public business had 
been discussed)—was followed by a history of tlie 
then recent proceedings? at Gwalior* concluded 
hy a statement, the perusal of which is not calcu¬ 
lated to grve a very high impression of the vigour, 
decision, and unity of purpose with which the 
British government w'as at the time adiniobtered. 
After relating the erpnbion of the regent* the 
governor-general thus went on : ** The represen¬ 
tations made by the British rcsident word of no 
etfect. The Buecesafnl rival of the regent hceame 
all-powerful* The Christian ofticors were* with few 
cxci'ptiona, ill-treated and turned out of the camp 
hy the soldicrt* Persons wdio had been deprived 
of their offices on our representations* w ere restored* 
Oflices were taken from those who were supposed 
to be favoumbln to the maintenance of friendly 
relations with ns; md Gwalior haa exhibited to all 
Itulia the example of a regent, to whom our support 
had been prnmiscdi expelled from the territoiy lie 
gnvemed, and of a successor* whose acts shew him to 
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—dci^ptte of our remonsttnoces.^ 

Kotwithstandiiig all these |iroceedingB, so insult- 
Jiig to the British goTemmcut as well as so dangerous 
to the maioteuaiice of f^eace, it appears, however^ 
that no mterveation with Gwahar ought have taken 
place—the govemnr-genemJ might have been con¬ 
tented with sullenly with draining the British resi¬ 
dent to a distance, and leaving the bandit anny to 
)iuEI down and set up its officers at iliscretioDt plun¬ 
der at will, and continue a terror to all wdthin the 
territories of tJie house of Seiudia, and to nU oh 
its borders, had it not been for the peculiar situa¬ 
tion of affiiirs at tho time. It is allowed, indeed^ that 
“ under any circumBtabces^ to pennit the lengthened 
continuauce of this state of things would have been 
inconsistent with the honour and ititercsts of our 
govemiaont, and of our allies :—a hostile minister* 
mih a large and ready armyi watching us, lUid 
threatening us from Gwalior; while jjlnuderets, 
along the extended frontier, fostered by bis suffer- 
auco, if lint by bis protection, would enon destioj 
all the confidence ivhicb has hitherto been placed in 
our goveriinient, mid must inaterially weaken our 
power.Rut though honour, and interest, and 
fieace, aad character, were thus at stake, the go- 
vemor-general recorded bis opinion that, but for one 
reason, interference was not imperatively called for. 
**Still,*' he says, “under ordinary circunistanceii, we 
might perhn]>s have waited upon time, and have ab¬ 
stained from the immediate adoption of measures of 
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coercion, DNpectm^ the restoration of our inHuence 
at Gwidior* from tbe disunion manifest amongst tbc 
chiefs^ and the usual vicissitudeii of an Indian 
court. it ip added^ “ the ovontp Ullrich have 

recently occurred at Lahore will not permit the 
resort to a policy piited onij to a state of general 
tmuquiJlitj in Indiau” Tho ovents referred to w^cre 
those which ocenrred subsequent!j to the death of 
Lunjeet Sifigh, when in the struggle for pcjoce a 
series of crimes and exci^ses were jiet|ietmted 
worthy of the wnrst days of the w^orst governed 
state of India. From this quarter danger was not 
unreosonahty apprehended^ and his lordship's views 
on the subject were thus ex]iounded: “ Within 
three marches of the SutledJ ia an amiy of 
men, confident in its owti strengths prt^nd of its 
various sueceeses against iti? ueighboni^ desirous of 
wur and of plunder^ and under no discipline or 
control. It may he hoped, it may perhaps be 
ex[>eet€d, that no hostile act on the part of tins 
army will occur to produce a w'or upon the Sutledjt 
but it would be unpardonable were we not to take 
every possible precaation agaire^t such an event; 
and no precaution appean to be more necessary^ 
thou that of rendering our n'or, and our communi¬ 
cations, eecurc by the re-establishment of a friendly 
goTernment at Gwalior.^ 

After stating his opinion that it was desirable, 
with reference to Lahore, that disputes with Gwahor 
should 1>e brought to a SfKredy tcrminmtloi]* the 
governor-general on this ground expressed his con^ 
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victioD that the goTernment should coijtiiie its ii^Ialms 
there to n single point—the expulsion of the Dada 
Khasjee Walla, This he considered would for n 
time give to the govemmcnt nti actual preiioiiiiitat- 
tug intluence la GwaJiofi and to this he trusted for 
efiectiog a reduction of the and all other 

measures that might be desirahle. The mode, of 
earrjdng out these measures he left to be deter¬ 
mined by eircumstauces, and moeJifteatious of the 
views tliemseUoa were coutemplatcd as not of 
iai probable cwcujTeDce-* 

At the time when the minute above quoted wai^ 
recorded^ the state of allairi in Gw'alinr seemed 
to be approaching to u crisis. The army waa 
divided into three parties—one friendly to Dada 
Khasjee WaJIa^ another hostile to him, and a third 
neutral. The tiecond party obtained [lo^seBsion of 
the persori of the Dada, and it was expected that 
they would deliver him up to the British resident 
at Dhoiepore; this expectation was not fulfilled; 
but Dappoo Setowlea Deshmook, one of the chiefs 
moat active in the capture, tumamltted a commu¬ 
nication to the resideut» iufornimg him of what had 
bf^en done, and oxpresaiug a hope that hia mnduetp 
Arid that of the chiefs who had acted with hiiu, 
would 1>& ft|>proved of by the British govemmeub 
with which they were auxious to rD-estobliah tho 
usual gnod understand)Dg^ The resident( in ac^ 
knowledging tius communication^ R]>oke of the con- 

* The gevcmar-generalV miDute iv ill be found in the " Further 
Pspew/’ Me* l]fi, pp. 59 to 102. 
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duct of the cilielb iu conuDendatory terms, and 
concluded by Btrongly urging tbfit the custody of the 
Dada should be made over to him* Similar advice 
wiie given in two letters addressed, witkln a few 
days of each other, by the resident to the Matiam- 
ncB. The re]iresentations eootained in the^ letters 
were enforced at tlio Gwalior durbar personally by 
a monnshee, but in vrdii* Tho Maharanee had not, 
in fact, any eoutrol ovor the pL-mm of the Dada, 
that officer Ijeing in tho hands of a party opposed 
to that to whose influence she hacl yielded herseJf* 
For this reason she might hate plcndctf inability to 
comply with the demand for hb siirrcnduTs md have 
rested her case upon this point. But s?hc, or rather 
her advisera, for slie was but a puppet in their 
* hand^ met tho requisition in a manner more direct 
than miglit have Ijccn expected. To the declara¬ 
tion that the delivery of the Duila woft the only 
measure which could arre&t the advance of Brithdi 
troops, it was a>iswered that this was the first 
instance in which a prisoner of the Gwalior state 
had In^n demanded by the BritJi?h govermnent. 
The tnoonshee returned to his employer at Dhole- 
pore without Imving gained a single step to^^anb 
cifecting the puq>ose for which he was sent^ and 
leaving the state of purLies in Gwalior at a dead IcN:k, 
as thus described by a uewshwritcr at tJie time: 

All parties say that there aro difficulties ou ail 
aides ; the (Mahnrrtnce) b young and inei- 

perieuced; the Goupurra (her father) has not sense 
sufficient for such a erbis- Both parties are afraid 
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of the treachery of each other, ami no one la trusted 
by either party* The Baee's jiarty wish Bapfioo 
Sahib to come to dnrbar and con^It;. but it is im¬ 
possible that the Goopuira can gire him confidence 
that he will not Iw aci/^ed. The Bappoo Sahib 
wji^hes to go to durbar and conanlt, but wishes 
Colonel Jacob (comnjander of a brigiiile) to e;taud 
security against treachery^ Colonel Jacob is alamieth 
as both the Bappoo Sahib and the Goopurra are 
jiowerful; there are no meani^ in bis power of 
doing any thing if either of them act treacberously, 
Ttidcr those circumstancefi, there ap]>ears no way 
of settUrig diffbrcnccflH” 

Some fiirther coinnuniicationa passed between 
the Mahamnoo and the British resident^ bnt they 
produced no result. Colonc! Spicrsp who had 
ticcn snpersaleil in his functions at the court of 
Gwalior, on grounds not very intelligiblet no\i' 
quitted Dholepore to ppriceetT to Nagpore, wliere 
he had been appointed resident- Shortly after ttiis 
the two parties moat etrougly opfxiscd commenced 
i^onnonadlag each otheri and continued the opera- 
tioa during parts of two days* The firing ceased 
in coiiS€.*queDce of orders from the Mahaitmee 
(though it is stated that it was begun by the troops 
w*ho adhered to her interests), and the chiefs 
opposed to tlic court were inrited to a conference. 
They overcame theJr fear of treachery, accejited the 
irmtation, and were received with lionoiu. The 
next step was gtiU more remarkable^ for l^pl^io 
Kctow lea Deshmook was appointed to the ostensible 
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Rilrainietmtioii of public affaiis, Tlie ppoxjinity of 
a Bnti&b mJIitarj force, and tlie probability of its 
advaoee to the frontier of the Gwalior state, occa¬ 
sioned much alarm tbere, and the expeetatioii was 
for a time raised, that to avert sueb a the 

Dafb would be given up. But all remained In tbe 
state of uncertainty which had m long pre^uiJc^b On 
the lltb of December, when the governor-general 
arrived at Agra, be immediately resolved on moving 
fojni^anl tlio assembled troops with as Tittle delay as 
possiblu, and on tlio following day he adilrtJsscd to 
the Maliaranee a communication expressive of bis 
Intentions.* The forward movement of tbe army 

* It ii a Babject of dMp wgml Id me, ibal your 
aboDld not fram ihe tint adopted tbe odTioe which has be^m 
□iTciifd to yoa by the naadfiat^ Cotoiail Bpiert* 

Your JiiglmEBii will Md whea it 1 b Uio thst the Britith 
government alwnya adnis^s an ally in the true ipirit of frkttdEhip, 
thiit It always, means what it mySp and tlmt it cierer oan^-eyB n 
threat which It boa not at once the mtentinti and the power ta 
oKiicute. Yotir highneaB Ims been infcirinicd of ihe deep intdest 
whirb yuar youth and tbe resJ difii:nilties of your pooitiDn in¬ 
duced me tu take peTsoiiahy la your welfare. It would have 
been most gratil^iig to me, had your conduct enabled me ta loot 
forward to the long CGntiniiiiiiois of i^cridf hip ^ hut your higtinesB 
had unfcntuuately Uateiied to other conniels. 

" The Britiih guvemmcDt can neither permit, the Mjirtence* 
within the tumcoriet of Sclndm, of on unfrleniily govern men t^ 
nor that those territories ihould bo Without a goTcmmeot willing 
fmd able to mnintoio urder^ and to preserre the reLataems of aiuity 
with its neigbbaiirB. 

“ The British gotcmuicnt canuot permit any change m the rck- 
tionB between and the hotue of Seimlk, whkh havs for forty 
yeorfl qontrlhuted to thepreseimtiDn of the peace of Ceutral Indio. 

** Compelled by the conduct whidi ynur higfaneu Lu been 
Mdvued to adopt, to look to other meonB tlian thooe of friemlly 


CHAP. 

XXXN. 


A.D. mi. 


404 


nTSTORY OF THE 


CBkP, 

XaLXlL 


had tbe desired eHect. Dada Khasyee Walla wag 
ftiirrendcred, Jind conducted to Agra* 

Tbe object thus attained tbe govenior-general bad 
profcfeged to regard rts th?tt of chief ini[>ortaiice. in¬ 
deed tbe uni? one proper to 1>c pri^setl on tbe durbar 
of Crwabor;* and bis lordship bad oxpresst^d an 

rcmpn^tnifice for the porpow of inii&Eflmnig tb w rdationi in 
their iategritj wad ffpuri4 I h&vt acw directed the edvimoe of the 
Brittsh juidI^p vid I shall not aireBC; their movement until 1 hmn 
full security for tbe future tTM^uHUly of the common fruntier of 
the two stateiE, for the mmatjeuiuice of arder withiu the territories 
of Sdodia, for the coaducting of the government of those 
tiiniiurws In Bccordancc with the long wtnhSwhMl ndntioiis of 
unity towards the Hritish govemmeut, 

" ] could have wished lo hmve effected these ohjecti la cou- 
ciarrcucc with your liighDesi; ihnt your highnes* wt>uld hu^e 
Uiteued to my vnicet t}\^t of the rptpectable ehieli by whom 
yon hBTe been eoutuelleJ^ not to throw nwAy the frlendfibip of 
the British govemmeot % but now, my pnramount duty to the 
lubjecta of the Britiab governnienit and iti ollicSi whase intcreEts 
are cnmpnnnised by mifniln Inthc tnrritorita of Scindin, and more- 
orer, my duty to the MuhArajELb himselfp whose person Find whose 
lights, as the luciressur of Dowiut Heo Bcindla, ore placed by 
treftty tmder the protoetiou of the British govemmentp compel 
me to reanit to other means fur the accumpUsbmeiit of my rights 
ful purpose x sad ns, in resorting ta those means whkh Provi¬ 
dence lins placed in my Inmda for the geneml wdfon; of the 
people of Itidim [ entertain no view« Incoiiilsteiit with ttte 
lionour Biid iategrlty of tbe E^j of Sdndli, bnC am stemdliy pnr^ 
posed to moiutiilnboth, k J trust that I shnll mceitc the old of all 
inch Bs SIT futhlul to thiir scvcrflign, sad tiial my bterrcnliun 
may have the hji|ipy result of establishing^ penaament gewd 
government and order^ mid of affording new wjcunty t* ^ 
gctLfind peace of Indio, which is tW object nearest my heortr" 

* 'Mt is sd desirable to rt^ahshUsh visibly onr inducacae at 
Gwilier without dcUy* by the expulfion of the Uwdn Kliiud^ 
Wolk^ and thus to hive ffeeiy dlspcMablc the force now as- 
vembling nt BuDdlnrund m4 at Agra, that it would seem to 


tjttmsFi e:mptrk in India. 

opinion^ thrtt wlnm it Bhould be aceompllf^ljedt the chap. 
i Ilf lueni^e thereby €?^aljlisbed, would “ plnee Tiitliiii 
eur mssj and early reach the attniament of all juat 
cjbjc3ct9 of policy" incliidiug ttie reduction of the 
army. The opinion, it will be recollected, had been 
p:iven not at a time when it was expected that the 
Dadii would he given up to a demand tiii^fupporte4l 
by a military forctv btit when the movement of 
Bucfi a force was eontemplatefh and its assem¬ 
blage had for the pur]ioRe actually taken place. 

Blit the facility with which the surrender of the 
Dad a had been yiiddcd utider the inHuence of 
tlie terror imposed by the march of the British 
force B 0 Ems to have cftected a change in the jioUcy 
of the governor-genera!, and he determined to 
employ that terror as an istrtimeut for obtaining 
those ulterior objects which Ie?s than two months 
before he had hccii content to leave to the effect 
of ** influence," An intimation to the new re¬ 
sident, dated the 18t1i of Decemlier* thus com- A. D. ih 3. 
mences: *^The govemor-geneml is gratified by the 
delivery of the Dada Khasjco Walla to tho chsigc 
of the British govemment, as indicatuigt on the 
part of lier highnes® and the dnrbar of GwnJiorp a 
disposition to restore the accustomed relations of 
friendship between the two states. But her high¬ 
ness is already infonneth that the movement nf 
tho British armies cannot be arrested until the 

be most pnidflnt ta coafins to that one point requinition 
flfldreiMd to thrt durbar of GwnW,'—Minabe. hj 
ITOwiU* Not. iit^ "Further Pftjwr*/" Ko. IJ5, page 101, 
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goYemor-gonoKtl has fuQ swurity for the future 
maiuteRauce of tranquillity upjti the eoniwmn 
frontier ; nor until there shalJ bo e^ablished at 
Gwalior a governiuent nilling and able to coerce 
its own sabjects, and to muJiitain permaneutly tlte 
relatioDs of amity with the British govomment and 
its allies,” Reference is then made to tho ex¬ 
pediency of increasing the force maintained in 
Gwalior under Britigh oBBcers, and to the assign- 
ment of distriets to he adminiatered under the British 
govenimciit for its support. Tlie increase of the 
contingent had been noticed in the nunnte of the 
let of PfriYember^ but any attempt to enforce itt 
except by predominating influence^ was then dis- 
chiituefh Tlic language belli on the subject wag as 
follows: “The inerf^e of the contingent is also 
on general ground & expedient; the nomination of 
officers wild tnay bo depended on along the frontier 
ift a measure obviously tiecesaary. All these thingfl 
a ife pretloininance would iihinmtely give 

without a treaty, and no treaty without such in- 
duence would secure; but to now^ while men's 
minds may be in an excited state, tho fonnal con¬ 
cession of all these points at once, and especiallj 
the reduction of the army, could hiinlly fail to lead 
to the collision it is moat our desire and interest to 
avoid.”* Kow a different couruo was to be tuken* 
At a confereocfl held between the govemor-geneioJ 
and certain chiefs of the Gwalior state, on the 
2(Hh of December, it was required as the only con- 
• ** Further pa^ 103 , 
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dition fin which the march of the army could be 
tftnpped, that a treaty, makiEg provision for these 
and variant other |Miinti^, should be ratified within 
three days. Thus, wlmt was fbnmerly proposed to 
be left to “ inlluencet’^ was to be extorted at the 
point of the Imyonet. 

This was not the only ohange. lu the minute of 
the 1st of NoTenjhcr* the right of interference with 
the Gw aJior etote had been rested on the claim of the 
British govomment, as the paramoiint authority in 
India, to maintain the peace and safety of the whole 
of the country, anfl on the dangeris with which its 
owm frontiers, and those of its a1 lies; were threatened 
by the disordered state of Sclndia^i? territories, fn 

I 

the following passage these grounds are very dis¬ 
tinctly set out:—In Europe, there is no paramount 
state. The relatiouB of a paniniDiint power to a 
dependent state create in India right® and duties 
altogether difTerent from those which can exist in 
Europe lictween states subject to one admitted in¬ 
ternational law, and controlled in the exercise of 
their individnal power by the grticral opinioii of the 
great republic of stales to which they belong; but, 
even in Europe, a condition of afikirs in any coun¬ 
try w^hidh manifestly threatened the general repose 
would not long be suffered to exist, and the com^ 
binatton of the leading powers would effect that 
which, in India, must be cfTected by the British 
government alone. When the existing relations 
bi.^tween the slate of Gwalior and the British gio- 
vemment are considered, iL is impossible to view the 

2 E 


CHAP, 

XJIXJL 


A.t>. 


4^0 


niaroRT or the 


CHAP. 

XXXll- 


A.Dl 1843. 


e^puhinn of the Mama 8^1 lib^ aod the elovatinn of 
the Baila KhoHjee Walla to the miniBtrj% oitier- 
wiao than aa an aflVtKit of the ijnivest charai'ter of¬ 
fered to the British govcmment hy that auccessftil 
Intriguer in the Zenana of Gwaliorp ami hy the dis- 
orgattized iurmy by which he han been aoptsort-eih 
That army of 30,000 men, with a very ntiiiierDUi^ 
artillery, umler the directioa of a [>erson who has 
obtiiined, and can only retain, his post in despite of 
the British government^ is trithin a few marches of 
tile eujHtal of the north-western sirovincea. The 
frontiers of the Gwalior state, for a great distance* 
acyoia oure in the lately disturbed djstricta of Sau- 
gor. They aiijoin the territories of tlio chiefs of 
Biindelcund, and so scattered are they as to touch 
tlie dominions of alnifist all our allies in Malwa^ 
wdiile they extend beyond the Nerbudda, anti even 
to the Taptee. Everywhere along this line the 
most eortiial and zealous co-ojieration of the Gwa¬ 
lior authorities is essential to the niairitenance of 
trun^LUillity; and we knowr that* under the present 
minister, the moat we can expect h that puch co¬ 
operation win be coldly wlfchbeldi if* Imleed, itp-honld 
not be covertly given to the plunderers we would 
nepreBs," Such were the original view's the gfiver- 
nor-general recorded on the right of intiTference- 
In the commnuication made by his lurdKhip on the 
I2th of December, to the Maharanet^* it is vaguely 
stated that the persfin and rights of the Mahaiajah, 
as the successor of Dowlut Ilao Scindui, “ are 

* Sre ncAitf aa imgt 41^4. 
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placed by treaty under the protection of the British 
government." lu a conference between the gover* 
nor-generul and one of the Gwalior chiefs, on the 
IDth of December, the chief referrefl to this state- 
nient, and it thereu[>on ap}>eared that the treaty 
under winch the supposed obJigatiDn to defend the 
pepson and uphold the rights of ScindJa’s succes¬ 
sor had its origin, and on which the right of inter¬ 
ference was now grounded, was the treaty of {loor- 
hanipoor, concluded in the year 18tt4. The chief 
seemed to know verj- little about this treaty, alleging, 
that thougli he had it among his records, he had not 
referretl to it for many jenre, and did not recollect 
with accuracy the engagements which it contained. 
An article which provided for tho employment, “on 
the refjuisition of the Maharajah,” of a subsidiary 
force, to lie stationed nearhia frontier, being pointed 
out, tho chief asked, admitting such an engagement 
to oxist, what was its pnteticaJ lieariiig on the 
question in hand — -whether the interference of the 
British government was restricted to cases in which 
the Maharajah might apply for such interference 1 
lie was answorc<t, that the cose under the spirit 
of the treaty had arisen from the feet of tho Ma¬ 
harajah and the Maharanee, both chiidren, inca- 
jtable of acting for themselves, haring, by the ma¬ 
chinations of evil-disposed persons, who had nsnrpcd 
the whole authority of the government, been virtu¬ 
ally set aside i that in consequence of the prnrccflings 
of those persons, the usual friendly relations of the 
2 K S 
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twfi fltntes hsul l)wu for the tiJBC JlssolvesJf mitl tlint 
tho mill of tlio Gwalior state mu^^t ea&iit\ if the 
British goTcniaient, which was almost in the plai-e 
of guanlbu of the infant soTcreign^ did not interfere, 
to save the person of the Malianyah, md preserve 
till? goTeminent of the count iTp 

It is not ea^j to perceive what advantaije was 
gaine<] to the British Ciiuse at this confercnect from 
resting it upon the treatj of Boorhanipoor. Under 
that treatji no long as it might continue to he in 
oix^ration, the BKtisli governinent wm hound to 
assi^^t Scindia with a militarv force of a certain 
Htrength, in certain cases, on his request. In tiie 
]nt^ent instance tliere was no request. The mne- 
reign wae incapahle of making any, and those who 
aetuallv exercised authoritj did not wish for IlritiHh 
interference* Tliis difficulty, it will liave been seen, 
occurred to the Gwalior representative, and was met 
by a train of argnment, not very intelligible as applied 
to justify interference under the treaty, groinided on 
the youth of the Mahamjah and the Maharanee. 
With reganl to the latter, it wns said that her 
“position in the govermneiit had been rccogiiizeil 
by the British govemment.^^* Her position, as the 
actual administrator of the afikirs of the atatOt hml 
never licon fommlly recognlKOtl, the British resi¬ 
dent had withdrawn in consequence of her assumptioTi 
of the ofBce* Indirt'Ctly, indeed^ her pnsitiim had 
Ix^en recognized by holding eorrGspondenco ’ivith 

• PiifiCTfi resp«tiii^ G«nliorp ontnrfi by lipin^ of Commoni n> 
be pHnlm!,. olMucb^ 1B44, i4- 
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ber on public liusinesa—a n?c»fynition certainly hi- 
conBjBtent with the verj’ passagis midcr csaniinaticirii 
in which the MoJiarEynh oiid MaJiaranee are cln^saed 
tojjetber ag ^‘children, incapable ef actinff for them- 
selves ”* Then, ngmn, it is Raid that the British 
govemnient ‘^iftood ainioi^tiii the place of tlie guar¬ 
dian of the infan t iiOvereign-”| The ejuaiitying wont 
here introduced has a mmi strange eflect. WTiat 
ts the jircciiBo Ritimtiun of one who is almoBt a 
gimnlian ? Is the state or the iiidividuni sustaining 
this new anil seemingly andefiliable cliEiractoi en¬ 
titled to act as a guanlian or not ? If entitled, why 
is the word emjilojed? If not entitled, 

wbat powers are attached to the cimraeter of an 
almost gnardiuti? The truth seems to be^ that the 
que<itioiis of the Gwalior deputy were fexiiid cm- 
harrnsting, and that the answer, which rests the 
mterferenco of the British government neither on 
nixseasity nor contract, bnt on an uusatiflfactory com¬ 
bination of the tw'o, was but an exjiediont to escape 
the consequeneeB of an injudicious resort to a for¬ 
gotten treaty. I Lad the ground taken in the ini- 
nute of the 1st of November been adhered to* the 
objection of the Gwalior deputy conbl not have been 
taken. The disofganiaed state of Seindia'a territo¬ 
ries could not have been dcuied any more than the 
danger thence resulting to the adjacent countries. 
To rest the British policy on the treaty of Binwbani- 
jmor was on after-thought, aud, in every [loiiii of 
vieWj, an nnfortinmte one. 

• PajETtp ut i Jbwl* 
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On the dftj after the conference just noticed^ ano* 
tUer* as alread;^^ intLnmtefl, took placei at which the 
chief subject of discussion wa* a proposed meet mg 
between the goTerrior-genemi and the Malmrtyah, 
On the part of the Ititter, it was suggested that 
the place of meeting should be the ground then 
oecujded by the British army—that being the sjrtjt 
where former goTcmor-gcJieralB liad been met 
on occasion of visiting GwaJior, and any deviation 
from the establiBhcd usage wcmld, it was repre- 
sentedp detract from the honour of the jMsdiarajali. 
The governor-generiil, however, espressed his deter^ 
tuinatioii to advance. Tho chiefs^ there uj>oii, ear¬ 
nestly entreated that ho would reconsider the 
nmtteri urging that if the Britieh arnij passed the 
Gwalior frontier before tho Maharajali had a meet¬ 
ing with him* *‘it would be a breach of all precedent, 
aiid eternally disgrace the Maharajali and the 
goveniment of Scindisu”* The governor-gcneral 
being njjmoved by these representations, the kugungfl 
aiiil manner of tlio chiefs in pressing them appear tfi 
liave increased in eamestncaa^they expressed their 
belief that “ if tho British anny crossed the frontier 
before the meeting with the Maharajah, the tronps 
of Gwalior, who were already in a state of the 
utmost alarm, would believe that the governor- 
general was coming not as a fnend, but with a hostile 
puqioae”—in the language irf tho paper from which 
this account is framedp “ they implored him {the 
governor-general) with joiiiod hands to weigh well 


* Further Nn^ 14S, p. t4S. 
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the step he was taking, for that the state of Scindla 
wn« in his [Kjwer to uphold or to destroy; and that^ 
in tlieif oinnion, the most aerious consc<[ueiieea 
liepended on the parsing of the British nmiy 
Heroes the frontier before the meeting between the 
governor-grtioral and the Maharajah/"* 

After some farther disfusaion—sir rather some 
ftirtlier interchange of prayers on the one side and 
refusals on the other — -the following pro[josal was 
Tiiaile by the governor-genera]: that the details of a 
treaty, friuned in aecorthmee with tlie principles hud 
doviTi At the previous conference, should be drawn up 
on the following daVj theSlstof Deccmhei; tliAtthe 
Mnlianyali should meet the governor-goneral on the 
Sitrd, prepared to rstiiy stich a treatv^ and that the 
chiefi? |irc*ent shoald guarantee the mtlfication takiiig 
place: upon these coiiditiona, the moveraont of the 
annv acEosa the river Cljuaibul was to be delayed 
till after that day; hut if the chiefs failcKi of redeem¬ 
ing their guA^a^tce;^ the failure was to bo punished 
by a heavy fine- After some ooiisultaliont the chiefs 
came to the conclusion that tlie ^fflha^sJah could 
not be brought to the ground at m early a day, 
and the conferouco hruke nji with an apparent 
understanding that the meeting should take place 
at Hingona, the stage beyond the Chumhiil, 
on the 20tl^ 

It wiw not by Mahratta chiefs only that represen- 
tation*^ wore made of the extreme repugnance felt to 
the goTomor-general ernssiug the Chumbul before an 

• « rmtiicr Pupfre/' No* l-ni> p. 
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CHAP, ill tor view UaJ taken p bee between the Maharajah and 
biniFielf. Colonel Sleettian^ tbe newly appointe*! reai- 
AiH. 1843. dentt in a letter dated tbe 21 bt of Deectnber^p niiule tbe 
following communication of tUe iinpreesioi^ enter¬ 
tained at Gwalior on tbe subject. “ When 1 men¬ 
tioned bis lordship's intention to cross the Cbiirnbul 
on tbe 22fid, Suchurun li^o. the brother of Ilam 
Itfto Pballthea^ and Bulwunt Rao* who had come to 
meet rue, e.xpressed a very earnest desire that this 
might not take pbee, as it was usual for Im high¬ 
ness to pay tbe first Tisit to the govornor-giMieml 
on tbe other side of the river* They seemed to 
Lave this very much ftt hearty imd 1 think it my 
duty to mention it*''" This statement was followeil 
b)' an account of the ceremonies obeorved in 1832^ 
when the chief crewsed the Chumhul to visit the 
governor-general, and tbe latter^ OR the following 
day* crossed the river to reium the visit. In a 
letter dated the S2nd of December;^ Colonel Slee- 
maiij after reporting his having visited the Mahara¬ 
jah and Maharanee^ and having announced to tliem 
and the assembled chiefs that he had been com¬ 
mander] to repair to tbe goveraor-generars camp, 
and then to return and accompany the young chief, 
arldedp **They were e^ceeilingly earnest in the 
expression of their hope that his lordship would 
remain to receive the young chief's visit on the 
other side of the Cbumbnl.*’t 

On tbe 24tli of December* Colonei *Sleeninn 

* “ Fnrther Pupera/' No, 147, p- 14S. 
t - Farthirr Pftpm." No. J4S. p. 1411. 
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wrote to tlic ficeretHry with the govemor-geiie- 
ml, thus:—“The Boldiej^ tsdk Ifirgely to my peo¬ 
ple of the army crashing the Chunihul os a ho&-^ 
tile moTcment on the ]>iirt of our govemmeat.”* 
On tlie 25th, Colonel Sleoman ogiiia wrote, in 
terms w^liich sufficiently dcscriljod the utter dis- 
orgain^ation of the mmj^ the feeling wrhich tliey 
ontcrtniricd in regiird to the espected pasEago of 
the Chumbuh and tlie imposaibility of averting 
coJlision, if British tnjops were brought into con¬ 
tact with them, Coloncd Sleennm had retired 
from Gwalior, &ftet his interview with the Maha- 
rajali and ilahaniuee, but vifm expected to return, 
in order to accompany them to meet the gover- 
nor-generaJi Tlie re&idetit, however^ was dcsiroua 
that they should join him at Dhunailo^ and these 
are iiis reasons1 think it to he my duty to 
st»te, that I do not tldnk it j>ossihlc for me to 
advance further towards Gwalior w'ithont eoUision 
witli the disorderly troofis who fill the road from 
this place to Gwalior.^ After referring to the 
danger which would attend any attempt of certain 
native chiefs to return to Gwabor, and to the 
absence of all ro^tramt np<m the comluct of tho 
soldiers^ he cuiitinaed:—If 1 go must bo 

withont ft single soldier, hor«e or foot, for it will bo 
im|WBsibLe to prevent collision if any of them ac- 
conipny me ; and among such a licentiinis soliliuiy, 
without any ostensible commanding officers, I do 
not tluhk it wilt be safe for any Euro|>caij or native 
* Purthur No. 130, pn^E ISO. 
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oftiwr to go with me, Tliift m the uni versa] feeling 
and opinion of my camp- There is n iorge park of 
artillcr)^ on each Eidv of the river, at this place 
(Dlninaik)^ and the troops vauntingly deckre that 
they are come out to resist the further advance of 
bia lonlshlji towards Gwalior* and to mate the 
British force recmas the ChnnibuL”* 

Before this time* the im|iortaiit step for good or 
for evil, the passage of the ChumbuJ, bad Ijeeo 
made. From Ifiogona^ the govemor-generah on 
the 25th of December^ transmitted to the MsJia- 
ranee a prnclamationT HJanoimring that the Britisli 
arjny had entered the territories of Scindia* ns a 
friend bound hy treaty to protect hia higlnjoBB"*# 
fKirson and maintain bis sovereign authority^ Tiiis 
was followed, on the 26th, hy a comninnieatioii 
that the treaty to be framed on the terms for¬ 
merly laid down wm expected to be mtified on 
the 2Sth, and that for every day that the mtllica- 
tioii might be deJaye^l beyond that date, a fine of 
fifteen thousand rupees would bo mfilctcil. On the 
27tht another proclamation was igsueil* much in the 
toue of that which hod appeared two days before- 
Before this the reref>tioii which the Britiah 
visitants likely to tueet wns placed Ifeyond 

doxiht. Bappoo Setowlea Deehmook, wlio had 
been undervtcKai to be friendly to the British in¬ 
terests, and who bad proceeded Uj the British ramp, 
to negotiate the terms of recoucillatiou^ left it 
on tlic 25tli, three days after the headH[uarters^ 
* " Fuithcr PifKffv/" No. 151 t pa^^ 
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with tlie govenior-geaeml's caiu[), IihlI crossed tlio 
Chumbul, returned to Gwatiur, aud undertook 
the outunuitid of u division of the troops destined 
to op[>oHe the niarcJi of the English. On the SOtb. 
the Sumbnjee Angria, one of the coadjutors of 
liappoo in the work of negotiation, also left the 
British camp without notice. The 2tith, the day 
fixed for the ratification of the treaty, passed with¬ 
out producing the ex|iect 0 d event; and on the 
29 th, the British army, under Sir Hugli Gough, 
became suddenly engaged in deadly condict witli 
that of the Midirattas. 

It is to bo regretted that the details of the circum¬ 
stances under which the engagement wns com¬ 
menced are vague and imperfect. The despatch to 
the governor-general, reporting the battle and its 
results, begins thus “ Your lordship having wit¬ 
nessed the o|ierationii of the SQth, and being in 
poHsession, from my frequent coramunicatioiis, of 
uiy luiJitaiy arrangements for the attack on the 
Mahratta army in its strong position of Clionda, I 
do not feel it necefisaiy to enter muck into detail 
cither as to the enemy’s position or tiie diapositions 
1 made for attacking it." Tlie respect which ia due 
to the judgment of an experienced and Buecessful 
general ought n«t to stifle the avowal of an impna- 
sion which cannot fail to arise on rooding the pan- 
sage just quoted, that the reason given for not 
entering much into details ia altogether unsatis- 
factory, Ilesjintchea. like that of the comniander- 
iii-cbief in Uiis iiistance, are not written for Uie 
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Liifomiation merely of the indiT-idiitJ to whom they 
are adiiressed; tliey a^e ffttmed for the joildic eye 
— ^thoy receive oflioml publicity, and they ought 
to cDiiTej ttU the infunnation which eaii he giTeu 
without incurring political iuconvenience. It is no¬ 
thing to the pnrpose that the govcmor-genera] WR^^ 
acrjuainted with the views or actions here vaguely 
hinted at; the public had a right to know’ them» and 
iu a defipatch^ prepared certoiidy as much for the 
genend reader as for oftlcuU pemsul, they should 
have been fultv related. 

w 

After giving the above reasons for the omission 
of infonuation, which certainly onght not to hove 
Ijeen withheld^ the cotiitnaiider-in-cliiof pmceeds to 
observe^ that the |>ositJoD of the enemy at Clionda 
was particularly well chosen aud ohstiiuitely de- 
fendctlj olid that ho never witnessed guns bettor 
served, nor a body of infantry ap|>aretitly moiv 
devuted to the protection of their regimental guns* 
** held by the Mahratta corps m objects of worship*^* 
Some brief reference to [jurt of the details pre¬ 
viously noted aa well known to the governor- 
general follow’. It appc>ars to have been the in¬ 
tent ion of tho comuiander-imzliief to turn the 
enemy 3 left flank hy Brigadier Curetoifs brigade of 
eaviiljy, consisting of her Majesty IGth laneersi 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Macdowcll; the governor- 
general's body-guard, under Captain Dawkins ; the 
1st regiment of light cavaliyi under Major Crom- 
luelin ; the 4th irregular cavalry, under Miyor Old^ 
field, with Major Lances and Major AlexatideristriMjps 
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of hriree artillery, under Bri^lkT Gowan, the whole 
under the nriioreof Major-General Sir Joseph Thack- 
Well. With this force, the third brigmleof iiLfantr}'^ 
under Major-General Valiant, was to co-operate, 
the briga^lo consisting i}f her MiyestyV Mth, untter 
Major Stopfopil; 2iid grenatljcrei under Ljent.- 
Colonel Hamilton; and I Cth ^'nadiers, under Lieut,- 
Colonel Maclaren. The enemy's centre wjss to hare 
l>ccn attacked by Brigadier Stacy’s hrignde of the 
2nd division of infantry, consisting of the 14t!i 
native infantry, under ldeut,-Colonel Gairdener; 
the 31st, tinder LLcut.-CoIonel TVeston- and the 
43rd light infantry* under Major Nash. To this 
ImgTwle was attached a light field battery* under 
Ca]»tain Browne, the wlude being under the com¬ 
mand nf Major-Gcneml Doimifl. This force was to 
have been supportetl by Brigadier Wright's brigade, 
composed of her Majesty’s SOth regiment, com¬ 
manded by Major Bray, and the S6th native infantijt 
under Major Dick, with a light field battery under 
Major Sanders* Major-General Littler, commanding 
tliB third ilmdnn of infantry* was to ouperintend the 
movementg of this column. On the left, with a 
view of threatening tho enemy’s right fiank* it 
was proposed to place the 4th brigade of cavalry* 
under Brigadier Scott, conaiating of the 4tli light 
cavalry flaucei^)* under Major Mactier, and the 
Kith light cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Pope* 
with Captain Giant’s troop of horae artillery . The 
eouiitiy through which this force had to advance 
is represented as of extreme difficulty* being inters 
Fectofl by deep rai^inefa^ and rendered practicable 
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only by tbo unremittiogr lalioiirs of the sappers 
under Miijor Smith. Tlie Kobaree river was to be 
passed by the army in three divisions on the mnnv- 
ing of the day in which the Uttlo took place; but 
the whole of the force were in their appnitited 
jMsitioTii ahoiit a mile in front of MuUar^]toor, by 
eight o'clock- 

Such Is the aoconat given by the commander-in- 
chief of hia intentions and ppe|varationa. These 
Imd referenCfO to a mcHlitntcd attack upon the 
Mfitrattos at Chonda. It was not expected that 
they would W met at Maharajpoor ; but on ar¬ 
riving at this places the British force i^as maile 
aw^re of the presence of the enemy, by receiving 
the fire of their artillery* Thia was etidently a 
mrjjrifle* The language of the despatch is as fol¬ 
lows “ I found the Mahrattas had nccupieil thia 
very strong position during the previons night, by 
se^nen regiments of infantry with their guna, w'hich 
thev intrenchedt each corps having four gunSt which 
opened on our own advances- This obliged me to 
alter in some tneasnre my disposition-^*^ The al¬ 
terations were these —General Littlera column 
being directly in front of MaUartypoorp was orclered 
to advance upon it direct^ while General Valiant fl 
brigade was to take it in reverse; both being 
Bopported by General Dennises column and the two 
light field batteries. The details of what fol¬ 
lowed ore very slight i but it appears that her 
Majesty’s 3ftth^ fiiipportwl by the 56th native in- 

* ne&pitch from <siHiniianii(T-irt'tlii<?f to |pvffn»or*p5i?ncT^« 
Jnjiomjy ‘tth, lS44i 
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ffintry, drove the eDemy in very dashing style from 
tht*ir gunfl into the village^ There a sangnimuy 
eoEiHict ensued; the Mafamtta soldier?, lifter di?- 
rbarging timir matchlocks, fighting sword in hand 
with great courage* Crdieml Valiant's hrigade, it 
b stated^ dbplayed equal cnthosiaifni in the duty 
aasigjied to them, that of taking Matiarcypocir in 
rovcrEO, and the capture of twenty“ciglit gnns 
n^iiltcd from this combined movonient. The 
cavaltyp under Brigadier Scott, was opposed by a 
body of the enemy's cavalry on the extreme left; 
some well-executed charges wore mado by the lOtb, 
suppiirtod by Captain Grant's hoisc artillery and 
the 4th lancers; and some guns and two standardi^ 
were taken in these encounter?. 

The eiteniy having been dislodgee] from Mabarai- 
poor, Goneml Valiant, supported by the thirfl 
cavalry brigade^ moved on the right of tbo enemy's 
main jiortion at Chonila. During his advAnce, he 
had to take in ^accession tlireo strongly intrendied 
positions^ where^ in the language of the despatch, 
the enemy defended their guns with fiuiitic riespo 
ration. In these scrviees, her Majesty's 4nth were 
much distinguished. This regiment captnr&ii four 
standards^ aitd two of ita commanding nflicci¥i in 
succession (Major Stopford and Captain Coitring^ 
ton) were disabled by wounds. By the Snd gn?- 
midiers, two standards were captured ; and the IGth 
grenadiom worthily aided the achievements of this 
portion of the British forcse- 

The brigatle under Gencml Littler, after dis- 
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p&raing tlic fight of tho onfymj at MahaFajpoor^ ad* 
vancod, supported by Captain Grant^a troop of horse 
artillery iind tho 1st regiment of light cavalry, to 
attack tho main position atCbontla in front. It was 
oirried hy a rtish of the Queen^s 39th, under Major 
Bray (who was despeiatoly ’wonruled), supported by 
the Qneen's 56tb, under Major Dick. Two regi¬ 
mental standards \rcro i:Taptiired» A small work of 
fonr guns on the led of this pofiitiom long and obsti¬ 
nately defended by tho enemy, was compelled at 
length to yield to the grenadiers of the Q.ncen^s 39th, 
under Captain Campbell, aided by a wing of the 
5Gth native infantry, under Miyor Phillips. 

Tho Tictor)' was complete, hut it was not gained 
without difficulty, nor without very heavy loss, the 
killed, wounded* and missing amounting to nearly 
eight hundred- So strenuous a lusUtance has rarely 
been offered by a natixe army when opiKised to a 
British force, even when the disparity of numbers 
lias been far greater than it was on this occaBion* 

* The following nre bonamhiy mendoDcd in tlie 

report df th^battlc: -^Major-Generiil Ctiurchill, C, B- (killed); Cup- 

lam SomrfBd, gttniBiiicr gimnfa {wonJulBd); Littitcnanl-Colonel 

B-Sondeinip B.. ctigintinrs (killed) ■ Major CronimciiDi C+ B., l*-t 
iiglit cnviJry (kilkd); Major-Gnieml Sir J* Tlifiekwcll, G. C, B.; 
Major-General* Dmms and liEtler; Brigadier Gowan s Major- 
Ocftcml Valiant, K. H.; Brigadjeii @€Ott, Stacy, Curaton, and 
Wiight; Major Bmitli, of the eneineexv ; Major-Gtneral Smifo ; 
M^or-Gcncnil Lnmlcyt Ucutciuiiit-Calonel Garden; 

Grant; Major Barr; Major fkimitiiaQd! LpbolMiBnt-Cokinel 
Burlton; Captain Hanwy; yeiitenaut-Coloiici Birch; livo- 
tcniuiC W* Frawr Tytlcr ; Caplsruji Ekiui ; yetitcnimt-Coloticl 
Gough, G. B.k her Majesty's 3rd liid't drafcoons; Mnjnr Havelocki 
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The commaTider-in-ehief thua expresses himself (rni 
the subject: 1 re^et to saj thxt our loss bus hocri 

very severe, infiDitelj' beyond what I calcnkter] 
upon; indeed 1 did uot do Justice to the gallantry of 
mj opponents ” 

On the some day which gave victory to the Bri¬ 
tish force, under the commander-in-chief, the left 
wing of the army, under Major-General Grey, de¬ 
feated a large Ijody of Gwalior troops, and cnjJtured 
their guns, twentj-foor itJ number, a standard, all 

C,B., her Mujesty’i lath light iafantrr; licutemuit Frepd, her 
Majesty's 31st foot (wounded}; Captnin R. Smith, 28th natiTt 
inlhntni’; Cnptain Evans. 26th light mfantiT; LieutEBMit Bagot. 
15th native Infantry : Cnpliiin Sir R, Shnkespw, artihoiy! Cap¬ 
tain Cnrtii. 37th native mAintry; Lietitwumt MiodoniliJ, 2ntt 
Modnu light cavalry i Lieutenant Hayes, 62ikd nathe infentry; 
Captain Pratt, Idth lancen : Cnptuin aBytnn, 4th li^t oavaliy; 
Ueutnumt Pattaiwofi. ISth lancers; Liebtciiuit CirwcU, 3rd light 
dngooo!; Captain Hemes, 3rd light dragooua; Lieuteoaiit 
Hmny. engineers j Captain McKio, her Mqesty’i 3nl Buffs f 
Lieutenant Sneyd, srth oatitie kifiutry: Lieutenant DowtaM. her 
Majesty's 40th foot; Major Bray.her Mejesty's 3flth {wmtojied}! 
Major Btianhensee, her Majcity’s SSth; Majors Dick and 
Phil tip, seth native infantry} Major Ryan, her Majesty's SOth; 
Ciqttaiii NiMW, her Majesty's 39th; Captain Campbell, her 
Majesty** SSth; Captain Graves, 16th greDiulieTi; Lieuteoant 
Cnker, her Majeety's Sflthi Captain Harria, 70th imtivE Infhntay: 
C-p r»in. AlcoeV and Johnston, 4eeh nalive infontiy ; Lientenemt 
Vaqghan, Slat native Infeutiys LiEUtenBnt.Ca.lflBcl Maciweo, 
IGth gnmadien : Llentennnt.Colonel Hamilton, !!nd grenadiEra j 
Major fitopford. Captain Ccdrini^n. and Cnpuin Oliver, aucces- 
iiveiy rommanding her Majesty's 4l>th (th* first two wounded): 
Captain Manning, leth grenadierB; Captain VMing. Snd gttmi. 
dins; Lleuteannt Kdson, hw Majeaty'i 40th foot; Brigadier 
Tennant; Brigadier Riley; Superintemllng-SuTgeiM "Wood ■ 
Pield-SiirgeDA Chalmers : Assistont-Sutfc™ Stephens, 
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their ammunition, anil some treasure. General 
Grey had marehed from Siinmereea to llurka-ltB- 
Seiai on the 28tli of Decemher, and there learned 
that the enemy were in position at Antree, ueTen 
miles in front of his camp, and iutended to make a 
night attack. On the 2&th General Grey made a 
march of sixteen miles, being desirous of getting 
through a narrow Talley, extending from Himmut- 
ghur to Pmm iar. The enemy, it appeared, m arched 
from Antree early on the same day by a parallel 
movement, took up a strong position on the heights 
in the immctliate vicinity of tlie fortified village of 
Maiigore, near Puiiniar, and comrnencetl firing on the 
British line of baggage. Some cavalry, uiitler Bri¬ 
gadier Harriott, were detached to oppose tliera, and a 
trtwp of horse artillery, under Captain Brind, took 
up a position from which they were enabled to re™ 
turn the enemy’s fire with precision and ottect; but 
the envalry were unable to approach the enemy, 
from the ground being intersected by ravines. About 
four o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy was ob¬ 
served to have taken up a position on a chain of high 
hilla^ four miles to tlio east of the British camp- 
Here General Grey determbiod to attack them, and 
arrangements for the ptirjinao were ma<1e. The 
attack was commenced l>y her Majesty’s 3rd Bulls, 
and a company of sappers and miners, w'Ijo liad bemi 
detached to take up a position oyiposite to tlmt oc¬ 
cupied by the Mahrattos. It was directed against 
tbo centre of the enemy’s force, who were driven 
from height to height in gallant style, with tlie 
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of tljpir pms. A wing of the 39th native infnntiy 
having occapied the crest of a hiU comraaofling the 
euemf’e left, after pouring in a destmetive fire, 
rushed down and captured a linttery of two gunp. 
Brigftdior Yatca, ami Major £arJe, succcssivelj 
manding the 39th, were both wounded. An infantry 
brigafle, under Brigadier Anderson, of tlie Queen’s 
.'iOtli, gavB the finishing stroke to the (fnrmy, runJ 
captured the guns which hatl escaped the previous 
attacks, iler Majesty's 5l)th regiment, and the fiCtJi 
and .^Sth native infantry, seem to have been chiefly 
concomed in achieving the satisfactory teminati<.m 
of the conflict.* 

The natural consequence of the success which hod 
attended the British in the two battlea was to bring 
tlie Maharanee and her advisers to accept whatever 

* The foUowiog officen nre aoiDed by General Gray os hn- 

fiDurably 4 ^ Lkcuit^ntit-C^lcinel hErr MnjctK 

3rd BttlfB ; aad Major Et^rl&p 3Pdi oativo hi* 

fiintry (both wcmiidodj i Brigadin' AndcTKm, W 50tL 

(wouDilod); M&jor Petite Iwr 50th: Major WiJte, 50tfi 

ojirivo infamry; Captiin Paiker, bHth hrlkiitiy + Brigaiiicr 

Bitliiiilph, Major Oeddei, Cuptaia Com^bn^ll^ Ueatcniint 
nil p| the artOlciy; Mfljor FitageraJd^ 11 th ravahy: HrigHdicr 
Stubha^ oamiiMinding in Sipree continj^outi Captuio Chiiatie, Hlh 
liTCgTilnr cartklry s Lieulejiikut-Colonel PuTHiJtiflt deputy eoknoaiB* 
Atiry.^norol; LiL’^tftiiiiaJit CunisinghBuip detd engiDerr; Lieoteiuint 
MiL3(wellf Boppcira: Captain Had, ufistuit r^iwttraaiiAtef-gniii:- 
rnl^ Captain Guyon. jEipuEy uaiatant adjcilBiH-gentniJ j Captain 
Todor, hor MujeHty"* SOth j Dri^dier Canapbrll; Majot Majn- 
and Captain G. MninwAfing. Genmil Giry's deipiilch 
beM dale the SOtb of Diasanhcr, the day after the battle, Hkc 
deaputch of the comniandcr-in-chicf h doted the 4th of JiLtiiiary^ 
"ix da)'s nftoT the eoufllct i the esu^ of the delay le net ex- 
plumed. 
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terms it might please the Tictore to dictate. On the 
30tl) of December the Maharajah and Mahamnee 
Tsero admitted to a conference with the govenior- 
getieml, and after an interchtuige af the Ufinal espxca- 
flions of civility, and of much more, scarcely less usual 
on such occasions, and certainly not more sit]cere, the 
British authorities, in conjunction with the native 
chiefs in attendance on the Maharajah and Maha¬ 
ranee, adopted the following propositione to meet 
the existing state of circurastaucea—the Maharajah 
to issue on order to all his officers and servants to 
defflst from hostilities against the British armies; 
the govemor-gctieral to issue a similar order, for¬ 
bidding hostilities on the part of the British troops, 
unless they should be attacked; the Mahamjali to 
issue orders for furnishing all necessary supplies to 
the British armies, on the requisition of the coni- 
missary-general; these orders of the Maharajah to be 
sent by Huzzooreeabs, in such manner as distinctly 
to make known his highness’s determination to 
have them observed; the Maharajah to send Huzzoo- 
reeahs, with a safe conduct, with the messengera dis¬ 
patched by the British commander-in-chief to the 
army in Dundelcund; to prevent collision, no Gwa¬ 
lior troops to be allowed to come within thrM miles 
of any position taken up by the British armies, the 
British armies to advance to the immediate vicinity 
of Gwalior on the 2iid of January, ami the goveroor- 
gcneral to take the Maharajah with him; the British 
government to give compensation to such tnlii 
valors and others in the Gwalior states, as might 
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lifl-ve boen earposed to loea bj of iti urmi^ 

jind the amount of th^ ou^ipeoaation to be paid 
under arraageiDenU to \)q niado at a future time 
by Seindia- Lastly, the Maharajah was to issue the 
following proclamatioQ^ and to cau^e it to have the 
quiekeat and widest circulation poeeiblei— 
Hritish armies have entered the Gwalior territorios 
to prrjteet tho person of the Maharsjaht to support 
hia just authority, and to establigh a government 
eapabie of mnintainiug the aeciistomed relations of 
friinidsiiip between the two states. AH faithful 
subjeetH of Seiiidia ate therefore directed to give 
them every aid in their power- No person will be 
injured by the British armies. All suimplies famished 
wdll be paid for. AH damage uninteDtionany done 
will be etjmpensatod,”* 

These arrangeruentfl were followed by others for 
settling anew' the Telations betw'een the British 
govemmeut and that of Semdia, the dispersion of the 
mutinous army, and the future mode of conduetiag 
the allairs of tho government. On the 5th January, 
tbo governor-general and tho army having advanced 
to Gwaiter, the chief pointa of a now treaty wore 
agreed upon, at a confcrouce held with some of the 
ehiefs. The mode adopted for carrying on the 
governinent w^as very ditterent from that which had 
fbniiorlv liceu deemed the mo&t advaatageou[s+ In¬ 
stead of vesting it in a single i>enionT and thus 
securing an undivided r^ponsibilityj it was coia-^ 
tnitted to a council the president to bo the pria^ 
» Further Pmperfi/' No- r*kg^ 170. 
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cipal agewt in the conduct of aSairs, and the 
medium of communiciitioii MTth the Bntifib residctit* 
The fliBbandmcntofthe army wna effected much more 
quietly than had been anticipated- The task was 
commenced on the £)tb of Januaij’, and completed 
by the I7th without a single disturbance- Part of 
the men were enlinted in the new contingent force; 
the remainder received a gratuity of three months’ 
jiay, and iJepartttl to seek their futuro liveliliood 
elsewhere. 

The new ticaty was mtified by the go\emor- 
geiieral on tlie 13th of January. It consietod of 
twolTO articlea. The first tecogni;ted and confirmed 
all existing treaties and engagements, except as to 
points where alterations might be made by tho new 
one. In the anumeration of tho treaties understood 
to he in force, that of Boorhampoor was included. 
By the second article it was provided that tho con¬ 
tingent force stationed in the territories of Scindia 
ghonld be iutro^Bred, and that pcnnaji'Eiit provision 
ehoald be made for dcfrajiDg its charge hj tbo 
afiaigmnent of the revenue of certain districts enu¬ 
merate in a schedule attofibed to the tceatVi Biicb 
revenue to be in addition to any eource of income 
previou&iy eet apart for the purpose. By the thinl 
article^ it after defraying the charges of tho con¬ 
tingent force, and of the civil administration of tiie 
districts assigned for its supportt there shontd bt? 
any surplus beyond the amount of eighteen lacs of 
CoTuimuy^s rupees^ the aur|:p]us in excess of such sum 
to he paid over to the Mahaiajais; hut if the 
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neVGiiues and recGipta should fall short of oigbteea 
Iflca, tbe AtobiLrajab Tivns ta niakt* up tbe deficietioy- 
Thy fourtli urticio declfuiod, that for the bettor &eciir- 
lug of thu due payment of ibo revouiica of tbe 
osBigaed districts, and fur tbe bettor pnjserving of 
good order tberoiUj the civil admiaiBtraiiou of iboBo 
districts sbould Ui coridoclctl bjr tlie Britisb govern- 
nioiit in tbe same manner os in tbe districts of wbirli 
the royennes btwl btfeii preriously assigiied. The 
fifth article introduced ii subject of Btandiog impiirt- 
ance iind interest in —tliat of dcbt^ The 

claims of tbe llritish government on that of Gwalior, 
arifiing frf>ni a variety of saurceai were taken (sijIj- 
Ject to future esairiination) at twenty-eLs lacs of 
rupees, and it was agreed that jiajment of tliat auni 
Nhould Ijo made within fourteen ilays from the iJate 
of tbe treaty. In default, the revenues of fnrtUer 
districts, enumerated in another Bchodule attached 
to the treaty, were^ to be made over to tbe British 
government, to be held by it until such time as its 
claim iOi Scindia*B govemment ahonJd be b(|uidatod^ 
together wdth interest at the rate of five por cfowt. 
[ker annum. In regard to tliis Bubjeet, tlio govemor- 
generfi! observed, ia the despatch annoniicing the 
oonclusiou of the treaty, “ Schodule li w'as from the 
first tx mere form, as the durbar declared tboir hiten- 
tion of paying the amount demanded from them, 
and have now intimated to tbe resident that it is 
ready Jor him to send for when ho pleases. The 
flixth art icle commenced with another recognition of 
the treaty of Boorhampoor* though it wits not 
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of military force to be nmiiitamed by the Mabaiajab, 
atid to provide for the reduction of the anny to the 
prescribed number. The sevetit h provided for the dU- 
ebarge of the arreare nf pay to the disbanded trooj«, 
aiid for bestowing a gratuity on those not re-culisted. 
The two artieies ran thus:—"And wliereas the British 
government is boimtl by treaty to protect the iieraon of 
his highness the Midiarajab, liis beira and siicccssora, 
and to protect bis highness's dominions from foreign 
invasion, and to quell serious disturbances therein; 
and the army now maintained by bis highness is of 
unnecessary amount, emharraesing to his highness s 
government, and the cause of disquietude to neigh- 
iKiuring states: it is therefore further agreed, that 
the military force of all anus hereafter to be main¬ 
tained by Lis higtmess, exclusi ve of the coiitingont 
above provided for, sliall at no time exceed nine 
thousand men, of whom not more than three 
thousand shall be infantry, with twelve field gunSj, 
two hundred gunners, vrith twenty other guns; and 
his highness the Maharajah engages to take imme¬ 
diate measures for the redaction of his army uithm 
the number above specified, and the British govern¬ 
ment engages, on its part, to assist hia highness 
therein, should such aid appear to lie required. It 
is further agreed, tiiat his highness will discharge 
all pay due to the troops disbanded, and also give 
a gratuity of three months' ]iBy to such of the 
officers, non-commiiHioneii officers, and privates of 
the corps disbanded, as may not be re-enlisted in 
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the coDtiDgoutj or in any new corps fomjeci by his 
highnesA.^ The opemtion of reduction wag in 
progrpM when tho treaty was ratified, and, as 
already mentioned, was conipleted four days after¬ 
wards. Next came that important part of tiie 
treaty which was to regulate the fain re goTemment 
of the Gwalior state* By the eighth article it was 
detemiined tliat the minority of the infant prinee 
should be tfoiifiidoied to terminate on his attaining 
the full age of eighteen yeiins, and not sooner ■ and a 
day was fixed as that on wtiicli such age would he 
attninefJ, namelyi tho Iflth of JamuuTf 1853^ It 
wjia then declared to haye been agreed, that during 
the prince's minority the persons intrusteil with the 
administration of the government should act upon 
the advice of the British Tosident, and the words 
which foUowefl gave to this provision as wide a rango 
as could poBsihly be desired- Those exercising tho 
functions of government were to act upon tho 
British resident's advice, not only generally or on 
important points^ but “in all matters wbetein such 
ail vice shall be offered*" This, it wUl lie Been, 
virtually transferred the government to tho British 
resident, and convorted the parties having place m 
the body dignified by the high-aounding name of the 
Council of Hegency into mere ministerial dependonm- 
No ctiange was to he made in **the persons iiitnjste<l 
with the adininistration,'" as they are properly de¬ 
signated ID this article, thongh more pomj>oiiHly 
referred to in the next as the Council of Itogciicy.^ 
without the consent of the British resi<lcat,^^ acting 


CHAP. 

XXXUp 


HISTOHY the 


CUAP. 

XXXIl. 


522 

under the express authority of the governor-general. 
Considering the importance of the point to wliicli it 
relates, the latter part of this article would seem not 
to l>e cliarecturized by all tha piecisifm desirable. It 
might become ft question, what was meant by tlie 
« express authority of the govcmor-generttl." The 
ninth article nominated the persons who wore to form 
the “ Council of Regoi < cyTho tenth aEsignetl to tlie 
Maharanee an annual ailow.'ince of three lacs, to he 
at her uwn sole dispoBaU 'I'he oloveiitli pleilgcil the 
British government, “ aa heretofore,” to “ exert its 
influence and good offices for maintiiining tho just 
territorial rights of the MabarajaU ami the subjects 
of tho state of Scindia at present existing in the 
neighbouring and other native states.” 'I'he twelllli 
and last article rocurded the iiettling and mtifieathm 
of the treaty. 

On the day on which the treaty was ratiiied a 
notification of the fact was published by urdor of 
the govomor-gwieral, announcing, as the result of 
tho Imtdes which had been fought, the secure estnh* 
lishmeut of British supremacy. This boast might 
perhaps have been spared. The maintenanoe to the 
British govcnmieiit of the position to which it may 
justly aspire, of being the paramount power in India, 
sljould always bo kept in view by tJiuse intrusted 
with the odiuinistration of that government; there 
may be occasions on which it is expedient publicly 
to asaert the claim to it; but there seems some 
fleficicncy of generous feeliiig in parading it l»efore 
an bumbled enemy at a time when friendly relation? 
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liiul just been Tustorod by tbe conclusion of n now chap. 
treaty. Another allusion seenu on the same ground 
exceptionable. “The governor-general" it was EtoJiU 
“succcfisfui in the lieldr has nrlliored to the principles 
njion ^hich the Intervention of the British govern- 
ment, in the aiSiirs of the Gwalior state, was fttmi 
the first based.*’* It could not be necessary at 
such a moment to remind the people of Gwnlior 
that the British had been “Buccessfiil in the field." 
Exception on other ground might also be taken to 
thii^ passage: success in the field $9 claimed not for the 
British government but for tbe govemor-gcnciul, 
who, it is to be piesumcd, did not interfere with tho 
duties of the commander-in-chief, who was hiraself 
present fur the purpose of conducting tho military 
operations. The 18th of January brought forth a a, p. ibia, 
jiroclamation, wliidi does not seem directed to any 
object which might not he supposwi to l»e effected 
by the notification of the 13th. The issue of these 
papers, indued, oiler tho conclusion of the treaty, 
nud the recognition of a government estahliabed 
under that treaty, appears to have bwi no other pur¬ 
pose hut to pdvo expression to a feeling of triumph, 
and to gratify a desire of treating tho G walior state 
as a conquered country.f Judging from the tangunge 

t To -ti-M,. the nsaiier to judge oa thu point lor himBelf, both 
[MpcTA are lubjainwl i — 

•• Net^kstiam o/li* Gmtrjur-Gtmeral. 

" Camp tiwJiM, IS Jannnry, 1844. 

■‘The evil advice of m-dwpo««l peraona. ccmtideiine cioly their 
own inlcitato, and WJt tliC good of the Ovmlior atote, ami the 
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officially held on the snbject, it seems to have been 
thought ni) act of extraorcliimrr lenity that the 

iw>lutiQii of the CSisulior winy* oTer-MKpfideDt la ite strength, to 
cadenTOQr to preserve the advantstgcs it dcirived froTii il£ power 
over thp gtsvemment of Somdkiii. led to two bftttles between 
the Britl&h foTtta and tbme of frwaijor, deeply tfi be loincuited on 
viccoutit of the lofia of brave men mutually suitmued* but having 
for their result the seeure establiahineiit of Biitisb Bupremsey- 

** The goverUior-genenii, aucetfisEul in the heldj, haa adhered to 
prlncipicB upon which the inlcrveDtion of the iJritiili guvemmtDt 
m the afihirs of the OWior state wa*. from tbe fint, Lnsed, He 
has only used the power which victory baa placed iu hia hands to 
cany into effect the ncceBaary mcasnieQ for secumig the future 
tnuu^uiUity of the eoEnumn Gautier of the two HliteB> for estab- 
litbing the juet authority of the Maharajahguvernment^ and Tot 
providing for the proper eaetoiae of that authority during hia 
highnesA^A minority^ 

"A treaty-H calmkted Co effect these legitimaie objects^ and enn- 
hrmmg former trearieB, hm UxtB day been signed by the Hritiah 
plenipotentiaries and the Coniudl of ttegimcy, and ratified by the 
guvcmoT-gennnl and hla highneBs the Maharajah Jyiijec Rnn 
Scindiih^ 

** ^rbe accusfDtaeil friendly reladans between the flritigli goTem" 
inent and the Gwalior state are now restored i and the British 
artnieH will immedhiCely retnm to thrir own pTovincei- 
By order^ &c- F+ Cuikib, 

SecffUiy tn GflTPniiiinit fif IndUp 

with the Got^eadr-GeuanL^' 

** Preehmaiion Ay the Corerttor^Generaf, 

** Camp Gwalior, 15 January^ IB44. 

** The governor^general makoB bnown to nil the aubjecta of the 
Maharajiih Jyajec Rao Sdndiah, and to nil the inhnbitante of the 
tcnituricB odjulding theae pf Ms hlghneBS, that fricndahip has 
beeu le-efltnbllshcd between the British government and the 
Maharajah, and thu!: the British govcrniBflnt will rcecive fcom hi* 
iiighucsa Buffidiemt funds wheixwitb to proTidc a force for tiae 
preservation of good order witbiu hia higliness's dominkma^ which 
dominioni, u well as the perBcm mid authority of hi* MgbneBB,. 
arc under the protectiou of the British government. 
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Htate uliooJd have been sufTew] to exist at all; for 
it h made matter of baoflt, in a doF^patch addttJBSed 
by the govenior-geneml to the Secret Committee on 
the Bnbjeotf that neither the excjtemont of victory 
nor the conaoiouBnoes of irrcsistihJe power lim ]ed 
to the entertainment of views of ambitions aggmn- 
dizement,”* 

On reviewing the strange course of events which 
commenced at Gwalior early in 1843, and were 
ekised by the treaty cnncludod at the bt^ginning of 
the following ycari tlio ob^tener, as far as the native 
state is ooncemcdi wiil hnd little to distingnish the 
proceedings there from the ordinary rontlne. A 
host of male and fctnalo intriguers; intent on no¬ 
thing but circumventing each other^ are the regular 
oeenpants of an Oriental court; and an iU-poid, mu¬ 
tinous, and threatening arm j% holding in terror those 
whom it professes to eervci is by no means an im- 
oommon appuntlHge. But the conduct of the British 
authoFJtica throughout these scries of strange tnujs- 
aetions may well strike men'^s minds as not being dis~ 
tlnguished by any remarkable unity of purpose, or any 

■'The girWiiQr-geiim], tbrnforv, wkub bB dittorben nf tie 
pear«, iJid ill eudi aa nre digpliediimt to bl» yghneee's jort 
muthodty, that thrir miedeeda emnot be ptfinittcdi ood he 
exlorti them to Abstom ttim ioiiih lui^ta ilb auiaaE fkiL to draw 
tqion tfaein pimishmuit ftom hm Iiigtuac9s, and the M:¥trpH dis- 
pleuure of the Brideb govmunent. 

" By order of the right honoiinihLe the goTimior-§™ml. 

■"F* CuAWA^ 

•* SHivtKFj to the OmmiKial of 

with die GOTPTwr-Gswf»L" 

^ '* Further Puper*,'* No. 140, 142- 
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vciy consistent perseYenince in prosecntiiiij the pur¬ 
pose entertained for the time, ’whEtever it mi^itt be. 

Tho connection between the British government 
and tliat of Gwalior was very loose; and it was not 
easy to define with accuracy what tho one might 
fairly demand, and tlie other be reasonably expecte«l 
to yield. But at the time of the dceeaao of 
Junkojee Itao Scindia there ap{ioared to be a 
distinct feeling that the British govemniont roiglit 
expect its views to be consulted as to the selection 
of a succesaor, and the mode hi which the gtiveni- 
meitt was to be carried on. When tiio time arrived 
for the entlirnnement of the youthfiil prince, ho 
was, with the concurrence of Uio assembled chiefs, 
led to the guddeo by the British resident: and 
whateycr niiglit iiave been the actual viewa of the 
leading persons at Sc India’s durbar, there was every 
external sign of deference to his opinion, or to that 
of the government which he represented. It was 
the suggestion of the govern or-^nemt that *^it 
would be meet for the benefit of the Gwalior atato 
that the regency should he confined to one person, 
in whom, during the minority of the Mahanijah,” 
might “reside all the authority of the state. It would 
be,” his lorilship continued, “ for tho regent to 
nominate tho ministers, and they would be respon¬ 
sible to him. This arrangement," Ida lordship added, 
“evidently the most advantageous to the ny nnd the 
family of Scindia for all purposes of internal govern¬ 
ment, as preserving intact the sovereign authority 
during the minority of the young Mahanyali," was 
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** ftt tlifi same that which" wns “most conduciFe 
to the maititeimnce of friendly relations Ifctweeii the 
mj of Gwalior luid the British go\emmeiit, as in ail 
ctisce of complaint, if any such should arise, against 
the subfectfl of the state of Gwalior, the British 
government trould know what iiniiTidual it filioulJ 
lioU fesptmfiibJe for the conduct by which It wa? 

waa tliiis the opinion of the govemor- 
genorah that until the adopted prince shoulr] be 
of OJi ugd to esoreise sovereign authority for him^ 
selfi the powera of the state Bhoidd^ with reference 
to the interests of Gw^alior» and £o those w'lhch the 
govemor-geneml waa still more especlfdly bound to 
promote—the interacts of Great Britain — -be ad- 
ministored by a single person. This was not all, fur 
ho determined wlio was the moat eligible pemn for 
the office. On this subject the resident at Gwalior was 
thus ingtnietcd: “ Your opinion in favour of the Mama 
SahiTi inclines the governor-genera] to consider tliat 
the lloneeand ehiefa and people of Gwalior would do 
well in selecting him as regent.^’* After adverting 
to some cireumstanecf? which* in the opinion of tlm 
governor-general, tended to recommend the claims of 
the Mama Saliib* the comniunic^tjon to the resident 
proceeds thus: “Thegovenior-genoml would tliore- 
fore gladly aee tho regency confened upon the Mama 
Sahib, Thu governor-general cannot doubt that 

• It might here be inquired^ what was merwit hy refernng to 
the " people'^ of Gwnlior b* hiLving Rny Bhare in the chato^ of a 
ruJer- Thn ikmocrnUjc portiDa of the Gwalior cou^titfliion has 
nut yiirt, it been dmloptiln 
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the Mama Salul>, Benaible of tlie impoitance of pro- 
aeiving a gooil onderstatiding with the British gn- 
veniment, and cf'peoiallj’ of taking, in coiytincdon 
with the British resident at the oonrt of Gwalior, 
all measures whicb froni time tm time may appear 
to be required for the preservation of tranquillity 
upon our common frontier, vrould readily avail him- 
self of the advico of the resident, and endeavour 
thereby to avoid aU grounds of difference between 
the two goveraments."* 

At the durbar of Gwalior these viewa were not 
generally entertained. Tlie pteiiominant party 
there wished cither to delay the appointment, and 
Buffer the iJiinifiteis previously in offieo to continun 
to cany on the government, or, if there were to 
lie a regent, to pltme one of themselves in that 
important jwst, the person selected for the office 
being the Dada Khasjee Walla, who was subse¬ 
quently the cause of so much mischief. They 
3 delded, however—upon what motives is not very 
readily traceable, bnt yield they did, and the Mama 
Sahib became regent with the avowed counte¬ 
nance and support of that government which holds 
the balance of power in India. It has been ad¬ 
mitted that there w'ould be some difficulty in fixing 
the precise extent of interference with Gwalior 
which on such an occasion tlie British government 
might claim to exercise. Had the chiefs refused 
to appoint a regency, there might, in the judgment 
of some, have lieeti no sufficient call for enforcing 
* "FiutliEi' Fipcfi.'^' No, 11, punt 
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by arms the ref^otnmeudatfcHi of the dominant 
power* although tliat rtcomiiieniliitioii waa given 
with a direct view to the jiiteraets of the state of 
Gwalior, and to the mdnteimnco of peace on it^i 
borders. The mme opiniou may be maintained, with 
plausibility at least* iu refercaoe to two otlicr nnji- 
posable cases i that the chiefs had reftised tn 
deposit the entire i>ower of the state with an in¬ 
dividual, aud had preferred the plan ultimately 
adopted by the govcraor-geiicmh of cotnuiittiag it 
to a couneili or that, although williug that the 
sovereign power should be exercised by one inau, 
they Ghould have made a choice differing from 
that of the govemor-genenil. In either of these 
cases, timid reasoneis might Itave suggester! acqui¬ 
escence* and although it could not have la^en dis- 
nembleth that in recommeudiiig that which it was 
not prepared to enforce, tlie g(.jverniiient of British 
India had placed itself in a Mse position, much 
might have boon said upon the danger and hi' 
justice of interterence. None of these three possi¬ 
ble cases, however* actually orciirml. The |verson 
named by the govemor^geneml was recognized as 
srde regent* mid there ran be no question, that 
from the moment of liis having been thus recog¬ 
nized, the British authorities were bound to aiipport 
him. This was felt at the time* and the language 
held on belmlf of the hightMSt of tliose authoritiefl 
to the British resident was the following :—**The 
governnr-genenil did not acqtiaiiit you, that he was 
pre[)Hred to siipport the authority of the rcgonr, 
VOL. v[, 2 m 
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wittiDiit tnkln^!^ nt the satne tiniest ^ho Tiewsflarj 
prclinjitiiiry to enable liini to jjfive ^lt once 

the moat ettectual support, if it shonld be detJired. 
It ifl iHCODTotiieHt that tboro should be protneted 
i^UBpenae upon this point; and the ^ovemor-geiienil 
is therefore atiNiouia to knoi^'j m booh aB |Hri^ib]e* 
whether tlie state of affiilrs at Gwalior h ftiieh 
to remler it inipfobablc that his imtuediate aid 
wiU Ijecome neces&ary to flHpi>ort the regent Ei 
authority^’* These were not empty wonli. The 
goverHOF-genenLl was at that time eortainly P**n* 
|)ared to act mion thcmi ? for the following pnjHBago 
occiira in a Bubsei]iient eenimuiHcatioii in rej>lj to 
an intirnation that the occurrence of a necessity fiir 
intetference was not looked for*—The governur^ 
genenih satisfied that no necesaity will occur fur 
the march of troops upon Gwaliort to support the 
regent^s autlioritjt now countermand tlie sevenJ 
meofliires he had taken for the purpose of coiicen- 
tniting a prepondemtirig ftjrce*^*f 

The wisdom of the act annonneed in the last 
i|notation may be doubted. It was true that the 
regent ttioaght that there was no immediate ucces- 
sity for the employment of British troops, aud that, 
if it cntild be aynided, it were better not to erilph»y 
them. The latter opinion might be W'dl foimdeil, 
but tile former tmght not to have been received 
with such a degree of confidence as to lead to the 
prwdpitale ubandiiiiriient of precauttonis winch nmler 

* ** Kartiwr Ptapera,^* Koi 21* poge 

t Furlbfr i*bpw"/* 24, pup? 1?- 
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(tpefllsel v the same fitate yf aflkirfl jt Imil been thought 
exjicdient to adopt. It was knowti that port of tlie 
army was inutinoiu, and that the good feeling of the 
renminder eoald not be depotided mjon; that in¬ 
trigues in the palsee were uncensing and compli¬ 
cated ; that there was a strong army of interests 
ainl prejudices against tiie regent; that the Malin- 
miiee was not well alTectcd towards him, and that 
she was surronnded hy paities who hater] mid were 
anxious to circumvent him; all this was known, and 
yet within three days after the governor-general had 
declared himself ready to giro "effectual sup¬ 
port **10 the authority of the regent—that is, support 

liy means of an armed force — he detcmiincd to de- 

■> 

prive !jimseJf of the Dieting of fulfilling liis plixlge 
liy eoimtemiBJtiliiig tliu pnopiimtioD-^ which ho had 
inado.* 

Up to the time when the orders of countemiand 
were given^ no doubt seems to ^I^lve been on- 
tertnified as to the jiroprielyof interfering by force, 
if noeefisary. But immeciiatelj aftonranlfi, the goTfer- 
iioT-geueniJ is found holding Itinguago ifitiniatiiig 
that doubt existed, lu a letter to die re^ideut, 
dated lltli Mtireh, after a rOTanuouncement nf the 
want of ahiHtj to nffoni aid, the following pai^^ge 
oecurs: " This circiitustance adds to the foree of the 
objections which the goToriior-general would in 

• 'ilic Ictfier utmoundJi!* the intcotion of rappoTtiug^ the 
authority iff the rvb^nl datr^l the af Mareh. 1&43 ; that 
Inlinuitui- the Jutenriiai to rountermiiii.iJ the prepBratious ccnuJc for 
liffcrtiug it bciuB iSaie tiie Slh of dwr same moalli. 
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mj eiL%c Imve seen to the adoption of any step of a 
violent natnrPf of which the effect on tlie aniiy might 
be pr^ddematicah and which would inevitabjj pro¬ 
duce a feeling of hostility towards the regent on 
the part of the Mahnnmee."^ His lordship a| 4 >ears 
to haye adhered to this convictioti after the dcpoail 
c^f the regent; for it will he retnembered that when 
the resident on the 20 ih of May solicited permission^ 
in case of neoe^itj,^ to cal! upon the general oiheer 
at Agra for assistanen in troopa, ** to reinstate tho 
Mamju aod turn out those who” liad **beoJi the 
piinei[ial actors in the late disturbaJiccH^” it was 
fused on the ground that the employment of tn>o}® 
to interfere in the internal disputes of an allied state 
was a matter of Urn much importance to admit of 
the power of calling them out being delegated 
to any one. It might Im that, in his lordship's 
judgments no force could be fun^i^hed by the com- 
mooditig officer at Agra, of suffieient Btrength to 
overawe* or if rcijuiflite to overcome* the troops 
likely to be oppo^eil to them; but this ia not the 
reason assigned to the resident. Indeed, at this 
time^ it Boems to have been a question whether the 
British government should countenance even the 
advocacy of the claims of the Mama Bahib, or 
abando[i them ; and it was not long before the latter 
cour^ was preferred.f The humbled regent retired 

* ** FuTthi?r Papera/" No. page 19. 

t Th.iB ]■ tJaiplj Liluiitnited by the eiomeipoDdenro la iJa^ *" Ftir- 
ther Pspere.” In the foUawing letter frain tbe govemor-geceniJ 
to the reflidentk dated the of Jane, thmigh a high tone iM ti- 
anzned, there tne indieBjdoni of wmverfng;— 
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fnim the Kt-jio of bia tempomry ifreatneBs; the 
British resident itbs even jnstract«n1 to press bis* 

Icctrr gf th. 31« cJrimo, to the foriagn «. 

crelwy. wig dclivcird u, iqe here lut night. 

" 'ITic foretsn cearctnry ig tmt yet urived. 

*’ 1 deeply regret the ohgfiniiejr with wbwb the Mahnntnce in, 
sigtn qn the dumuBid of the regent. 

" That high officer wu plnced hi hia pregent Btatioa with the 
genml cancunenw of the ch^fa. Hjj appointment wag ropre- 
■enttd u giring general wtiefiietinii. Ihe cordial approlmtion of 
theappointmaitby the Bndah goreniffleat ™ publidy wmiaa. 
oicated to the duels, qg welJ eg to thi; Mahutanee i tuid oU wm 
diBtinetly in/armed, that the rggent wouli] be deemed the re- 
■pon^h: represtabitjTe of the Gufdloi state during the Malm, 
mjah'i minority, and, aa tuth, supported by the British gorsm- 
m-ent, 

'■ LTnrier ili these circumgtracH, it ig obviaualy impoggible for 
the Brithih goTcniment to ^equiegee in big removal, witlMiut the 
i^aignment gf tny TCBStm :&it Hitih d tneuurej the wiih of 

tLe MnMiatite. 

'“The Brittfib ipvemmeQt cah hm na direct hut the good 
of the Gindior m prefeniog om* namutEfp or re^Qtp of 

Git'nlior^ to unntiier. To ihs Bridah gtimuTnent, ^ to the Me- 
h&tiLOec bmolf^ and tq the efabdap it Eppeared but tJiree moutha 
Ego tliiEt tihB good of the Gwalior ataio wouid be bMt imnBtJtxMJ 
by placing ths Mama Boblb in the iDDdou of reg^tq duriug the 
tcunarity of tbe MaliatajiiJi - nod Bothmg hadi oDcoirod to itJter 
my opiabu upon tbat poinU 

The Mahumniiie and the muit bear in mindi llat the 
frontier of the temturfes belangTDg to the Eritiab guTenunetit^ 

*nd of thcMC of tbe fhnilior itntcs beings for the most paitt ocra- 
icrmiirnuff^ it ii a muLter of paramount irapmtmin; that then* 
ibniiJd exiat m Gwaliar a gorEmiBeiit Willingp and able* In pre* 
ienre tracquillitf ulocg that extended line. Tbe Brituh gorem* 
mmt eanmiE permit the growing upd a bu system of ruJe» gene* 
rating babies of plundE!! dong its ikruticr^ tta duty to its own 
nibjecta imperattrely requires that it should intorfere ei^cctiidly 
to mamtoin the pnhlio |veaee by ail such m^Liis ns ntny apj^ear 
best cdcidated to ieenire that esitntifiJ □bji!ctg It woiikl he far 
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retiretnent, ami ftll that tho goYerniiiHit by whom 
the Mama Sahib had bcea set up would Toucheafo 

" naion wTic .dth.rii« of the G^or =tdie : ond 1 hoped 

doae i but. fa «.y the public pe^ce n.u« be 

the GwBlidT riHte^beheld T«l»Mihlfl fw nil such laterri^ 

tiunA thereof as may wise oot of the p^-^mimBtratwo of 

event of the M«im S^hib beiag ^tmdly lepd^ved Oom 
witl of Biother fetaoa being eppobtei to perfom the func¬ 
tion. of regent or minbtef. you will tepnrt the .^tn.tnn^ 
,hieLm.y hare occurred, and hold no oScial mlmour« wah 
the ncceuor of the Mwm IStbih. without epeu^ wstroetioiie 

event of the Mimw EeHh being pnMnnily in danger, 
you will inform the Mnhnnmoe and the chief., the r^nt 
trowartion. opon the derowe of the Muhamjah heving, with 
Rcncml consent of all. placed the Mmna Sahib at the head of the 
Gwalior slate, as regent daring the minority, the Bridsb govern 
meat must oontmtie to nspect the Mam* fUMh'i high atotojo. 
luid canaiiicr him entitled to its protectiiWL 

Twodays afterword. (Sth June), in n letter bam the wei^ 
wiUi the govemor-gencml, to the resident, the regent i» r y 

thrtfvn OTB-:— . -, ■ 

ThB grjrenicT-geiJenil has bad under bifl con^dgrmticni yo 

letter of the Snd iiutapt. o i, 

« The goWTBor-gvneral ob^rrcip that the M™il Sahih hM* 

thronpfhout theK late traisactSonP, which ba^e lermiflftted lO 
downfdl. numifeibetl a wwit af ihtt decision and energy wbich 
euentul to the chief ccoduct d affhirw in a state hte that ^ 
GwbUdt. Powerful at first, md having naiaon to suppoms ^ 
might tdy upon a lerr ^ 

he uaed none of hi* advintagofl. and grad^y iJlow'ed to grow up 
BOi opinion of his weaknota. which ha^ kd tho« 
dined to hia caoscr uid tijos* whote mten^t* _ 

bound up with Mip nltimalely ^ paper rerinrring i* 

The Mnmn Sshibha. piabnhly awed bie ctowiifuU to the 
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on 1 1 IB bchnif, was a feeble eiiileavour to aeciiro hi« 
|>ersDDol Eafoty. 

very meftmrc ii|Kni he mtint h&TS movt confidently relied 

for thr necurinf of liis power, nnmclyj to tte marrkge of hi* nicsse 
to tlie MiilioFa^, which he, very inaproperly, manugeil without 
commmiicatton with jrmi. It ib miMt jwtibiilile that the DAd4i 
Kbfl^et Wnlla repre%cntetl this meuaiire to the Mjihnnmcc m in¬ 
tended to lend to th-q eiride of her luid to the 

conducting of the gmwnment by tlic Mmua ^iJiib in the Alnha- 
nunep without allowtng to tuA highuc^ any pfirtknpation 
therein. The very Hudden chiin^ in the jMMitaon of affniiw at 
Gwnlior is bo in point of time, with the marriai^e; uiwl 

tbr JHttk Kliifrjee WailPL* at first reduced to dGapair hy that ci^t, 
ikud thinking only nf siwuring hi* saiiity by retiring from Gwelior, 
WM 90 focfOi the priinE mo^of of every thing wslhlti the palnre, that 
it Ib no more thim a fair ctincliiHicm. timt, hnring obtaiiied aeocBB 
to the Mnhamn^ek he so nlarmed her hy hia rejjrcftentaidon. of the 
cfic.i!!t of tlte mamttge upon her future priKilion, os to induce her 
hig hrvpHB blimliy to aid ah hi* dedgnu- 

4, You liavE been already instructed to nlford pmoiml pnitK^ 
tion to the Mnmn SnMb. should he be in need of it; but the go- 
'mrnar-genemi niiinot but be sensible of the extreiue incouniiu-^ 
ence, and uren danger^ which muit attend our gluing pcruuuitmt 
prolectinii, within the Gwalior atate* to a subject of that atote. 
deprived of the office of t and w hEthcr. n£ the time of your 

receiving this letter, the Manm Sahib should be arfoailly under 
yoTir protectiun. or in a poBithm of precarious Mcurity within the 
LuBbkur* yon will represent to him that b? will best ecmult hw 
ovyn intcrqste by retiring from GwAhor, and you will timkc this 
rcpreAcntation in such a tnanm-r ts ahaU indnec him to id upon 
it. llic great heats uauully lead ycti at this wosoo to absent 
yourself from Gwahur, nnd the governcir-^ciieTHl icea no mJficicnt 
reason for your now departing from your nsnaJ couw. 

Vou will not fiiil to ohtido and tnunmit the fullest 
int«Uifi«ice pf tJl tliut Uika place G-nIinr your 

fthsctiee.** 

In fifteen ikyi more (June aO). tfae depowd n^nl » of 

in still more disjianigiiiff term* lhaii in tlic Idler of tiw oth : n 


CHAl'. 

XXXll. 


530 


history 01^ THE 


CHAP. 

XXXII. 


TLe rogeJit. it was rcpreBcnteil, bad disappointed 
tbo hop® Tvliicb tbe British government bad 


T*n.wEl Qf luid tb»t tlm.ugU thp 

wliom it tud been peeviouilr pwper to cMtu e 

from power, in Buggealed, __ 

“ The goToenor-scMtftl Mcr*. &oin yoitf letton of tha ISto 
instont. that the two njaHeorw yon were burtmeted to ndnpt. 

. 1 ;-rinxiirtf affinal Intercourae with the Gwahor ilurb-t, uwl of 

retiriiig to Dholapoto, lu«I the dt»i«d effect cf impraa^E 
tffi: Mahanmee and the durbsx with a lenae of the wnou* ^ 
plewure with which their recent coaJuct had been »!£««> by the 
Brili^ eDvemmcBt, 

“+2 Uvniildbc impueaihlc t^rnmncutly tti aiihEra to citM 
mewnre. bet they ato mlcukted. by the eagac appreheeii™ 
they mnil e*dte. to lend tn the adopdan d medefate Mun- 
«els by the pKty which tiaa incceeded in expcDins the Mnina 

a* The fint nf tbe will probiibly ha«! the effect of 

rttnining the dnrbnT Takeel in ulfiM, under tbe impreneion that 
he ranet be a penon with whom it wiU be most esi«*ble to yon 
to communicate: and through whom, therefoto, it will he eum 
to Mtnin some communication, than through any euecwwr he 


might recsiTC. 

"4. Tbe go^eroor-g^iiertl m inclined to oonaiticr tb» a paint 
it would be deoimble to gain, although certainly the durbar ™- 
keel did not, b the late tnuuactioiii, eeblbit much firmneu m bm 
conduct, or any very wffiiahle fidriilr ^ ^ declared patron the 


Mamdi Suhili. 

“ 5, With respe^ t& the Mama Bflhib. aith&uiph the fup^Kwt bn 

received W you «»the p^t of the Britieh goveroment. and t^ 
piovemcnt of the go«rnor-|5eMna to Agra, probuhly detenu^ 
hia election, itill he wad from the first thought of by the cbieft. 
aod it may be doubted whether, under any cinmmstBnMs. he 
might not have xximd bb owd nomiDatioii. 

“ 6. He baia proved MpiMlf quite tuiGt to maimee eithcT men 
or woTOOT* ami a miabter of G^ffalioT JQiiftt taanikg* both. 

" 7, With respect to the MabiiriinM, if abe he really falirtrtu 
■ad not abe, a» is said b the (Wper bcloecd in yteir etW^i 
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fomiorl of bim — he had mauifested ck^ficicncv of 
ability^ of firMinefl^ and of [irutlence. This clinrgo 

whnriii hm g-fievaoKi are d^taatEd, the sort of maniipieiaent re¬ 
quired must be teij difFeieiit irom ibat iji'hich Tiroiild be ndaptcd 
to a chilli of the efiiller age. 

^*8. It k erUrut that the MubaruDee ii allowed to csereiftc 
piiraaball^ & degree of power which niEiicci the mauiigement of her 
the matcmi object. No mmister, howurer appointed ^ would, 
without her, long retain bia atatioii^ imle^Sp indeed, ■ho 

wert altogether depnTijd nf ftulhority, nnd oel aaide^ a measure 
the goremor-genUiwl a by no mcanj yet prepared to adopt 

9. The governor-gerrerul baa at all times dcclarEd that wo 
require nothing Iroiii the GwaUor slalc^ except that ita tcrtilnfyp 
and especially its frootieip ibouM be ao goTeroed as not to bwnne 
the source of diaturhance to ours. Any ftffm of admiiititcriiig 
the uSairB of the Gwalior state, whieh may effect this object of 
fmuder tianquillity, will be Badsfartory to the Dritisb govern* 

** 10, 'fhe guveriior-gfineral is hy no mefliiB certain that the 
direct mode of comnniiidcaticin with the MaharaDce bcraclf, which 
has beoi auggaated m open tsj you> tmd while there is no ostcn-ii- 
blc ministcT, umy not be that w'Mcb may pracdcHlIy giw you the 
mosrt hirtieficuil mflUicuee over the government* 

“ 1TTie govcmor-generBl has, on all occoaionii ospteaaed the 
■ttong personal interest he takes in the welfare and happineaa of 
the Maharanee s nnd you might put that prominently forward in 
yotir romniuo.tcatiQn& with her hlgbneaSi oi ralcqiated to give her 
confidence in the loyally and amcerity of the advico you may 
give bur* 

** 13. The govemoT-geoeral doea not know whether you have 
any means of obtaining accurate informatioii of what pnsaea within 
tlie paUcc* still lea--, whether it ft-ould be popsible for you to secure 
the services of any one immediately about the perann of the Ala- 
hamnee, and having imy mdueneq over her; hut both th«e thinga 
it would be very deaimbk to oiiccHiiplishi, 

** 13. It i* clear that the ilavEH and others about the Maharm- 
nee haVE some inflnrace orer her, and that indiscreet changes m 
her peraonol attendant* have gone far towarihi alienatbg her muid 
from the Mama fSHhib, 
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it miflit not be difficult to siii»iMi(rt, but what 
hope ’was there of improvement frrmi Bubstituting 
the authority of the Mahamnee and her alaro girls 
in place of that of the regent ? It was known 
that this would bring in the Da.la Khnsjee Walla, 
rirtually. if not formally, os oiinistor, and be 
had always been rogartled as a dangerous person. 
PuTtber, if the Briti-sh goveranjcut were to retain 
a shadow of influence or rt'Si>ect, could it pubmll 
eatiulj and uiircaistingly to witness the overllirow 
of the regent, whose elevation it had reconunended, 
and whom alone it leeogtiized mi the mier of tlie 
Gwalior state during the minority of the prince ? 
These reasons for upholding the Mama Sahib, not¬ 
withstanding be bad in sonic ciegrec foiled to satisfy 

*" 14 . The (^«mor-gcnerol'fl impresiio?! is# thnt the McJinra- 
nee i* e rerjf Benstirei mwl anmewliat impEtuouSt girin that 
^be ifl hjr n* meEiiii Tfritheiit. ci good dlipoffition; fiJid that, with 
bur cbamctei:, nny tbing msy bo mode of her. flccordiDg ta tbe 
qiafiacr in whieb she is approiiched ond treated. In any gtbk* 
the govcmor-gcneral would wish you to piureed npon this sup^ 
positioD^ nntiJ you b^re reai^oii to cemaider it incorrect 

15. The Mpkeation yon have gi™ of yoar retirtnient to 
Dholrpoit! enable* you to tertnuiiBte it at say tlnic at wbieh you 
may deem it npcdicnit to return to Gwfilior; but the gqiremor-^ 
general wislioS that no meaauTe adopted hy you should hnr^ the 
appearanfu of Huikkniiesa, of predpitarion* and of chimge uf pur- 
posci without adequate 

This letter eootriuts qbaugely with a paaaiige in one frusn the 
same writer to the reeidentj dated thfl 11th of March: '■** hen 
hii iurdsbip fiiat mlTiJedp and iubicqumtly approved ibc nQuuna- 
tion of the Mama ^ohib oj& regeuti bL did not intrud to ndrlM nr 
approve only the selection of the Mama iiahib, under the nutho- 
nty uf the MahanLueeg and liable to he conlfolled by the intnguc^^ 
of olave giriii^* 
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the expectations Tvbicb had been entertained of his 
talents anil jiidg;iuent, were ob™ua enough ; but they 
seem eiihor not to liaTe tJccurred, or to have been 
disregarded- 

Like the regent, the British resident withdrew fr^im 
Gwaliofj and this Htep^ as it wonld $ecm from eertiiin 
partis of the eorrespondeDeet in tended as an intN 
nvation of the liispleasure of the government which lie 
reprepented. According to this view, it was deemed 
expedient to aftbrd a sullen expression of idfended 
dignity, in a eaj^ where it wm either impriident or 
iinpraotieablo to do more; but, stmngvlj enough, it 
Hfl5 thought advisable to soften this exjirt^ion as 
much ns p<jssible. In the ins true t ions given to the 
ri^ident on the subject, it is observed " The great 
lu^ata nsually lead you at this season to absent your¬ 
self from Gwalior, and the govenmr-general sees 
no aufficient reason for your now ilepartiug from your 
ugual course/* It does not, however, seem that sueb 
sms the ^"nsnol courge^ at that season; for in a 
letter from the resident, bearing date ten days 
later than the obove instruction^ the writer re¬ 
fers to a eonversation which he had held with the 
durbar vakeel, in which the latter person lefeired 
to a prevalent belief, llmt the rerideat was about to 
proceetJ to Dbolepore, The mident answered^ 
that it w^aa bis intention to go tijere “ for change of 
air” The vakeel replied, **that this was not the 
season a t w blch ” the resident “ n*nol ly mo ved-” H b 
remark w^as not met by a cleniak but by an asiSent to 
the facL '"f said no; but that, Ob I had nothing 
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particular to tngfigu my attention at pi^ant, I 
should fro them (to Dhole pre) when 1. could ohiain 
oairiagE." The valteel niado some further obser- 
Tatjone. which wem thus met; “1 re^iue^tcd the 
vakeel to infonn the Maharanee, that ?he was aware 
as well as he was, that I was ii» Hm hahit of moving 
about occasionally, and that she must look upon tuj 
aoing to DhoJeporc on this occasion as nothing 
move than what I had stated, and that she must 
not think that it was because I was offended with 
liflr tlmt I wtQt tliere* * 

ludeed, the proceedings connected with this move- 
rueut to Dholepre seom to have been charactenzed 
by the same indecision which, throughout the year 
1843, w as constantly displayed in regard to the offaira 
of the state of Scindia, It might bo argued, that it 
was desirable to lull the durbar of Gwalior into secu¬ 
rity till the time arrived for acting with greater 
decision, A reference to the language hold on the 
subject will shew that this was not intended. The 
departure of the regent for Dholepore was mcimt to 
bo an indication of offence: and it is made matter 
for boast that it was so understood; yet pains were 
taken sii to manage it, as to diveat it os much oa 
fKJfisiblc of the appearanco which it wna thought 

desirable it should present. 

SimildT inconsistency Beems to have been dis¬ 
played in regard to the question of holding corre¬ 
spondence with those who sncceedetl to power upon 
the fall of the Mama Saliib. The BrUtfib resident 
* *■ Further Papon." No- W. 
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had bc?eri itistracttcl to Ui^ontiuiie otGeia! i liter* 
course with the Gwalior durbar. The durbar vakoeh 
however^ oo a ’visit to the re^idotit^ which wajfF 
understood to bo the last that would be received, 
“ retnarkodp as the Ftauec had not appointed any mi- 
nistor to succeed the Muirm Sahib, that he thought 
the official Lntcreonr^ dionld not have been inter* 
Tupted{ that the lianet? herself held durfiam daily, 
and conducted the aftairs of the atnte ;”• and there¬ 
fore it wixs determined to continue the intercourse, 
though the Maharanee had been declared utterly 
mcompetent, on account of her youth, for the ex¬ 
ercise of pnUtical authority. Whether it were better 
to maintain soizic comeBpondence vritli tho Gwalior 
durbar or abstain, may be a question open to 
ciisfiion; but butti couh^gb could not be right; and 
the vacillation displayed in thie^ as in other in- 
stances^ Rtfems to indicate that no well-ftnnsitlered 
plan had bcou adopted for the tuanageinent of the 
British relfltioiw ’ivith Gwalior^ 

At last, has been seen, the govenior-generai as* 
liumed a’n'arlike attitude, and directed the assemblage 
of an armiLTneiit: and now the tone of instruction 
to the resident was changed. The Dada KbjiMjoe 
Walla and otiicr offending parties ’were to lio piiii- 
iahed, the army reformed, and peace and good order 
eBtablishod. Yet the Maharanee was still to play 
on imiiortmit part. The resident wiaa informed that 
** the goTemur-general in councir was strongly of 
opinion that all important measures of the govern- 
* **Furlhier * No- 64, p. 41. 
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meiit flliou[fl be adtipteJ after comminucatioii ^ritir' 
liim (tbe resident), and that be sboiild liLmscJf "nniin- 
tain constant iierennal intcrw>urae witli tbe MaUani- 
nee, and hereafter i^dth the Waharnfali. No chief 
whatever,'* it was added, “ahouid befiiilTored to stand 
between the Uritisli jninister and tlie natural bead 
of the Gwalior state f* tbe natural head at this 
time beinff a girl uf about tbrirteeii jeata of age. 
who, live mouths before tbe above was written. 
Itad been declared unfit to exereiae autljority, even 
tb rough the ageucy of a rosponsible miiiister. 

Resort to fortjc lining been determined ujHjn, it 
became neceaeary to fix.the grounds of the deteniii- 
nation. It bas been already sbewn tliat the armed in* 
terference contemplated was rested on the fact of the 
Brilisb government having for many yenrs assuined 
the rights, and performed the obligations, of tlie 
paramoiint [wwer of India. It lias lieen shew'u, too, 
tlmt at the time when tliis ground was taken as the 
liasia of action, it was proposed to demand from the 
Gwalior durbar nothing but the expulsion of the 
Dada Kha*jee Walla ; that nil other |Hdms, iiutner- 
oua and pressing as some of them might Ik?, were to 
be left til time and influence. Further, it has been 
shewn that in less than two months the ground of 
interference was sltifteil, and a treaty raked up for 
justification of the cliange; atnl also, that instead of 
cop fining the demands of the British gosprijment to 
one single pidtU, a variety of demands were raiseii, 
imd embodied in a new treaty, the adoption of W'hich 
• " Fuftlier Papers,” No. Dll, p. 7t>, 


BRlTfSrt EMVl&E IN INPlA. 


543 


was carrieil by thu sworil. To eiiforao thorn 
Jettiantlti, the governor-general with an amiy aiJ- 
proached the bank of the Chumbul. He was w arned, 
both by native and Eur(}iwaii authoritiea^ that to 
cross that river would be regordod as an act of 
biisdlity, and would jirecipitate a state of tilings 
whieh he professed to be amdous to avoid. He 
had often liesitated in the coun^ of hia pdicy 
towar^ls tiwalioi^ but in tbi^ iuatonco ho was de¬ 
termined, He crossed the river; this act jiut an 
end to the diderciieea previously e^clsdog betwet-n 
the conflicting factions, and united all against an 
enemy who had entered their country. As it .is 
im|,4il.lo to k«o* tomW 1"™ 

result Ufa contrary course, it is im|x»sBdjle to dwii e 
positively that iho course taken was either right nr 
L,.S. I«.l tl» res.li o.rl.d.1, WflJleJ tt. 
tioto wliteh liMi toHi mini, to to 111. e®«l of 

upo. th. army of Gwalior. TLia moch, 
l.„«e«-r. .risht ha*. b«“ naim«ed-tt»t tl» 
fairliilTy iraportaat atop havlog boon toUo, 
w,ld at leaal hav. beau Mowml op w.th ^oo,. 
that all the a.n8«iam>a» .lai»ad.ag opoB -t ba' S 
l,aea inaormt. tber. woold b..a bca a. baaitatoan 

in paabing ouward. fiilttlleil 

Tula reatoliabla eJI«otatloa wa* aot WbUed. 

Tha llritlab lolKr«l at lUnipma, wb™ oo rooW 
W for m.r thiag but fmm aa ari*al ‘o <«"»• 

;;L eaablci .be eoamy to tomploto motoar^Jor 
attackina lb. a.l*anciag f"t«J to a diaad^t p. 
lk.|Un- morfaf! «'>. Gbmahul there was ataatoat 
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gToimd for pause—after step had been takeiu 

there waa noUiing to be looked for except what eoulcl 
be won at the sword's point. Battle eu^^ned, and the 
Britiatj, though they had trifled T»itb their ad van- 
tages^ were victorious* It would almost t^eni^ fmni 
a consideration of the cbonm.^tanc0s of tho engage- 
mentf that tlie jiosribilitj of Ijeing forced to combat 
wa^ scarcdy cDnteni|datod on the part of the Bri¬ 
tish. Up to the moment when awakened from the 
trance of seenrity by the discharge of arlSllery it 
would appear m though an expectation, and n con¬ 
fident one, wiis entertained that the march to Gwa- 
iior would be a hloodless one. Amuigemeiits wore 
made for opposing the Mahratta army, but it seems 
liRrdlj ti> have been expected that they would give 
auj trouble. This delusion w'as not an unfitting ter- 
miimtion of the series of half-tiniorons, half-violoiit 
fneajmrcs whidi liad preceded it** 

The battle won, negotiation followed, and as its 
basis came the treaty of BfJorLampoor, This was 
the treaty of alliance and mutual defence condoded 
by Captain Malcolm* under the instructions of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, in 1804^ during tlio administration 
of the Marr|nis WcHosIey. The treaty w^aa disre¬ 
garded by Scindia and disapproved by tho Maniuts 
Cornwallis and Sir George Barlow. In conseqnenoe, 
a new treaty of amity and alliance was conchidcd at 
Mustafapour, in 1805, which^ with some alterationSf 

* Tht fict of the British tmictn by mirpiiAe la otteiat<?d by 
the pre*eiioi5 qn the fiehl of th# gOTemor-gcntml and the 
beioni^n^ to tbe Cimily of the catnmand^r-rA-rhief. 
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was intiliGid bv Sir George Barlow, theti nt tbo beiicl 
of the government in I(irlia_* The treaty 

of Mu 0 tftfapoop recognizes that of Serjec Angen- 
gaum (the treaty of pence concimkd with Scindin 
by Sir Arthur WeQcflle}- in December. 1803), and 
confirms everj' part of it not thereby altered; Imt it 
is entirely silent ns regartls the treaty nf Boorliam- 
poor, and docs not contain the common article con¬ 
firming all previous engagements in so far as they 
are not affected by the operation of the new one. 
The treaty of Serjee Angengnum is referred to, and 
that only. There can therefore he no doubt that 
this treaty and that of Mustafupoor were intended to 
he regarded as the only engagemetits existing be¬ 
tween the two states at the time of the conchiBion 
of the latter. The proviaiong peculiar to the treaty 
of BoorUamjioor were never acted upon, and as it 
escaped recognition in tJie treaty of Mustafapoor in 
1805, BO did it in the treaty concluded w ith Scindia, 
under the administration of the Matqnh of I fastings, 
in 1817» though in this latter treaty, os in the fonnur. 
the treaty of So^jee Angfugaum is confirmed. If 
ever treaty was rendered null, that of Boorhampoor 
was ccrtaiidy in that ^iredicamcnt. and its reviral in 
1843, ttfiter a slumber of almost forty years, is not 
one of the least remarkable points in the remarkable 
couire of policy of which tliat revival formed part. 

Of the treaty which Lord EUenlwrough added to 
the archives of Indian diplomacy it will be un- 

. F« lli«c tmt™, «1. PP- 378. 3BS! »nd ™1. w. pp. 
49. fil. 
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iiecesaory to nt Of on<? |K)int nntioo 

Uas alr™ly Iwen taken. After dcteminiog in Mtireli 
that the regency should bo held by n single person^ 
the gevenier-geneoU consented in December that 
it should bo exerciBcd by a council, thus ailding a 
fresh Instance of verKitility to a catalogue ivhicti 
before "wos sufficiently long. So, too, in March, he 
declared that the regent was to lie independent of 
the Maharanee ; in June he aTowed that he was not 
prcpareil to deprive* tho Mahanmeo altogether of 
authority and in December ho did deprive her 
altogetber of authority. But it is iinneccBsaij to 
cat 4 ilogue such instances* 

On the 26tb of February, 1844, the goTemt>r- 
geneml returned to Darnick|mor, and on tho 28tb, 
ho entered Calcutta- This was the second anuiver- 
sary of his lordsbip^s arrival from Europe, and whe¬ 
ther the concurrence were deeigued or fortuitoiiP, it 
was somewhat remarkable. On the occasion of his 
return, he recei veil an address from the inhabitants of 
Calcutta^ which falls on the ear with theefTcet almost 
of rehuke* His lorilsbip had passed a cousiderahle 
portion of his time in India at a distance frf>m the 
ordinary seat of govcrninent, a fact noticed hy thoKc 
who welcomed his return in tho following manner * 
Woj the undersigned iidmbitants of Calcutta, beg 
to present our hearty congratulntions on your lornl^ 
ship^s rctnm to the presidency, after the accjompliflh- 
ment of the great objects that calh>d yon lieiice to 

* FurthtT pHpefa/* p. 19. 
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Upt>er Hindostiiu. That those objects ttfaould have 
been so promptly and eo triumphantly attained, is a 
matter of uational coDCcmmentto us it is doubly 
gratifyiug, inasmuch as it enables your lordship to 
devote the energies of a powerful mind towards 
iiioosures of ititcmal lK?fiefit — second only iu real 
importance to those affecting public security, The 
proscnce of the bead of this colonial empire is so 
essential in every way to its prosperity, os to muko 
it but natural that wo should bear even his 
necessary alwence with something hke impatience, 
and boil his return with the warmest expressions 
of satisfaction. That your lordship’s residence 
among us may bo continued—that no state emer¬ 
gency may again demand your personal care in 
other ]tBrt» of this wide territory, must always be 
our earnest desire, ft will be our study to make 
that residence as much a matter of choice, as it is 
of public cxi>edieucy.” 

The transoctions of the goTeniment of Great Hri- 
tain with the Chinese bedong not to a histniy of 
India, and here, therefore, tile narrative of Lonl 
Ellentsirough's adminifitration closes. 

No further " statu emergency” occurred to coll 
bis lordship away from Calcutta ; but hts residence 
there was not of prolonged duration. On the 15th 
of July it became known that his lordship had been 
removed from the office of govemor-genoml by the 
Court of Directors of the Enat-India Company. 
Krom this iimisual escreise of authority, it nmat ho 
conchKlcd that the points of difference between Lord 
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ElIeiiImFough anti tEios^ la rim he served were tiei- 
ther few Dor trivial. The preeiee proimds of removal 
wete not made pohJit’^ and, eoiiseqiiently, they can 
for the present only bo interred front a cnrisidelation 
of hia ]ordsIiip*^H acts. 

Of Lord EllenWrough, as govemor-gcnoml of 
India, it is a^yet difficult to speirk with the freedom 
which may he iLsed towards the statesmen of ii 
foniier age* It is certain^ however, that his Indian 
administiwtion disappointed his friends i and if a 
judgment may be formed froTn his own declarations 
previfmsjy to his departnre from Europe, it must 
have disappointed himeelf. He went to India the 
avow^ed chain plan of j>e^Cj and lie was incessantly 
engaged in w ar. For tlio Allghnn w'ar he was not, 
indeeihaccountable—ho found it on his hands; and 
in the mode in which lie proposed to conclude it* 
and iti which he woidd have eonelndeil it but 
for the remonstrances of his military advisers, he 
certainly displayed no departure from the ultra- 
pacific [lolicy winch bn hud profoised in England. 
The triumphs with wtiich the perseverance of the 
generals enmmanding in Aflghunifetiui graced his 
admiaisstititioD seem completely to liavp altered hk 
views; and the desire of military g!ory thenceforward 
supplanted evciy other feeling in bis breMt* He 
W'ould liave ahulined ivar in Afghanistan by a course 
which the majority of his countrymen would pro* 
nounco dishonourable^ He might without dkbonour 
have avoided war in Sinde, and possibly have averted 
hostilities at Gwalior, but he did not. For the in- 
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temal improvement of India he did nothing, Ifo 
had, indeed, little Umo to do my thing. War, and 
preparation for war, absorbed most of bis honrs, and 
in a theatric^ display of childish pomp many more 
■Were consumed > AVitU an extravagant confidence in 
his own Judgment, even on points which ho had never 
studied, lie united no portion of steadini>ss or con¬ 
stancy. His pur|)Oses wet^ formed ajid abandoned 
with a levity which accorded little with the odeiisivo 
tone which be manifested in their defence, so long 
as they were entertained. His administration w'aa not 
an illustmtion of any marked and consistent course of 
policy; it was an aggregation of isolated facts. It 
resembled an ill-constrticted drama, in which no one 
incident is the result of that by which it was pro* 
ceded, nor a jnst and natural preparation for that 
which is to follriw* Every tiling in it stiiiiib alone 
and unconnected. IHb influence shot across the 
Asiatic World like si meteofi and but for tire indelible 
brand of sbamc indenteri in 8judc, like a meteor itfl 
metnoiy Tvonld pass from the mind with its cliaap* 
lieamtice* 
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